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nght to information in Bangladesh: Challenges and opportunities

SHAHEEN ANAM

IGHT to Information (RTI), is

now considered in many

couritries as a central devel-
opment theme and is emerging as
one of the most challenging issue in
Bangladesh. This challenge becomes
more explicit when access (o avail
information related to people's lives
is denied. Usually access to informa-
tion ig considered as a development
tool, however, many believe that it
should be recognized as a 'right’
sineeit [s related to almost all aspect
uquopl&sliu'esandwell being.

In Bangladesh, the poor become
more poor and disadvantaged
because of their lack of access to
information. Experience shows that
lack of required information results
in their| Mmghmmul which is
_perpetrated several genera-
ﬁ Woinen are dnub]y disadvan-

ﬁi because their option to access
in 1 nis further constraint due
to dleirintﬁl and political exclusion
andlackofmobility.

esh Constitution
Article.39 (2) of the Constitution
states that subject to any reasonable
restrietions imposed by law in the
interest of the security of the state,
friendly relations with foreign state,
g:;blin order, decency or morality or
telation o contempt of court,
defamation or incitement to an
offence, a) theright of every citizen to
freedom of speech and expression
and b} freedom of the press are guar-
anteed. The interpretation of this
Article is intended to inelude discus-
sion and dissemination
Although the Constitution does
not y mentions the right to
information in Commonwealth
countries such as India and Sri
Lanka, courts have read thisright into
the Constitutionally recognized right
1o freedom of speech and expression
-orfreedomofthought.

Official Secrets Act,1923
Official Secrets Act is operative in
almost every country of South Asia,
which were under British colonial
rules. These Laws were brought into
force to suit their agenda of preserv-
ing an oppressive regime. These have
been adopted by independent
nations for promoting vested politi-
calinterest.

In this Act sub-section 8 of section
2 has f[eﬂned put..';hibi:ed area in a

wide range limiting the areas for

::l?ecﬂngmformamn.g

Section 3 deals with disclosing

information against the state's inter-
est. The penalty provision uncder this
section does not provide nay scope
fordefending.

Section 4 states that only for pre-
sumption of giving information to
foreign agents, offense will be con-
sidered,

According to Section 5 any person
can be convicted only for the diselo-

sure of informatign possessed by
him. In pres tion is enough
to prove osure which can affect

the sovereignty, integrity, security
and the interest of the state, assist the
enemy of the state, degrade the
friendly refationwith the other states.

In most of the cases Government
interpret the terms 'enemy’, 'foreign
agent', 'security or interest' inits own
way and restricts the flow of neces-
sary information. Secrecy Act instead
of being used in the time of war or
emergency and for defense are being
used inaway thatit strikesatthe core
of the democratic right of the people.
In Banglaclesh, this Acthasbeen used
a5 an instrument to limit the growth
of independent and impartial jour-
nalism.

Government Servants (Con-

duct) Rules

Rule 19 of the Government Servant
(Conduct) Rules, 1979 says any
sitting government official can nat
disclose any information "to other
Ministries, Divisions or Departments
,ortonon-official persons or Press”®

EvidenceAct 1872

Restricting Articles of the Act are 123
and 124. Section 123 has put the
matterofgettingunpublished official
records on the permission of the
head of department.

"No one shall be permitted to give
any evidence derived from unpub-
lished official records relating to any
affairs of State except with the per-
mission of the officer at the head of
the department concerned, who
shall give or withhold such permis-
sion as he thinks fit." Head of the
department of the concerned office
can permit in providing information
but nothing to do on his denial. Even
the Court is bound to accept the
decisionofthe publicofficer.

Under Section 124, no public
officer shall be compelled to disclose
communications made to him in
official confidence when he consid-
ers that public interest would suffer
by the disclosure. There is no clear
definition of public interest, suffer-
ing. If a disclosure is against public
interest is to be decided by the con-
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28 September is being celebrated as International Right To Know Day, as declared by the International Freedom of Information
Advocates Network (FOIA Network). 2003 saw the celebration of the inaugural Rightto Know Day. Right to Know Day marks
the fact that people have a right to access information about the activities and decisions that affect their lives. Governments
need to be open to their citizens. Itis an opportunity for civil society organisations to gear up to a public awareness campaign
reflecting on the importance of the simple, but empowering, right to information.

cerned official and does not fall
within the court's jurisdiction.

