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Two YEQRS AFTER RAJNAGAR MULTIPLE_ MURDERS
Accused moving freely,
threaten victims' families

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylher

None of the 31 accused in
Kashimpur miirder case has been
arrested, two years after the inci-
dent.

Four murders were committed
on September 28, 2003 in Rajnagar
upazila in Habiganj district and the
lone eyewitness to the gruesome
incident was picked up from his
houseandkilled on the night of April
this year, allegedly by the accused.

All the accused are moving freely
inthe area brandishing firearms and
threatening the victims' families to
withdraw the case, itwas alleged ata
press conference held at Sylhet Press
Club on Sunday;

Police are not arresting the
accused as they are influential and
known to be men of a local ruling
party lawmaker, Rani Begum,
daughter of the slain witness Aina

Miah alleged. Family members of
other victims were also present at
the press conference.

In her written statement, Rani
Begum said an organised gang of
miscreants shot dead four members
of a family when an arbitration
meeting was going on at Kashimpur
village in Rajnagar upazila on
September 28, 2003. The victims
wee Lulu Miah, 28, his brother Farid
Miah, 22, Ripon Miah, 18 and Faisal,
10

Immediately after the murders, a
casewaslodged with Rajnagar thana
accusing 31 people including Haji
Alkas Miah. But none has been
arrested yet.

Rather, family members of the
victims are being harassed by police
following filing of a number of false
cases by the killers and their people,
she alleged. The autopsy report was
also tempered to save the killers, she

claimed. The killers, backed by
powerful quarters enjoying political
clout, are threatening the family
membersofthe victims, she alleged.

"My father Aina Miah was the
lone eye witness to the four murders.
As he was assisting the victims'
families, a gang picked up him from
our house in neighbouring
Rashidpur village on the night of
April 24 thisyear”, Rani Begum said.

The body with multiple marks of
injury was recovered from Kushiyara
river twodayslater.

Rani Begum said she filed a case
on April 27 but Rajnagar police
failed to arrest any of the accused in
the two cases.

"We apprehend further attack on
us", herwritten statement said.

The family members demanded
immediate arrest of the killers to
savethevictims' families.

PHOTT: STAR

Chhatra League, students wing of opposition Awami League, brought out a procession in Barisal city on Monday
protesting recentrecruitment of Chhatra Dal and Ismali Chhatra Shibitactivists as election officials.

RIVALRY FOR PARTY TICKET IN NEXT POLLS

Zia Parishad conice foiled by
BNP faction in Jessore

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Jessone

e
A conference of Zia Parishad at
Monirampur was foiled on Monday
following an attack by a rival fac-
tionof BNE

At least 27 people including
Kazi Kamal, member secretary of
Khulna Division Zia Parishad; its
Jessore unit secretary, Jessore town
BNP president and editor of local
daily Amar Jamin Prof Abdur
Razdaque, its publisher Dr.
Mesbaur Rahman and photo
journalist Jainta Bosu were
injured.

The attack was the result of
intra-party rivalry for nomination
in Monirampur constituency in
the next parliamentary election.

The attackers allegedly looted

the photojournalist's digital cam-
era and other valuables and dam-
aged his motorcycle.

Zia Parishad leaders said the
attackers belonging a rival group
of BNP also beat local journalist
Jahangir Alam and 22 leaders and
activists of Zia Parishad. The vic-
tims include Kazi Kamal, Jainta
Horu, Abdul Jalil and Ripon. Three
of the injured were admitted to
Jessore Sadar Hospital.

The attackers also kept Dr.
Mesbaur Rahman and Prof Abdur
Razzaque confined to the confer-
ence room. Later, police rescued
them.

Mesbaur Rahman blame
Monirampur Pourashava
Chairman and BNP leader
Shaheed Igbal for the attack.

Leaders of Jessore Zia Parishad
at a press conference held at
Jessore Press Club yesterday
demanded immediate arrest of the
attackers, return of the looted
goods and compensation for the
damages.

In a written statement, Dr.
Mesbaur Rahman said he and
other Zia Parishad leaders went to
Monirampur following a green
signal from the party high com-
mand. Local BNP leader Shaheed
Iqbal deliberately made the attack
to that they can not do any party
activityin thearea, healleged.

Party sources said both Dr.
Mesbaur Rahman, hailing from
Jessore Sadar and Shaheed Igbal
are aspirants for BNP ticket in the
next parliamentary polls.
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JMB threatens
to bomb
Patuakhali
Govt College

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

. ——

_Pamakhnlt Government College has

been threatened of bomb attack by
Jamaatul Mujahideen (JMB) unless
coeducation is stopped.

It's principal Quazi Shamsul
Islam on Monday received a postal
letter in the name of the Islamist
outfit.

