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Under-fire stars
put NSW atop

AFP, Sydney

Embattled Australian Test stars Simon
Katich and Michael Clarke both
smashed centuries Tuesday to put New
South Wales on top at stumps on the
first day of the Sheffield Shield match
against South Australia.

NSW skipper Katich and Clarke
shared an unbroken 193-run third-
wicket partnership against an under-
strength SA attack to leave NSW at 338-2
at stumps, answering critics who have
called for their Test spots to be reviewed.

Clarke, whose promotion to number
four in the Test line-up has been criti-
cised by some high-profile pundits,
scored 115 notoutfrom 170 balls with 13
foursand onesix.

Katich, who was told by selectors
thatitwas "time to deliver" after averag-
ing 27.55 in the recent Ashes series, hit
16 fours and faced 246 balls for his
unbeaten 139.

Katich, who made 0 and 2 and
suffered a fractured finger in last week's
Super Test against the World XI, needed
a big score today with selectors due to
announce the team on Thursday for the
November 3-7 Test against West Indies
inBrisbane.

NSW left-handed opener Phil Jaques
hit eight fours and one six in his 104-ball
knockbefore he was outafter lunch.

The South Australian attack was
missing injured Test duo Jason Gillespie
and Shaun Tait.

Ward quits

AFP, London

Clarke suits No 4 fine

lﬁl Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Australian batsman Michael
Clarke has hit back at critics who
say his swashbuckling style is
unsuited to number four on the
Testbattingline-up.

The 24-year-old has come
under fire since he was promoted
from number six earlier this month
when predecessor Damien Martyn
became the scapegoat for
Australia's first Ashes defeat in 16
years.

Mark Waugh, Australia's lon-
gest-serving number four, said
Clarke's technique was too loose
after he scored only 40 in two Test
innings against the World XI this
month.

Former Test player Kerry
O'Keefe and Sheffield Shield vet-
eran Jamie Cox have also ques-
tioned Clarke's credentials in the
position ahead of a three Test

series against the West Indies
beginning in Brisbane next week.

Clarke, who has been tipped as
afuture Australian captain, said he
would not be changing his style,
commenting: "It's got me this far."

He denied he was better suited
to number six, where there is more
margin for error, and said his
experience playing number four at
state level would stand him in good
stead.

"That's my ideal position," he
said in remarks published in The
Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday.
"It's where I've batted for New
South Wales for a while and hope-
fullyI can cement my spot there for
Australia."

Clarke exploded onto the Test
cricket scene last year with a hun-
dred on debut against India and
averaged almost 50 runs an
innings during 2004.

But his average dropped to
30.13 in 2005 after he was con-
tained by England's bowlers in the

Ashes.

"Through the Ashes, I felt I
learnt a lot about my own game,
had to work very hard to make runs
over there and I think my batting is
definitely improving," he said.

"I hope it continues to improve,
I'm disappointed I haven't made a
big score in Test cricket of late, but
I feellike I'm hitting the ball pretty
well and I've just got to try and go
onwithitwhenIgetastart."

Clarke urged former players to
contact him directly with criti-
cisms of his style, rather than air
their complaints publicly.

"They are entitled to their own
opinion, no matter who it is. I'd
probably like those sort of guys to
give me a call, if they've got any
ways of helping me and fixing my
technique," he said.

"They get paid to write stories
and say what they have to say, so
I'll just continue working as hard
as I can and hopefully prove a few
people wrong.”

PREVIEW: SERIE A

Juve stare at record

m Football

AFP, Rome

Former England batsman Ian Ward has
announced his retirement from first-class
cricket to concentrate on his fledgling
mediacareer.

The 33-year-old, who won five Test
capsin2001, hasdecided nottosee outthe
final two years of his contract with Sussex,
whom he joined from Surrey last year in
thehopeofrevivinghis Test career.

"I have really enjoyed my time at
Sussex and the club have been very good
to me. I am disappointed I wasn't able to
make more of a contribution this year,"
said Ward.