According to Article 125, a civil
servant is exempted from court
orders for production of documents
or questioning with regard to infor-
mation but why privileges are
claimed, have to be explained to the
court

Rulesof Business 1996

The Rules of Business, 1996 Schedule
I has described the alloeation of
responsibilities of respective minis-
tries and departments/divisions.
According to The Rules of Business,
Ministry of Information is directed to
take initiatives for publicity of inter-
nal and external palicy. Moreoveritis
Information Ministry's resgonsihﬂlty
to build "coordination of publicity

publication. Right to information
includes both rights to know and
right to make know.

Proposed Rightto
InformationAct2002
Bangladesh Law Commission has
drafted the Right to Information Act
in2002. However, itisnot ready to be
considered as a Bill to be tabled in
Parliament. The most recent infor-
mation is that it is lying with the
Ministry of Information for further
review.

Features of the proposed Act
I) Government and Semi-
government offices are bound to
publish their documents to the

public. The publication should
containusefulandaccurate informa-

But in reality the proposed Act has
been made applicable subject to
certain provisions of the Official
SecrecyAct.

11) In the proposed Act, some rules
are added where the public authority
is not bound to give information by
showing the excuse of safety and
statesecurity;

I1I) The structure and power of the
information tribunal has been men-
tioned but without any specific time
limit. As a result one can easily be
harassed without decision for along
period of time.

VD) In Section B8, the aggrieved
personwho is denied access to infor-
mation is entitled to get Tk 5000/ as

compensation, which should be:

rationalized.

byinterpretingitaspublicinterest.
The Constitution of Nepal under
Article 16 recognizes the right to
information as a fundamental right
of the citizens and in Article 13,
freedom of press and publication has
alsobeen guaranteed asafundamen-
tal right. Common code of Nepal
enables any concerned party to
demand the duplicate copy from
case method of the court. The proce-
dure, payment of fees and time limit
isalso prescribed for this purpose.
InSri Lanka, Article14 (1) (a) of the
Constitution does not expressly
recognize the right to information. [t

simply guarantees every citizen the”

freedom of speech and expression
including publicationg But Sri
Lanka's Court has brought'the right
to information within the domain of
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The demand for Right to Information law will have to come from the people. The people must understand the need for
such a law, they must know how and why this law will improve their lives. The demand should be such that the

government will see the merit of recognising it as the need of the hour and take steps for its enactment.

activities of the different Minis-
tries/Divisions and Bangladesh
Missions abroad"(Schedule 1 of the
rules of Business 1975). The ministry
of Information has the major role for
"Preservation and Interpretation of
the policies and activities of the
Government of Bangladesh through
the medium of press” But this is not
inpractice.

ThePenal Code

Section 499 of this Code restricts
person to express their belief, expres-
sion by words (written/ spoken),
signs or by any other means he / she
has been defamed, entitles him/ her
to sue for defamation. This {5 a risk
especially for journalists to collect
and publishinformation.

Code of Criminal Procedure,
1898

With the help of section 99 A, the
government by official gazette can
forfeit any book, publication under
Press and Publication Act. This is a
threat to the freedom of press and

tion on important matters. Side by
side, in this Act the private authority
comes under the same process;

1) The definition of information
hasbeengiven insection2 (a);

1) In this Act, it is ensured that
public authority must be bound to
supply

information to the people and
theywill enjoy thisstatutoryright;

IV) In this Act, the process of
dccess to information has been
discussed in detail;

V) In the proposed Act, the
offences committed have been
divided into different categories and
have different penalties (compensa-
tion, fine, and imprisonment etc);

VI) The formation of Information
Tribunal and Appellate Information
Tribunal has been recommended. All
the disputes are to be settled as early
aspossible.

Loopholes of the Proposed

Rightto Information Act
I) It was expected thar this Act would
prevail over the Official Secrecy Act.

