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Ensure uninterrupted supply of
adequate electricity

Khaleda asks power division officials

UNB, Savar

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday
asked the officials and employees of the
power division to work relentlessly to
ensure uninterrupted supply of ade-
quateelectricity.

Referring to government's tempo-
rary steps taken as energy-saving
measures, she asked all concerned to be
more enterprising and active to quickly
overcomesuch crisis situation.

"Power division is seller of power
and electricity-user common people

are clients," she said, reminding them
all that power is now not only a service
sector but recognised as a commercial
productall over theworld.

While inaugurating a new power
substation, the Prime Minister told the
rank and file of the power sector that
"system loss of power will have to be
further reduced and all types of irregu-
larities curbed" in order to put their
account straight and function effi-
cientlytoreach the setgoal.

She said investment in power sector
hasbeen given high priority in IPRSP for
realising her government's commit-
ment to reach quality and adequate
electricity at reasonable tariffs to all the
peopleby2020.

Khaleda was inaugurating
Aminbazar 230/132KV power substa-
tion at Aminbazar and 230KV
Hasanbad-Aminbazar and Aminbazar-
Tongi power transmission lines.She
said an additional 360 megawatts of
power will be added to the national grid
by February after completion of some
projects.

She said power centres with 1,020
megawatts of capacity have been put
into operation in last four years, and if
the initiatives taken by her government
continued, it would be possible to
generate 2,900 MW more power in next
fiveyears.

She said new connections had been
given to nearly 33 lakh people in last
four years when 300-kilometer trans-
mission and 66,000-kilometer power
distributionlines setup.

Khaleda said they formed Energy
Regulatory Commission for proper
management of power, gas and petro-
leum sectors and their coordination. She
hoped that this would improve the
standard of power service and protect
the consumers' interest.

She said the state-owned Power
Grid Company has been made more
effective and stronger for rapid devel-
opment of power sector. Already these
companies

have finished many important
transmission lines and construction of
power substations. And massive devel-
opment will take place in power-
transmission system after completion
ofagood number of projects.

Khaleda formally opened the
Aminbazar power substation and
power transmission lines by unveiling
plaques. The government and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) have jointly
financed the scheme.

State Minister for Power Division
Igbal Hassan Mahmud and local MP
Dewan Md Salauddin also spoke on the
occasion.

'14 union parishad
representatives
killed in one yr'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 14 Union Parishad (UP) represen-
tatives were killed and 49 injured during the
last year, according to findings of
Democracywatch, a non-government
human rights and good governance organi-
sation.

It observed and analysed the news of
national newspapers on Union Parishad
from October 2004 to September 2005 and
prepared thereport.

Among 14, five were UP chairman and
nine were UP members.

They were killed in terrorist attacks,
clashes with rivals, enmity, family feuds and
otherreasons.

Among 49 injured UP representatives,
22 were chairmen and 27 were UP members.
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