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od parties and burst
our Khulna corre-
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Sources said a ruling coalition
lawmiaker from Khulna onisalso
under watch for his ected con-
nection with one of the three [slamist

The lawmakeris alsoamang the 33
Islamist’ extremists suspected for

W !n'the Afghan war as
slistalso ineludes theimam ofa

Khulna gity jame mosque, who has
alsob@pn%ndlngshceﬁugml?.

Unconfirmed sources said most of
these 33 Islamistextremists are hiding
in the Sundarbans near the Indian

barder.

The ‘eoastguards will join the
combing tion and the forest
guards will also be involved if neces-

»sald thesources.

Detectives arrested three
ll\w including a schoolteacher,
in'thrde separate drives in the district,
repartsourcomespondent,

The amestees are Moulana Atiqur
Rahmamn, 34, son of Abdul Karim
Sarker of Khiraikandi village of
Debicwar, Zakir Hossain, 26, son of
Jasim Uty q!Uggal}JuruEBurichnn
upazila, and Azim Uddin, 46, son o

dul Minnan of Nalgaon of Kapasia

PO L g

of Comilla. -~

The three were arrested in their
houses following confessional state-
ments of three other [MB men
arrested earlieron Saturday.

Atiqur, Zakir and Azim confessed
to the police that they had taken
training inbomb-making and operat-
ing firearms ifleand
Ymm pistol, under the supervision of

Bhai.

JOYPURHAT
Five JMB members were arrested in
Joypurhat early yesterday, BDNEWS
reported.

Raiding the station road area in the
town, plainclothes law enforcers
arrested Mostag, 38, son of Hafizur of
Jamalpur village, and Selim, 25, son of
SaifullslamofKadoa.

In another drive, Kalai police held
Khoibar Ali, 35, son of Sahabuddin of
Bakhravillage, and Mostafa, 25, son of
late Khalilur Rahman of Hazipara.

Besides, Khetlal police arrested
Nuruzzaman Fakir, 42, son of Maqgbul
HossaininMaheshpurvillage.
BANGLA BHAI'S PROPERTY

ATTACHED ' =
Police ?rE(E_ ;attnﬁnhd the valie
ables of IMJB leader Bangla Bhai from
his house at Kurnipara in Bogm,
followinga courtorder.

Gabtoli police seized all the goods
and furniture from the house of the
IMIB operations commander, an
accused in murder cases filed with
Baghmara Pulice Station in Rajshahi.
SYLHET

Meanwhile, members of intelligence
agencies yesterday started quiezing
madrasa teacher Mohsin Khan who
along with another man was arrested
at Biyanibazar on Monday for sus-
pectedinvolvementwith the JMB.

Acting on the statement of a JMB
activist caught from Comilla earlier,
Kotwali and Jaintapur police amested
Sengram Mohammadpur Dakhil
Madrasa teacher Mohsin from the
house of one Shamsul Haque in
Gardana village. Police also recovered
some booklets and leaflets from the
house.

Mohsin, son of Rustom Ali of
Kacliatal village in Comilla, admitted
to having link with the MB diring
primaryinterrogation, policesaid.

On Tuesday, police produced
Mohsin before the court and sought
10-day remandl. The court granted a
four-dayremancd.

Acting on Mohsin's statement,
police on the same day arrested
anotherteacherof the madrasa, Abclul
Hye, son of Abdul Malek Master of
Asadnagar village under
Brahmanpara upazila of Comilla.
Policealso quizzed him.

Update voter list

FROM PAGE 16

She ed most of the leaders and

workers of her party could not reside

in their own homes for the last four

{eaus due to atrocities by alliance-
acked eriminals and police.

"Andthe planofthe government
is to leave these pro-Awami League
people out of the fresh voter list,"
‘Hasina, also the Awami League (AL)
president, feared.

"I have information that cadres
ofthe BNP and Jamaat have already
prepared adraft voter list, dropping
names of the pro-Awami League
people and drafting in many fake

-vaters," she claime :

An updated list with pictures o
voters will help stop fake voting,
identifying the deceased, she
abserved,

The aspnsilinn leader, however,
avoided directly answering
whether the AL would boycott the
next polls but expressed her con-
cern about the prospect of holding

fnirgglls.

“We will not step into any trap
laid out by the present govern-
ment,” she said. "The Awami
League will take part in election
after the proposed reforms are
introduced. We will compel the
government o introduce those
reforms," shesaid curtly.

"There will be no election with-
out reformsin the caretaker govern-
ment system and Election
Commission as the BNP-Jamaat
alliance has already started politi-
cising the twainstitutions,” she said.

Hasina also said, "The Awami
Leagiie came (o power every time
with the people's verdict. We
believe in people's power and their
choice.....I am confident that the
Awami league will come to power
again with the vote of people, not
through othermeans."