Rethlnkmg rural development

DR. DURGA P PAUDYAL

HE rural economy, including

agriculture, has remained the

mainstay in the countries of
Asia-Pacific region, in terms of both
contribution to the national GDP
and labour absorption. However,
despite being a priority agenda of
the national governments as well as
the main destination of interna-
tional aid donors over the past few
decades, the achievements of rural
development Ja.nr;1 poverty aﬂe:ia—
tion programmes have yet to make a
meaningful headway in several
countries, including Bangladesh. It
is indeed a matter of concern that
despite consistent high growth in
several countries in Asia and the
Pacific region, it still holds over 825
million people below povertyline,

In the 1970s, the concept of Inte-
grated Rural Development (IRD)
earned tremendous prominence
due to the bitter experience of the
failure of single sectoral approachin

( the 1960s, Several Asian countries
tinitiated rural development
! programmes of various kinds and
adopted various approaches in
planning and implementation. It
was realised that promotion and
success of such [RD programmes
can best be facilitated, at the
regional level, by exchangingexperi-
ences and knowledge among the
countries in the Asia-Pacific region.
Accordingly, CIRDAP was estab-
lished in 1979 as a regional, inter-
governmental and autonomous
institution at the initiative of the
Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAQ) of the United Nations. The
main objectives were set as to (i)
assist national action and promote
regional cooperation in the field of
IRD, (ii) actas aservicinginstitution,
(iii) encourage joint and collabora-
tive activities for its member coun-
tries; and (iv) promote poverty
alleviation measures in CIRDAP
Member Countries (CMCs) through
people's participation in the devel-
opment process.
= The IRD concept could not gain
the expected momentum, mainly
due to the poor performance by the
national governments and IRD
institutions. Hence, several new
players such as [/NGOs, micro-
ﬁ e institutions, civil societies
private consulting firms
emerged, in rural development (RD)
and povesty alleviation (PA) during
the successive decades. Sizable
donor resources were channelled
through the newactors, into the RD
anc PA efforts and activities. Indeed,
they]| done a good joh to gener-
ate eécorlomic opportunities at the

micr) Jevel and bring out several
souimepﬂmmic issues of common
congerm to the forefront. In Bangla-
deshfor le, the progressmade
by Gramee BRAC, ASA ete. in
generating sélf-émployment oppor-

tunities ‘to poor families, mainly
men, is simply a marvellous
achievement. However, their efforts
arenotalwayssequenced along with

( the respective government agencies

Qg

/IR

With the emergence of competent lmowledLe development and training institutions in
the private sector and their increasing use by the donors, the competence of the
government supported policy monitoring and knowledge development institutions
have further weakened. But the private sector has limitations to monitor public
policies, understand institutional problems and exertinfluence on policy development.
So, time has come to consider again, how the state institutions could be strengthened
to become more professional, transparent and socially responsive.

to play a complementary role, nor a
coordinating mechanism has been
developed at local, national and
donors' level to synergise the
achievements. Similarly, the core

issue of strengthening and ,

energising the government institu-
tions largely remained unattended
to. As a result, the capacity of the
state to address the importantissues
of broad based economic growth
and sustainable development has
further been weakened. Similarly,
the inter-governmental organisa-
tions like CIRDAP also have tostrug-
gle to find its niche of intervention
and compete with market-led insti-
tutions for resources and opportu-
nities,

In fact, the coverage of the
programme for agrarian_reform,
income genemtiun and “poverty
alleviation are in the rural areas,
covering landless, small and mar-
ginal farmers and vulnerable
groups; it is usually taken for
granted that the issues of rural
developmentare already addressed.
On the contrary, to make these
efforts participatory and sustain-
able, we need rural development,
which may include devolution of
power, development of inclusive
democratic institutions, capacity

‘building of the poor, social and

economic infrastructure develop-
ment, productivity development
and market linkages. Let us mention
some of the emerging issues af rural
development.