The letter addressed to the prin-
cipal began with some Arabic words
reading Bismillah Hir Rahmaner
Rahim. The rest of it was written in
Bangla which said: Free mixing of
boysand girls does not mean acquir-
ing knowledge. Your college will be
bombed soon.

The principalshowed the letter to
newsmen at his office yesterday and
filed a general diary (GD) with the
Sadar thana.

Police have been deployed on the
CAMpUS.

AL leader
murdered
in Kushtia

Our CORRESPONDENT, Kuushtia

An Awami League leader was hacked
and killed allegedly by BNP men at
Boaliavillage in Daulatpur upazilain
Kushtia Monday night.

According to a case filed with
Daulatpur thana, Muktar Hossain,
60, a leader of Boalia union AL, was
hacked bya group of BNP menled by
Nazmul when he was returning
home from market at about 9 pm
Monday.

They left him taking him to be
dead. Passers-by took him to the
local health complex and then to
Kushtia General Hospital where he
died atabout 12 midnight.

Local AL has demanded arrest of
Nazmul and his alleged godfathers

- Momtaz Seikh and Awlad Hossain,

masterminds of the murder.

AL leaders alleged that the killers
could not be arrested due to interfer-
ence by thelocal lawmaker.

Police said the killing was a
sequel to rivalry for establishing
supremacyinthearea.

Netrakona AL
leaders bury
differences

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

Netrakona Awami League leaders
have closed ranks after four years of
internal feud and are taking up
programmes jointly,

The feuding factions led by for-
mer MP Fazlur Rahaman Khan and
Shamsujjuha, president of newly
formed district committee, have
buried their differences following
therecent visit of party central secre-
tary Abdul Jalil ME, party sources told
this correspondent. They had fallen
apart over party nomination in the
2001 parliamentary polls.

The two groups took out proces-
sions joindy in the town during the
September 21 countrywide hartal
and are observing party
programmes together since then.

Talking to this correspondent,
Fazlur Rahaman Khan said we are
holding joint programmes in the
district to intensify the on-going
anti-government agitation.

Shamsujjuha said, "There are no
conflict in Netrakona AL We will run
our anti-government movement
seriously”.
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PHOTO: STAR

Businessmen formedahuman chainin Chittagong city yesterday demanding withdrawal of VAT on refail sale of goods.

RU quota for indigenous
students demanded

Call to form body to look into their problems

RU CORRESPONDENT

-

Indigenous leaders at a function
here on Monday called upon the
government to form a committee to
look into problems of indigenous
students including those of Saontal
community at different educational
institutionsin the country.

They said literacy among the
indigenous people is poor as they
face alleged discrimination in edu-
cational institutions, particularly in
primaryand high schools,

They also demanded a quota for
indigenous students at Rajshahi
University.

The function was arranged in
Rajshahi city to award prizes and
stipends among Saontal students at
Rajshahi University with bright
academicperformance.

Adivasi Unnyon Sangstha (AUS)
and Saontal Students Union (SASU)
jointly organisaed the programme.

AUS Executive Director Bhavagat
Tudu was the chief guest at the
function, also attended by advocate
Michael Saran, Bhaga upazila AUS
representative Surzo Hambron,
indigenous leader Ranjit Saran and
AUS leader Tanvir. SASU president
Trimuki Hambronwasin the chair,

The spéakers also demanded of

the government to enact laws to
protect rights of the indigenous
people and their traditional culture
andlanguage.

They alleged that many indige-
nous children leave Bangalee
schools as they do not get opportu-
nity equal to Bangalees.

AUS and SASU distributed Tk
10,000 and books among the 20 RU
students for theireducation.

The function was marked with a
freshers’ reception and a cultural
programme where Santal students
presented drama, songs and group
songsdepicting their culture.

One abducted

for ransom
in Kushtia
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kuushtia

Criminals abducted a fish trader
from Deripara village in Kushtia
Sadar upazila Monday night and
demanded Tk one lakhransom.

The victim's family and police
said a gang stormed into Sudhir's
house and called his son Dilip, 38,

When Dilip came out, the gang
picked him up at gunpoint and later
demanded payment of Tk one lakh
within two days for his release.

The gang also warned that if the
money is not paid or police is
informed, they would kill Dilip,
family members said.

When contacted yesterday after-
noon, police at Kushtia Islamic
University said they came to
about the incident and launched &
drive to rescue the victim. But a case
wasyetto befiled, theysaid.

Family sources said they were
trying to rescue Dilip through nego-
tiationwith the abductors.

Businessman
stabbed,
robbed of
Tk 5.5 lakh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Armed miscreants stabbed a busi-
nessman and took away Tk 5.5 lakh
from him on Sylhet-Salutikor road
on the outskirts of the city Saturday
night.