Hasina said her party along with
other opposition parties would
launch a vigorous movement,
ﬁdng the government to realise

e opposition demand for the
reforms. "

Asked about a possibility of
forming a 'national government',
the AL president said she was not
aware of such matter. But, she said,

Case against

FROM PAGE 16

foundation's head office is situated
in Dhanmondi area of the capital and
its local office at Joyparabazar in
Dohar. Since 2001, this foundation has
been carrying out welfare activities in
different areas of Dohar. The founcda-
tion provided arsenic free tube-wells,
computers, cash money and employ-
mentsupporttothelocals.

Inthestatement, itwasalleged that
Nazmul Huda and his activists
stormed the foundation, ransacked
furniture, looted computers, money
andothervaluables.

The counsellor of the complainant

pleaded that lower court had earlier
refused to take thecase.
7 Islam, District and Sessions
Judge, Dhaka, admitted the revision
after hearing and fixed October 9 for
finalheanngoftherevision.

BSF kills 2

FROM Pnﬂig .

boy while fie was cutting grass at

Nalgaria border village in the mom-

in ¥ 1
g’i‘h&vicﬁm.?unus Mia, 17, died

on the spot. The BSE men entered

the village and took away the body,
&mﬁlysu,&&d said.

TheBSF action took place at a
- tirme h _chiefs qf the border
forces Are holding meeting in the
Indiarf capital #a bid to maintain
peace on thed, 500 kmborder.
Admitting ¥he incident, BDR
sources sald’ they protested the
killing and n!kgdexle BSF for a flag
meeting toreturn the body of Yunus.
But there was no response from the
_Indiansideasof7:00pm yesterday.

-igs

-
¢ tices, -Hasina Said:

"People are desperate to free them-
selves from the misrule of the pres-
ent government and they may
supportanyalternative for relief."

Hasina also faced questions
about a recent statement by her
party's Dhaka CirF unit president,
Mohammad Hanif, who suggested
the AL high command to abandon
secularism from the party consfitu-
tion. "The Awami League constitu-
tion also supports liberty of all
religions.”

On the government's 'no’ to the
Tuesday Group's plan for holding a
high-level conference in Dhaka an
telated ipidea) clection prac-

It might have
exposed the flaws and ill matives of
the government.”

“The Tuesday group wanted to
hold a conference on fair polls in
Bangladesh and the government
shut them away, citing interference
in internal matters of Bangladesh,"
shesaid.

“If it was an interference in local
matters, then what was it when a
number of diplomats were stationed
in the Election Commission secre-
tariat on the day of 2001 election?”
asked the former prime minister.

About her India trip, the former
prime minister said, she will visit
Azmeer Sharif, "There may be cour-
tmi; calls with political leaders in
Delhi during the visit," she said.

Hasina is expected to return on
October2. i

Gayeshwar
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ublished yesterday by several dai-
ies. He also expressed his dissatisfac-
tlon with the ruling party's high com-
mands for not giving his daughter the
party nomination of women's
reserved seatinthe parliament.
Newspapers reported in the last
couple of days that Gayeshwar had
already tendered his resignation
letter to the party high commands.
"Twill declare it openlyif T decide to
resj 1%;fmm the party,” Gayeshwar said
o reporters yesterday emerging
from a home ministry meeting at the
Bangladesh Secretariat.

e BNP leader went to the party
office at Nayapaltan after the meet-
ing around 2;00pm. He talked to a
physician over the telephohe and at
2:30pm he was admitted to the
National Institute of Cardiovascular

Disease (NICVD) following chest |

painand high blood pressure.

Subhash Das, son-in-law of
Gayeshwar, told The Daily Star last
night that his father-in-law was
undergoing treatment in the inten-
sive care unit. .

His daughter Aparna Roy, while
talking to The Daily Star, said she did
not knowwhether ger father resigned”
from the party or not. Aparna also
expressed Ecr dissatisfaction with the
Ean high commands for not giving

erthe party nomination.

Media no less

FROM PAGE 16 )

Nizami said an international clique
is engaged to implicate Jamast-e-
[slami in terrorist activities and the
persons being used as their tools are
tarnishing the image of [slam under
the garb ofalems (religious scholars).

He urged the leaders and activ-
ists of the party to remain alert
against this force.

Even after the confessional
statements of those who were
involved in the countrywide bomb
attacks and the organisation that
had distributed leaflets admitted
and declared their involvement, the
Jamaatisbeingblamed, healleged.

The Jamaat chief said a newspa-
per ran a report that 40 percent of
the arrestees from across the coun-
try on charge of bomb attacks are
Jamaat members, which is totally
untrue,

And when we protested the news
item, the newspaper published our
rejoinder, but it was done ina way so
as notto be clearlynoticed.

