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CULTURAL FEAST

Korean Cultural Festival
Organisers: Embassy of Republic of
Korea, Bangladesh-Korea Friendship
Association and Bangladesh-Korea
Cultural Friendship Association

2005 Korean Taekwondo
Tournament

Venue: Mirpur Sports Stadium

Date: November 18

Photography Exhibition
Occasion: History of friendship
between the people of Bangladesh
and Russia and activities of RCSC
Venue: Russian Centre of Science
and Culture, House 510, Road 7,
Dhanmondi

Date: September 29- October 15

Title: Gunter Grass: Photographs
Photographer: Nasir Al Mamun
Venue: Exhibition Gallery, Goethe
Institut, Dhanmondi Dhaka.

Date: October 14-30

Film Screening

Organiser: Alliance Francaise
Venue: La Gallery, Alliance Francaise
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Date: October 07-28

Schedule

October 14 Le Cercle Rouge
October 21 Western

October 28 Yamakasi

Art Exhibition

Title: Les lllustrets

Artist: 15 Contemporary artists of
France

Venue: La Gallery, Alliance Francaise
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Date: October 14-30

Calligraphy Exhibition
Title: 1st young artist calligraphy
exhibition

Organiser: Centre for Asian Islamic
Art & Culture

Artists: 13 contemporary young artists
Venue: Vashkar Novera Hall,
Bangladesh National Museum

Date: October 09-19

Eid Festival 2005

Title: 1st South Asian Women
Entrepreneurs Eid Festival 2005
Organiser: WEAB and High
Commission of Pakistan

Items: Products from the women
entrepreneurs of Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal, India and Pakistan

Venue: National Shooting Federation
Complex

Date: October 10-15, from 11am to
10pm

Sculpture Exhibition
Title: Duo

Artist: Tarana Halim

Venue: Zainul Art Gallery, Dhaka
University

Date: October 08-13, from 11am to
8pm

World Sight Day

Today is World Sight Day. As this day
is observed globally with many
programmes, Standard Chartered
Bank Bangladesh is featuring a
documentary film. Titled Seeing is
Believing, the work is part of a global
campaign to restore avoidable
blindness, says a press release. The
film will be televised on Channel i at
6.10 pmtoday.

Presented by former British
Prime Minister, Sir John Major, the
fim was earlier telecast on BBC
World on October 8 and 9. Filmed in
Africa, India and China, the film
profiles the most destructive eye
disease through moving personal
stories of people living with
avoidable blindness.

A curtain raiser

Chhayanaut by Nagorik Natyasampraday

ERSHAD KaMoOL

hen The Daily Star caught
up with renowned theatre
actor-director Aly Zaker

in the rehearsal room of Nagorik
Natyasampradaya he was caught up in

u..n-.a.ll

Aly Zaker seen rehearsing with the members of the cast

afrenzy of activity. On the cards at the
end of November is a premiere show
by popular theatre troupe Nagorik.
The troupe is gearing up for a play
based on Indian actor-playwright
Utpal Datt's script Chhayanaut, which
isthe 38th production of Nagorik.

Commenting on the play, Zaker,
the president of Nagorik Natya-
sampradaya, says, “Utpal Datt's play is
set against the backdrop of the film
industry scenario of 1950s Kolkata.
However, the spoof is applicable even
in the current scenario of fame and

glamour-based current package
drama industry. One of the dialogues
of the play thatappeals to me iswhen a
protagonist says, “None of us are stars,
rather we are comets”. This adage,
with the theme of transience, reveals
thereality of the glamour industry.

Chhayanaut represents the fate of
the so- called stars. One glamorous
star replaces another and displaces
him from the viewers' mind. The aim
of the play is to show that everything in
the glamour world is simply repeti-
tive.”

In the course of editing the play,
Zaker has simply modified a male
character to a female but rest of the
original script remains the same.

On his distinctive directorial
approach, Zaker has given emphasis
to “vocal- based acting”. To quote
him, “In this play the speech of the
performers is more important to me
than theirbodylanguage.”

Zaker and Nasirul Haque Khokon
have jointly designed the set of the
play. Zaker says, “A large part of the
set remains empty. We have used a
thrust stage.” Set colour, props,
costumes and other elements are
based on the fashion scene in Kolkata
inthe 1950s.

Light designer Nasirul Haque
Khokon says, “Light design is very
simple for the play to create the
ambience of the 50s.”

John Lennon: The world still remembers...

John Lennon (C) with Paul McCartney (R) and Yoko Ono

On October 9, 1940, John Winston
Lennon was born into a world he would
change within the next 40 years. If he
were alive, John Lennon would've
turned 65 thisyear.

Singer, songwriter, musician, actor,
activist, author, visionary, poet -- he
would bear all titles on his slim
shoulders, rewriting the rules of
modern music and affecting a great
many generationsin the process.

His role in The Beatles
notwithstanding, Lennon has long
been recognised as one of the greatest
icons of our time. When the BBC ran a

poll a few years ago to name the 100
Greatest Britons, he came in eighth.
Impressive, considering Charles
Darwin came in fourth, William
Shakespeare was fifth and Sir Issac
Newton, sixth.

A fascination with rock n' roll,
brought Lennon and Paul McCartney
closer. After Lennon joined the
Liverpool College of Art, he met his first
future wife, Cynthia Powell, and started
aband called the Quarry Men with Paul
McCartney and another friend, George
Harrison.

Theband changed its name a couple

Moondogs, then The Silver Beetles.
Finally, they settled on The Beatles. In
little over a decade, The Beatles -- John,
Paul, George and Ringo Starr --
managed to top all kinds of charts in a
number of countries, driving people to
hysteriawherever theywent.

