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Ordeals of children liiing by rail lines

SULTANA RAHMAN
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- One-and-half-year-old Smriti
is lucky to be still alive, She fell
under a running train on Sep-
tember 8 but because of her
tiny frame she did not get

“seriouslyinjured.

~ Smiriti's elder brother
Hridoy, who is seven, did not
have the same luck and lost
ﬂ;.,lfﬂé.-ﬁ\ﬁgers under the wheels
ofatrain two years ago. He was
pl'aﬁ?on the rail line and

slipped as he tried to get out of

thgt;:}ggf.a passing train. The

slip cost him his fingers.

€ir, grandmother Hajera

lid not hear the whistle of
train and suddenly I felt a

from the body by the force of the

moving train," said Hajera who -
has been living in a slum near:

the railway line at Karwan Bazar
for20 years. Sheis also a witness
to a number of such mishaps
someofwhichwerefatal.
Every 30 minutes a train
- passes by and minor children
living in slums on both sides of
the rail lines often become
victims ofaccidents as they are
unable to comprehend the
danger, According to the traf-
fic wing of Dhaka Metropoli-
‘tan Police 72 trains move to
and from the city everyday.
_Aleya (3), Billal (5) and
Rabeya (4) bear the marks of
near fatal accidents. Aleya and

Rabeya lost her left wrists

hadbeenhit by a running train

jolt- Myrighthand gotseparated

while Billal's right leg was
severed inseparate incidents,

“Rabeya was only one-and-
half when that accident hap-
pened,” said Rabeya's mother.
"I’had gone to collect firewood
for cooking and she crawled
ontotherailline."

Thousands of slum people
on both sides of 23-kilometre

Thousands of slum
people on both
sides of 23-

. kilometre stretch of

rail lines from
Kamalapur Railway
Station to Tongi live
with the risk of

train accidents

stretch of rail lines from
Kamalapur Railway Station to
Tongi live with the risk of train
accidents.

"Our shanty is so small and
there is hardly any room. Most
of my time is therefore spent
on the rail lines where I play
with my mates. Sometimes we
take food while sitting on the
railline," said Chumki, a nine-

* year-old of Begunbari slum.

According to Dhaka GRP

(Government Railway Police),
117 people died in train acci-
dents between January 1 and
September 14 this year in
areas under the jurisdiction of
Dhaka GRP which is from
Kamalapur Railway Station to
Eastern part of the Jamuna
River. Of them, 44 were run
overand11hadbeenhit.

"We only keep the record of
deaths in train accidents and
file unnatural death cases. The
accidents which do not end in
deaths are not recorded," said
Dhaka GRP's duty officer Md
Anowar Kamal. i

/The slums builtas close as 10
meters from the railway tracks
increase the risk of accidents.
Apart from vendors, children,
vagabonds and commuters
also walk freely on rail lines
which are crowded most of the
time. People only tend to leave
just seconds before a train
arrives. Some children also try
to race the trains as a form of
entertainment.

"Children love to play on rail
tracks despite the fear of acci-
dents because they do not
have any other place to play.
And it is not always easy to
keep watch on them," said a
motheroftwoataslum.

Many children in' slums
close to railway tracks carry
some form of physical disabil-
ity from train accidents. As the
parents are often away at
work, the children play on rail
tracks unattended and unsu-
pervised.
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Karwan Bazar under
in shabby condition

should maintain it mgu]a:ly,l“ Rashida

IMRUL HASAN

streets in the
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pass

early morning every

The Karwan Bazar underpass remains
dirty all the time due to lack of regular
maintenance by the authorities con-
cerned.
The underpass was renovated in
September last year at a cost of Tk 63
' lakh by the Dhaka City Corporation
A(DCG), but its environment is worsen-
' ing rapidly because of the authorities'
carelessness.

Rainwater drips into the stairs and
walkway of the underpass and remain
stagnant, causing suffering to the
pedestrians,

% rain the underpass becomes
slippery and dirtier. My daughter has
slipped two times over the walkway,"
said Rashida Begum, who comes to
KarwanBazarkitchen marketeveryday,

"If the underpass remains in such a
condition, it will be quite unusable,”
mgg@?}ﬁda. a resident bf Panthapath
ared,’ * ° 3
The undetpass located in the busy
GOmmErdﬂmEa isused by hundreds of
pedestrians’every day. "It is an impor-
tant underpass, the city corporation

{ i

said. _

The pedestrians also contribute to
the dirty environment of the under-
pass by spittingonitswalls and floor.