Shadhana fined

FROM PAGE 1
Md Rokan Ud Doulah,

The factory authorities also failed
to show any equipment used to
measurethe standard of drugs.

‘Three cases were filed against Beni
Madhab Mukhargee, generl manager
of the Shadhana Aushadhalaya Lid
under the acts of Bangladesh
Standards and Testing Institution
(BSTT), Dhaha City Corporation (DCC)
and DrugAdministration.

Around 400 rare species Rhyshas
monkeys are living in the factory area
and sometimes they snatch the molas-
ses, locals told the reporters when the
courtwasconducting the raicl.

"Varfeties of virus especially pyro-
gen whith is responsible for many
diseases, spread out if animals like this
type of monkeys stay within 300
metres,” BSTI officer Nazir Ahmed told
TheDailyStar during the drive.

Aleohol will formulate where sugar
and maolasses are kept but Shadhana
has nostandard equipment to meastre
the percentage of alcohol, an officer of
themobile courtsaid.

"Herbal medicine is good for health
and play a vital role in curing diseases
a8 it has few reactions but the produe-
it'l%pmcm in the factory is not accept-
able," Magistrate Rokan Ud Do

told reporters afterthe drive.
Another mobile court led by magis-
mate Mizanur raided two

restaurants in Tejgaon areas and fined a
total ‘of Tk 13,000 for k.eepin% m—
gienicenvironmentand inedible

A mobile court led by Magistrate
Majibul Huq rided eight hotels and
sweelmeat restaurants at Paltan in the
capital and fined Tk 45,000 for serving
unsafe food and not maintaining
hygienicenvironment.

Another mobile court led by
Magistrate ABM Abdul Saftah raided
different restaumnts, and fast food
shops in Badda area and filed four
cases, fined Tk 90,000 and amested a
restaurant owner for keeping environ-
muil unhygienic and serving unsafe
foo

Buet rejoinder

FROM PAGE 1
Anowar Hossain.

Qurreply .

The stucdents demonstrating o
the Buet carn[llus an Tuesday alleged
that the VC handed over two stu-
dents to police, which agitated them
further, leading to the altercation
with theVC for 15 minutes.

The VC was not available for his
commentsonthisissue on'Tuesday.

We regret mentioning the name
of Monowar Hossain as Anowar
Hossain.

Expedite process

FROM PAGE 16

The High Court should have a sepa-
rate bench to deal only with securi-
ties-related cases, itsuggested.

The gomjmr furt eeom-2
mended capacity building of the
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) officials and

l Jinvestors' awareness programme 5o

that they are better equipped to
¢ addressall related issues.

' The recommendations will be
gent to the finance ministry, the
parlinmentary standing committee
on the ministry and all offices con-
cerned for further suggestions from
allstakeholders.

Earlier at the plenary session of
the seminar, speakers underscored
making the capital market regula-
tory body more independent and
self-equipped to work without
interference from the government
orotheragencies.

They called for rapid expansion
of the capital market to accelerate
gross domesticgrowthmore.

In his note speech at the
session, SEC Chairman Mirza Azizul
Islam stressed regulations for pro-
motion of the financial sector gener-
allyand capital market in particular,

Those who spoke included SEBI
India Chairman M Damodaran, SEC
Pakistan Chairman Tariq Hassan,
Singapore, Exchange Ltd President
Swee Tian ANG, Karachi Stock
Exchange Chairman Mohammad
Yasin Lakhani, Chaittagong Stock
Exchange President Habibullah
Khan and Bangladesh Enterprise
Institute President Farooq Sobhan. J

Tata final

FROM PAGE 16
not," said a top-level source in the
gOvernment. ;

Hesaid bothsideswillmake all-out
efforts to settle all the critical issues
abouttheproposedinvestment.

Thesources said four critical issues |
will dominate the negotiation. These
are fiscal incentive to Tata investment,
g5 security and gas price, tariff for
purchase of electricity from Tata
pawer plant and the methodology of
coalminingin Barapukuria.

Among the issues, sources said
Tata wants fiscal incentive for its
investment similar to those in the
export processing zones (EPZs). Atthe
same time, they want to be allowed to
sell their products in the [ocal market,
whichis prohibited for the investorsin
the EPZs.

The government does not want to
provide Tata with such incentives at
the same time, asit will mean discrim-
ination [orotherforeigninvestors.

Secondly, Tata wants a tee
for unintermupted supply of gas to its
fertiliser factory for 20 years and to its
steel plantfor 25 years.

But the smment  prefers to
introduce a liquidity damage (LD)
provision instead olt"y any specific
guaranteeon gassupply.

