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Army retain
inter-service
athletics

BSS, Dhaka

Th'e Inter-Service Athletics Com-
tion concluded on Wednesday
one national record being setat
m:BangiadeahAnnySmdium
! "Bangladesh Army team with a
} haul of 19 gold, 17 silver and five
bronze medals retained the title and
the Bangladesh Navy team became
runner-up with three golds, four
. silversand 11 bronzes.

Lance Corporal Md Rafiqul Islam
~ and Lance Corporal Md Mujahid
| Khan of the Bangladesh Army were
jointly adjudged best athletes. Rafiq
. clinched gold in'10,000m and 5000m
- while Mujahid won gnld in 1500m

md&ﬂﬂém.

The Chief nt' Army Staff
Lieutenaut General Moeen U
witnessed the final day's

mf'a

chief guest and later dis-
e prizes among the win-

{ l at the Bangladesh
Friendship Conference
eonOctober 1.

Thursday's semifinals, Danish

‘Rezaur and Sayem ousted

i Atotal of 288 players from across
g ths country took part in the compe-
"lltilm. which is being organised
nghﬂa phone company CityCell.

g’;’wﬂﬂd XI think
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(the motivation will definitely be
there," hesaid,

*It's not too often you do come to
Riktmlin and walk away with the

\ _"l!:'s an ideal opportunity for
‘some afthe guys to experience that,
_s0 definitely we're motivated to try
toplaywelland win."

Pollock said the biggest chal-
lcrlge wotld be gelling as a team
" before Wednesday's opening match
at Docklands Stadium, but said
‘given the individual experience it
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AFP, Liverpool

European champions Liverpool
earned a crucial point against
Premiership champions Chelsea as
the all-English Champions Ln;!gua
showdown ended in a goalless
stalemateatAnfield on Wednesday.
Rafael Benitez emerged the most
satisfied of the two managers after a
tenseé encounter of few chances

matchblockbuster billing,

Both clubs, who meet agnin on
Sunday in the Premiership, remain
unbeaten after two games in Group
G.

Liverpool's Spanish keeper Jose
Reina produced the save of the
mateh to deny Arjen Robben
although Chelsea were lucky fo
escapewhen the referee waved away
strong appeals for a penalty after
William Gallas appeared to block a
goal-bound Jamie Carragher header
withhisarm.

"It was a definite penalty,"
Carragher said afterwards, "Every
time we play against Chelsea we
seem togeta penalty thatisn't given.
Butfour points in two games - we are
delighted atthat.”

Despite being crowned
European champions, Liverpool
finished 37 points behind title-
winners Chelsea in the Premiership
tablelastseasonand they started the
fifth meeting between the two clubs
of 2005 14 points adrift of their

which failed to live up to the pre-

f

No winners at Anfield

Londonopponents.

It was supposed to be a sophisti-
cated European production with a
multinational cast.

But there was a predictably
English robustness to the clattering

challenges that punctured lhc'
opening scenes and restﬂledmm[y :

bookings for Xabi Alonso,
Liverpool's influential SpnnIsh

midfielder, and Chelsea's: French

midfielder Claude Makelele,
Equally predictably, it was the

artistry of Robben which inter-.

rupted the frenzied pattemn of the
early exchanges and brought the
bestchance ofthe first half,

After Dietmar Hamann, had
carelessly conceded possession in
front of the main stand, the Dutch
international danced past Sami

Hyypia as though the Finland

defender did not exist before forcing
Reina, who had eatlier done well to
keep out Frank Lampard's sixth
minute free-kick, into a terrific
finger-tip save,

Although five-times European
champions Liverpool enjoyed
plenty of possession before the
interval and had more shots before
half-time, itwas Chelseawho look -d,
more likely to break the deadlo
ahigh-tempo contest whichwasnnt
for the faimthearted:”

Liverpoal fade four changes to
the side which started against
Birmingham last Saturday yet even
the revitalised legs of eight-goal

Djibril Cisse failed to ask enough '

questions of the well-marshalled
Chelsea defence.
This was Steven Gerrard's first

outing against Chelsea since they
failed in a 32-million-pound
attempt to lure the Liverpool cap-
tain to Stamford Bridge in the sum-
mer,

Yet the midfield talisman strug-
gled te reach peak form as Chelsea
goalkeeper Petr Cech was rurely
troubled.

