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Did U Know?

First athletes parading during the opening
caremony behind their national flags was
introduced in 1908 Olympic Games.

Harbhajan Singh

(India off-spinner)

“(Sourav) Ganguly has rebuilt this
team and whatever the team has
achieved so far, credit goes to the
captain.”

.NATIONAL HOCKEY
Army thrash
BKSP |

SPORTS REPORTER

Defending champions Bangladesh
Army madea convincing startin the
Super Sixofthe ABS National Hockey
Championship when they handed 5-
1 defeat on BKSP in the opening
match at the Maulana Bhasani
National Stadium yesterday.

The service side dominated the
firsthalf3-1.

Sirajul Islam hit the board thrice

and Didar Hossain added two more
for the winners. Rimon Kumar scored
the consolation goal for thelosers.

But last year runners-up Farid-
pur had to fight hard to manage a
solitary goal victory over Bangla-
desh Navy, National medio Musa
Mia struck the all-important goal in
the firsthalf. .

Sourav loses
grandfather

PTI, Kolkata

India skipper Sourav Ganguly's
maternal grandfather Sachchi-
dananda Chatterjee, under whose
tutelage the cricketer took his first
nervous steps into the game, died at
his south Kolkata residence on
Maondayafter a protracted illness.
Ganguly's family sources said,
Chatterjee (86) wasnot keeping well
 after suffering a cerebral attack
about two months ago. A widower,

Chatterjee left behind a son and a
daughter.

A for othaller, Chatterjee
turned Unioninthe

19408,
snd, philosopher
He taught

and guide to Sours
Sourav the basics of the game. Even
whe

s a former vice-
ket Association
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inter-club players' transfer for the
Caorporate Cricket League. In fact,
they joined Biman. We regret the
£ITorx, :

~ -=Sports Editor
fai

SPORTS REPORTER

After two dull' days of trading the
three-day players' transfer came to
life on Tuesday with the arrival of
most of the national cricketers
including captain Habibul Bashar
and his two predecessors Akram
Khan and Naimur Rahman.

But Akram, who signed for
Beximco, lent his voice to the poor
structure of the Corporate League,
which he believed could become a
very important event of the domes-
ticcalendar.

"The recent happenings regard-
ing the meet are unfortunate. I think
the Corporate League could be an
important domestic calendar event
butin thelast three years the author-
ities have done little or nothing to
turn it into a premier event,”
thought Akram.

The popular Chiitagonian
pointed to the Board's poor policy as

a possible reason for three leading
cellular companies staying away
from this year's tournament.

"The tournament had a bright
beginning but the BCB ruined it by
arranging a Twenty20 competition
last time. This was terined as noth-
ing more than introduction of "holi-
day cricket' by all the teams.
Thankfully, they reverted to 50-
overs-a-side but it is not enough.
The tournament can financially
help the players if only it is run
properly,” he added.

Akram also blasted the pool
system.

"[t is a shame that a national
team pacer (Anwar Hossain Munir)
isunable find a teamto play for. Iam
against the idea of corporate houses
exploiting the cument pool" he
explained.

The drama surrounding the
competition also drew criticism.

"[ don't want to comment on the
rift between two officials but one
thing is for sure it is not a healthy
sign for our cricket when we are

J

under pressure in the international
arena,” said a national player on
condition ofanonymity.

Meanwhile, at the end of the
bourse the tournament committee
met with respective team officials to
finalise the grouping (Group A: Araf
Apparels, Banglacat, Ispahani, Gazi
Tank, Epyilion and Security Air
Express. Group B: Jamuna Bank,
Beximeo, Biman, Acme and Metro
Real Estate.)

The meeting however decided
that they would wait until today to
completethe 12-team quota.

"There is a chance of another
team being included and that's why
we have decided to wait at least
another day. The team will able to
register any player before the tour-
nament,” said Ali Hossain, member
secretary of the tournament com-
mittee.

He also informed that the league
would begin as scheduled on
October 5 across the country.

Following js the list of the players
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THE PAST & THE PRESENT: Bangladesh cricket captain Hablbul Bashar is flanked by his fwo predecessors Akram
Khan (L) and Naimur Rahman, who all took part In the Corporate Cricket League's players transfer at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium on Tuesday.