‘The tariff on electricity will be the
most eritical issue, as the government
at present has no set criteria furﬁxi;s
tariff of electricity of the coal-i

L
Earlier,- the officials of the
Bangladesh government and the Tata
Group held negotiation meetings
thricein Dhaka (Mayto July) todiscuss
the nitty-grittyof the proposed invest-
ment.
At that time, both sides tried to
understand eachother's position.
The sources said ifboth sidesreach
a successful conclusion this time, the
agreement with Tata will be signed by

theend ofNovember thisyear.

Dhaka now 110 out

FROM PAGE 1
governance still remain major
roblems here,” he mentioned.
ere is no change in perception.
We can change the perception by
changingthe reality."

The country is experiencing a
deteriorating trend in investment
and the business environment index,
he said. The government is suffering
from indecision, and policy instabil-
ity is a cause for incrensing concerm
about business environment.

Bangladesh ranked the lowest
among 117 countries this year both in
the comruption sub-index and the
publicinstitution index.

The Growth Competitiveness
Index (GCI) of 2005 and 2004 shows
change in the country credit rating in
Bangladesh, which was negative five
percent, had been theworst.

The CPD in collaboration with the
World Economic Forum has been
assessing the business competitive-
ness environment in Bangladesh
since 2001, The GCR deals with two
broad indicators the GCI and
Business Competitiveness [ndex
(BCI).

This year's survey covered 93
companies in Bangladesh, which are
contributing most to the national
economy, Debapriyasaid.

According to the survey, the graft
situation has further deteriorated.
Most of the respondents cited cor-
ruption as the most important deter-
mining factor affecting the business
enwvironment. The overall composi-
tion of public spending is wasteful
and the situation remains
unchanged, theypointed out.

Public trust in the financial hon-
esty of politicians is still very low but
slightly improved in 2005, In terms of

illegal payments to influence govern-
ment policies, laws, regulations, and
diversion of public funds to compa-
nies, the situation deteriorated, it
mentioned.

Apart from corruption, four other
top determining factors mentioned
in the study are inefficient bureau
cracy, inadequate infrastructure,
policyinstability and crime and theft.

About freedom of press, the study
said ability to publish or broadcast
news without fear of censorship or
retaliation has slid to good from
better and the judicial system is
heavily influenced by political inter-
ference.

Debapriya mentioned that these
arenot the CPD'sviews. Rather, what
the entrepreneurs are thinking has
beenreflectedin the survey

“It does not mean that
Bangladesh did not improve in any
area. We are doing good but not
enough," he added. i

Low cost of labour and natural
resources still continue to be major
competing factors for Bangladesh,
the CPD executive director said.
Investment, production and export
are good but it is not better than last
year's., Strengthening corporate
govermnancehas become essential.

The survey was designed to cover
relatively large companies with total
assetsofatleastTk10 crore.

These include 46 manufacturing
companies, 13 financial institutions,
seven real estate and construction
firms, eight ICT enterprises, seven
transport and engineering firms and
12others.

Prof Mustafizur Rahman,
research director and other senior
researchers of the CPD were present
antheoccasion.

Security plan
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'Beside 8,000 Rab men, Bangladesh

Rifles, police and ansar members
will also work in 64 districts to ensure
lawandorder.

"The security armngement has
been heightened this year as the
number of puja mandaps has
increased by one to two thousand,”
State Minister for Home Affairs,
Lutfozzaman Babar, told reporters
yesterday, emerging out of an inter-
ministerial meeting on law and order
during the puja.

will reach each district before
the programme begins and work in
both uniform and plainclothes, he
said.

“We've emphasised community
involvement in the security amange-
ment o solve the problem at local
levels," the state minister said, adding
that government officials will hold

mieetings with focal leaders at distict

and thana levels once in a week
workout solutions to their problems.

He informed journalists that
leaders of Oikya Parishad and Oikya
Front of the Hindu community have
alsosetup amonitoringcell.

Babar asked Hindu leaders to
cooperate withlaw enforcers, and also
asked them to strengthen their own
security system.

The ministry of religious affairs,
meanwhile, asked the Islamic
Foundation to involve imams to sit
with Hindu commumity leaders to
work out a plan for coordination to
avold anymisunderstandings over the
beating ofdrums during Ramadan.

The meeting did not ban beating of
drums during iftar hours or prayers,
but asked Hindu leaders to lower the
soundduring theperiod oftime.

The Hindu community leaders,
during the meeting, demanded a two-
day vacation instead of the existing
one-daytocelebrate the puja.

“The state minister has assured
them thathe will take the marter to the
authorities concerned,” said a source
presentatthe meeting.

The leaders also demanded
unhampered electricity and water
supply and security at puja mandaps
and connecting roads during the
celebration.

