Nine-hour ordeal a shame
for the ministry

Use the lessons learned or be damned

HE strike by Biman employees -- which brought all

the seven airports in the country to a complete

standstill for nine hours -- has raised a plethora of
questions in the public mind. The situation left the incom-
ing passengers in utter distress and the foreign airlines in
great confusion.

We would like to take issue with the parties concerned --
the government or the ministry, the Biman authorities,
Biman: employees and the civil aviation authority at the
airports. The ministry and Biman authorities, through their
nonchalant attitude towards, and callous handling of, the
employees’ simmering demands, virtually courted erup-
tion of these asonTuesday.

There is clearly no mechanism to stop any agitation snow-
ballinginto a full scale crisis. Biman has become a hotbed of
employees' problems, strident trade unionism, manage-
ment sloth and operational inefficiency, all in a dangerous
brew. The strike call by the Biman employees without notice
showed total disregard for the passengers and the foreign
airlines. Some airlines had to reroute their flights but those
landing at the airports had to pass through an excruciating
ordeal. Passengers didn't get their luggage, many had to go
home without their personal effects and those seeking
onward connections did not know what would to do. The
passengers had to suffer because of the extremely irrespon-
siblebehaviouron the part of the Biman staff.

The airport authorities on their level also failed miserably
in their duty, There was a total blackout on information
which added to the sufferings of the passengers. And they
failed to ensure the basic amenities like power and water
supplyfor the long-waiting passengers.

All this is a reflection of the way Biman and civil aviation
authorities have been working. They have to perform better,
or elsethe government has to intervene to set thingsright.

The strike cost Biman at least half a million US dollar by
one count, which is a blow to the fragile financial health of
Biman has been in the red year after year. The strike
couldn'tbuttelluponits goodwill.

Ghost in the record room
Scooping investigation to identify culprit
imperative

HIS is rather disturbing. Itis now taking place right in

the middle of the administration: the tampering with

and spiriting away of some vital official records in the
establishment ministry. Although it is somewhat comfort-
ing to see that the parliamentary standing committee on
establishment ministry has asked for a report from the min-
istry on the missing and interpolation-tainted government
| officials’ amwglcunﬁdemmt reports (A iéuﬂjs) rather disqui-
etingly, it's upon a reference made by the standing cormmit-
tee to the minigtry concerned that it has formed a commit-
tee to prabe the matter. In other words, the establishment
ministry didn‘tactonits own.

Nowthat an enquiry, a departmental one, though, is get-
ting underway, it should be undertaken with utmost sincer-
ity and seriousness. No attempts should be taken to hide
facts or push things under the carpet. We have experienced
how lapses of the kind were overlooked or hushed up in the
past, to say nothing of reports having been submitted never
seeing the light of day. No undue delaying of the process of
enquiry should take place on the plea that "a thorough and
extensive enquiry is being undertaken through detailed
examination of governmental records and interviews of
officials etcand hence the delay."

It is not understandable as to why the systems of the
neighbouring countries have to be reviewed at this stage
whenwe have aspecific case of omissions and commissions
onour hands to dispose of. Onlyafter this specific enquiryis
over, pe d;:le tesponsible are identified, individuals found
guilty of the act/s are punished, then and only then we may
consider consulting the systems of the neighbouring coun-
tries witha view to improving our own.

It is important to remember that a repetition of the inci-
dents like these will have a dampening impact on the entire
civil service, taking into account the possibility that the dis-
closureitselfmay have only shown thetip of theiceberg.

The enquiry should be most transparent, swift and sub-
ject-specific. Any half-hearted treatment of the issue will
leave the rot festering not just for this government but also
for future governments.

The missing records issue, if not resolved, could under-
mine the professional quality of the entire decision making
process of our bureaucracy:. [t will also raise questions in the
minds of government officials themselves as to who gets
promoted, sidelined or awarded "punishment", why and
how?The causefordemoralisation s for all tosee.
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Pure Food Ordinance

Will the amendments meet people's expectations?

M ABDUL LATIF MONDAL

HE parliament passed
Bangladesh Pure Food
(Amendment) Bill, 2005 on
19 Séptember. The local
government, rural development and
co-operatives minister introduced
the bill in the house on September
13. The bill passed by parliament

becomes an act of parliament after -

the presidentassentstoit.

