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Street children need support to
contribute to society

ARISE sharing programme told

CITY CORRESPONDENT

If the underprivileged street children
are provided with appropriate sup-
port including proper education and
the basic necessities, they can defi-
nitely contribute to society.

This was observed at a discussion
organised by Appropriate Resources
for Improving Street Children's
Environment (ARISE) in observance
ofthe Child Rights Week 2005.

Children from both the streets and
affluent families attended
programme and took part in discus-
sion held at the auditorium of the
Department of Social Services (DSS)
inthecity.

ARISE is a collaborative initiative
ofthe DSS and United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP) to
improve the status of underprivi-
leged children.

In the first session of the
programme, Social Welfare Minister
Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid was
the chief guest and State Minister for
Home Affairs Lutfozzaman Babor the
special guest. Deputy Resident
Representative of UNDP Larry
Maramis also spoke.

After the first session, street chil-

dren from six divisions and school-
children from Dhaka took part in a
sharing session which was presided
over by Hafizul Islam Mian, director
general, DSS.

The street children explained how
they spend their whole day. Most of
the kids from the streets and the
government-run drop-in centres
(DIC) said they get up early in the
morning and after washing up they
straight go to work. After lunch they
again startworking.

The underprivileged children said
they are deprived of their basic rights
including education and medical
care. "I feel sad seeing other children
going to school. I want to go to school
and receive education like the other
citizens," said AlAmin, a street child.

The kids also said they feel sad
during Eid and other festivals when
children from well off families wear
colorful dress, eat delicious food and
enjoywith their parents.

"When we stand at the school
gates, the guards often misbehave
with us and asks us to leave the place.
What they do not understand is we
just love to see the kids getting in and
out of the school. That is our only
satisfaction," said Nasima, another

street child.

The hardest part of the working
children's life is the wage discrimina-
tion. The employers deprive them of
due wages. Those who work as hawk-
ersearnalittle.

The girls alleged that they are
subject to teasing as they return
home or the DIC at night after work.
People in the street sometimes mis-
behave with them.

Asked when theyfeel good, most of
them said they enjoy a lot the com-
pany of their parents. They love to
playgamesand watch TV.

On the other hand, schoolchildren
from well off families said they never
need to worry about food and trans-
portation while going to schools or
any other places. They get care and
affection from their parents and
ample opportunities of entertain-
ment.

The kids from the affluent families
were astounded to know the sad
stories of the street children and the
deprivation and discriminations the
underprivileged children face.

The street children also pointed
out that they are deprived of medical
care when they fall sick. Many under-

treatment or no treatment. Their
parents cannot afford to buy medi-
cines for them duringillness.

The other discussants observed
that the gap between the status of
street children and that of the kids
from well off families is huge. They
suggested narrowing the gap by
holding "sharing programmes'
frequently.

They pointed out that many
schools have arranged evening
schoolfor street children raising fund
from the schoolchildren's tiffin
money. They suggested that other
schools can also start such practices.

Larry Maramis from UNDP said
street children are termed 'commu-
nity children' around the world and
the number of such children could be
around 150 million worldwide. He
stressed giving them training on
alternative skills so that they can
contribute to society.

Secretary of the Ministry of Social
Welfare Qazi Monwarul Haq was the
chief guest at the second session.
National Project Director of ARISE
Abdus Sabur gave the welcome
address while TV personality
Abdullah Zafar moderated the
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privileged children die due to wrong

programme.