"It is not only the government's
duty, we should also be conscious
about its cleanliness,”" said Jamilur
Reza, a government employee who
lives in the Green Road area. Reza uses
theunderpass everyday.

There is a generator that supplies
electricity during load-shedding but it
often remains out of order, said the
security guards who maintain the
securityof theunderpass.

"DCC hardly sends anystaffto clean
the walkway," said a security guard
who works for a private security com-
pany. "It is not our duty to keep the
underpass clean. Itisthe job of DCC."

The security guards said they always
ask the pedestrians not to spit on the
wallsor floor, but they donotcare atall.

Sources said the workers of DCC do
not come to clean the underpass dur-
ing the weeklyholidays,

"The cleanliness is maintained by
the DCC sweepers who also clean the

day," said Md Abod-Al-Zabbar, the

chief executive officer of DCC zone-6,
when asked about the lack of proper
maintenance ofthe underpass.

"The electrification system in the
underpass will be improved soon," he
said adding: "We inform the higher
officials about these problems, but in
mostcases theydonotpayheedtous.”

Waterlogging inside the underpass
during rain quite often made it unus-
able with water dripping inside contin-
uously because of technical faults of
the structure, said an official of DCC
zone-6.

The maintenance of the underpass
is carried out under a project of DCC
called Dhaka Nagar Abokathamo
[Dhaka CityInfrastructure].

The DCC head office looks after its
security and zone-6 office is responsi-
ble for the electrification system and
cleanliness.

DCC began its renovation in Sep-
tember 2004 as part of the city beauti-
fication project. City Mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka inaugurated the
underpassafterthe renovation.

With Ramadan comes
price hike

KAUSAR ISLAM
With the month of Ramadan just
days away, the prices of essentials
have seen another 'traditional' hike
with wholesalers allegedly creating
an artificial crisisin the market.
The items usually in demand
during the Ramadan are still not
sufficiently available. Businessmen
at different kitchen markets are say-
ing that the wholesalers havestocked
thestufftoinfluenge the price.
“If the supply cfisis goes on then
i ials will automati-
iing will be made

available immediately before the start of the Ramadan but at a hiked

SPIRALING PRICES AHEAD OF RAMADAN

There is fear that the price of the
essentials would see another hike
with the start of the new Gregorian

Essentlals Price last week (Tk.) Price this week (Tk.)
e T e ; p . calendarmonth. AR
Lduge Db S840k "As the Ramadan starts in the
. Onlon 31-82/kg first week of October, people will
26Ky get their salaries at the same time.
| kg Because of that the market will
S ik remain expensive,” said Md.
ST : Shahadat, a retailer at Karwan
Da‘tas{ Lo 8 m'%j \ BazarKitchenMarket. = ;
DA e Although price hike in the holy
- Soybeanoil | month is a usual trend, the busi-
‘Puffed Rice (Mur) nessmen are able to show some

rate. Thishappens everyyear," said aretailer at New Market.

The prices of onion, ginger, garlic, turmeric, pulses, sugar, oil,
wheat, rice, chola, powdered milk, salt, and fruits, especially dates

havealready gone up,

"This year price of dates will break records, The minimum rate for
even the lowest quality would not be less than Tk. 50

Aminullslam, awholesaler.
Fruits have become costlieralso.

"It is understandable if imported fruits like apple, date, orange
become costlier due to the dollar price increase. But why papaya and

bananaalso? Asked Rehnumah Khan, a housewife.

“.

per kg," said

legitimate excuses this time around.

"The transportation cost of per
truck onion from Pabna was Tk. 6000 three months ago. Now it is
Tk. 9000 because of the fuel price hike. Naturally the price has
increased and itis not related to Ramadan," said Hasanul Alam, a
wholesaler.

The demand of food stuff, mostly agricultural products increase
during the month of Ramadan. And as the country depends on
imported items to meet the demand the businessmen are also point-
ingatthe dollarsituation. '

“The government has raised our salary but it has already been
adjusted by the hike of expenditure in every sector of life. We don't
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governmentemployee.

dream of a better Ramadan this year," said Abdul Halim Khandoker, a.