Mainstreaming rural develop-
ment [ssue: Over the last several
decades, rural development and
poverty alleviation have continued
to remain the main policy agenda,
and therefore the main recipient of
the annual budget as well as the
main destination of intemnational
support, in almost all countries of
Asia-Pacific region. In spite of the
sizable budget allocations, from
gavernments as well as donors, no
significant achievements have
appeared in reducing poverty, or
enhancing self-reliant capacity of
the countries to reduce poverty on
their own. The failure seems tobe on
thearticulation of the rural develop-
ment policies in the changing con-
text as well as developing and build-
ing capacity of local governance to
regulate, coordinate and sustain the
development process at the local
level. Increasingly, rural develop-
ment (RD) is interpreted and under-
stood as poverty alleviation (PA)
programmes and the existing insti-

tutional and policy framework of RD
is weakened by [/NGOs and donors
through their PA activities.

Widening gap: The present state
of development in the countries of
Asia-Pacific region reflects the
uneven socio-economic impact
across countries as well as between
the rural and urban areas. Impres-
sive gains have been achieved in
many countries, but these have not
Heen shared equitably by different
socio-economic groups or by geo-
graphic regions. Such diversity in
the development experience, both
among and within countries,
reflectsthat the poorand the vulner-
able groups particularly in the rural
areas have been receiving dispro-
Eurﬁanntely smaller shares of the

enefits of development while often
bearing the major burden of the
associated costs. This is evident in
higher incidence of poverty in the
rural areas and the growing rate of
rural-urban migration to seek eco-
nomicopportunities.

Sacio-cultural concern: There are
increasing evidences across the
countries that ethnic and indigenous
communities and tribal groups are
marginalised in the development
process. The Human Development
Report 2004 of UNDP has
emphasised on this issue with hard
facts and glaring examples. Similarly,
the issues and concerns of women,
children and elderly citizens are well
documented but not adequately
addressed. Hence, there is a need (o
gobeyond the economic perspective,
to take explicit account of the socio-
cultural concemns and focus more on
poverty at the grassroots level. It is
seen in a number of countries that
unequal distribution of resources,
opportunities and participation

across communities and geographic
regions lead to social tension and
conflict, which is a threat to national
and international security.

Policy development: The RD amd
PA programmes are implemented by
several agencies of government,
donors, I/NGOs civil societies and
private sectors. Hence, there is a
problem of holistic understanding of
achievements and issues of multi-
sectoral policies. Moreaver, with the
emergence of competent knowledge
development and training institu-
tions in the private sector and their
increasing use by the donors, the
competence of the government
supported policy monitoring and
knowledge development institutions
have further weakened. But the
an rivate sector has limitations to

nitor public policies, understand
institutional problems and exert
influence on policy development. So,
time hascome to consider again, how
the state institutions could be
strengthened to become more pro-
fessional, transparent and socially
responsive. For example, the Bangla-
desh Academy for Rural Develop-
ment (BARD), Comilla could be
developed as a focal point for knowl-
edge generation for policy develop-
ment and training for RD functionar-
iesfor policy implementation.

CIRDAP effort: Over the past 26
years, CIRDAP has been working in
CMCs of Asia-Pacific region in the
areas of research, focussing on
understanding the dynamics of rural
development process; training for
capacity building and human
resource development; pilot testing
of rural development models and
development of information tech-

§ nology, publication and dissemina-

‘tion of knowledge. Till iiow CIRDAP
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Status of Right to Informa-
tion in some neighboring
and C'wealth countries '
Many Commonwealth countries
have that make it an offence to
destroy, conceal, erase, alter or falsify
records and contain penalty provi-
sions for these actions. Most access
laws cover information contained in
a variety of media using technologi-
cal innovations for creating and
storinginformation.

India has passed the Right to
Information Bill in June 2004. Their
legislation is being treated as radical
measures containing clear rights for
those requesting information and
strong enforcement mechanism.
Under the Indian Act information
concerning the life, liberty of a per-
son, is required to be provided within
48 hours, and other information is to
be provided within 30 days. Imple-
mentation mechanism has not been
mentioned clearly in the Act. Public
interest has been defined broacly, so
there is scope to conceal information

has implemented 289 projects, of
which B0 are research, 38 are pilot
projects, 134 are training and 37 are
ICD projects. These projects cover
several areas such as poverty allevia-
tion, gender, institutional and
infrastructural development, agrar-
ian development, participatory
approaches, GO-NGO collaboration,
local resource mobilisation, miero-
credit, GIS, M&E mechanism, envi-
ronment and natural resource devel-
opmentandfood security.

