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Cluttagong Polytechmc
Institute authorities evacuated
two workshops and five decade-
old' dilapidated buildings to
avoid casualties fearing collapse
atanymoment.

The workshops were used for
practical classes of civil engi-
neering and power (auto- diesel)
while the five buildings, includ-
ing the principal's bungalow,
housed 48 families.

The inmates of the buildings,
including those of 12 instruc-
tors, were moved to eight other
dormitories and rented houses
outside thecampus,

The practical classes of the
civil and powerworkshop build-
ings are now being held at eight
other workshop buildings,
which are also in almost the
same condition.

The Institute, set up on 35
acresoflandin 1962, has 10 work-
shops, five student dormitories,
one for females, and 12 three-
storey buildings forits staffs.

A total of 1,700 students
attend classes under the age-old
buildings, risking their lives,
saidthestudents while talking to
this correspondent.

The institute offers technical

Chittagong
Polytechnic
Institute authori-
ties evacuated two
workshops and
five decade-old
dilapidated build-
ings to avoid casu-
alties fearing col-
lapse at any
moment

education under six trades -- -

Civil,, Mechanical, Electrical,
Power (Auto Diesel),
Electronics and Computer -- in

Md Anwar Hossain, acting
principal of the institute, said
"We have informed the authori-

ties concerned about the situa-

any moment when the technical

tionwithoutanyresult." education board authorities

But, our concerns remain remained indifferent to the
unheeded forcing the teachers, problems,” he said. "The build-
staffs and students tolive in the  ings badly need renovation or

quarters and buildings at great
riskrtresaid.
"We fear a major casualty at

even the repairwork,” headded.
The other teachers and staffs
of the institute also expressed
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They said the walls and roofs
of the buildings have been
sopgy, leaking water inside for
long,

“The buildings, where we
have been shifted now, are also
in same dilapidated condition
and might collapse or cave in

during earthquake of any mag-

nitude.”

They urged the authorities
concerned for immediate mea-
sures for renovation of the build-
ings and construction of new
staff quarters, dormitories and
classesrooms. .

Besides, the dilapidated
buildings are also causing dam-
age to the valuable machinery
and equipment of the institute
as the rainwater pours or seeps
through theroofs and walls, they
said.

In addition, Ypembers of the
32 Ansar Battali e been
using one ofthe studeénts dormi-
tories for years, worsening the
housing problem of the students
and staffs, they said. The Ansar
forces were not posted to look
after the security of the insmute.
theyadded.
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Port city struggles
with waterlogging,
poor drainage

The waterlogging following
the six-hour incessant down-
pour on Saturday once again
reminded the city dwellers of
the miserable state of the
drainage system in the port
city.

The torrential rain inun-
dated most of the city areas,
leaving thousands of residents
marooned till late afternoon
since the early mormning on the
day.

The rainwater flooded
hundreds of shops and busi-
ness establishments, causing
hugedamage to properties.

The businessmen, particu-
larly those of the traditional
business centres of Chaktai
and Khatunganj, suffered the

most financial losses as the'

Chaktai Canal the backbone
of drainage system of the city -
- overflowed, submerging
their godwons of wholesale
groceryitems. :
They attributed the non-
completion of renovation
works of Chaktai Canal and

poor maintenance of the,

existing drains of the city for
theirlosses:

The city dwellers said the

illegal construction of struc-
tures on the drains at
Prabartak Intersection and
Jamalkhan areas and concrete
structures on open spaces
blocking the passage of water,
contributed to the
waterlogging.

They urged for coordinated
efforts by the authorities con-

cerned like Chittagong City

Corporation (CCC),
Chittagong Development
Authority, Bangladesh
Railway, Chittagong Port

Authority and Chittagong

Wasa to keep the passage of
water free and' improve the
drainagesysten.

The CCC, responsible for
taking care of the drainage
system, was apparently not
much concerned in this regard
while listing the development
worksinits annualbudget.

CCC in its budget of the
current fiscal year (2005-2006)
took up no new project for
developing the drainage sys-
tem and opted to continue
implementing the projects of
lastfiscal year (2004-2005).

The CCC under the last
fiscal year's projects contin-
ued construction of 5.29 km
drains involving Tk 1.39 crore,

4.97 km retaining walls of Tk 4
crore 39,61 lakh, and diggi
and removal of earth along
16.65kmatacostofTk 93 lakh,
sources at CCCsaid.

The CCC is constructing a
2.16 km retaining wall along
the Chaktai canal under a Tk °
6.50 crore project and imple-
menting the Tk 2.10 crore
project for brick soling of the
canal bed, sourcessaid.

Both the projects for
Chaktai Canal were taken up
lastyear, _

Of them, the soling of the
canal bed is yet to see much
progress while the' construc-
tion of the retaining walls is
almost completed, the CCC
officials said.

Meanwhile, the CCC officials
said to free the city from
waterlogging, CCCalone cannot
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They said inmany points of
the city garbage and rubbish
are thrown and dumpedin the
drains blocking the passage of
water. Besides, loosened earth
following illegal hill cutting
contributes to the silt in ‘the
drains, resulting in collapse of
drainage system even after a
little downpour, theysaid. |
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downpour inundated half of the city on Saturday.
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Federation coqvener Helal Uddln
gave a brief Speech and thanked the
gﬁito s forcomingtothe exibition.

show drew a large number of
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