"T'd never missed a match through
injury before so to miss so many games in
the second half of the season was very
frustrating.

"Sussex are a great county to play for
andIknowI'llmissitwhen the newseason
starts, especially the camaraderie in the
dressing room and the adrenaline rush
you get as an opening batsman facing
quickbowlers.”

Pakistan ready

FROM PAGE 12

in Pakistan following a bombing
outside the touring New Zealand
team's hotel in 2002 which killed 14
peopleincluding 11 French engineers.

The security arrangements for the
England tour extend to emergency
evacuation plans in case of another
earthquake.

Pakistani special forces troops will
keep watch over the visitors' 14-man
squad from the moment they arrive
here Wednesday, and their hotel will be
cordoned off by police.

Star all-rounder Andrew Flintoff and
pace bowler Steve Harmison will arrive
later in the week, after completing a
fund-raising programme for quake
victimsin Dubai.

Salahuddin

FROM PAGE 12
(SA Sultan). It is very appropriate,”
Salahuddin told on Tuesday referring
tothefootballbody's announcement.
“I also appreciate it but I need
more time to think,” he said when
asked whether he would now con-
sider coming back to the football's
governing body once the BFF publicly
said thatithadrealised its mistake.

Div selectors
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Sirajuddin Alamgir, Minhazul
Abedin and Akram Khan.

KHULNA: Faruque Ahmed, Maruful
Islam, Sheikh Salahuddin and
Habibul Bashar.

RAJSHAHI: GM Nawsher,
Khondokar Maynul Islam, Wahidul
Goniand Khaled Mashud.

SYLHET: GM Nawsher, Ahmed Arif,
Golam Faruque Suru and Rajin Saleh.

Bon voyage
FROM PAGE 12 y
Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF)
bowed to the widespread media
criticism and decided to honour the
National Team Mana-gement
Committee's (NTMC)
recommendation to select
Ashrafuddin Chunnu as team leader
and Sayeed Hassan Kanan as manager.
Earlier BFF named Monir Ahmed as
team leader and Ashrafuddin Chunnu
as manager ignoring the NTMC's
recommendation, which sparked off a
resignation en masse from the NTMC.
The two were finally renamed as
national team officials on Monday.
The team management also
includes Argentine coach Diego
Cruciani, trainer Ariel Colman, assis-
tant coach Jubair Nipu and physician
Debashish Chowdhury.

Leaders Juventus will set a new record
for the best ever start to a Serie A season if
they win at home to Sampdoria on
Wednesday.

The reigning champions chalked up
their eighth victory in a row with a 3-0
win at Lecce last Sunday to match the
achievements of the Juventus teams of
the 1930-31 and 1985-86 seasons. Both
of those sides went on to win the cham-
pionship.

The Old Lady of Turin may be 90
minutes away from writing themselves
into the record books but coach Fabio
Capello insisted it would mean little
unless theyended up retaining their title.

"Obviously setting a new record would
make me happy but all that counts is how
we finish," said the 59-year-old whose

team have a five point lead over AC Milan
who theymeet thisweekend.

"We will continue calmly without
thinking about records and concentrate
onkeepingourselves ahead of ourrivals."

Capello said his team could not be
compared with the 1985-86 side that won
the championship under Giovanni
Trapattoni.

"Football has changed a great deal
sincethen," hestressed.

"We play a very different style. They
also had Michel Platini and there is
nobody like him around today. You
cannot make comparisons."

Worryingly for Juve, Sampdoria,
currently lying in eighth position, won the
same fixturelastseason.

Juventus are still expected to be
without influential French midfielder
Patrick Vieira. The former Arsenal star is
still recovering from the groin strain he
suffered while away on international duty
earlier thismonth.

Sampdoria will be without striker
Francesco Flachi after his sending-off
againstSienaattheweekend.

AC Milan visit Empoli while third-
placed Inter Milan, a point behind their
cityrivals, host Roma.

Inter's Brazilian striker Adriano has
been ruled out having suffered a partial
dislocation of his collar bone in Sunday's
1-Ovictoryat Udinese.