CIRDAP is a inter-governmental
organisation having three policylevel
bodies represented by the top offi-
cials and policy makers of mural
development in CMCs. The Technical
Committee (TC), which is a profes-
sional body of CIRDAR is represented
by the heads of CIRDAP Link Institu-
tions, which are the national level
rural development institutions or
departments. The Executive Com-
mittee (EC), which provides policy
guidelines, is represented by the
Secretariesiof the Ministries related
to RD, and the Governing Council
(GC), repre§ented by the Ministers in
charge uiLr;l:ral development in
CMCs, to provide the political leacler-
ship in voicing the agenda of rural
development and poverty alleviation
at national and regional level; The
organisation is aiming at expanding
the role of these policy bodies to be
an important regional forum for
experience  exchange, policy dia-
logueand regional cooperationin RD
and PAinitiatives.

As the RD and PA policies and
programmes are multi-sectoral and
cross-cutting in nature, lack of holis-
tic understanding of achievements
and issues for policy development
has beena matter of concern. Hence,
the organisation is proposing to
develop a comprehensive mecha-
nism for knowledge generation,
policy coordination and political
support at national and regional
level. Accordingly, it is proposing its
Link Institutions to be designated as
the focal institution for knowledge
development of the progress and
issues of RD and PA policies and the
achievements of MDGs at the
national level. This knowledge will be
reviewed by the National Coordina-
tion Committee (NCC) to be chaired
by the Secretary of Ministry relatin
to RD and will be represented by al
relevantagencies.

The next Executive Committee
and Governing Council meetings of
CIRDAP are going to be held in
Dhaka from 29 September to 3
October 2005. These meetings will
be participated by the secretarics
and ministers of CMCs, who are in
charge of rural development, and a
number of observers from interna-
tional donor agencies. Itis expected
that during the meetings, a number
of far-reaching policy proposals will
be discussed and endorsed to make
the organisation a dynamic servic-
ing centre for RD and PA at the
regional level.

Dr. Paudyal is the Director General of CIRDAP,
Dhaka. Email: dgcirdap@cirdap.org

Constitution.

In Pakistan, Article 19 the Consti-
tution says that every citizen shall
have the right to freedom of speech
and expression, and there shall be
freedom of the press, subject to any
reasonable restrictions imposed by
lawintheinterestoftheglory of [slam
or the integrity, security or defense of
Pakistan or any part thereof, friendly
relations with foreign states, public
order, decency or morality, or in
relation to contempt of court, com-
mission of or incitement to an
offence. Pakistan Court has taken the
same approach as Sri Lanka bringing
the right to information within the
purviewofFreedomof Expression.

Access to Information: A
synopsisof Bangladesh Case
Executive

Government officers deny providing
information showing the reason of
the Official Secrets Act even fo a
person directly related to the con-
cermed information. According (o
this Act (section 5) any person can be
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convicted for the disclosure of infor-
mation possessed by him.

The present rules and regulations
prohibits government officials (o
disclose any information. There is
alsono other provision that obligates
government official to specify their
act and actions even it is said to be
directed towards the interest of
citizens.

Itisalsoseen thatlackofcoordina-
tion between different line ministries
‘causes problems inavailing informa-
tion and meeting deadlines. Some-
times secrecy is maintained insucha
restrictive manner that duty bearer
themselves remain in the dark
regarding the information they are
supposedio know.

Similar statements are equally
applicable in non-government
sector, One can see the reflection of
Government secrecy culture in non-
government's attitude and actions. [t
would not be exaggerated to define
non-government attitude as the
mirrorofgovernment attitude.
Judiciary
Judiciary can play a significant role to
establish access to information as a
"right". Recently uponawrit petition
Court has directed the EC (Election
Commission) to provide eight kind of
information regarding property,
criminal charges and educational
background of election candidates.
By giving this judgment court has
E“ttm.n that people have the right to

ow as a voter the profile of an
election candidate. This judgment is
a step forward in people's right to
know and moving towards a more
transparent election process. Judi-
ciary Is in a favorable position to
create precedence by giving clear
direction to the concerned authority
of the state, which may bring a posi-
tive change inaccessinginformation.

