
17DHAKA FRIDAY  OCTOBER 21, 2005SPORT

In 1982 Niki Lauda won his third Formula 
One title when he beat his McLaren 
teammate Alain Prost by half a point. It was 
the narrowest margin of title victory ever.    

John  Buchanan
(Australian cricket coach)

"I finished the Ashes physically and 
emotionally drained. Looking back, 
I ought not to have retreated into 
myself the way I did."
Accepts that mistakes were made 
in the planning of their Ashes 
campaign.

A rape charge
of  fantasy!
BBC SPORT

Manchester  United footballer  

Cristiano Ronaldo's agent has 

strongly denied a claim that the player 

raped a woman in a London hotel. 

The Portuguese international was 

released on Wednesday night after 

being questioned about a claim that a 

woman was sexually assaulted on 2 

October. 

Jorge Mendes said in a statement 

that the allegation was the "product of 

imagination and fantasy". 

Police confirmed a man in his 20s 

had been released pending more 

inquiries. 

Mr Mendes said the accusation 

was "totally and categorically repudi-

ated" and that "investigations will 

demonstrate, these charges are not 

based on any credible facts". 

Ronaldo, 20, voluntarily went to a 

police station in Manchester and was 

arrested by officers from the 

Metropolitan Police's specialist 

Sapphire team. 

He was questioned for several 

hours about allegations made by a 

woman that she was raped in the 

penthouse suite of a hotel the day 

after Manchester United played 

Fulham. 

A man in his 30s also kept an 

appointment at the police station, but 

has not been arrested. 

AFP, Paris

Collated results of Wednesday's third 
round of group stage matches in the 
European Champions League: 

Group E 
At Istanbul 
Fenerbahce (TUR) 3 (Luciano 13, 
Nobre 72, Appiah 78) Schalke 04 (GER) 
3 (Lincoln 58, 61, Kuranyi 76) 
At Milan, Italy 
AC Milan (ITA) 0 PSV Eindhoven (NED) 0 

Group F 
At Lyon, France 
Lyon (FRA) 2 (Juninho 4, Govou 88) 
Olympiakos (GRE) 1 (Kafes 84) 
At Madrid 
Real Madrid (ESP) 4 (Woodgate 48, 
Raul 52, Helguera 68, Beckham 82) 
Rosenborg (NOR) 1 (Strand 40) 

Group G 
At Brussels 
Anderlecht (BEL) 0 Liverpool (ENG) 1 
(Cisse 20) 
At London 
Chelsea (ENG) 4 (Drogba 24, Ricardo 
Carvalho 44, J. Cole 59, Crespo 64) 
Betis Seville (ESP) 0 

Group H 
At Oporto, Portugal 
FC Porto (POR) 2 (Materazzi 22-og, 
McCarthy 35) Inter Milan (ITA) 0 
At Glasgow 
Rangers (SCO) 0 Artmedia Bratislava 
(SVK) 0 

RESULTS AT 
A GLANCE

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid bounced back after 

Rosenborg had taken a shock lead to 

comprehensively beat the Norwegian 

side 4-1 in their Champions League 

group F match here on Wednesday. 

Second half goals from Jonathan 

Woodgate, his first for Real, club 

captain Raul Gonzalez, Ivan Helguera 

and David Beckham answered the 

Rosenborg opener from Roar Strand. 

The win means that Real move up 

to second in the group, behind Lyon 

who beat Olympiakos 2-1 to maintain 

their perfect record on Wednesday. 

"The difference was sending Guti 

(Jose Maria Gutierrez) on at half time.    

"We pushed further forward after 

that," said the smiling Real coach 

Wanderley Luxemburgo. 

Guti came on for the injured Julio 

Baptista who was clearly struggling ith 

an injury picked up in the derby 

against Atletico on Saturday. 

With Guti and Beckham dominat-

ing the midfield, it was an almost 

perfect second 45 minutes from the 

nine-times kings of Europe, after 

going into their dressing room 1-0 

down at half time. 