Liverpool's best spell came at the
start of the second-half. Chelsea
manager Jose Mourinho had
taunted his rivals on the eve of the
game by reiterating his claim that
Luis Gareia's decisive goal which
eliminated Chelsea at the semi-final
stage last season should not have
beenallowed.

Gareia went close to’ haunting
Mourinho again as he broke free
inside the penalty area only to lose
his composure at the crucial
moment.

Liverpool then had a strong
appeal for a penalty waved away by
ftalian referee Massimo De Santis
when a Carragher header struck the
outstretched arm of Gallas.

As the game headed for a goalless
conclusion, Chelsea struggled to
contain their frustration. Mourinho
had spent much of the first half
getting increasingly animated on
the touchline while Robben and
Terrywere each shown yellowcards.

Mourinho responded by taking
Robben out of the firing line but
even his replacement Shaun Wright-
Phillips failed to unlock Liverpoal's
defence which now boasts eight
cleansheets in 14 competitive
European and domestic games this
Sedson.
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AFP, Schalke

AC Milan threw away a three-goal
lead in last season's Champions
League final defeat by Liverpool and
the problem does not seem to be
solved with Schalke 04 twice coming
from behind to secure a 2-2 draw in
Wednesday's Champions League
Group Ematch.

Six-time European champions
Milan took thelead in Germanyafter
just 22 seconds through Clarence
Seedorf but Soren Larsen equalised

+_shauldnot beaproblem, Lon three minutes in a #antic open-
F "They are profession: . bl
knaw how to come and be ¥ European Player bf the Year

gide and haw to fit into a role aud-

from talking to them they're very

excited about being part of the unit

and more than willing to do any-
thingthattheycan,” hesaid.

Theone-day matches will be played

. on October 5, 7 andl 9, wiih a six-day

Test mateh ac the Sydiey Cricket
.&mmdm:lgnnﬂcmbcrll

igladesh open

-.h

B s ainarthey have natwnn
ag heislanders ina decade,

. In the previous SAFF competi-

s tion, Bangladesh drew both their
matches — in the group and the final

- -~ against Maldives before taking the
honoursinapenalty shootout.

However, teams like India -- the
top ranked among the participants
wiio won thefirst two editions -- and
Nepal -- known for their stubbom-
ness-- will alsa bid strongly for the
two semifinal spots.

The national tearn has already
begun their training under
Argentine goach Diego Andres
Cruciani and trainer Victor Ariel
Colman. The preliminary squad is
nowatthe BKSPinresidential camp.

Bangladesh will participate in a
four-nation tournament involving
China, Sri Lanka and Myanmar in
Myanmar next month as part of
their preparation.

Gavaskar defends
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"India's got a pretty busy season,
we've got 12 one-dayers -- seven
against Sri Lanka, five against the
South Africans -- and then Sri Lanka
comeback (fora three-Testseries).
"It's a busy season and we're
hoping that everything will be okay.
"Tknowit's not always easy when
you'vehada publicspat.
“But both are mature people and
havingspoken to them, the commit-

stee: having spoken o them, the.

‘committee believes that they will
put their misconceptions behind
themand go forward."

Gavaskar said Chappell and
Ganguly had both accepted they
"might have stepped out of line just
‘abit" andwouldiry to work to gether
| totake ndian cricket forward.
* New ZealanderJohnWright, who
yitood down voluntarily as Indian
|team coach earlier this year, has
.rafused to buy into the raging

' Wiight, here as World XI coach,
-bas declined to take sides, but said
‘Wednesday the Indian peaple's
: passiunale love of cricket meant
"minor things can become major
'!.!ﬂnyw:yqulckly

"I'wats very forfunate from the
point of view that we always
believed what goes on in the chang-
ing room stays in the changing
room,"” he told AFP.