Theleadersalso demandedillumi-
nating the government buildings and
allocating more time for telecasting
special programmes on the mdio and

' Dhaka, Yangon

FROM PAGE 1
signedinthe meeting.

A three-member delegation,
headed by Communications
Secretary Shaifqul Tslam, attendeéd
the meeting to finalise the proposed
Bangladesh-Myanmar Friendship
Roatl

A memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) was signed in April last
year to build the highway and
Bangladesh government agreed to
finance the construction of the first

23 kilometres of the road from

Taungbro to Bawlibazar. Myanmar
government will ensure the land
needed [or the construction, and
waive duties, taxes and levies,

WForeign Secretary Hemayetuddin
yesterday said the Yangon meeting
was extremely positive, but there are
oneor two issues, which areneeded to
beresolved.

Talking to diplomatic reporters, he
safd the issues will be resolved soon
and the final agreement will be signed
inNovember during thenextmeeting.

Official sources said Dhaka placed
at the Yangon meeting a fresh draft
framewotk on the project with a
changed financing pattern for the
second phase of the proposed road
whichissupposed tobeimplemented
by theMyanmar govemment.

Regarding financing for the 110-
km second phase, Bangladesh pro-
posed that both the countries would
try to mobilise funds for its construc-
tion.

The road, a part of the Asian
Highway, will also link Bangladesh
with China, Thailand and other East
Asiancountries,

television during the puja.
The meeting was told that at least 144
mandapswillbebuiltin the capital.

The Hindu community leaders
demanded toshift Ramna Kali Mandir
toan adjacent place as they are facing
problemsat the existing place.

Leaders of the Hindu community
expressed their satisfaction over the
security steps. "We're happy with the
government’s steps,” CR Dutt, presi-
dent of Hindu Bouddha Oikya
Parishad, said while talking to report-
ersafteryesterday' smeeting.

Leaders of Bangladesh Puja Utsab
Parishad and Mahanagr Sarbojonin
Puja Utsab Committee also took part
in the meeting, participated, among
others, by state minister for water
resources advocate Goutam
Chakrobarti, secretaries of home and
religious affairs ministry, inspector
general of police, commissioner of

Dhaka Metropolitan Police, and Rab |

directorgeneral.

7 student bodies
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led by his accomplice Shah Alam,
gunned down Kamrul in front of his
NorthIbrahimpur house.

The OC, however, did not repart
to the Razarbagh Palice Lines until
yesterday evening although the
Dhaka Metropaolitan Police commis-
sioner issued an order Tuesday
afternoon. The OC is absconding
sincehewasclosed.

IG (Prisons)
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Toufiqul received his removal letter
inthe afternoon, while his successor
tookchargein theevening.

Toufiqul was removed for his
failure to discharge duties properly,
said sources.

The fleeing of three prisoners
from the jail in last two months,
rampant drug peddling and prosti-
tution inside the jail premises might
have contributed to the removal
decision.” ame allegations were
brought agaifist the additional 1G
Prisons but ho action was taken
againsthim, added the soturces.

In the facd of allegations of cor-
ruption, irregularities and misman-
agement in the prison administra-
tion, the then IG Prisons Toufiqul's
predecessor Brigadier Zillur
Rahman was transferred on

i September5last year.

‘Good aman
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of urea, which sells at Tk 300 per 5
kg ha{.'Urea. widely used in rice
fields, is a highly subsidised chemical
fertiliser in Bangladesh.

Srimantapur village's farmers -
namely Abdul Kader, Mahmudur

Rahman Bhuiyan, and Ramizuddin |

all had one common complaint: since.
2001 the diesel pricerose severaltimes |
before stabilising now at Tk 30 a litre
pushing up every time the output
costsof potatoand boro,

"After harvesting the standing

aman crop in the feld, we'll go for
potato cultivation. But, repeated hikes
in diesel price would su-ai%:aw;z
double up theirfgation costs from

1500 an acre to Tk3000 now;" claimed
Abdul Kader, expressing fear that "if
the current lowrate of potatoes Tk5-6
a kg persists, pmclucinﬁ polatoes in
the coming season would not be cost-
effective.

Retired Senior Warrant Officer-
turned full-time farmer,

the government to subsidise

diesel, used for irmigation purposes to
save crop 15 from Een.rm g the
bruntofenhancedinputcosts.

Despite a deep sense of worry at
enhanced input costs, most of the
Chandina farmers appeared to have
put up a happy face thanks to favour-
able weather and no major pest
attacks, promising them a good aman
harvestamonth and half fromnow.

Some growers complained about
problem weed infestation, which they
mostly conquered by using an effective
weedicide called Rifit, while others
used farm labourers to*manually
comb-outtheweedsinaman fields.