"I told them at the break they had 

45 minutes to change the game or we 

would be looking to qualify by win-

ning our away games and that would 

be a lot harder," said a smiling 

Luxemburgo, clearly content that his 

pep talk had worked. 

Woodgate gained some redemp-

tion after the horrendous start to his 

career at the Spanish giants by head-

ing home Real's equaliser, from a 

David Beckham corner, less than 

three minutes after the break. 

After an own goal and a sending 

off marked his debut last month, 

followed by another own goal in a 

friendly match last week, Woodgate 

finally showed the Real faithful why 

the club paid 13.4 million pounds 

from Newcastle United in the sum-

mer of 2004. 

The central defender, who was 

injured for 17 months prior to his 

return, immediately went over to the 

bench and hugged the Real doctor 

Alfonso Del Corral in delight. 

The Real fans then gave Woodgate 

a standing ovation as he left the field, 

after being substituted five minutes 

from time. 

"Woodgate had a good night but 

he was only one of 11 men," com-

mented Luxemburgo, clearly decid-

ing not to single out any of his players 

for praise. 

Real got the lead they deserved 

four minutes later when captain Raul 

Gonzalez, playing in his 100th 

Champions League match, found the 

net after Robinho had sped past two 

Rosenborg defenders. 

Ivan Helguera then made up for an 

error that had allowed Rosenborg to 

score first by heading home a 

Beckham free kick after 62 minutes. 

The England captain followed up 

having a hand in two of the previous 

goals, by getting on the scoresheet 

himself, with his first goal of the 

season for Real. 

He proved conclusively again that 

he is one of the deadliest dead ball 

specialists in the game by scoring 

from 25 metres with one of his trade-

mark, seemingly laser-guided, free 

kicks eight minutes from time. 

Rosenborg had taken the lead, 

completely against the run of play, 

after 40 minutes, almost the only 

break in a first half of unrelenting but 

unrewarded pressure from Real. 

With only their second construc-

tive attack, Rosenborg captain Roar 

Strand took advantage of the space 

afforded him by Helguera's failure to 

stay tight to him and blasted home an 

Oyvind Storflor cross to leave Real to 

regret their missed chances at the 

break. 

Robinho, Beckham and Woodgate 

all had first half efforts go skimming 

past the posts of Rosenborg goal-

keeper Espen Johnsen, who also 

thwarted Real in a goalmouth scram-

ble when he managed to stop the ball 

on the line, with Raul having the last 

touch. "We had a good first half and a 

4-1 scoreline is not really a reflection 

of the game. The last two goals were 

tough on us. Now we have to try and 

get three points at home in two weeks 

time," said Rosenborg coach Per-

Mathias Hogmo. 

One positive omen for the 

Spaniards' is that every time Real 

have beaten Rosenborg in the 

Champions League, in the 1998 and 

2000 competitions, they have gone on 

to win Europe's top club competi-

tion. 

Woodgate's redemption night

PHOTO: AFP

Real Madrid's defender Jonathon Woodgate (L) heads the ball to score against Rosenborg at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid on Wednesday. 
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minutes and were left spellbound as 

Brazilian dead ball specialist Juninho 

stepped forward to bend a marvellous 

right-footer round the wall and into the 

top left-hand corner of the net. 

French international striker Gouvou 

should have made it 2-0 shortly after as he 

stormed through the middle, but he 

dallied long enough on the ball to allow a 

defender to get back in time to deflect his 

shot over the bar. 

The Greeks weathered the early storm 

and started to pose a threat of their own 

coming closest after 27 minutes when 

skipper Pedrag Djordjevic found himself 

in space 18 yards out. 

But he struck his shot too close to 

goalkeeper Gregory Coupet who made a 

comfortable save. 

Lyon's new Brazilian striker Fred 

immediately had a golden opportunity at 

the other end but his angled shot from 10 

metres out lacked power and hardly 

troubled Antonio Nikopolidis in the 

Olympiakos goal. 

But it was the home side who once 

again finished the half the stronger with 

Fred and Govou beating the visiting 

defence for pace time and time again. 