Legislative
In Bangladesh, though a parliamen-
tary form of government exists,
lawmakers rarely play their due role.
Lawmakers are supposed to develop
lnws in m:cordance to publicopinion,
interest, and will of the people. Law-
makers are notsufficiently aware that
people have a right to know and do
not recognize this as a right. Their
debate in the parliament or com-
ment out side the parliament mrely
reflects this issue. This statement is
more relevant in case of preparing
the national budget. The allocation of
budget does not often reflect the
expectation and demand of the
COmmunity.

The media can play a pivotal role

in influencing nmi promoting trans-
parency in the way three organs of
state operate. It can bring to public
attention the hundreds of examples
of misuse of power; lack of transpar-
ency and bad governance that affect
peopleslives everyday,

Here it should be mentioned that
media's attention should not anly be
directed at publicoffices. [tisthe duty
of the media to highlight such prob-
lems in the private sector that
includes business, NGOs etc. The
recent campaign against food adul-
teration is a good example where the
government is taking positive steps
to prevent food adulteration and the
mediais givingitwide coverage.

Although Right to Information is
not yet ed as a Fundamental
Right, there is enough evidence to
believe that it has implication on
everyaspectof people'slives and well
being. It is all the more important in
Bangladesh where violations occur
easily and common people become
vilnerable to the failings of the state
and forces of vested interestgroups.

The demand for Right to Informa-
tion law will have to come from the
people. The peaple must understand
the need for such a law; they must
know how and why this law will
improve their lives. The demand
should be such that the government
will see the merit of recognising it as
the need of the hourand take steps for
its enactment. Examples of other
countries show that a strong peoples
movement was the primary force
behind the final enactmentofthe law:

The gender aspect of Right to
Information should not be ignored.
Women face added constraint to
access information due to their exclu-
sion in decision making both in pri-
vate and public sphere. A special
attempt should be made to ensure
that women are represented in the
drafting of such a law and also in its
implementationand monitoring.

Itis equally impaortant that Right to
Information law should not be
restricted to public and government
institutions. Private organizations,
NGOs, business ete. should be held
accountable and abide by the same
standards ofdisclosure.

Lastly, a law is only useful to the
extent that it is used and imple-
mented. [tis critical that some mech-
anism is developed that will enable
proper implementation and moni-
toringofthelaw onceitisenacted.

The author is tha Team leader of Manusher Janno,
an NGO supporting Human Rights and Good
Govemnance.

Economy and rehgloué
fanaticism

ANAM A CHOUDHURY

RE there no leaders in our
country who can unite the
divided sections of people
and courageously counter the
mounting assaults on our hard
earned democracy? In spite of so
many unanswered questions and
unresolved contradictions, none is
greater than the people's self-
evident longing for democracy. A
nation founded on principles of
demacracy and secularism faces a
challenge by religious fanatics, Most
people are living in fear that terror-
ists have been actively preparing to
lay another deadly game with the
ves of the innocent. Countrywide
bombing on 17th August really
traumatised and stupefied all men,
women and children of the country.
May be it was just a trial run and
some deadly attacks are in the pipe-
line. Terrorism is rising because it
can. Terrorists are now-a-days
getting deadly explosives easily,
travel and communicate more easily
and transmit their messages out
very quickly than ever before.

Most political analysts reckon
that these extremists are capitalis-
ing on the deep rooted antagonism
between our two major political
parties, Hatred between the main
opposition Awami League and the
BNP continues to fester. When
London underground was
bombed and more than fifty inno-
cent people lost their lives, main
opposition leaders of both Conser-
vative and Liberal Democratic
Party dashed to the 10 Downing
Street and pledged their all-out
help and cooperation to the Prime
Minister Tony Blair to [ace this
tragedy with courage and forti-
tude, Strangely enough, in Bangla-
desh when 63 districts were
bombed almost simultaneously,
leaders of the Awami League called
for a nationwide hartal in protest.
Perhaps Sheikh Hasina could not
conceal the deep resentment she
feltatthe wayshe had been treated
by this government when she
herself narrowly escaped death
and many of the Awami League's
prominent leaders were brutally
murdered by similar bombs and
grenade attacks. People might
think I'm a bit naive to compare
British political culture with that
of Bangladesh, but T think political
parties must maintain some sort of
decency when nation's security
and integrity is at stake. Leaders of
our country need not look beyond
Afghanistan to comprehend what
happened when narrow minded
leaders engaged in such politics of
LErrorisim.