Fiorentina, in fourth place after last
Saturday's 4-1 thrashing of Parma in
which Luca Toni scored a hat-trick, play
away to bitter Tuscanrivals Siena.

Wednesday's fixtures (all 1830 GMT
kick-off unless stated)

Ascoli v Udinese, Cagliari v Livorno,
Empoli v AC Milan, Inter Milan v Roma,
Juventus v Sampdoria, Lazio v Chievo,
Palermo v Lecce, Parma v Messina,
Regginav Treviso, Siena v Fiorentina

'Winning, winning unreal'

m Football

AFP, London

England football star Frank
Lampard, who saved Chelsea with
an equaliser against Everton at the
weekend, said winning every match
this season had never been a realis-
tic goal.

Lampard, on current form per-
haps the best attacking midfielder in
the world, added it was trophies not
statistics which counted.

The league leaders' top scorer -
his equaliser on Sunday was his
ninth of the season - also dismissed
the theory that Chelsea are obsessed
byrecords.

Chelsea lost their 100 percent
league record in the 1-1 draw at
Goodison Park which ended hopes
of beating Tottenham's record of 11
straight top flight victories.

But the midfielder revealed it was
almost a relief to be rid of constant
talk of records, even though his
manager Jose Mourinho claimed
before the weekend that the title
could be won by Christmas.

Lampard said: "People can talk
about records, and they do, all the
time. But the manager has said he is
not that bothered about them. Our
aim is to win championships but we
know we are not going to do that by

winning every game, that is not
possible. We are realists.

"We getsucked into talking about
records, the questions are always
the same, and if you don't say ono'
straight away when something is
suggested it comes across that we
are saying we will break every record
going.

"We don't, we want to win med-
als, and that's the difference.
There's a fine line between arro-
gance and confidence and we are a
confidentbunch.

"But that comes from the hard
work we have put in, the results we
have got and our manager. We are
confident when we speak about
ourselves and we are confident in
the dressing room. But we know
what our real goals are and that is to
win championships."

Chelsea were the only likely
winners once Lampard's strike had
cancelled out a James Beattie pen-
alty but Didier Drogba had an effort
ruled out for offside and Everton
hungon for apoint.

"We can't win every week even
though we will try our hardest," said
Lampard, "so it's not a bad thing
that it is now all about a winning run
ending. It stops the talk of us win-
ning every game this season and it
means we can start another run.

"We obviously wanted to win the

game but we faced going to a very
tough place to play. They made it
very hard for us and you can't always
go away and expect to win every
game.

"It is not reality to think of win-
ning every game, especially at places
like Everton. We are always focused,
we are still several points clear at the
top and still very confident we can
continue to play some very good
stuff.

"We just need to carry on the way
we have been. We didn't lose and we
just need to get ourselves back on
theright track next week."

Lampard stressed that the draw
at Goodison Park owed as much to
Everton's battling spirit as it did to
Chelsea missing chances.

"We should have won the game
with the chances we carved out but I
do not want to take any credit away
from Everton because they really
have to fight and they did that
againstus.

"Everton are a better side than
where they are in the table, without
a doubt. There is not much differ-
ence in their side from last season, in
fact they have added to the squad.

"They seem to have been unlucky
at times this season and I am sure
they will fight their way out of this
because they shouldn't be where they

n

are.

Vaughan's caution
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knew the kind of cricket we needed to
play.

"We'll certainly keep our feet on
the ground but we have to draw
confidence from the fact we beat
Australia and played some fantastic
cricketin the summer.

"We are going to need all those
attributes to beat Pakistan away from
home," added the 30-year-old.

Pakistan pitches traditionally
offer plenty of assistance to spin
bowlers and although Bob Woolmer,
the Pakistan coach and former
England batsman recently contra-
dicted his captain Inzamam-ul-Haq
by saying he wanted to play the series
on good, rather than turning, wickets,
Vaughan was in no doubt about what
sort of surfaces would confront his
men.