The runaway leaders of the French 

first division found it hard to sustain the 

pressure into the second half as the more 

studied play of the Olympiakos midfield 

slowed the action down. 

And the Greeks came close to 

equalising after 55 minutes when 

Yiannakis Okkas should have made more 

of a curling free-kick from the right which 

he tamely headed over. 

Diarra headed the ball into the 

Olympiakos net in the following action 

from a free-kick, but his effort was disal-

lowed for offside against his own 

defender Kris. 

Five minutes later Portuguese 

midfielder Tiago hit a tremendous 

dipping shot from 25 metres out forcing 

Nikopolidis to tip the ball over his cross-

bar, but it was the visitors who were 

enjoying most of the possession at this 

stage. 

Lyon remain team 

Real lose
Baptista too
REUTERS, Madrid

Real Madrid forward Julio Baptista 

will be out of action for up to five 

weeks after injuring his knee in 

Wednesday's 4-1 Champions League 

victory over Rosenborg. 

The Brazilian, who was substituted 

at half time against the Norwegians, 

has strained the ligaments in his left 

knee, Real said on their website. 

Baptista will miss Real's return trip 

to face Rosenborg in two weeks time 

and up to five Primera Liga matches. 

After a low-key start to his first 

season at the Bernabeu Baptista has 

impressed in recent games after coach 

Vanderlei Luxemburgo moved him 

from the left flank to a more central 

role. 

He joins countryman Ronaldo on 

the sidelines, after Real's leading 

scorer twisted ankle ligaments in the 

side's 3-0 win over Atletico Madrid last 

weekend. 

REUTERS, London

Holders Liverpool and fellow English 

powerhouse Chelsea set a course for 

the Champions League knockout 

stage on Wednesday

Premier League rivals Chelsea and 

Liverpool, on seven points apiece, are 

favourites to qualify in Group G after 

the English champions crushed Real 

Betis 4-0 at Stamford Bridge and the 

E u r o p e a n  c h a m p i o n s  e d g e d  

Anderlecht 1-0 in Brussels. 

Meanwhile, Inter Milan's hopes of 

a third straight win were dashed by a 2-

0 defeat away to 2004 champions 

Porto but they still lead Group H after 

Rangers only drew 0-0 at home to 

Artmedia Bratislava. 

Last season's losing finalists AC 

Milan had to settle for a 0-0 draw with 

PSV Eindhoven in a re-run of their 

semi-final with the Dutch side earlier 

this year. 

They still lead Group E after a six-

goal thriller ended 3-3 between 

Fenerbahce and Schalke 04 in Turkey. 

Big-spending Chelsea were the 

night's most convincing winners after 

a wobbly start, with Jose Mourinho's 

side ripping the Spaniards to shreds. 

Ivory Coast striker Didier Drogba 

steered home the first, Portugal 

defender Ricardo Carvalho pounced 

on a goalkeeping blunder to make it 2-

0 before the break and England's Joe 

Cole rifled in a superb third. 

Though Argentine substitute 

Hernan Crespo headed the fourth, 

Chelsea's most impressive player was 

Ghanaian Michael Essien, utterly 

dominant in midfield. 

France striker Djibril Cisse scored 

Liverpool's winner after 20 minutes, 

volleying home a Dietmar Hamann 

corner. 

However, they faced plenty of 

second-half pressure before handing 

Anderlecht a record 10th consecutive 

Champions League defeat and joining 

Chelsea with a four-point lead over 

Betis. 

Inter were out of luck in Portugal, 

where defender Marco Materazzi 

conceded an own goal after 22 min-

utes and Porto's South African striker 

Benni McCarthy made it 2-0 at the 

second attempt after his free kick was 

blocked. 

Inter are two points clear of 

Rangers and Artmedia, whose match 

in Glasgow ended in boos from a 

disgruntled home crowd. 

Inter's city rivals AC Milan com-

pleted a frustrating time for Italy's four 

clubs - none of which won this week 

after Juventus lost to Bayern Munich 

and Udinese drew with Werder 

Bremen. 

