tural and social beauties of every country,” she says.
"There's something so beautiful in music, the art and
the poetry that every culture represents. These art
forms have a lot to say about one's own identity as a
person as well. Every designer has his or her own char-
acter traits or identity marks clearly sprawled on the
designs. One just has to look carefully at the clothes to
knowwhat exactly these charactetistics speakof.”

Her collection for Bridal Asia, in bold colours of red,
black and white, is inspired by the writings of
Rabindranath Tagore, Jibonanondo Das from
Bangladesh, Chinese intellectual Li Bai from China and
French poet Appolianaire.

"Marriage is a happy occasion and it reminds me of the
colour red," she smiles. "There is so much romance in
Tagore's poetry, which led me to use verses from the songs
Tumi jesureragun and Tumi kemon kore gaankoro."

Aneela has used jute-silk, a variety of cottons, khadi,
muslin and crepe-silk for her designs. "My clothes have
various scriptures and calligraphv on them," she
explains. "Being someone who appreciates being
global, rather than pointing down to a particular cul-
ture, I have tried to blend my own culture with bits and
pieces of the ancient cultures from Egypt, Paris and
many others."

Aneela describes Bridal Asia as an event which liter-
ally breaks all cultural barriers and brings everyone

B the years has made me extremely sensitive to the cul-

under one roof. "The best part about this event is that
there are cross cultural exchanges that take place and
arevery much welcomed by the artists present there."

Bridal Asia has had designers from the subcontinent
coming together to display their designs and speak
their expressions. Very soon, however, designers and
creators from Singapore, UAE from the Middle East and
London will be participating in this yearly event.

"Bridal Asia is coming to Bangladesh!" exclaims
Aneela. "1t will have one of its branches here in Dhaka
very soon, which [ will be heading. [ plan to start workin
December, merging festive occasions like Eid,
Christmas, New Year, the wedding season together, not
to mention winter itself, where a variety of designs can
be created." Aneela also plans to involve designers from
other countries such as Pakistan and India. "Eventually,
we canmove fartherontheglobe, " she observes.
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