In Turkey, the army intervened
in civilian politics three times in
the past 30 years -- in 1960, 1971
and 1980 -- to restore order and the
democratic process when they
seemed to be thredtened by

extremists, These militants must
come to terms with the truth that
those who use religious fanaticism
as a self-proclaimed argument for
stability leave a legacy far more
volatile than the condition they
seek to cure, Civilian institutions
that could lay the foundations of
genuine grassroots democracy can
never be fully developed by perus-
ing the politics of parochialism.
Unfortunately politics of our
country is increasingly resembling
a game of football without any
rules or referee. In Bangladesh
democracy means election and
winning the election by majority
only. Most parties are controlled
by powerful political leaders who
are less concerned to develop
practical policies than fo win the
election and, so the policies that
m"”:;—
Most prormrIent political
annalists think there may
be great many pitfalls of
our intelligence agencies.
Otherwise, how they could
have remained so blind on
that terrible morning? Now
they must act with unified
sense of urgency and
launch preemptive strikes
on the terrorists' hide-
outs if necessary. Gover-
nment should explicitly
adopt a zero tolerance
strategy to deal with this

new reality.

are put before the electorate are
polarised. With a view to winning
election, political parties engineer
different tactics to secure electoral
support. Policies geared to short-
term electoral consideration

‘involves a disturbing political

business cycle that inhibits the
development of the sound long-
term economic policies. Paradoxi-
cally, newly elected government
always try to reverse the policies of
a previous government. This pre-
vents the long term policy stability
that is vital for economic growth
while also contributing to the kind
of public disillusionment with the
politicians that leads to ungovern-
ability.

In the countries of the South
East Asia, it is the middle classes
that are most often the wellsprings
of national development and,
indeed of a nation's moral and

political fibre. Ironically, in Ban-

gladesh, uespite the emergence ot

an educated middle class and
development of a sizeable indus-
trial base, its politics still revolve
around religious issues, especially
at the time of electioneering.
Politicians seem unable or unwill-
ing to accept that their callous
manipulations are setting the
stage for what could be the
nation's worst conflagration. We
cannot afford the [uxury of permit-
ting the display of pernicious
ideology of extremism and intoler-
ance in our gociety. The so called
fundamentalism {5 undermining
the country. It is depriving us of
our dignity. If such practice of
bombing rampage continues
international community may
isolate Bangladesh and put this
country in virtual economic quar-
antine.

Bangladesh largely depends on
foreign aid and investment. In
pursuit of economic policies
designed to attract foreign aid and
investment, first the government
miust try to sharpen up efficiency,
increase productivity and raise
profitability of the existing indus-
tries and all these efforts can only
succeed if accompanied by strict
measures to contain the religious
extremism and consequential
social unrest. There is a real con-
cern about national security.

Most prominent political annal-
ists think there may be great many
pitfalls of our intelligence agencies.
Otherwise, how they could have
remained so blind on that terrible
morning? Now they must act with
unified sense of urgency and launch
preemptive strikes on the terrorists’
hide-outs if necessary. Government
should explicitly adopt a zero toler-
ance strategy to deal with this new
reality. If, however, antisocial behav-
iourgoes undetected or unpunished
and if people around us flouting the
rules and getting away with it, then
others will learn that the rules and
customs are not to be taken seri-
ously, in which case people almost
certainly go on disregarding them.
Indeed in a society where law break-
ers routinely go undetected or
unpunished, the law-abiding may
eventually feel that their ideas of
right and wrong are being under-
mined. Government should send
clear massage to the terrorists that
they can run but ean't hide, they will
be hunted down and punished
severely. Government should get
tough on crime an the

crime. The Prime " £

speech on 8th Septéember in Pariin-
ment assured the co that
the government would the

perpetrators of the blasts and bring
them to book by deploying all its
might and resources. We will be
blissfully happyifshe lives up to her
promise.
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