Last season's beaten finalists were 

guilty of wasting a series of good 

chances and when they were on target 

they found PSV's Brazilian keeper 

Heurelho Gomes in sparkling form.

Milan's misery at failing to break 

down the team they defeated in the 

semi-finals last season was com-

pounded by the loss of star striker 

Andrei Shevchenko.

The reigning European Footballer 

of the Year limped off in the 49th 

minute and was replaced by Filippo 

Inzaghi.

"We'll wait and see what the tests 

show us tomorrow," said Milan coach 

Carlo Ancelotti.

"Obviously he's a key player for us 

but last season we managed to win 

b o t h  o f  o u r  m a t c h e s  a g a i n s t  

Manchester United without him."

Fenerbahce, whose Ghanaian 

midfielder Stephen Appiah struck a 

superb equaliser to earn them that 3-3 

home draw, and PSV have four points 

each, while Schalke have two. 

Champs, Chelsea march on
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runs in the three one-dayers with 

scores of 0, 5 and 0, though King said he 

expected the 36-year-old to find his 

form again.

"Hopefully he's saving them (runs) 

all up for us against Australia," King 

said.

"I think he's copped some pretty 

harsh criticism in the press and people 

forget what he's done.

"He's one innings away from being 

the class player again that we all know 

that he is.”

TEAM
Shivnarine Chanderpaul (captain), 

Tino Best, Dwyane Bravo, Corey 

Collymore, Fidel Edwards, Chris Gayle, 

Wavell Hinds, Brian Lara, Jermaine 

Lawson, Daren Powell,  Denesh 

Ramdin, Marlon Samuels, Ramnaresh 

Sarwan, Devon Smith, Dwayne Smith.

SCHEDULE
Oct 27-30 3-dayer Queensland
Nov 3-7 1st Test Brisbane

Nov 11-13 3-dayer Victoria
Nov 17-21 2nd Test Hobart
Nov 25-29 3rd Test Adelaide

AFP, Johannesburg

Herschelle Gibbs, set to make a 

comeback as an opening batsman, has 

challenged some of his star teammates 

to regain their best form for South 

Africa's first 20-overs international, 

against New Zealand at the Wanderers 

Stadium Friday.

Gibbs, back from injury, said he 

expected good performances from the 

five South Africans who played for the 

unsuccessful World XI one-day and 

Test teams against Australia.

He said: "I think that the guys who 

went to the Super Series will want to do 

well because they have a point to prove. 

I think their reputations took a bit of a 

knock."

South Africa started their prepara-

tions for Friday's match without cap-

tain Graeme Smith, wicketkeeper Mark 

Boucher and all-rounders Jacques 

Kallis and Shaun Pollock, who were due 

to arrive back from Australia 

Wednesday afternoon.

Fast bowler Makhaya Ntini, who 

played in the Super Series one-day 

games, returned earlier.

Gibbs said new coach Mickey Arthur 

had suggested he might open the 

batting after a stint in the middle order 

last season. "I'll be happy to move back 

up the order. Some of my best cricket 

has been as an opener. I won't necessar-

ily open, but I would like to be in the top 

three."

But it will be a gamble for South 

Africa if Gibbs opens Friday in a form of 

the game which does not allow much 

time for a batsman to settle in. A knee 

injury kept Gibbs out of the Afro-Asia 

Cup in August and forced him to with-

draw from the World XI one-day team.

He admitted that he was short of 

match practice but said he had felt in 

good form in net practices with the 

Cape Cobras franchise team and in 

individual sessions with national high 

performance manager Gary Kirsten.

While it will be South Africa's first 20-

overs international, most of the team 

have played the shortened game in 

domestic cricket, while South Africa 

were comfortable winners in a one-day 

international in the West Indies last 

season which was reduced by rain to 20 

overs a side.