Saifur returns
today

UNB, Dhaka

Finance and Planning Minister M
Saifur Rahman returns this mornin
after attending the World Bank an
IMF annual meetings inWashington.
The minister maintains a stable
health, one of his personal staff told
thenewsagencyyesterday evening.
Saifur fell sick due to aver work
and got admitted to a New York hos-
pital during the UN World Summitin
mid-September. He was released
aftermedical check-up.

40 JU rooms
vandalised

BDNEWS, JU

Five students belonging to a faction of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
Jahang University (JU) unit led
by its president were injured yesterday
a5 another faction led by the general
secretary attacked them over the
ion of a seat at the auditorium
duringacultural function.

Following the incident the adher-
«ents of the faction led by thegeneral
secretary vandalised 40 rooms 0t Meer
Mosharraf Hossain Hall and fired 20-
25round bullets.

The JU authorities formed a three-
member committee headed by resi-
dent teacher M Golam Moazzem to
investigate theincident.

Concemed sources said the JCD
general secretary had an altercation
with a student named Akash over the
possession of a seat while watching a
cultural function at the University
OpenStageat 1 1:00pmonTuesday,

Woman bomber
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This center was supposed to be open
today for volunteers,” [raqi General
NejamAbdullah said.

Many people were waiting at the
scgcrl.lemsignuptujnmmenrmy.pﬂlice
54l

The bombing came a day after the
US military saidit had killed the man it
called the number two figure in al
Qaedain [, »

AbuAzzam was de%uly to the orga-
nization's leader, Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, Iraq's most wanted man, the
US military said, although al Qaeda
ridiculed this claim in an internet state-
ment. AbuAzzamwaskilled onSunday:

Fuel station

FROM PAGE 1

At the meeting, the government
announced thar the petroleum
dealers will be allowed to make pay-
ment within a 48-hour [after buying]
timeframe fill November 15, The asso-
ciation had decided not to invesg
maney in buying fuel from the -

ment , 'Incurring hu ' in
i | R A

Besides, an eight-member commit-
tee was formed during the meeting.
Asked to submit its rt by October
30, the committee will be headed by
BPC Director (marketing) and com-
prise among others Energy Ministry
;llfﬁ.r:lnls :mJ president ufﬁ associn-

on.

"It [committee] will consjder our
dernand for upping the sales commis-
sion o 5 percent from the existing 2
percent,” Nazmul sald.

On November 15, the energy secre-
tary will sit down with the dealers to
mlwnﬂﬂmnumndinlii:sues,hesaid.
adding that till then "the government
will supply us with fuel on condition
that we will make the payment within
thenext48 hours."

Meanwhile, car and transport
e Dol o e i e g

ncethe e v, le
about the sirike. The fuel pumpsundcg
the associntion yesterday kept their
businesses shut, much to the inconve-
nience ofthevehicle owners.

Two factions of the association,
however, did businesses as usual,
lessening the miseryofthe people.

Petro inc{mmp owners' 12-point
demand includes among others a hike in
sales commission and compensation for
operational loss due to smrmhmhge
andm“ﬁ::m:iunnfpcunlezm

Setting up a monitoring comimnittee;
issuing licences for light firearm for the
petrol pump owners, establishin
testing labs in the government ol
depots to prevent fuel adulteration and
framing a guideline to establish petrol
pumps and CNG stations were also

* someothermajor demands.

Our Khulna Co ndent adds:
At least 25 people were injured, two of
them severely, when palice clubbed
leaders and supporters of Khiilna unit
of petroleum dealers and tank lorry
owners and workers co-ordination
action committee.

o mtrﬁeen peuptl_e- were picked mgﬁ

m the scene for damagin
Iurri&? and l:mnlg:ug chamsmle Eelfunl of
petrol pum t r were
rdm&ezfas iﬁ leaders of the associa-
tion kept refusing to beginnegotiations
with the energy ministry if the 13 are
notfreed.

"Police released them after the
energy secretary had intervened,"
Nazmul Haquesaidin Dhalka.

Convenor of the action committee
and Jatiya Party leader Abdul Gaffar
Biswas was amnnﬁzlii: injured in the
Khulna incident. Mizan, 40, and Milon,
25, were admitted to Khulna Medical
College and Hospital in critical condi-
tion.

The clash broke out when strikers
were demon:itrull%ﬁin frontof famuna
Oil Depot at Khalishpur. Police
launched the attack without any prov-
ocation, said witnesses.

Police said the st;flpoum of strike

rogramme vandalised four tank
omies, entering the oil depot at 8:30am
yesterday.

Tight security measures were taken
inallpetrol pumps in the city.