Seven people wearing black
masks waylaid Mohammad Hossain
Sweet, a stone trader, when he was
returning home from the Bholaganj
stone quarry in an auto-rickshaw at
about8:30pm.

They stopped the vehicle near
Chhalia village and took away the
money at gunpoint. They also
stabbed him. Hossain was admitted
to Sylhet MAG QOsmani Medical
College Hospital.

A case was filed in the Sylhet
Kotwali police station, Nobody was
arrested till filing of this repart.

College girl
found dead

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Dashmina police on Friday recov-
ered the body of a college girl froma
canalnear Dashmina High School.

The victim is Tania, daughter of
AbuNoman and astudent of class X1
of Dashmina Degree College.

Police sources said, Tania was
missing since September 20 when

she was on way home from her |

college.

Paolice arreﬂ}g[gne person,
Miraj,30, onsuspiciofl. =

Thecollege students brought out
a protest procession in the upazila
headquarters on Saturday. Theyalso
boycotted their classes demanding
exemplary punishment to the kill-
ers.

2 brothers drown
as trawler sinks

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Two minor brothers drowned and five
others went missing asan overcrowded
trawler capsized in the Bura Gouranga
near Patua village in Kalapam upazila
onMonday:.

Therecovered bodieswereidentified
asBikash, 7,and Dipanker, 5.

Local peoplesaid, the trawler having
a capacity of 40 passengers sailed for
Patua from Machua Khali with 80 pas-
sengers on boand When it reached at a
place near Patua, suddenlyitwas caught
byastorm and capsized.

Local people salvaged the rawler.

Jhowdanga culprits

yet to be arrested

Preparations for Durga Puja,
rites at temples still stopped

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Police could not arrest any of the
miscreants who attacked a Hindu
temple at Jhowdanga in the Sadar
upazila on September 4 and threat-
ened a priest (o stop religious activi-
ties there,

‘Since then, all religious rituals
and preparations for the Durga Puja
are now stopped at four temples in
thearea.

Thedecision to suspend religious
activities was announced at a press
conference held at Satkhira
Reporters Club after the September
4 incident. The press conference was
addressed by general secretary of
Jhowdanga Crematorium
Committee Biswanath Ghosh. In a
written statement at the press con-
ference, he alleged that some vested
quarters were (rying to occupy lands
of the century-old crematorium at
Jhowdanga, They are threatening
the Hindu community not to wor-
shipatthetemples.

"A group of miscreants led by
Riaz Uddin entered into the temple
at Jhhowdanga Crematorium and
assaulted priest Ashoke Kumar
Mukherjee on September 4", he had
said.

He also said that the Satkhira
Deputy commissioner and the
Police Superintendent were
informed ofthe incident.

Yesterday, the Sadar thana offi-
cer-in-charge called priests and
Hindu community leaders of
JThowdanga and sought time to arrest
the miscreants. He also assured
them security during Durga Puja,
sourcessaid.

Those who met the OC inlcuded
Satkhira district Puja Udjapan
Parishad president Monoranjan
Ghash, its general secretary Mongal
Kumar Pal, Pranab Ghosh Bablu,
Tapan Kumar Saha, Anit Mukherjee,
Dhiru Banetjee, Asim Chakravarty,
Milon Kumar Ghosh and Subh.a.s
Ghosh.

e Diploma-to- Degree courses

+ Small classes and affordable fees

s Excellent English tuition

Study in Australia and fast track @0 d
your studies and your career

QOver 250 courses in Accounting, Business, Marketing,
Design and Multimedia, Hairdressing, Engineering
Hospitality Management, Tourism, International Hotel Management,
Information Technology, and Telecommunications

e Practical training and hi-tech faciliies %
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Interviews and on-the-spot assessment with TAFE NSW Advisors Kl
A$100 registration fee walved on the day A
Please bring original documents- passport, academic transcripts, IELTS =

Global Reach
3rd floor, BSL Office Complex,

Tel : 02 935 7909, 967 3533
Email: dhaka@globalreachbd.com

F & S Multimedia Consultants
2/C Purana Paltan Shawan Tower
Dhaka

Tel; 02 747 1813

uEmH‘. infofasbd@yahoo.com

Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, 1 Minto Road, Dhaka

SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER 2005

Vantage International EducationCentre
9/2, Kabi Jashimuddin Road (1st.Floor)
North Kamalapur, Dhaka

Tel; 02 831 5524, 711 8705

Email; suvavice@aiflbd.net

For an appointment contact our Dhaka representatives
THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2005 :

Zass Computer International

95, New Elephant Road,

City Supermarket (2nd Floor), Dhaka

Tel: 02 862 4340 =

Email: zass@bdcom.com
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