In view of widespread adultera-
tion in different categories of food
namely cereals, starchy tubers,
vegetables, meat and fish, fruits,
eggs, milk and milk products, fats
and oils, and flavourings and stimii-
lants in the recent years, there has
been persistent demand from the
civil society members, the media
and the consumers association of
Bangladesh (CAB) for enacting a
tough law to prevent adulteration of
allvarieties of food. The government
has, however, gone for the amend-
ments of certain sections and sub-
sections of the half-century old pure
food ordinance (PFO), 1959. In the
statement regarding objects and
reasons of the bill it has been said
that the provisions in the PFO, 1959
have not provided for adequate
punishment to the adulterators of
food. Meanwhile, the development
of newtechnaologies has contributed
to the production and marketing of
quality food on the one hand, and
their misapplication increased the
adulteration of food on the other
hand. In arder to help combat the
rising problem of food adulteration
effectively, amendments (o ‘certain
provisions of the ordinanee and
addition of some new provisions to
ithave becomenecessary.

The amendments and additions
that have been made in the PFO,
1959 mainly relate to the following
areas.

Definition of food: The definition of
food in the PFO, 1959 was a general-
ised description. The amended
definition has specified in detail the
names of different food items that
would come within the purview of

theAct.

Specifying local authorities to
conduct drive to combat food
adulteration: Local authorities
empowered (o conduct drives (o
combat food adulteration have been
specified in the amendments. These
include six city corporations,
paurashavas (municipalities) and
such authority or person in any
other local area as notified by the
governiment.

Constitution of a National Food
Safety Advisory Council (NFSAC):
Provision has been made for the
constitution of the NFSAC headed
by the local government, rural

M\

Penalties: The act has revised (a)
minimum and maximum fine or
imprisonment or both for a first
offence, (b) minimum fine or
imprisonment or both for a second
or subsequent offence and (c) maxi-
mum fine and imprisonment for a
second or subsequent offence. For
instance, for the first time offence
for manufacturing or selling of
adulterated or stale food which is
not of proper nature, substance or
quality the minimum and maxi-
mum fine or imprisonment has
been raised to Tk five thousand and
Tk fifty thousand or a period of
maximum six months and three
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tion of definition of food, constitu-
tion of the NFSAC, specifying the
names of poisonous or dangerous
chemicals, ingredients, additives or)
substances the use or sale of wi'uclf
has been prohibited and establish-

‘ment of pure food court deserve

appreciation. But it is not enough.
The process followed for the passage
of the bill has created mixed reac-
tions in some quarters. Questions
have been raised whether the
revised provision for punishing
adulterators of food is enough or
not! Many have expressed doubt

"that unless improvements are macde

in other areas concerned, the

mum punishment is not enough to
check the menace of food adultera-
tion. They argue that when a per-
son(s) convicted of murder is
awarded death sentence, then why
the food adulterators, who slowly
poison hundreds of people to death,
should not be awarded life term
sentence. After the introduction of
the bill in the house, organisations
like Save the Environment and the
Positive Bangladesh came with the
demand for life term imprisonment
and a fine of Tk three crore as maxi-
mum punishment for the adultera-
tors of food (D/S September 18). The
daily Prothom Alo in its editorial of

Although the amendments / additions in the PFQ, 1’5)39 have not fully met people’s expectations, yet the
implementation of the amendments and other provisions of the law can help reduce food adulteration to a
considerable extent. Further, it has to be examined whether the Bangladesh Pure Food Rules, 1967 made to carry out
the purposes of the PFO, 1959 need any amendment(s) in line with the aforesaid amendments in the PFO, 1959.

development and co-operatives
ministerand consisting of the repre-
sentatives of the ministries and
departments concerned and the
representative of FBCCL The func-
tions of the NFSAC have been delin-
eated,

Prohibition of sale or use of poison-
ous or dangerous chemicals, intoxi-
cated food colour: The use of any
poisonous or dangerous chemicals
or ingredients or additives or sub-
stances inany food has been prohib-
ited. Their sale for use in food has
alsobeen prohibited.
Establishment of pure food court
and its power and jurisdiction:
Provision has been made for the
establishment of one or more pure
food court (s) in each district and
each metropolitan area. Each court
will consist of an officer vested with
the powers of a first class magistrate,
and he will award punishment as
provided in the bill passed by parlia-
ment. An appeal against the judge-
ment of a pure food court shall lie to
sessions judge or the metropolitan

judge.