“Sometimes as soon as things
come into the public area they can
_takeonamomentumalloftheirown."

- Andrei Shevehenko then put Milan
ahead again on 59 minutes with a
bullec header, but substitute Hamit
Altintop, on the pitch for just two
minutes, levelled in the 70th minute.

"The draw was a fair resuls,"
concluded Milan coach Carlo
Ancelotti. "I am pleased with my

I team although losing the léad twice

is not something you want to hap-

pen toooften.

two lost. This isa difficult group.”
defender Christian Poulsen - the

“It's a point gained rather than'

However his opinion of Schallke's

Generous Milan

Danish player who was spat at by
Francesco Totti in Euro 2004 - was
less than flattering.

"He's a coward because he was
plying his own game when the
referee wasn'tlooking."

It was Schalke's first point in this
season's Champions League and in
truth they could have taken all three
had Brazilian goalkeeper Dida not
made a brilliant late save from
Larsen.

"It is a shame because we had a
chance to win this game," said
Schalke handler Ralf Rangnick. "But
when you go behind after 22 sec-
ands and then concede again when
wewere on top of our game you have
tthen!wﬂhapuinl."

M have four points after dnl
apéning 3-1 win over Fenerbahce'
but cannot afford such defensive
mistakes in their next match with
PSVEindhovenon Octaber 18,

It all loaked so rosy for Milan
when Seedorf, the only player to win
the Champions League with three
different clubs, scared after a mere
22seconds.

The Dutch midfielder drilled an
optimistic shot from 25 metres that
caught goalkeeper Frank Rost off
guard and he let the ‘ball squirm
under his body.

It was a nighlmaw start for
Schalke, mahng their first appear-

ance in this competition since the
2001/02 season, but they responded
quickly.

In the third minute Brazilian
midfields epln saw his cross
deflected andaren equalised with
his head to stun Milan.

With 32 minutes gone German
international Kevin Kuranyi then
went close showing great control to
take down a high ball but his shot
went metres wide of Dida's post.

"We played well and created
chances but did not have that bit of
luck tonight," said Kuranyi, "I cer-
tainly had chances to score but the
ballwould notgoin."

In the second half Schalke
probed, throngh Lincgln, wha put
Mikan l_nrn?lur.nnt Kitka in the shade, |
as the visitors became increasingly
dependentoncounterattacks,

But on 59 minutes veteran Paolo
Maldini rampaged down the left
flank and produced a perfect cross
for Ukraine star Shevehenko, anony-
mous until this paint, who powered
a header past Rost to put Milan in
front for the second time in the
match.

Rangnick threw on Altintop in
the 68th minute and it proved an
inspired move with the Turkish
midfielder rifling in the equaliser
120 seconds later to leave Milan
coach Ancelotti tearing his hairout.

[}l Cricket

AFP, Melbourne

Champion Australian leg-spinner
Shane Warne arrived home
Thursday pleading for the media
to respect his privacy as he
attempts to save his failed mar-
riage.

Warne, who was outstanding in
a beaten Australian side in the
Ashes series loss to England earlier
this month, told reporters at the
airport here that he is seeking a
recanciliation with his estranged
wileSimone.

Warne separated form Simone,
the mother of his three children,
following a string of lurid tabloid
newspaper revelations.

The Test spinner asked the
Australian media to give him and
his family space while he tried to
settlehis personalissues,

Warmne said he had spoken to his
wife and children at least twice a
day since they returned to
Australia.

"It's notag easysituation to bein.
It's something I haven't experienced
beforein mylife,” Wamesaid.

"I tried to concentrate as hard as
I could when | was at'the cricket
ground,but away from that there
weresome tough times.

“There were nights when you
would sit in your hotel room and
thinkaboutall the different things."

Warne said he had never wanted
to separate from his wife and would
try hard to repair the marriage.

"It's not the way I wanted it to
be," hesaid.

SHANE WARNE

"We're still friends, we still speak
all the time, but we've just got to
wark out what we both want, which
way we're going to go and which
road we go down,

“That's on the agenda - we've
gotlots of things to talkabout."