Inzy changes his mind

K0 Cricket

AFP, Lahore

Pakistan cricket captain Inzamamul
Haqhas finally agreed to play in next
month's Super Test against
Australia, reversing an earlier deci-
slon towithdraw.

The 35-year-old, who replaced
injured Indian star Sachin

§ Tendulkar, has been involved in a

series of rows with international
selectors and Pakistani cricket
authorities, including a dispute over
aparkingspace.

Inzamam said he agreed to
feature in the Super Test to improve
Pakistan'simage.

"I did say that | would not go but
after being convinced by the chair-

man that my participation is neces-
sary for the better image of the
country, I' have decided to tour
Australia," Inzamam told reporters.

Inzamam was initially angered

when the International Cricket
Council left him out of the Test and
one-day. squads to face Australia,
whichwere announced in August.
' Last week the International
Cricket Council (ICC) said he would
take Tendulkar’'s place in the Test,
butthe Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
wrongly announced that he was in
bothsquads.

Already angered by the confu-
sion, he then said he would pull out
ofthe Super Test after he was report-
edly denied permission to park his
car at PCB headquarters in Gaddafi
stadiuminLahore on Monday.

The PCB said the matter had
beenresolved.

"PCB chairman Shaharyar Khan
met with Inzamam Monday night
and explained the background ofthe
genuine misunderstanding and now
Inzamam has agreed to play in the
SuperTest,"itsaidinastatement.

"Newspaper reports on Tuesday
have suggested that I was angry
which is wrong; It was a principled
stance that I should be treated with
respect and that's why [ was disap-
pointed,” added Inzamam.

The 1CC-organised Super Series
features three one-dayers in
Melbourne on October 5, 7 and 9
and a six-day Test in Sydney from
October 14-19.

Expressing disappointment over
the earier confusion, the council
said there had been preliminary
discussions between the 1CC and
PCB to find ouf whether Inzamam

SEE PAGE 13 COL 5

Greg rebuked in
Australia itself
AFP, Sydney

The embattled coach of the Indian
cricket team, Greg Chappell, was
Tuesday criticised by former player
Paul Wilson as a "poor coach” dur-
ing his five-year stint at the South
Australian stateside.

Chappell, a former Australia
captain and one of the country's
best ever batsmen, is embroiled ina
power struggle with Indian captain
Sourav Ganguly after an email he
wrote criticising the Indian captain
became public.

"Greg Chappell's' a fantastic
individual skills and batting coach,

but he was a poor coach when it |,
came to looking after a group of"

peaple,” Wilson told the Australian
newsagency AAR

Wilson, who played one Test for
Australia in 1998 against India as
well as 11 one-day internationals,
said in five seasons in South
Australia the team's best results
were two fourth-placings in the
national state competition.

"When he was with SA a lot of
guys fell by the wayside, Greg didn't
seem to worry himself with a lot of
the guys and they really didn't feel
led,"Wilsonsaid.

"It's only now under (coach)
Wayne Phillips that the lost ground
is being recovered.”

Wilson, a fast bowler who left
South Australia to play for Western
Australia in the 2002-2003 season,
retired from cricket in 2004.

Wilson, who also worked as a
marketing and development officer
for South Australian cricket during
Chappell's time with the organisa-
tion, said Chappell did not nuirture
talent.

"No real batting talent came
through and T don't think he looked
hard enough within his own squad
or within the state for the players
that could have improved," Wilson
said.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 8

ASIAN U-14 TENNIS
Sani reaches_

last eight

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh's top seed Omar Faruk
Sani was the lone local player to
reach the boys' singles quarterfinal

of the Sheltech Asian Under-14

Series Tennis tournament yesterday
eliminating his compatriot Rezman
Ahsan 6-4, 6-3 at the Ramna
National Tennis Complexyesterday.

He will play the quarterfinal
againstAkio Sy of Philippines today.