"I'would be very surprised if we go
to Pakistan and it doesn't spin. Butwe
have become decent players of spin
over the last few years," said
Vaughan.

"Look at the World XI team (in the
recent ICC Super Test in Australia)

and the success Stuart MacGill and
Shane Warne (both leg spinners) had
against the best players in the world.

"That shows what success we had
against Warne. He managed to take
40 wickets but we took him for a few
anover.”

England coach Duncan Fletcher
said the lack of hype in comparison to
the Ashes would also work in the
squad'sfavour.

"After what took place it should be
one of the best tours to go on. There
should be very few distractions and I
think thatwill be good for the side."

England will be without injured
reverse swing specialist Simon Jones,
one of their Ashes stars.

"He will be missed because he has
become a fantastic bowler with
reverse swing, but it creates chances
for Liam Plunkett, James Anderson
and Alex Loudon," admitted
Vaughan.

"It will be a real challenge, but an
exciting challenge. We just need to
stick to our basics and get our plans
right."

England play their first tour match

in Rawalpindi, a three-day game,
starting on October 31 with the first
Test at Multan commencing
November 12.

SQUADS

TEST: Michael Vaughan (captain),
James Anderson, Ian Bell, Paul
Collingwood, Andrew Flintoff, Ashley
Giles, Stephen Harmison, Matthew
Hoggard, GeraintJones, Alex Loudon,
Kevin Pietersen, Liam Plunkett,
Matthew Prior, Andrew Strauss,
Marcus Trescothick, Shaun Udal.
ODI: Vaughan, Anderson,
Collingwood, Flintoff, Giles,
Harmison, Jones Pietersen, Prior,
Plunkett, Vikram Solanki, Strauss,
Trescothick.

ITINERARY

Oct31-Nov2  3-dayer Rawalpindi
Nov 6-8 3-dayer Lahore
Nov 12-16 1st Test Multan
Nov 20-24 2nd Test Faisalabad
Nov29-Dec3 3rdTest Lahore
Dec7 One-dayer  Lahore
Dec10 1stODI Lahore
Dec12 2nd ODI Lahore
Dec 15 3rdODI Karachi
Dec19 4th ODI Rawalpindi
Dec21 5th ODI Rawalpindi

Eriksson backs
red Beckham

AFP, London

England coach Sven Goran Eriksson
has come out in support of his cap-
tain David Beckham despite his
weekend red card for Real Madrid.

Less than a month after becoming
the first player in England history to
be sent off twice -- for two yellow card
offences in the win over Austria at Old
Trafford -- the 31-year-old was sent
packing in the surprise home defeat
to Valencia on Sunday.

Beckham was dismissed in the
same manner as Manchester
United's Wayne Rooney last month,
for sarcastically applauding the
referee following a caution.

The incident raised obvious
question marks over Beckham's
attitude ahead of the 2006 World Cup
in Germany.

But Eriksson said there was no
chance of Beckham being replaced as
captain.

"I don't have any problem with
Beckham as captain," he said.

"I have not spoken to him about
the dismissal. I don't know what
happened but you do get sent off in
football.

"He is going to be captain in
Germany. These things happen in
football, they always happen.

"My advice to all the players
before every game is that we want to
win but to finish the game with 11. Itis
much easier towinwith 11 men."

Roma fined

AFP, Rome

The Italian football league on Tuesday
fined Serie A club Roma 25,000 euros
(30,000 dollars) after referee Gianluca
Paparesta was hit in the face by a coin
during Sunday's derby against Lazio.

Paparesta was struck by the coin
thrown from a section full of Roma
fans in the east enclosure after award-
ingafree-kickto Lazio.

He suffered a small cut but carried
on refereeing the game which ended
inal-1draw.

Roma fans have been in trouble
before at the Olympic stadium.

The same fixture had to be aban-
doned in March 2004 when fans went
on the rampage after a false rumour
spread that a young boy had been
killed by a police car outside the
stadium.