Warne said the Australian media
houndéd him and urged them to
give hisfamily privacy.

Warne demands privacy

"Hopefully, you guys (reporters)
m res ecuhatanju eave us alone,

following us and camplng
nutside our house but T doubt it,"
hesaid.

“I doubt whether you guys will,
so that will probably make it
harder."

Warne said lurid stories about
him in the British tabloids were lies,
rubbishand fabrication.

“I'm not going to sit and defend
myself every time some silly person
makes up les and talks rubbish," he
said.

"What am | supposed to do, call
a press conference? You've got to
live your life.

“The public are not dumb, the

ublic understand what is absolute
ies and rubbish when it happens.
They know exactly what the truth
is," Warne said.

Warne hinted he was nearing
the end of his intgrnational career,
saying the constant travel was
beginningto tire him.

"lenjoyed living in England but [
have to weigh up the whole pack-
age, thetraveland soon.”

Warne, the only man to take 600
Test wickets, took 40 wickets and
scored 249 runs in the Ashes series,
which Australialost 2-1.

Warne will make a rare club
appearance with St Kilda this
weekend before playing in
October's one-off Super Series Test
match against a World XI in
Sydney.

RESULTS AT
A GLANCE

AFP, Paris

Wednesday:

Group E

At Gelsenkirchen, Garmany

Schalke 04 (GER) 2 (Larsen 3, Allintop
70) AC Mian (ITA) 2 (Seedorf 1,
Shevchenko 59)

Atlstanbul

Fenerbahce (TUR) 3 (Alex 40-pen, 68,
Appiah 80) PSV Eindhoven (NED) 0

Group F

At Trondhéim, Norway

Rosenborg (NOR) 0 Lyon (FRA) 1 (Cris
45)

AtMadrid

Real Madrid (ESP) 2 (Raul 9, Soldado
86) Olympiakos (GRE) 1 (Kafes 47)

Group G

AtLiverpool, England
Liverpool (ENG) 0 Chelsea (ENG)0
AtBrussels

Anderlecht (BEL) 0 Real Belis (ESP) 1
(Qliveira 69)

GroupH

Al Milan

Inter Milan (ITA) 1 (Pizamo 49) Rangers
(SCO)0

At Oporto, Portugal

FC Porto (POR) 2 (Gonzalez 31, Diego
39) Artmedia Bratislava (SVK) 3 (Pefras
45, Kozak 53, Borbely 73)

Collated Champions League results on |

Mukti camp
SPORTS REPORTER

Runners-up Muktijoddha Sangsad
will begin their camp for the fifth
Nitol-Tata National Football League

today.

All players of the club have been
requested to join training at their
residential camp atdpm.

SHEIKH RUSSEL SOCCER
Hazaribagh
reach final

SPORTS REPORTER

Goals by Shakib and Jummon
steered Hazaribagh into the final of
the Sheikh Russel Under-14 Football
Tournament with a 2-0 win over
Mirpurin the second semifnal at the
Dhanmondi playground on
Thursday.

Jummon was adjudged man-of-
the-match for Hazaribagh, who will
mke1 on Shynm pur in the Octcher 3
final. "’

Wanderers to
probe relegation

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Dhaka Wanderers Club formed a
two-member inquiry committee to
investigate why the one-time giants
were relegated to First Division from
the Premier League this year
The decision was taken at an execu-
tive committee meeting held on
Tuesday.

The members of the committee are
vice-president of the club Moha-
mmad Mohon and hockey secretary
Mohammad Kamrul Islam Kismat.
The committee has been advised to
submit their reportwithin 14 days.

B'baria cricket

Our CORRESPONDENT

Surjo Tarun Cricket Club defeated
Progoti Cricket Club by 18 runs in
the Shaheed Freedom Fighter Rango
Mia Cup Cricket Tournament at the
Shahjadapur Junior High School
playground here yesterday.

Surjo Tarun won the toss and
they made 98all outin35 overs.