years respectively from earlier Tk
two hundred and Tk two thousand
or three months and six months
respectively. For the second o
subsequent offences relating to
above, the minimum fine or rigor-
ous imprisonment has been raised
to Tk fifty thousand or a period of
maximum three years from earlier
Tk two thousand and six months.
The maximum fine and imprison-
ment has been raised to Tk two lacs
and three years from the previous Tk
four thousand and rigorous impris-
onment for one year, respectively.
The maximum punishment in the
bill is Tk three lacs and rigorous
imprisonment for three years for the
second or subsequent offences like
resisting or obstructing entry into
any premises of authorised person
or inspector, resisting or obstructing
inspection, examination or seizire
by authorised person orinspector.
The PFO, 1959 contained 49
sections. Bangladesh Pure Food
(Amendment) Act, 2005 amends
some sections of the PFO, 1959 and
creates a few new sections. Elabora-

amendments /additions in the PFO,
1959, will not bring the desired

results.
" As stated above, the bill was-

introduced in the house on Septem-
ber 13. The parliamentary standing
committee on local government,
rural development and co-
operatives ministry was given only
three days to scrutinise the bill. It is
learnt that amendments suggested
even by the treasury bench mem-
bers in the committee were not
accepted. Further, adulteration of
food affects people atall strataof the
society. Enactment of law on:the
purity of food is thus a matter of
general public interest. But the bill
was not circulated for eliciting
public opinion. Furthermore, some
people think that through the hur-
ried passage of the bill the ruling
alliance wants to make some politi-
cal gain. The government has
already started trumpeting the
passage of the bill.

Many have expressed opinion
that the provision of three years' jail
and a fine of Tk three lacs as maxi-

September 21 writes that Bangla-
desh Pure Food (Amendment) bill,
2005 passed in the parliament pre-
scribes a fine of Tk three lacs and
three years' imprisonment as maxi-
mum punishment for adulterers of
food. For offences like adulteration
of food or manufacture or sale of
food which is not of proper standard
or quality, this punishment is not
harsh enough... We think, provision
for harsh punishment will help
combat effectively the adulteration
of food. The survey conducted by
the Prathom Alo favours enactment
ofharsh law. Most of the voters are of
opinion that three years' imprison-
mentisnot enough for the offence of
food adulteration.

Incorporating provisions in the
law such as involvement of local
bodies in the anti-adulteration drive
through having their representa-
tives as public analysts of food,
constitution of NFSAC and estab-
lishment of pure food court will not
help solve the problem of manufac-
ture and sale of adulterated food
unless improvements are made in

&

other areas concerned. Our labora-
tories areill-equipped both in terms
of equipment and skilled manpower
to deal with this gigantic problem of
food adulteration. The daily
Prothom Alo (September 22) has
reported that its field-level survey of
Bangladesh Standards and Testing
Institute, Bangladesh Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research,
Institute of Public Health and
DCC's laboratory has revealed that
they do not have necessary equip-
ment and trained manpower to
detectadulteration,

Mention may be made that the
most important area of concern is
the use of colours in food. Natural or
vegetable colours are generally
considered safe. In the absence of
necessary equipment and skilled
manpower, these laboratories
cannot test and distinguish
between vegetable colours and
hazardous artificial and synthetic
colours, The Daily Starinits editorial
of September 24 writes: "So, it is
necessary to strike at the roats of the
problem. The government has to
think in terms of developing a reli-
able system detecting adulteration
and unhygienic practices at differ-
ent levels of food production. The
magnitude of the problem calls fora
round-the-year vigil, instead of
seasonal campaigns.”

To conclude, although the
amendments [ additions inthe PFO,
1959 have not fully met people's
expectations, yet the implémenta-
tion of the amendments and other
provisions of the law can help
reduce food adulteration to a con-
siderable extent. Further, ithas tobe
examined whether the Bangladesh
Pure Food Rules, 1967 made to carry
out the purposes of the PFO, 1959
need any amendment(s) in line with
the aforesaid amendments in the
PFO, 1959.