Talking Lu'IheDs:HStan the energy
ministry adviser the strike had
resulted from communication gap
between the government and the
petmlgumpwmem

Referri 5 to the formation of the
committee during yesterday's meeting

" with lhi'.'.-str[king3 ealers, he sald it was

formed InnEmz fore the strike was
called. [thas been tasked withmonitor-
inﬁ fuel smuggling and leakage as well
as looking into the petrol pump own-
ers' demands.

"Their strike was not successful as
90 percent of the petrol pumps across
the country went about their busi-
nesses,” headded.

Peeved Tuesday Group

FROM PAGE 1

Canadian High Commissioner to
Dhaka David Sproule said, "The
Tuesday Group wishes to express its
disappointment with the govern-
ment's decision not to welcome its
international conference on the best
electoral practices which was sched-
uled to take place in Dhaka on 22-23
January 2006."

It said the proposed conference--
sponsored by virtually all
Bangladesh's development partners
and largely technical in nature--
would have been an excellent oppor-
tunity to highlight and leam from
positive electoral experiences in
Bangladeshand elsewhere.

Under the circumstances, the
Tuesday Group has decided to post-
pone its conference initiative until "a
more opportune time and mean-
while to pursue additional initia-
tives,” the release said.

TheTuesday Group comprises the
ambassadors and high commission-
ers (o Bangladesh from Australia,
Canada, Denmark; France, Germany,

Italy, Japan, the Netherlands,

Norway, South Korea, Sweden,
Switzerland, UK and USA as well as
the ambassador of the European
Commission and the resident coor-
dinatorofthe United Nations.

None was available from  the
government side to make official
comment on the postponement of
Tuesday Group'sconference.

However, a high official of the
government on condition aof ano-
nymity told The Daily Star that "It is
definitely our victory as the so-called
Tuesday Group backtracked from its
desperatemove.”

The government took a hard line
against holding of the Tuesday
Group's proposed conference since
the diplomats informed the govern-
mentaboutitnearly a couple of years
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The message o was
con to the group when David
Sproule and No Ambassador
Aud Lise Nordheim ealled on Foreign
Affairs Advisor Reaz Rahman on
September25. ]

Although the Tuesday Group
claimed that it will hold the confer~
ence to provide Bangladesh with
necessary technical assistance (o
make sure that the next general
election is held in a free and fair
manner, the government continued
its stand against the move,

After meeting with thetwo en
on September 25, Réaz Rahman to
journalists that the conference would
be counterproductive and tanta-
mount to interfering in the domestic
politics, It may ve a false
impression that Bangladesh does not
want free polls tobe held, hesaid.

He told the two Tuesday Group
members that the very essence of
democracy is peaceful hand-over of
power through elections and it hap-
pened very successfully for the last
three consecutive terms. Besides, he
sald, Bangladesh has a unique sys-
tem like the caretiker government
forconductingfree and fairelections,

Earlier, a press conference of the
group scheduled for September 14
had been cancelled following objec-
tion from the nt as it was
called without consulting the foreign
ministry, apparently violating the
diplomatic nonms.

Foreign Minister M Morshed
Khan, who is now in NewYork, earlier
reacted sharply about the Tuesday
Group's move, saying the foreign
diplomats cannot play role like the
“trade union®, He blamed the said
diplomats for trying to amend the
constitution of Bangladesh by play-

ingroleof"bargainingagents”,

Students call off strike

FROM PAGE 1
Dainik Bhorer Dak and Jibon of
Focus Bangla and police constables
Shahin and Jamil while all the four
wereon duty.

Buetunit SCF President Debashish
Bishwash was among the injured who
include Niloy, Kallani Shutra Dhar,
Imran Habib Rumaon, Sutbrata Sarker
andShampaBashiL

Buetstudentsata press conference
on Saturday called an indefinite strike
demanding a seven-day vacation for
Durga Puja, the largest religious
festival of the Hindus. But the Buet
authorities had declared a one-day
holiday for October 12, causing
resentmentamongthe students.

A group of Buet students, many of *

them are JCD activists, at a, press

:nﬁmmamﬁ

moniing safd though announc
yesterday, the decision 1o withdmaw
the strike was taken on Tuesday night.
Theysaid the authorities have assured
them of declaring a six-day vacation
for Durga Puja.

Allthe classes and academicactivi-
ties resumed yesterday after the strike
was observed for a day the previous
day.
SCF Buet unit President Debashish
at a press conference at the Dhaka
University's Madhu's Canteen in the
afternoon alleged that [CD activists
Jasim, Hasan, Shohag, Rasel, Taleeb
led 'by JCD BUET unit President
Masumand General Secretary Munna
launched the attack on their proces-
sion at about 2:00pm without any
provocation. -

He demanded immediate arrest
and punishment of the JCD men
responsible for the attack on the ralty:
The SCF President Khalequzzaman
Lipon and General Secretary

Mosharmaf Hossain also demanded
immediate removal of the Buet VC,
describing him as a 'religious funda-
mentalist'.