Children from streets and affluent families participated in a workshop organised by ARISE yesterday to observe the Child Rights Week 20(
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- i ier- - - Bus No. Route Starts from
International 9550884 Dolphin Courier- 9558802 Libraries, Cultural and Museum and Zoo

Air Borne Express- 9561371,
9561372, 9550724

Air Couriers Int'l (BD) Ltd.-
8815970

Aramex International Courier-
9558003, 9559582, 9565075
Airspeed Express- 9563494
Asian Courier Services Ltd.-
8313543

Baishakhi Courier Service-
9558606

Banmgladesh Express Co. Ltd.-
9565114

Bangladesh Courier Sercive-
9563989

Bengal Express- 9560642,
9552666

Bangladesh Int'l Courier- 953636
Continental Service Ltd.-
9552948, 9558425

DHL Worldwide Express-
9881703-7, 9886305-9, 9882057
Enem Express- 9330699

Fedex Bangladesh Express Co.
Ltd- 9565114

Modhuban Gourier Service-

Overseas Gourier Service-
9352431, 8321169

Pacific Courier- 9568446
Reliance Express Service-
9558515, 7110249

Sky International service-
9660442

Skynet world Wide Express-
9558062,9560258, 7114787,
7113184

TNT Express- 9566662, 9558239,
8618155

Union Courier Service- 9341722
United Parcel Service Air alliance
Ltd- 8826429, 8310223

National

Asian courier Service Ltd-
8313543

BAE- 9884851

Central Courier Service- 9881118
Confidence Courier Service Ltd.
9567036

Chisty Courier- 7110177-9,
Cosmopol Services- 9552793,
9557975

Dhaka Courier Services- 7236222

Dreamland Courier Service-
9550326, 9566975

Pioneer Courier Services-
9561727, 9569759

Probashi Courier Services-
9346359

Rainbow Express Parcel Services
Ltd.- 8322773, 8315703
Reliance Express Services-
9558515, 7110249

Sundarban Courier Services-
9551984, 9556189, 9551656
Sunrise Courier Services-
9568751

World Runner Express Ltd.
9112068, Fax - 880-2-9112068

Do you know according to
Dhaka City Corporation,
you must deposit your
waste at the collection
site between 4pm

and 10pm

Information Centers

Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673
Bangla Academy- 8619550

Islamic Foundation- 9550280, 955640

The American Centre (IRC)-8813440-
4,9886395

The Nazrul Institute- 9114602

Ford Foundation- 8116133

Alliance Francaise- 8611557

British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute Int’l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Information Centre & Cultural
Library- 8850141, 8850142

The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314

Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412

. 1 Gulistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 10, 11, 12
National Museum- 8619396-9 2 Gulistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 1, 2
Open: 10 am 5 pm, Friday 3 3 Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mahakhali-Airport-Azampur
pm- 8 pm, Thursday closed 4 Shyampur-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Airport-Tongi
Muktijuddha Jadughar- 5 Sayedabad-Kamalapur-Motijheel-Airport-Joydebpur-Gazipur
9559091 6A  Kamalapur-Motijheel-Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Gulshan 1, 2
Open: 10:30 am 6:30 pm, 6B Kamalapur-Motijheel-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 1, 2
Sunday Closed 6C Motijheel Shapla chattar- Malibagh- Farmgate- Gulshan 2
Bangabandhu Smiti Jadughar- 7 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 2
8110046 8 Chittagong-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asad Gate-Kalyanpur-Gabtoli
Open: 10 am 5 pm, Wednesday 9 Demra Rani mahal-Motijheel-Kalbagan-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 10, 11, 12
closed 10 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Kakrail-Malibagh-Rampura-Biswa Road-Tongi Bridge
11 Sayedabad-Motijheel-Fakirapool-Maghbazar-Mohakhali-Tongi Bridge
Ahsan Manzil . . . o
11/A  Sayedabad-Khilgoan-Malibagh-Rampura-Airport-Tongi Bridge
Open: 10.am 5 pm, Friday: 3 12 Shanir Akhra-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asadgate-Mohammadpur
pm - 7 pm, Thursday Closed 13 Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Jhigatola-Shangkar-Mohammedpur
Shishu Jadughar- 9666466 14 Signboard -Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 12
Open: 10 am- 6 pm, Sunday 15 Chittagong Road-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mirpur 12
Closed 24 Gulistan-Maghbazar-Mohakhali-Airport-Uttara-Bipile
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Phoolbaria bus station
Phoolbaria bus station

Shyampur

Sayedabad

Kamalapur

Kamalapur

Motijheel Shaplachattar
Sadarghat

Chittagong Road
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