And in September of the same year
a Champions League match against
Dynamo Kiev was abandoned at half-
time after Swedish referee Anders
Friskwas hitbyacoin.

The club were were forced by
UEFA, European football's governing
body, to play their next two home
European matches behind closed
doors.

Adriano
suffers
injury

AFP, Milan

Inter Milan's Brazilian international
Adriano, injured during their 1-0
victory at Udinese over the weekend,
has suffered a dislocated right shoul-
der, the Italian first division club said
on Monday.

He will miss Inter's next two
matches, against AS Roma on
Wednesday and then at Sampdoria
on Sunday, but should be backin time
for their home Champions League
clash against FC Porto the following
week.

"I was a little worried after my fall
yesterday (Sunday) but after the
medical tests I'm reassured,” said
Adriano. "NowI'm just going to do my
best to get fitas quickly as possible."

Simmons doesn't
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body that employed him only last
year as official national coach to
replace Australian Geoff Marsh,
stating he is no longer employed by
them.

He claims, however, that he has
not been formally fired, although
Kevin Curren was appointed in his
place during the tour to Zimbabwe by
Indiain September amid confusion.

Simmons, a former West Indies
Test allrounder, told AFP: "I'm still
waiting patiently to hear how Mr.
Samkange has fared with the authori-
ties. Meanwhile I am carrying on
coaching unofficially, mainly among
youngsters but with some players at
thehighestlevel here.”

Simmons is scheduled to spend
Tuesday coaching the under-19's. "I
am looking forward to that, it is the
workIknowbest" he said.

Simmons said he has no idea at
this stage what will happen to him. "I
am not even thinking about where I
will go if I have to" he said. "Nor do I
have any plans about how I will
eventually deal with Zimbabwe
Cricket about the remainder of my
contract with them. I am keeping an
openmind on everything.”

The deportation order became
known when he addressed a routine
meeting of Zimbabwe provincial
chairmen lastweek.

Be champs not
chumps: Benitez

m Football

AFP, Liverpool

Liverpool manager Rafael Benitez
admits his European champions are
playing like chumps in the English
Premiership.

Five months after that amazing
Champions League triumph over AC
Milan in Istanbul, Liverpool are play-
ing even worse than last season in the
domestic competition.

"We must change our attitude. We
must have the same attitude whether it
is in the Premiership or the Carling
Cup," hesaid.

Two wins from eight games, just
five goals scored and 13th place in the
Premiership tellsits own story.

And it's one the mild-mannered
Benitez doesn'tlike reading.

He has hit out at his foreign stars
who are unwilling to put in the graft
when it comes to the bread and butter
ofthe Premiership.

The statistics say it all and the Reds
won just two out of 14 league games
after playing in the Champions League
last season. This season is even worse
and Liverpool have not won any of the
five matches they played after featur-

ingin Europe.

ItisBenitez's biggest challenge.

"It's the same all over the country
and the fans want to win always," he
said.

"We won the Champions League
and the Super Cup and this season we
want to win every competition we are
in.

"So when people talk about the
disappointment of the fans, we are all
disappointed and we know we need to
improve.

"I am always thinking how we can
improve. We have some ideas and we
try to explain these to the players, but
the most important thing is to work
hard on the pitch and on the training
ground.

"You look at Fulham and we have
better players than Fulham.

"We need to win these games if we
are goingto get to the top of the table."

Liverpool's goals -- or rather lack of
them -- is their biggest problem and
none of their strikers are firing.

Djibril Cisse looks their best bet but
Benitez seems reluctant to give him a
run of games and he has netted just
twicein theleague.

Fernando Morientes appears to be
a shadow of the player who was rated
one of the best in the business when he

joined Liverpool from Real Madrid in
January.

Beanpole striker Peter Crouch has
come in for the most stick and is still
waiting for his first goal for Liverpool.

And the fans can't help but remem-
ber that Michael Owen was desperate
to return to Anfield in the summer but
Benitezsnubbed him.

Benitez, who made his players sit
through a video of the Fulham defeat
on Sunday at training, believes his
strikers will deliver, but says they need
toworkharder.