The SCF will demonstrate on the
BUET campus today and tomorrow,
protesting the attack They will submit
a memorandum to the director of
studentwelfare today Asolidarity rally
to be participated by teachers, stu-
dents, and guardians has been
planned to be held on the campus on
October2.

Talking to the journalists, Director
of Student Welfare Monowar Hossain
said the authorities will soon form a
probe committee fo investigate the
ICD's attackon SCE procession.

Meanwhile, a large number of
students left different donmitories of

the BUET for fear ofreprisal from JCRS '

men. The JCD brought out a proces-
sion at about midnight, protesting the
attack on them by the general stu-
dents. They chanted slogans against
the Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
and India. Sources said the JCD men
have been threatening the students of
different dormitorles since Tuesday
night.

The general students earlier had
declared to hold a mally at the Buet
Shaheed Minar at 10:30pm on
Tuesday night. They said they could
not hold the rally fearing the JCD men
mightattackthem.

Additional police have been
deployed on the campus to avert
untoward incidents,

A section of students on Tuesday
assaulted Buet vice-chancellor Prof
Alee Murtuza following an altercation
overthelength of Durga Pujavacation.
Inlast two days, atleast three students
and five JCD activists were injured in
clashesonthe campus.

No steps taken

FROM PAGE 1
committee alleged that the govern-
ment did not initiate any step to
address the issue as the opposition
political parties dominate the
Monga-hit districts.

"We are not happy as the progress
is not satisfactory,” Committee
Chairman Abdul Mannan told
repartersafter the meeting.

"We have been recommending
measures to tackle the issue for the
last three years, but our recommen-
dations failed to draw government's
attention,” Mannan, also a ruling
BNPlawmaker, said.

"The government policy should
be changed to address the Monga
situation. Combined efforts of the
ministries of agriculture, industries
and commerce are must to tackle the
situation," headded.

Despite allocation of Tk 50 crore
in the current fiscal year to mitigate
crisis due to seasonal unemploy-
ment, no step has been taken, the
committee members said.

"The government did not create
alternative jobs for people in the
Monga-hit region. It seems the issue
will be not be addressed thisyear,” Dr
Abdur Razzak, Awami League (AL)
lawmaker and a member of the
committee, tald journalists after the
meeting held at the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban.

, Motahar Hossain, an AL law-
maker elected from northern district
Lalmonirhat, who raised the issue at
the meeting, alleged that the govern-
mentisindifferent to the crisis, as the
opposition lawmakers dominate the
maonga-hit districts.

A subcommittee was formed
about seven months ago to make
recommencdations to create alterna-
tive jobs for people in the monga-hit
districts.

[Ihe parliamentary body yester-
day once again asked the subcom-
mittee to submitits report soon while
members of the parliamentary body
expressed dissatisfaction over the
ineffectiveness of thesubcommittee.

"The subcommittee headed by
Shafi Ahmed Chowdhury of Sylhet
did notconvene any meeting since its

formation," said Motahar Hossain, a
memberofthe subcommittee,

The subcommittee should have
been formed headed by a lawmaker
elected from a northemn district, he
added.

The convenor of the subcammit-
tee, however, assured the meeting that
hewould conveneameetingsoon.

The parliamentary watchdog also
discussed the ahur;l;ﬁ of jute seeds
in the country and the agricul-
ture ministry to initiate steps to solve
the problem.

High profile

FROM PAGE 1
Panicspread among the prisoners as
the raid begar.

Briefing journalists soon after the
drive, jail authorities said nnthi:iE
significant was found insicde the j
Maj Shamsul Haider Siddiqui,
Deputy Inspector General (Prisons),
said the joint forces seized 10 grams
of ganja-like substance and Tk 1,660
fromthe possession oftwo prisoniers,

He said they conducted the raid
following allegations of various
illegal activities mised by different
Mﬁum.[nﬁmmﬂm

Sources | t'
could be found as ¢ were taken
away (o safer places after informa-
tion about the raid leaked out at

around5:00am. R
RAB and police sources said they
performed the raid at the request of
! he Dhaka Centfal Jal afien
€ S ndlid
witnesses clashes amo : prison-
ers pver ( ing and other

sions, the jail authe
ered umuthorisedli

the jail. A e similar o those
b]astedail e Awarni League. 5
August 21 last year was !
dayafter theblast

According to jail inmates, drugs
including ganja, heroin, and
ﬂlhensldyt are available inside the

secured prison house, smug-
gled in with the connivance of cor-

rupt jail guards.