The band visited India in search of
peace and returned to England to
create the self-titled masterpiece often
referred toas TheWhite Album.

It was somewhere around this
time that Lennon fell in love with a
Japanese artiste called Yoko. The
woman the press would blame --

Beatles. The band was soon finished.
Lennon the peace-activist, however,
was just waking up.

Following his split from The Beatles,
Lennon and Yoko began a series of
public protests against the Vietnam
War. He returned his Member of the
Order of the British Empire (MBE) to
Queen Elizabeth II, and recorded his
'peaceanthem' Give peace a chance.

In 1971, Imagine was released.
While it was his most successful solo
album, it is the title track that
continues to adorn clothing even
today. Other tracks followed, some
vitriolic, like How do you sleep, others
controversial, like Woman is the
nigger of the world. Towards the end
of 1975, he made a surprise
appearance at an Elton John show in
Madison Square Garden. It would be
hislast concertappearance.

On December 8, 1980, a deranged
fan called Mark David Chapman shot
John Lennon five times, a minute after
getting his autograph. It happened a
few steps outside his home, in New
York. Lennon died on the way to
hospital.

In 2000, the John Lennon Museum
opened in Japan. In 2002, Liverpool
airport was renamed Liverpool John
Lennon Airport. Earlier this year, a
musical titled Lennon was created for
Broadway. A John Lennon Park has
been built in Cuba. His word still sells
too. In July 2005, handwritten lyrics for
All you need is love were auctioned for
£600,000in London.

Exhibition

Duo: An intimate experience

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

When or how does an artist know what
her artwork should be about? For
Tarana Halim, this issue was resolved
when she was doing the First Part of her
Masters in Sculpture; when her teach-
ers urged her to experiment and search
for her own philosophy. She believes
that nature and human figures can
inspire anartistendlessly.

Her relentless search was fruitful
when she began to be aware of her own
surroundings. On her way to and from
her dormitory (which is in the univer-
sity area), she always found “couples”
by the roadside. Some of them could
have been couples, some just friends
and some may be siblings. The fact that
one can always find them together on
the sidewalks and parks fascinated her.
She made quick drawings on the spot,
which were later transformed realisti-

A portrait of Tarana Halim (R) and her works

cally into little clay pieces in The Fine
Arts Institute. From that stage she
endeavoured for simplified forms in
clay, which later served as layouts for
the bigger wooden sculptures. The end
product is Duo, her solo exhibition;
which ends today at the Zainul Art
Gallery, Dhaka University.

Although this is Tarana's first solo
exhibition, her boldness and commit-
ment to the media is prominent. Solid,
lifeless and unfeeling blocks of wood
have been eloquently transformed
into pieces of artwork that evoke an
unending flow of life and emotion in
the spectator's mind. To achieve that
quality, this award-winning artist
talked with couples to learn more
about them. She focused on the
nuances in the body language of
couples according to different moods.
She is determined to work more on
couples later, when she will introduce

colour and texture; and bring out their
psychological conditions.

Interestingly, sculpture was not
Tarana's childhood obsession. It was
only when she was getting prepared
for the admission test at the Fine Arts
Institute that she began to develop a
fascination for this media. Learning
about Novera, a pioneer sculptor of
the country, she was inspired to
model or cut something and create
art. Tarana likes simplified and lucid
forms that general people can easily
understand and enjoy.

The people of Khulna, her home-
town, will also get a chance to enjoy
her creations from November 12 to
Novemberl6 at Khulna Press Club
Seminar Room.

For all sculpture enthusiasts, a visit
to Duo either in Dhaka or Khulna
promises an aesthetic encounter with
pureintimacy.
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North Korea opens
its doors to foreign

filmmakers

AFP, Busan

North Korea is commonly portrayed as the world's bad guy in
Hollywood, but the country's movie-buff leader Kim Jong-Il is
striking back by opening up Pyongyang's film industry to

foreign participation.

The policy is aimed at reviving the fortunes of the Stalinist
state's once thriving movie business and will also enable North
Korean films to reach overseas, according to Chinese filmmaker
Piao Zun Xi, the director of the first foreign feature made in the
reclusive country. “North Korea is willing to participate actively
in co-production activities,” Piao told a meeting at the Pusan
International Film Festival in South Korea's Southern Busan

city.

“Kim Jong-Il is well known to be an avid film lover.

(North Korea) wants to learn from other countries what is

goingonin the film sector,” he said.

Piao, an ethnic Korean, has just finished making The
Secret of Rikidozan about one of North Korea's most
worshipped national heroes, champion professional
wrestler Rikidozan. “This is the first film co-operation
between China and North Korea,” said Piao, who shot the
film entirely in North Korea with Chinese and North

Korean stars.

Kim Hyung-Joon, president of the Korean Motion
Picture Producers Association, said he was excited about
the possibilities raised for joint Korean productions. Joon
said he had also heard North Korea's Dear Leader was
gathering 200 foreign films for screening to audiences

Champion professional wrestler Rikidozan, in the 1960s

North Korean cinema was very strong in the 1970s,

said.

churning out movies that were lapped up by entertain-
ment-starved Chinese audiences during the Cultural
Revolution, Piao said. But famine and poverty led to the
neglect of the industry which no longer had enough equip-
ment to make international standard movies on its own, he

North Korean propaganda proclaims Rikidozan as the world's
greatest ever wrestler and his death in 1963 was surrounded by
claims that he was murdered because he brought shame on
America and Japan by beating their wrestlers. Countless books
and documentaries have been made about Rikidozan in his

of times. They were Johnny and the  wrongly -- for the break-up of The Compiled by Cultural Correspondent there who are usually denied access to overseas culture. native North Korea.
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