M Abdul Latif Mondal is a former Secretary,
Ministry of Food.

Why this unendlng political restructuring?

. MBNaqw
* writes from Karachi

HERE is much speculation

that President Pervez

Musharrafis goingto convert
hisregime into a presidential system
of government. Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain has almost confirmed it
when he talked of national Parlia-
ment's approval. Such political
restructuring has gone on in Paki-
stan from almost the beginning. As
soon as the post-independence
democracy collapsed, a bureau-
cratic-military coterie could manip-
ulate the democratic system at will.
Any number of prime ministers was
shuffled by Iskandar Mirza and
earlier Governor General Ghulam
Muhammad.

Ayub Khan put an end to that
charade of democracy and declared
Martial Law or a one man rule. First
thing he did was to construct, bit by
bit, an authoritarian structure called
Basic Democracy. The centre of the
system, where all power resided, was
the dictator. The people had paper
rights under his 1962 Constitution.
Reality behind those rights was a
judiciary subordinate to the Presi-
dent -- as was bureaucracy or the

Army. He ruled for over 10 years but .

faced two challenges: Other gener-
als and the common citizens never
gave his rule legitimacy. East Paki-
stanis were louder and more deter-
mined; they insisted on their rights.

In the West Pakistan too people
converted the 1964 Presidential
election campaign into an agitation
under Miss Fatima Jinnah. After that
ipopulardiscontent grewand in 1968
a few sporadic incidents soon
morphed into an agitational move-
ment and Bast Pakistan flared up by
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's trial.
Soon a political agitation of excep-
tional intensity gripped the country,
demanding the reintroduction of
ordinary democracy without any

calarchitecture was to get rid of East
Pakistan and to rule West Pakistan
ever happily thereafter. The proof of
his wanting to go on ruling was that
on 20th of[)lp_ggmher 1971,  he circu-
revolt in GHQ and generals chose a
civilian politician, ZA Bhutto, to
become the Martial Law Adminis-
tratorin place of Yahya.

Bhutto was a leader of PPP that
had won a majority of West Pakistan
seats in National Assembly that
finally met after Bangiudesh\t

Ziaul Haq made sweeping
changes in the political structure,
though the fib was that the Constitu-
tion has not been abrogated; it is
only in abeyance, Virginity of Paki-

Lhenn.ncally Lstabl:shnd disap-
peared in thin air. Zia chose to wrap
his detestable dictatorship in
Islamic raiment. He initiated an
unending national debate over how
un-Islamic democracy is. Hespent a
fortune on propaganda against
democracy. His Islamic laws were all

their programme and policies;
pasties come centrestage, When
individuals go to their neighbours
and ask for votes for purely personal
reasons. Willy nilly, he appeals to
tireir bradarees or tribe or sect or
maslak. This is a prescription for
dividing the society and for prevent-
ing political parties from emerging -
- by draining away the life blood of a
political party through banning
political activism by the citizenry. All
Martial Law and authoritarian
regimes have prevented free poli-

The polnl is his melhodology is redolent of how Ayub and Yahya conducted their polltlcs. Like ﬁyub he held non-

political elections for his local governments. He seeks like all of them to keep the people divided along the lines of
'bratharees’, tribes, sect or even "'maslak’. Politics is not for the common man. Parties are to remain confined to their
own confabulations in drawing rooms, press statements or interviews to the media. They are prevented from holding
public meetings and taking out processions by devious means. \

adjectives, Basic or any other.

But in the nick of time, Army
produced another dictator who
seized power from Ayub. The latter
had accepted most of protestors'
demands but Yahya preempted him
and later events resulting from his
bunglings and blunders are
wellknown. His short career encap-
sulates what all dictators try to do:
he began by giving a free election to
please the people, Despite his cyni-
cal intentions, voters set all his
schemes to naught. Two big parties
emerged. Both Were anxious to take
power. His clumsy tactics in East
Pakistan finally took the shape of
military operations against Awami

