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It was a jubilant group of students who 

stood proud in the recent certificate 

presentation of Trinity College Lon-

don, theory of music examinations. 

The organiser was Silverstar Academy 

which has conducted the exam since 

2003 and the venue was the Russian 

Cultural Centre. 

Talking to Saibu Shayer, who 

received recognition for getting full 

100 marks in 2005, one got a glimpse of 

a talented musician who is committed 

to his art. What drives him? Appar-

ently he is a great aficionado of a new 

genre called progressive rock (a step in 

the evolution of music) exemplified by 

Jordan Rudess. 

“My ambition is to combine genres 

such as progressive rock, neo-

classical, black metal and eastern 

music,” says the elated Shayer who 

has trained under Timir Nandy, music 

teacher at SFX Greenherald School 

and course director of the Academy. 

His plan is to do a master's in music 

“like Nandy sir”, asserts the young A 

level student of European Standard 

School. Nandy is, in fact, a role model 

for many a student, being the first to 

teach western classical music in 

Bangladesh.

Another student, Showla Nazneen 

(piano and keyboards), was also on 

cloud nine for receiving a commenda-

tion for getting the highest marks in 

2004. In her words, “I am thrilled at 

getting this distinction. Initially I was 

nervous and couldn't think of such a 

prize but the encouragement of my 

parents and teachers saw me 

through.”

The evening at the Russian Cultural 

Centre was marked by speeches from 

ad and theatre personality, Aly Zaker, 

the chief guest and special guests S 

Prabagar (chief operating officer of  

the Commercial Bank of Ceylon, 

which sponsored the show) and Omer 

Farook, ex-director (Music and 

Dance) Shilpakala Academy, Silverine 

Shrikanthan,  principal  of  the 

Silverstar Academy and representa-

tive, Trinity College and Timir Nandy. 

The articulate Aly Zaker said he had 

an exposure to both western and 

eastern classical music. He pointed 

out that if one could draw inspiration 

from Silverstar, the future of the 

“abysmal” music scene would be 

brighter. He nurtured the hope that 

Eastern and Western music traditions 

would come together. 

“Let this be a starting point. May 

Bangladeshi students like these today 

be the torchbearers for future genera-

tions,” said Zaker.
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CULTURAL FEAST

Film Screening
Title: Werner Herzog-Klaus Kinski 
Retrospective
Organiser: Zahir Raihan Film Society
Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10, 
Road 9, Dhanmondi
Date: October 05-06
October 06
2:30pm Fitzcarraldo
6:15pm Cobra Verde/ Slave Coast
8:00pm My Best Field

Theatre 

Title: Ahorkandol
Group: Janmoshutro
Director: Kamaluddin Nilu 
Venue: Experimental Theatre Stage, 
Shilpakala Academy
Date: October 06, at 7:15pm

Saree Exhibition
Title: Shoilpic Fashion and Design
Artist: Nahida Sharmeen
Venue: Gallery Chitrak, House 21, 
Road 4, Dhanmondi
Date: September 30- October 14, from 
10am to 8pm

Photography Exhibition
Occasion: History of friendship 
between the people of Bangladesh and 
Russia
Venue: Russian Centre of Science   
and Culture, House 510, Road 7, 
Dhanmondi
Date: September 29-October 15

Photography Exhibition
Artist: Lino Dalle Vedove

Venue: Alliance Francaise, Dhanmondi

Date: September 21-October 07

FAYZA HAQ

T HE press show of the do-

cumentary Priyobhashini was 

held on September 4 at the 

Sufia Kamal auditorium in the National 

Museum.

Filmmaker Manzar-e-Haseen 

Murad, commenting on the film said, 

“The film is informative. However if the 

film were technically better it would 

have been more enjoyable. It is definitely 

a useful piece of work. This adds to 

already existing knowledge about 

Priyobhashini. Nevertheless, I firmly 

believe that more research work should 

have gone into it.”

Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed said 

about the subject, “Priyobhashini has 

chosen driftwood to work on and this 

medium is like nature itself. Her work is 

spontaneous and she does not let life's 

cruelties overwhelm her. This film helps 

to record the history of one of our 

freedom fighters and makes us more 

aware of our past.”

Ferdousi Priyobhashini said, “Quite a 

few elements in the film are accurate. It 

has stressed on one aspect that in middle 

age too one has the right to dress up. 

There's no social barrier against looking 

after oneself in the late years. This is not 

the first time that my life has been dealt 

with in public. I think the film could have 

gone into more detail to make it more 

interesting. When I write my memoirs, it 

will definitely go into more details.”

Asked why he had made this 

particular documentary, Mahbubul 

Alam Taru said, “As a reporter for Tara 

TV I've seen many works by women 

artists. I was particularly moved by 

Priyobhashini's works. She has no 

academic qualification but creates 

fascinating images from driftwood and 

roots. I've shown her childhood, when 

she is singing and learning dance from 

SM Sultan. Most of us were not aware 

that Priyobhashini sings well too. I've 

also stressed on how she suffered at the 

hands of Pak soldiers in 1971. I've shown 

how she has married for love for the first 

time but the marriage went astray 

despite children.

“When she had her first exhibition in 

Jessore in 1991, SM Sultan encouraged 

her greatly and made her take her 

driftwood art seriously. I have also 

shown how young women flock to her 

for inspiration and how she instills in 

them the necessity to work hard. She 

recently had an open heart surgery but 

she refused to take financial help from 

people. She said that she would sell her 

work somehow and gather the neces-

sary funds.”