Rajon gave an all-round perfor-
mance top-scoring with 51 and
claiming three wickets. He was
declared man-of-the-match,

In reply, Progoti were dismissed
the 34th over still 18 runs short of
their target.

Sourav rather .
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case Ganguly opts out, the official
said.

Ganguly, 33, has been at the
centre of stormin recent weeks over
a damaging rift with Indian coach
Greg Chappell, who wanted the left-
hander to stand down as captain
becauseofhis poor batting form.

India’s cricket chiefs worked out
a truce between the warring duo on
Tuesday and asked them to mend
their differences for the sake of the
national team --

FROM PAGE 16
possibly his best player on the
night.

Robinho's volley gave
Nikopolidis the fright of hislife but
just flew wide.

The Bernabeu were silenced
when Pantelis Kafes equalised
barely two minutes after the break
with a right foot thunderbolt from
20 yards, which squeezed between
Real goalkeeper Iker Casillas and
hisleft post.

The Greeks' goal seemed to
deflate Real as well as their fans
and they only turned up the pres-

sure again in the final 15 minutes,

Real owe

it to reserve

almost being left to regret their
first half misses untl Soldado
struck with his head.

Beckham again sent a long pass
into the area and Soldado's first
header was parried away by
Nikopolidis but his double-fisted
punch sent the ball stright back to
Soldado and the 20-year-old
strikerdidn’tmiss asecond time.

The gloss of Real's win was
slightly dulled by Sergio Ramos
getting a red card in injury time,
his second sending off in four
games.

The central defender was
hacked down by [oannis Okkas but

retaliated although the
Olympiakos striker made a meal of
theslight contact.

"I don't think anybody believed
we were going to win at the
Bernabeu but the team played well
and nearly pulled off a good
result,” said Olympiakos coach
Trond Sollied.

Despite the win, Real languish
in third place in group E adding
importance to the visit of
Rosenborgin three weeks time.

The Norwegians lost 1-0 at
home to Lyon on Wednesday and
have three points from their first
two games, the same as Real.

Ganguly, Indm S musl successful
Testcaptain with 21 wins, hasscored
5,066 runs from 84 Tests and 10,123
runs in 279 one-dayers.

But a laboured six-hour century
against a weakened Zimbabwe
earlier this month was Ganguly's
first international hundred since
November, 2003.

India’s cricket selectors, who
named Ganguly captain only for the
Zimbabwe tour, will pick the skipper
for the one-day series against Sri
Lanka after the Challenger tourna-
ment.

Dravid and swashbuckling
openerVirender Sehwagare the only
two Indians in the world teams for
the Super Series which features
three one- dayers in Melbourne from
October 5-9 and a six-day Test m
Sydney from October 14.

.

PHOTO: AFP
World number one Roger Federer hits a backhand return to Germany's Denis Gremelmayr during the Thailand Open
inBangkok on Thursday.

Federer sails through

@ Tennis

REUTERS, Bangkok

Roger Federer recovered his poise
on Thursday, beating Germany's
Denis Gremelmayr 6-3, 6-2 to ease
through to the quarterfinals of the
Thailand Open.

The Swiss world number one has
now won 74 matches this year,
matching Spaniard Rafael Nadal,
and looked far more comfortable
than in hisopening match.

Federer's frustration boiled over
on Wednesday as he struggled to
overcome Brazilian Marcos Daniel
and he threw an uncharacteristic
temper tantrum by slamming his
racketto the ground.

"Adifferent day, a differentoppo-
nent. It changes everything," said
theWimbledon and US Open cham-
pion, who next faces Andy Roddick's
US Open cangueror Gilles Muller.

The fluid strokes and aggressive
shot-making were back in abun-
dance against Gremelmayr, after
Federer, hetld ofﬂlh.teebmak. points

in the opening game and then broke
theleft-hander for 2-0.

But although he was never seri-
ously threatened, Federer faced
some tense moments as
Gremelmayr settled and held a point
tobreak backat4-2.

Federer escaped when
Gremelmayr netted a forehand, and
after sealing the first set he broke to
love tostart the second.