‘League and the people of East Paki-

stan. A civil war ensued and that led
to a war with India and finally to
defeat and dismemberment. Some
argue that purpose of Yahya's politi-

emerged. For first two years, Bhutto
ran a presidential system but had to
take everyone on board after 1971
jolt to preventWest Pakistan disinte-
grating. Wisely, he chose parliamen-
tary democratic system, though his
own prepossessions and proclivities
were authoritarian. He proceeded to
amend his own (1973) Constitution
to rule like a dictator. But he decreed
cascading reforms, mostly well
meaning but ineffective. He made
much of two land reforms, none of
which was implemented to dispos-
sess any big landlord; only a small
number of landlords lost someland,
usually barren. But large sections of
landed gentry retained what they
had. Big aristocrats continue ruling
the roost to this day. But Bhutto's
rule came to an end in just over
seven years and was hanged for his

pains.

penal in character except the
changes in the Law of Evidence. He
opened the door wide to religious
and political contention. His politics
divided the people in various
bradarees, sects and ethnic entities
50 that new organisations will take
up some of the space occupied by
traditional centrist parties like
Muslim League and PPE He nomi-
nated a toothless Shoora and called
it Parliament. That was the pith of
his Islamic restructuring. All power
was located in his person and every

aspect of social life was under the |

control of the government, He ruled
for 11 and a half years and did his
best to de-paliticise the society.

An abiding feature of all paolitical
restructuring by military dictators is
that they favour non-political elec-
tions. The reason is because politi-
cians m]lcit votes on the basis of

tics: political meetings and rallies
have been the betes noire of authori-
tarian rulers,

Little needs to be said for the five
political governments that followed
Zia's death. The first was dismissed
by himself. The second, third, fourth
and fifth were run by Ms, Benazir
Bhutto and Mian Nawaz Sharif --
originally a protégé of the Army but
later outgrew his political anteced-
ents. He today stands for total ouster
of Army from the political sphere
and admits his own fault in trying to
improve upon Zia's supposedly
Islamic political system in order to
make his own power supreme
through another Constitutional
Amendment that was prevented by
the Army. This system is tailor made
to concentrate all powers in the
President who was expected to be
the military dictator himself.

But the Army quickly discovered
that influencing a nonpolitical
President was no big deal. They
operated through the President and
had all the four succeeding guvm
ments dismissed prematurely,

Zia's sfructure cnnunum ﬁu
today. What General Pervez
Musharraf has done is to revive the
system as it was, with all the special
powers of the President. Although
Musharrafin altered exigencies does
not talk much of Islam; but enlight-
ened moderation or a moderate and
modem Islam is what he promotes.
But has all the un-trammelled pow-
ers of Zia's system plus all safe-
guards Musharraf and Army thought
they needed, thanks to the Supreme
Court. He now is the sole master of
the political system; judiciary, par-
liament, bureaucracy and Army
obeyhimimplicitly. {

The point is his methadology is
redolent of how Ayub and Yahya
conducted their politics. Like Ayub
he held non-palitical elections for
his local governments. He seeks like
all of them to keep the people
divided along thelines of bratharees,
tribes, sect or even maslak, Politics
is not for the common man. Parties
are to remain confined to their own
confabulations in drawing rooms,
press statements or interviews tathe
media. They are prevented fom
holding public meetings and taking
out processions by devious means.
It is a different matter that
Musharraf cannot take baw
dom from the press and m .
though his regime has its oWh pre-
ferred ways of dealing with rouble-
some journalists. Partly journalists
have won it the hard way and pastly
the US wishes to make it i.mpn@‘,hle
torunas tight a ship aﬁAjuh;'mao
or Ziaran. [t
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bombings in Bangladesh. Yes to stop
accusing each other and start think-
ing. Who did it? How they did it?
Aboveall, who financed it? As citizens
of this eountry we have the right to
know the answers. Did anybody read
Thiery Masson's book "9/11 the Big
Lie"? If you have read it then you will
knowwhatlam talkingabout.
Manzoor Hussain

Mohakhali, Dhaka

A tragic incident

I am a student of class six of Maple
Leaf International School. I was
deeply shocked to see dinews itemin
The Daily Star on 11 Sept. '05 that a
student of an English medium
school of Dhaka city had been
washed away by the low tide while

Soul seamhh:lg hewas takingbath in the Cox's Bazar
Asanordinary citizenof thiscountry, sea beach. There were five bays
Tam requesting all my fellow citizens  including two gitls with him. [ felt

to stop and think about the recent

very sad when I saw the news that

the boy was no more in the world.
My questionis how can weavoid this
type of tragic incidents? Because
every year we are leaming that some
of the visitors are washed away by
thelowtide while bathing.