The results of the other boys'
singles matches: Hutaruk Farulian
(Indonesia) beat Mir Abu Syed
(Bangladesh) 6-0, 6-0, Sameer
Paranjape (India) defeated Arif
Hossain (Bangladesh) 6-3, 6-4,
Ronak Manuja (India) beat Rafiqul
Islam (Bangladesh) 6-0, 6-0,
Sudanwa Sitaram (India) defeated
Jamil Bhuiyan (Bangladesh) 6-0, 60,
Akio Sy (Philippines) beat Arzyaman
Boroowa (India) 6-0, 61, Mansingh
Athore (India) eliminated Sabbir
Rezwan (Bangladesh) 6-2, 6-1 while
Arvind Fernando (Sri Lanka) beat
Saleemn Sadman (Bangladesh) 6-1,
6-0to reach the quarterfinals.

Inthe girls' singles, four players -~
Grace Sari Ysidora and Nadia
Frederika (Indonesia), Naik Adnyaa
{India) and Neesha Thirumalai-
chelvam (Malaysia) -- advanced 1o
the semifinals eliminating their
respective Bangladeshi opponents.
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Andrew Flintoff with the player-of-the-year trophy at the Royal Albert H_a.ll in

Londonon Monday.

L

Flintoff No. 1 again

Wants to perform in subcontinent

m Cricket

Cmciumh‘sm undated

Andrew: Flintoff was named the
Professional Gricketers' Association
(PCA) player-of-the-year at a glitzy
dinner at London's Royal Albert Hall
on Monday.

Flintoff won the award, which is
voted for by all professional cricket-
ers, for the second year in succes-
sion. The previous player to win it
back-to-backwas John Leverin 1978
and 1979.

“It's been massive," Flintoff said.
"You have to pinch yoursell some-
times, It's been a roller-coaster of
emotions. It's been enjoyable, it's
been tense, it's been nervy and to
come out with the Ashes has been
amazing -- but at the end 1 just
wished there was another Test to
playthe following week."

But Elintoff, along with other
England cricketers, was keen tolet the
PCA awards mark the end of English
celebrations of a wildly successful
summer. He told Sky Sports he was
looking forward to the challenge of
playing in the subcontinent, against
Pakistan and then India, in conditions
vastlydifferent fromhome,

"Pakistan is going to hold new

challenges. Having played against
Australia, it was hard, and 1'm sure
Pakistan is going to be equally hard.
We're going out to the subcontinent,
playing under different conditions
foreign to ourselves, and T feel I've
got something to prove on the sub-
continent. I went out to India a few
years ago and I've been to Sri Lanka,
and did alright. But I'd like to do well
in other parts of the world, not just
England.” '

Flintoff wasn't alone in tuming
thoughts away from celebrating and
towatdsthe challenges thatlieahead.

Ashley Giles, who had such a
successful series in Pakistanin 2000~
01, is expected to play a key role
again on pitches that are likely to
offer tum. "They've been great but
it's the last hurrah. We're back in the
gymafterthis,” Giles explained.

"['ve got an important role to
playinthe subcontinent, soThaveto
be ready. I have to be fit and firing.
So, the next four weeks are impor-
tant preparation.”

England arrive in Pakistan on
October 26 for a tour that includes
three Tests and five one-day interna-
tionals. They also visit India in
February before hosting Sti Lanka
and Pakistan next summer.

Marcus Trescothick, the vice-
captain, said, "There's alot of cricket

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

Mumbaion Tuesday.

m Cricket

AFP, Mumbai

India's cricket chiefs brokered an
uneasy truce between captain
Souray Ganguly and coach Greg
Chappell on Tuesday, sternly warm-
ing both to mend their differences
for the sakeofthe national team.

Ganguly and Chappell agreed to
"work together" after appearing
separately before a high-powered
panel of the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) at a five-star
hotel here, anofficial said.

"Indian cricket has to move
forward and for that both the cap-
tain ‘and’ coach have to work
together and a professional working
relationship has to be maintained,”
BCCI president Ranbir Singh
Mahendratold reporters. |

“Both Chappell and Ganguly
have told the committee they will
- worktogether.

"There has obviously been some
miscommunication. Some of the

points raised by Chappell against
Ganguly about his fitness are far
from the truth," Mahendrasaid.

Both Chappell and Ganguly have
been barred by the BCCI from speak-
ingonthesubjectto the media.