Gremelmayr continued to chal-
lenge, hitting some blistering shots
from the baseline, and Federer had
to fight off three break points in the
second game before breaking again
tolead4-1.

"I was in control and didn't have
to push 100 per cent all the time,"
said Federer.

"But he didn't play too bad you
know. Ireally had to play good tennis
tocome through."

Briton Andy Murray, meanwhile,
realised his ambition of a place in
the world top 100 by beating
Swedish fifth seed Robin Soderling
7-6,7-6.

The 18-year-old Scot, who was
ranked 41ith at the end of last sea- |

son, demonstrated impressive
speed around the court to reach his
first ATP quarter-final.

"It'sa pretty big deal for me, getting
tothetop 100when['m 18," he said.

"I said at the start of the year
that's my goal. After the first couple
of months a lot of people told me I
should have kept quiet, but I'm
prettyhappy with myself now."

Murray dropped just three points
in the first set ticbreak but Soderling
broketolead 4-3inthe second.

Murray reacted positively, fore-
ing an error at the net to level at 4-4
before going on to take the second
tiebreak7-5.

"I wasn't feeling that great
towards the efld of the first set,” said
Murray, "But [ took a timeout and
got some medication from the
doctor. T had @ really sore head. [
don'tknowwhy.

"I thought I played a pretty clever
match. I used my slice pretty well
and [ didn't give him so much pace
whichIthinkhelikes.*

Murray's next opponent is third
seed and US Opeu semifinalist
Robby Gingpri, | ©

Senior mates back Ponting

ﬁlCncket

AFP, Sydney

Senior players Matthew Hayden
and Shane Warne Thursday went
into bat for criticised Australian
skipper Ricky Ponting ahead of
next week's one-day cricket series
againstaWorld XI.

Ponting has been largely
blamed [or Australia’s 2-1 Ashes
series loss to England earlier this
month with influential past play-
ers Ian Chappell and Dennis Lillee
calling for Shane Warne to replace
him as captain.

"One billion per cent (backing
Ponting). Ricky Pontingis a fantas-
tic little leader," Hayden told
reportersin Brisbane,

"To be quite honest I'm sickand
tired of even thinking about even
reading anything about it. It's just
ridiculous.

"He's won a World Cup, (and)
he's won series away from home in
Sri Lanka and India."

Warne, who arrived home
Thursday, said he also stood fully
behind Ponting,

"He is his own man and he's

done a pretty good job," Warne
said. "I'm sure he will become
betterand I'm sure we all will."

Amid calls that Warne was a
better tactician that Ponting,
Hayden said: "I don't think Shane
Warne would be better.

"Four Tests and suddenly now
you want change. Idon't think so. I
don'tagree with that."

Warne said he agreed with
Ponting that Australia had not lost
its standing as the best team in the
world because {t had lost the Ashes
Test series.

“There are two ways of looking
atit, like a heavyweight title fight if
Bangladesh beat Australia in a
one-day game they'd be the best
side in the world,"” Warne said.

"You can't really look at it like
that. It's over a period of time in
home and away games when you
play against most countries, that's
when you become the best in the
world.

"You've got to, over a period of
time, prove that. You can't just
have one good series.

"I think everybody will
acknowledge that we have been
the best team for a long period of
time. Hopefully, it's justa hiccup.”

Hayden, who responded to
pressure for his Test opening
position by scoring 138 in the first
innings of the fifth Test at The Oval,
has been dropped for the three-
match one-day series against the
World XI, starting in Melbourne
nextweek.

Hayden said he had been told
by the national selectors they
wanted to take a new approach for
the 2007 World Cup in the West
Indies.

The big left-hander said it
would be "very unwise for them
(the selectors) to shut the deor” on
himas aone-day player.

Navy football

BSS, Chittagong

The annual foatball championship
of the Bangladesh Navy concluded
at BNS [ssa Khan sports ground here
onWednesday

Atotal of eight teams drawn from
different ships and establishments
ofthe Bangladesh Navy took part.

BN Dockyard team emerged
champions defeating BNS Issa Khan
2-linanexciting final.
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