Doesn't the government have any
role to play in preventing such tragic
incidents? At least the government
could arrange protection at the sea
beach by proffering lifeguards. Also,
the local authorities should have
arrangements for alerting the bath-
ers.

SawgataSarker
Maple LeafInt School, Dhaka

Our foreign ministry

Bangladesh foreign ministry has a
high sense of "wait and see" on any
international affairs including
killing of its own citizens by the BSE
This ministry is so inactive that it
can only be c'nmpa:ed with OIC

(pronounced Oh! I See),

I'would like to draw the ministry's
attention to the DS Editorial dated
September 12, 2005. The editorial
has poignantly analysed the pogrom
in which four Bangladeshis were
'lynehed’ by Indians on Indian soil
assisted by BSE I cannot do any
better than quote just one para-
graph from the editorial; "A case in
point is lynching of Bangladeshis
across the Bangladesh border in the
Indian soil after their abduction
which is not the category of issues
that fall under the definition of
routine 'border problem'. We con-
demn this brutality even if one were
to say that the Bangladeshis had
'tresp " into the Indian terri-
tory, although reports suggest other-
wise, was it not for the BSF to take it
up with the BDR, instead of letting
these unfortunates be victims of an
inhumanact?"

Why is the foreign ministry silent

now?

Was it not its duty to strongly
protest and take it up with appropri-
atelevels?

On the other hand, when [ndia

violated our airspace, it concerned

the JS Committee on the Foreign
Ministry. The Secretary of the Minis-
try informed, "Generally it sends
protest notes to the Indian govern-
ment." (DS5.8.05).

Comparing the two incidents
leaving aside the regular killing of
Bangladeshis by BSF I am, as a
layman, driven to the conclusion
that our Air Space is a greater con-

park In recent, times poor people
squatter around this area due to
negligence of the Dhaka City Corpo-
ration (DCC).
As part of the beautification of
gave a portion of the
park 1o multinational company, to
beautify if. However, the company
turned it into an advertising spot in
the name of beautification. It occu-
pled alucrative spotin the prime area
ofthe cityforadvertisingits produets.
Moreaver, the area is also barb-
wired to deny access to general
public. And also security men are
guarding the place so that nobody
canenterit.

cerm to the Foreign Ministry than the Howcould DCCturnaparkintoan
lives of Bangladeshis. advertisingspot?

MAnisuzzaman Mohibul

Uttara, Dhaka Dhaka

Fate of a park Disgraceful!

The Panthakunja in front of

Iwas hoping that the government of
Bangladesh would take some seri-

ous action against the miscreants
responstble for the August 17 bomb-
ings all over Bangladesh. There were
some actions too. But [ am really
sorry to say that it is not enough.
Especially when we see that some
criminals are released according to
the prescription of Jamaat leaders,
we are disheartened. 1 don't know
how long this government will take
lu understand clearly that they are

g their own graves. On]y time
answe? .
Saams -ET ke .
One-mail” -
Graffiti galore:

“Mostpfthe creative brains gather at
Dhaka University'. That is still true,
Now, someone entering the campus
for the first ime will find the signs of
their creativity on different walls of
the campus. Unfortunately, some
unsophisticated people often fail to

find any creativity in those graffiti.
But they cannot be blamed for that.
Tastes of the people are changing as
they are often travelling to the so
culled decent and developed worldy
The authorities have something td
do in this respect, Ihe!lm'lheycm‘r
use the talents to do something
more creative and amncﬂve fm;
peopleingeneral.

After all, if people cannot npprc—.

. ciate something what isthe value of

the creation? I think some carefully
chosen artwork could be placed on
the walls. That could be & mural
depicting our rich eultural &
social history and $o ms

thinking about it Jnd lhegl get
patronisation, they can really do
good work.

SabbirAhmed

Dept.of English, DU
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Sonargaon Hotel used to be a large
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