New Zealand will provide stern 

opposition, however, after starting their 

tour with two convincing wins over 

South Africa A. Skipper Stephen 

Fleming and Craig McMillan hit centu-

ries in the warm-up games, while fast 

bowler Shane Bond was in excellent 

form.

The 20-overs match will be a pipe-

opener for a series of five conventional 

50-overs internationals starting in 

Bloemfontein Sunday.

United Cricket Board chief execu-

tive Gerald Majola said that despite the 

popularity of domestic 20-overs games, 

his board believed they should be 

restricted to "one-offs" at international 

level.

"We don't believe they should be 

part of the International Cricket 

Council calendar but should be kept as 

a domestic product. In our case, it is the 

only domestic competition that gener-

ates income for the franchises."

New Zealand's only previous 20-

overs international was against 

Australia in Auckland in February, 

when Ricky Ponting's unbeaten 98 off 

55 balls inspired Australia to a 44-run 

win.

On that occasion, the New Zealand 

team wore beige kit from the 1980s and 

some of the players sported unusual 

hairstyles. This time, though, they will 

be turning out in their regular black 

uniforms and treating the game as a no-

frills international contest.

New Zealand won their most recent 

one-day series against South Africa by 

five matches to one in New Zealand last 

year but South Africa have generally 

held the advantage when they have 

played the Kiwis at home.

A notable exception was New 

Zealand's upset win at the Wanderers 

during the 2003 World Cup, a result 

which contributed to South Africa's 

early exit from the tournament.

SQUADS
SOUTH AFRICA (from): Graeme Smith 

(captain), Jacques Kallis (vice-captain), 

Nicky Boje, Mark Boucher, AB de 

Villiers, Boeta Dippenaar, Herschelle 

Gibbs, Andrew Hall, Justin Kemp, Charl 

Langeveldt, Albie Morkel, Andre Nel, 

Makhaya Ntini, Shaun Pollock, Ashwell 

Prince.

NEW ZEALAND (from): Stephen 

Fleming (captain), Daniel Vettori (vice-

captain), Andre Adams, Nathan Astle, 

Shane Bond, James Franklin, Hamish 

Marshall, James Marshall, Brendon 

McCullum, Craig McMillan, Kyle 

Mills, Jacob Oram, Jeetan Patel, Scott 

Styris, Lou Vincent.

NZ-SA twenty20 today

Youthful WI 
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Pakistan favour preparation of such 

pitches now. We are looking to have 

good Test pitches that last for five days 

and offer encouragement to batsmen 

and bowlers," he said on Wednesday.

Pakistan has also called back its 

forgotten leg-spinner Mushtaq 

Ahmed to the league of 25 probables, 

PCB said Wednesday.

A training camp would start in 

Lahore from Friday until November 2, 

where Mushtaq and other four proba-

ble spinners vie for their chances, the 

PCB said.

PROBABLES
Inzamamul Haq, Salman Butt, Shoaib 

Malik, Younis Khan, Mohammad 

Yousuf, Hasan Raza, Abdul Razzaq, 

Kamran Akmal, Danish Kaneria, 

Umar  Gul ,  Mohammad Sami,  

Navedul Hasan, Shabbir Ahmed, 

Shoaib Akhtar, Mohammad Asif, 

Imran Tahir, Mushtaq Ahmed, Asim 

Kamal, Shahid Afridi, Bazid Khan, 

Shahid Nazir, Faisal Iqbal, Mansoor 

Amjad, Imran Farhat, Arshad Khan.

PCB finds 
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With whatever experience and educa-

tion I gained over the years as a player 

and coach and an avid lover of the sport, 

I did my very best to help accommodate 

a world-class coach and trainer for our 

promising young players and initiated a 

start-up programme with aspiration of 

bringing soccer back in the limelight just 

like we enjoyed during our glory days of 

football in the 70s and 80s. 

Even though my decisions were 

entirely within the guidelines and rules 

of FIFA and as well as the constitution of 

BFF, I found myself at odds with the 

higher authority at BFF that chose to 

reject my decisions replacing them with 

their own set of plans. 