Relations between the two soured
on the recent Zimbabwe tour and
culminated in the coach writing a
confidential e-mail to the BCCI saying
thecaptainwasunfittolead India.

The 2,334 word e-mail, which
was leaked to the media, spoke of
Chappell's distrust of Ganguly, the
country's most successful captain
with 21 Testwins -- seven more than
second-placed Mohammad
Azharuddin.

The BCCI panel included three
former captaing, Sunil Gavaskar, Ravi
Shastri and Srinivas Venkatarmghvan
besides Mahendra and his powerful
predecessor Jagmohan Dalmiya.

It was the same panel which
appointed Chappell, the former
Australian captain, as coach in June
for a two-year period till the 2007
World Cupin the Caribbean.,

Under Chappell, India lost two

PHOTOS: AFP

| MEN IN THE SPOTLIGHT: Indian captain Sourav Ganguly (L) and coach Greg Chappell arrive for the hearing in

Uneasy truce in India

Captain, coach agree to work together

one-day finals, against S Lanka in
Colombo and New Zealand' in
Harare in August, before routing a
weakened Zimbabwe 2-0 in the Test
series earlierthismonth..

India are scheduled to play Test
series against Sri Lanka, Pakistan,
England and the West Indies,
besides a minimum of 33 one-
dayers, in a gruelling eight-month
period fromlate October.

The national selectors, who had
appointed Ganguly captain only for
the Zimbabwe tour, will meet in
mid-October to select the skipper
for a seven-match one-day series
against Sri Lanka from October 25.

The crisis boiled over on Monday
when players and officials lined up
to take sides, forcing Mahendra to_
impose a gag order amid fears of
unbridgeable divisions in the

‘national team.

Mahendra wamed players of
"serious consequences” if theyaired
their views after off-spinner Har-
bhajan Singh announceéd the team
had "developed asensenfiqsumuiw

SEE PAGE 13 COL &

E¥§1 Cricket

REUTERS, Durban

Cricket has moved on from the dark
days of its betrayal by Hansie Cronje
and his deathin aplane crash.

South Africa, however, is still
gripped by the Cronje story, or so it
would seem from the interest gener-
ated by a new book on the former
South' African captain who was
banned from cricket in 2000 for his
match-fixing activitiesandwho died
twoyears later.

"The Hansie Cronje story: an
authorised biography”, by Garth
King, was published on July 22 and
quickly surged to the top of South
Africa'snon-fiction bestsellerlist.

In Cronje's hometown, Bloem-
fontein, where he remains a hero to
most, thebookreportedlyoutsold JK
Rowling's: "Harry Potter and the

Half-blood Prince” in the first week
ofitsrelease.

Unusually for a South African
book, and particularly a sportsbook,
some 12,000 copies were sold in the
monthafterpublication.

By the start of this week, more
than 17,000 had left the shelves. A
third printing of 8,000 copies -- half
ofthem in English, halfin Afrikaans -
-isonorder.

*When I arrived at my desk today
1 had another order for 300 copies
waiting,” Esme Britz of the Cape
Town-based publishers, Global
Creative Studios, told Reuters on
Monday.

"Every day we get inquiries from
the UK asking where they can buy
the book, butit's not available over-
seasyel.

"We're trying to get someone over
there to warehouse copies of the
book forusbeforewesellitthere,”

Britz said she had handed a copy

Cronje a bestseller

of the book to Brian Lara when the .
West Indies batting hero was in
South Africa two weeks ago to playin
benefitmatches forJacques Kallis.

Clearly, there is significant inter-
estin thissympathetic rayal ofa
fallen hero published by a company

in which Cronje's older brother,
Frans,isinvolved. AR

Cronje, lauded as a pillar of
Afrikaaner integrity and a borm-
again Christian, rocked the world of
cricket when he confessed to taking
cash from bookmakers to influence
the course of matches, He was
banned from thesport forlife.

The scandal also resulted in life
bans for former test captains Salim
Malik of Pakistan and Moh
Azharuddinofindia. %’

Cronje died when the plane he
was travelling in flew. into a moun-
tainside in bad weather near George,
some 350 km eastofCapeTown,

SEE PAGE 13.COL 6.
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