Teen central
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give our schoals at the time of gradua-
tion, the years spent there are not all
haney and sugar. We all have complaints. Natu-
rally, some complaints are so silly you'd think
I'm stupid to be writing about it. But there are
some problems faced by a surprisingly huge

amount of kids whose schools make sure that °

their mouths are zipped shut.

A few years back, I used to be in one of the-

best schaols we have in this country. It was
renowned for its discipline and academics.
Every single student had to make sure that they
always, always, looked their absoliste worst with
greasy hair pulled tight in two braids, and for
the guys, non-gellad mamma's boy hair. neatly
brushed from the side, Obviously we didn't
always listen! I know that we were breaking the
rules when our braids were 0.005% less tight
than it should have been, but does that justify a
teacher to pull a student's hair, calling her
names .in front of everybody? Students are
always asked to respect their teachers. What
about teachers respecting the students in
return? Nobody ever seems to think about that.
Recently, there's been a lot of hype about
corporal punishment in schoals, mostly Bengali

Mouth zipped shut

D ESPITE all the sugar coated writé-ups we .

medium. All English medium parents can thus
proudly say that at least their kids don't get
beaten up! The aye boggling amount of money
that the schools rob from them are totally worth
it. The problem lies in the fact that although
kids in English mediums don't get beaten up,
they are verbally abused to the point of self-
destruction. A friend of mine, in that oh-so-
great school I used to qo to, had failed in her
finals twice, Instead of trying to find out the
problem, or encouraging her to do better, or
simply helping her, she was humiliated beyond
reason by every single teacher in that institu-
tion. That even in front of her juniors and every
time they saw her.

The extreme shame that built on the frus-
tration of failing shattered the little self-

asteem and patience ske had left. At the age of .

only 13, she tried to commit suicide. Who is to
blame? :

The biggest problem for many teens is that
their parents never believe a single word they
say. I could come home and tell my parents I got
a Cin Bio because my teacher has mental issues;
they'd never buy it. The problem is, I could just
as well come home and tell them somebody
threatened to throw acid on my face, and they
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probably won't buy that either. I could say it to
my teachers who watld, very logically, think I'm
some sort of drama queen who'd say anything to
be in the spotlight. Finally, if I can show them
the threat mail that the guy had sent to me,
they'd tum the whole thing on me because
obviously, the guy is an angel! He is a teacher's
son; he couldn't possibly send it! What's the
point of your mum being a teacher in your
school if you can't even get away with stuff like
that, right2!

Logic is a very distasteful matter when it
comes to schools. Because logically, every child
is a free citizen with full freedom to wear what
they want and do what they want to do. Certain
schools even take the extra measure of making
sure'that even out of school their students look
their absolute worst! "No westemn, short clothes
anywhere or we throw you out!" The meaning of
co-education has become a joke! Schools can be
co-ed but if a quy and a girl sit together, they're
up to something. Because words like ‘just
friends' obviously don't exist in their dictionary.
Some schools are caring enough to even call up
the students' parents and tell them how many
quys and girls their child has been 'sitting close’
with!

Truth is, I could go on and on about this,
but it would make no difference. My paint in
writing this is that when teachers in your
respective schools humiliate you in any way,
you shouldn't shut up and think of yourself as
worthless or something.

I'm not saying you should be just as rude
with your teachers, but you have the right to let
yourself be heard. And when incidents like these
happen, you should make sure everybody knows
about it. When the parents are aware of these -
problems, that's when the schools will change,
because in every business, who wants to lose
customers, right?

If you have any suggestions or complaints
against this article, you can mail them to
desert rain87@yahoo.com

Mote: The opinions stated in this column
are the author’s alone. The Rising Stars does not
necessarily endorse/support them,

By Fahmina Rahman

The 'children of tomorrqw |

few terms which could be used to

describe * the children of Uthsho
Bangladesh Shishta Shabi Dol, an organization
aimed at educating, grooming, and raising
underprivileged and orphaned children. North
South University, Earth Club was thus honored
to be able to go work with the children and give
them tips on how to be more environment and
health savwy.

As a student organization, Earth Club goes
by its motto "small steps toward a better
environment”, taking initiatives, however small
they may be, to create environmental
awareness. As part of its awareness campaign,
Earth Club also reaches out to school children
all over the country, to help them appreciate the
bounties of nature.

"Our main goal of the visit was to enlighten
the boys and girls of Utsho of the current
environmental issues, such as overpapulation,
global warming, deforestation etc. in a fun and
practical manner, that can help them retain the
information", said President of Earth Club,
Reema Islam. In the end, however, it was the
children who invariably taught us.

Earth Club members were introduced
warmly to the neatly dressed, students of
Uthsho by Mahbooba Mahmood Leena, the
chairperson of Utsho. A beautiful recital by the
Uthsao pupils followed. Mahboaba, then gave a
moving speech about how it was small
initiatives that can change people's perspective

B RIGHT, talented and adorable are just a

of the world. Starting off with only 3 students in
1993, Utsho now proudly boasts a population of
85.

Sharing knowledge with the children was
one of the most rewarding experiences for all
concerned. The students were asked to take part
in a various activities that included pointing
out Bangladesh from a globe. Also, the members
went about™ outlining basic environmental
issues with the help of colourful posters. Some
talked about the importance of clean drinking
water while others explained the ozane layer.

The children seemed well aware of their
responsibilities and were given candies and
stationary as gifts.

Unfortunately, all good things have to come
to an end. This was an incredible journay which
members of Earth Club got to encounter. It is
through activities such as the visit to Uthsho
that is one of the greatest legacy of Earth Club;
and indeed shall remain in the hearts of the
children of tomorrow.
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