Taru has not had academic training 

in film making except a course in video 

that he did under Mujibur Rahman at 

the Alliance Francaise 20 years ago. After 

that he went into writing and wrote four 

books, Boronno Bektitto, Thandu 
Mamar Bura Angul,  Footballer Raja 

Salauddin and Mrittu. Adds Taru “I used 

to see a lot of films at the cultural centres. 

I've worked with Tareque Masud on his 

research documentary on Matir Moina. 

The script, camera work and direction of 

the film Priyobhashini are all mine. I 

used a 3CCD DV camera. I got some help 

from British Council and the magazine 

An a n n y a .  I  w a n t e d  t o  d e p i c t  

Priyobhashini's struggles. I hope to 

give the film to different channels. The 

film has English subtitles and is 

37minutes long.”

Priyobhashini on celluloid

Music

Young musical talents 

display their prowess

Driftwood is her medium

ANSAR AHMED ULLAH

Bangladeshi young artist Syed 

Mohammed Shamim's first solo 

exhibition titled 'Paradise….' ran 

from September 23-October 4 at the 

Brixton Art Gallery, South London

This was Shamim's first solo 

exhibition abroad. His paintings 

have previously been part of a group 

exhibition at Gallery Kusabue in 

Japan. In Bangladesh he has taken 

part in exhibitions at the Arial Centre, 

National Museum, Berger Young 

Artist Exhibition, Gallery Tone and 

Bulbul Academy amongst others. 

About the exhibition in London, 

Shamim said, “In our constant 

search for happiness, in our grasping 

for peace and pleasure, are we lost? 

Have we found what we hoped to 

find? In our euphoria we do not take 

time out to reconcile because maybe 

we will be disappointed...Our para-

dise is vulnerable.” 

Syed Mohammad Shamim's 

paintings are colourful and restless 

abstractions, expressing poetically 

the shifting premise on which para-

dise lies. His marks are dynamic. 

Images of birds, boats, trees, water, 

roads and paradise appear within our 

grasp and  then fragment.

Shamim studied at the Bulbul 

Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA) in 

D h a k a  a n d  h a s  a  s t u d i o  i n  

Mohakhali, Dhaka. His future plans 

are to exhibit his works in other 

European countries. 

Shamim's first solo 
in London

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

ATN Music, a sister concern of the 

satellite channel ATN Bangla, is set to 

release a number of audio albums on 

the occasion of Eid. To make an official 

announcement about these upcom-

ing albums, the recording company 

organised a special press conference 

at the Hotel Sheraton recently. 

The participants presented  a brief 

introduction of the audiocassettes. A 

collection of music videos that was 

shot in 50 locations of 12 countries 

around the world will be released on 

the occasion of Eid. This video album 

is Mon Maney Na by Iva Rahman. 

Apart from this VCD, the other audio 

albums are Ekla Hotey Chai by Robi 

Chowdhury, Bandhu Rang Lagailo 

Poraney by Momtaj, Unish Bish by 

Aiyub Bachchu and Pothik Nabi, 

Premer Shanko by Subir Nandi and 

Indrani Sen, Prem Shudhu Je Kanday 

by Shathi and Lajuk Lata by Irin 

Jhumur. ATN Music will also release 

VCDs of five TV plays and two films 

that were telecast on ATN Bangla. The 

chairperson of ATN Bangla Mahfuzur 

Rahman, director Nesar Ahmed, chief 

advisor Saiful Bari, Senior Vice Presi-

dent Sarkar Firoz, lyricist Shahidullah 

Farayzee, and singers Iva Rahman, 

Shubhro Dev, Rabi Chowdhury and 

Badshah Bulbul spoke on the occa-

sion.  

New albums of ATN 
Music on this Eid

Shongbrita, a recital troupe, 

arranged a recitation programme 

titled “Bondhonhin Granthi” at the 

Liberation War Museum on 

October 4. Before the programme, 

the troupe paid their respects to 

cultural activist Amal Biswas 

Kotha, who passed away on 

October 5. Besides acting, Kotha 

was a regular member of theatrical 

troupe Nagorik Natyasampradaya. 

Popular and promising recitors 

participated in the programme.

Whatever Aamir Khan does makes news. Known to be 

choosy about his roles, the actor will now be playing a 

character with 'grey’ shades in Kunal Kohli's next film, 

titled Fanaah. This will be quite a change after playing 

the character of Mangal Pandey in The Rising. Fanaah 

stars Aamir Khan and Kajol in the lead roles. Based in 

Kashmir, it has Kajol playing a simple Kashmiri lass, 

whereas Aamir plays a terrorist. The director of the 

film, Kunal Kohli, will talk about the film only two 

months prior to the release. This is his next film after 

Hum Tum. Fanaah is a kind of comeback for Kajol who 

has taken a hiatus from work post marriage. Tabu will 

also be playing an important character in the film. 

Aamir and Kajol were seen in Ishq earlier, although not 

opposite each other. Expectations are high from the 

ensemble cast in Fanaah.

Source: Internet

Aamir and Kajol in Fanaah
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Ferdousi Priyobhashini in the documentary

Chief guest Aly Zaker presents a certificate to Saibu Shayer

(L-R) Iva Rahman, Mahfuzur Rahman and Shubhro Dev at the press conference
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