"Our attack has been bad because
the players up front are not moving
enough," hesaid.

"We have the ball and we are creat-
ing opportunities, but the problem is
we are not taking them.

"You look back at the
Middlesbrough game and Steven
Gerrard had seven chancesto score.

"Ifhe had taken one of them, things
would be different and people would
notbesaying these things."

Liverpool fans will stick with
Benitez, who faces a tricky Carling
League Cup tie at Crystal Palace on
Tuesdat in the short term but the
pressure is on him to prove that win-
ning the Champions League was no
fluke.

MU not strong enough

m Football

AFP, London

Edwin van der Sar fears Manchester
United's squad is not strong enough to
cope with the injury crisis which has all
but wrecked their Premiership title
hopes.

United are without eight players
including skipper Roy Keane, Gary
Neville, Ryan Giggs and Gabriel Heinze
and trail leaders Chelsea by 10 points
after drawing against Spurs at the
weekend.

And Van der Sar admits that United,
who are relying on fringe players, lack
the strengthin depth to cope.

"We don't have too many substi-
tutes who can change things around.

So those playing have to hold on until
the injured and suspended players
come back," the Holland goalkeeper
said.

"And we must lose the least amount
of points possible until the Chelsea
game atthe beginning of November."

Despite United's poor start to the
new campaign, with just one win out of
four Premiership fixtures at Old
Trafford, van der Sar insists they will
recover.

"There has to be more to come," he
said. "Nobody at United is satisfied at
themoment."

One player who has been a revela-
tion is 20-year-old Phil Bardsley, who
has been deputising at right-back for
theinjured Neville.

Bardsley has started four of
United's last five games and revealed

his determination to become a long-
termrival for Neville's place.

"T've been waiting for this for a long
time," said Bardsley, who is likely to keep
his place for Wednesday's CarlingLeague
Cup visit of League Two strugglers
Barnet.

"Now my chance has come, I want
to carry on making progress and push-
ingforaregular place.

"It's miles different to playing in the
reserves. The game is faster because
the tempo is much higher and the
occasion itself is completely different,
too.

"Playing alongside the likes of
Edwin and Rio Ferdinand is fantastic,
and I can only gain experience from
doingthat."

Tendulkar back & bangs
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Yuvrajlbwb Dilshan 14
Dravid not out 85
Dhonic Jayawardena b Fernando 38
Agarkarrun out 1
Yadavnotout 3
Extras: (Ib-5, w-4,nb-4) 13

Total: (For 6 wktsin 50 overs) 350
Fall of wickets: 1-41, 2-205, 3-207, 4-
247,5-316,6-319

Did notbat: Harbhajan, Rao, Sreesanth

Arnold bHarbhajan 0
Dilshan b Kartik 23
Maharoofst Dhonib Kartik 2
Vaasnotout 37
Lokuhettige b Sreesanth 29
Muralitharan c Kartik b Sreesanth 6
Extras: (Ib-2, w-6,nb-2) 10

Total: (Alloutin 35.4 overs) 198
Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-74, 3-76, 4-88, 5-
88,6-118,7-121,8-126,9-189

Udal relishes
2nd chance

AFP, London

Shaun Udal is determined to make
the most of his England recall 10 years
after his international career looked to
have cometoashudderinghalt.

Not many 36-year-olds get given
another opportunity to star at the

- Super subs: Lokuhettige replaced | highestlevel and there was surprise in
Super subs: Kartik replaced Rao .
Fernando some quarters when the Hampshire
Bowler O M R W Bowl O M R W . . . ,
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Jayasuriya ¢ Dravid b Harbhajan 27 Man-of-the-match: Rahul Dravid. years and last term took 44 first-class
Atapattub Pathan 1 Toss: India. wickets atameagre average of just over
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ChandanastDhonibHarbhajan 3 Hariharan. runners-up in the County
Jayawardenab Kartik 17 Second match: Mohali, Oct 28. Championship.
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