It is unfortunate that the decision 

came at a crucial time when I had just 

implemented the programme and I was 

about to steer the team to the direction 

that I always wanted and dreamt of 

Bangladesh football to reach someday. 

Now I find myself in an awkward 

situation only to realise that by accept-

ing the rejection and still remaining in 

the committee will only continue to 

reflect my inability to conduct my job for 

what I was elected for. 

Therefore, to avoid conflict and in 

the better interest of football in 

Bangladesh, I feel obliged to step aside 

and make room for someone more 

qualified to take over this position. 

Despite failing to satisfy the authority 

with my service I still wish to thank the 

BFF for the opportunity I was allowed.

SALAHUDDIN'S STATEMENT  
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“We have discussed the resignation of 

our honourable vice-president and the 

chairman of the NTMC. He has the right 

to do anything but we think we should 

reach a decision that will serve football 

in the end,” told Sultan.

When asked whether the resignation 

was accepted, the BFF chief opined that 

he alone was not responsible to do that. 

“It has to go through a process.” 

When asked whether it has anything 

to do with Amirul Islam Babu's recent 

actions, he said that 'it could be many 

things'.

“It's an organisation where we 

respect every one. Salahuddin is a jewel 

in our crown but may be he has taken this 

decision after being hurt for any reason. 

We would request him on behalf of the 

nation to stay with us for the greater 

interest of football.”

“I was authorised by the executive 

committee to select the officials after it 

failed to do so. Now if it needs any rational 

changes, we can think about it. All deci-

sions in an organisation like this is open 

all the time,” Sultan added.

Salahuddin 

Jamil, Iqbal 
NSC's choice
SPORTS REPORTER

The National Sports Council has 

nominated Khondokar Jamil Uddin 

and Feroz Mahmud Iqbal as its repre-

sentatives to the Bangladesh Cricket 

Board.

Jamil was a losing vice-president 

candidate in the August 28 election 

while Iqbal is a councillor of Jaipurhat 

District Sports Association and assign-

ment officer of the Prime Minister's 

Office.

The pair will join the elected 28-

member executive committee.

HP Squad 
win in Lanka
BDNEWS, Dhaka

The Bangladesh High Performance 

Squad registered a five-wicket win over 

hosts Sri Lanka in Colombo in the fourth 

match of their tour on Thursday. 

Batting first, the home side were 

bundled out for 127 in 38.2 overs with 

Udawatta top-scoring with 44 off 46 balls. 

Spinner Saquib Al Hasan took three 

wickets for 20 and paceman Farhad Reza 

took 2-18. 

In reply, the visitors reached 128-5 in 

22.1 overs. 

Farhad Reza made a match-winning 

54 off 58 balls with 11 boundaries and 

Saquib hammered 48 off 56 balls with six 

boundaries. The two added 88 runs for 

the fourth wicket. 

CCL matches 

rescheduled
BDNEWS, Dhaka 

The fourth round matches of the 

GrameenPhone Corporate Cricket 

League scheduled for October 22 and 23 

have been rescheduled for inclement 

weather. 

The fixture will be bodily shifted and 

the competition will resume on October 

25. 

Parag, Emon, 

Sagar share lead
BDNEWS, Dhaka

Fide Master Mehdi Hasan Parag, Syed 

Ma h f u z u r  R a h m a n  E m o n  a n d  

Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar were 

jointly leading the Prime Bank Eighth 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R a t i n g  C h e s s  

Tournament table with 5.5 points after 

the sixth round at  the Chess 

Federation hall-room on Thursday. 

S y e d  E j a z  H o s s a i n ,  S o h e l  

Chowdhury, Mahtabuddin Ahmed 

and Khorshed Alam were in second 

position with five points each.
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 Championship in Karachi in 

December.

The BFF approved the selection 

after discussion with Argentine 

coach Diego Cruciani, who is run-

ning the residential camp at BKSP.

A 24-member squad for the 

Myanmar meet is likely to be 

announced today from the 28-

member preliminary squad.

Joy new nat’l 
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