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Exchibition

Syed Jahangir and his
pulsating gold and blue

Fishing at night
Fayza HAQ

YED Jahangir, who has been

painting now for 55 years, is

holding his solo at Saju art
gallery. So far, in all, he has painted
9000 oils, watercolours and mixed
medias.

Asked if the exhibit brings in new
themes ortechniques, Jahangirsays,
"Itis the Mati-o-manush theme that
I've painted for five years. I find'it
fascinating to use the same ultrama-
rine and gold, the yellow represent-
ing the earth, the blue the sky and
rivers of Bangladesh. Yellow ochre
and' cadmium yellow have been
used profusely to recall the harvest-
ing time and its festivals. The gypsy
and sail boats have been included. I
have alsobrought in ink drawings
and thin acrylic work done with
water, which have an element of

marked opaqueness. The drawings
depict boats, flying birds, resting
women and gathering of people.
Theinkismerged with the paper.”
"I've been using a palette knife
for the Iast 10 years. I find this com-
fortable. Now I do the contours and
lines with the knife. I've also used
rubber rollers for special effect on
the pigment. I've tried to bring in a
touch of Van Gogh though the lines
have been applied faster. 1 find it
convenient to express my feelings
withapaletteknife," he adds.

When he did paintings like
fishing in the moonlight, he
brought in childhood memories of
the village, One of the pictures has
been inspired by a grand niece who
was playing with his equipment,
colours and papers. Very often he
has brought in the moon, and in
Sunny Day there's both the sun and

Syed Jahangir with one of his works

the moon on one canvas. All
throughout he has presented man
coexisting withnature,

Asked how he felt about his
work, Jahangir says, " I'm satisfied
with the 60 works. I've worked with
each painting for a fairly long time.
Some paintings finished in two
days and others in a week. I some-
times worked for a few days at
some, and at times for days
together, from morning till night.
Most of the work has beendone in
the last two years."

He does not make any sketches
beforehand. He paints as his emo-
tions take him, after meditating
before the canvas for five minutes.
"In my travels in Zimbabwe, 1
came across sculptors who sat
before their work, planning out
how the stone pieces would take
shape. Inmy case too | putin some

lines and. forms and see how the
painting progresses. | work along
as my feelings develop," he
explains.

Jahangir's teachers had been
Zainul Abedin, Shafiuddin Ahmed
and Quamrul Hassan, when he
joined the Art College in 1950.
They taught him the European
academic way of painting. " Itiwas
like learning classical musi
sing any genre of music later:
comments Jahangir’He then went
overseas and studied the paintings
in the museums there in UK,
Europe and USA. " While I was
interested in the works of Van
Gogh, Kandinsky and Picasso I felt
that my paintings should bring
images from my own country," he
adds.

Among his many awards is the
Ekushey Padakin 1985.

Taking folk music-to schools

A baul performance at a local schoaol

Ayearlong projectundertaken by the
Palli Baul Samaj Unnayan Sangstha
(PBSUS) to introduce our traditional
folk genre, legendary bards and
instruments amongst the young
generation, comes to an end this
month. As part of the programme
PBSUS selected different schools all
across the country, says a press
release,

Recently, PBSUS went to different
schools at Dhaka, Narshingdi and
Manikganj districts with 52 CDs of
folk songs of the legendary bards like

Lalon Shah, Hason Raja, Radha
Raman, Bijoy Sarcar and others.
Moreover, traditional folk
instruments were also introduced to
the school children.

Ferdausi Najma, chairperson of
PBSUS, said, "We believe that our
rich tradition will be lost unless we
promote awareness: of folk music
among the younger generation. That
is why PBSUS with the patronage of
the US Embassy has taken the
initiative to promote traditional folk

music at the school level.”

Korean film festival
in Chittagong

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

A four-day Korean Film Festival-
2005 began in the port city on
Monday last.

The Chittagong Film Centre
(CFC) has organised the festival
of Korean films for the first time
in Bangladesh in cooperation
with the Association of Korean
Investors in the Chittagong
Export Processing Zone, The aim
is 1o give the film lovers of the
country an opportunity to get a
glimpse of the Korean film cul-
ture.

Noted social scientist Profes-
sorAnupam Sen inaugurated the
show at the auditorium of Thea-
tre Institute of Chittagong (TIC).

The organisers at a briefing on
Sunday said eight contemporary
Korean movies that have earned
global accolades and several
prizes were screened in the festi-

val beginning with the film The
Way Home on the first day.

The seven other films, to be
shown at Studio Theatre, are:
Memaories of Murder, Feather in the
Wind, Old Boy, The Painting Mas-
ter, Southern Army Battalion, The
Quiet Familyand Spring, Summer,
Fall, Winter.. AndSpring.

"Bangladesh has had a won-
derful relationghip with Korea for
quite a long periody This festival
may be another landmark for
cultural understanding between
the two friendly countries,” the
organisers said at the briefing at
Chittagong Press Club.

Debashish Roy, convenor of
media and publicity of the festi-
val, read out a statement. Festival
chairman Bidhan Barua, director
Saibal Chowdhury and Mizanur
Rahman Saikat were also present
among others.

The Daily Star managed to catch renowned

designer Bibi Russell just before she set off on a
week-long trip to rural Bangladesh. Living and
working alongside the villz agers, she says, always
unleashes her creative energies.

To Bibi goes the credit of pmpagaimg the slo-
gans 'Fashion for Development' and "Positive
Bangladesh'. Through her organisation Bibi
Productions, she reaches out to around 35,000
weavers, crafts people and tailors, Her untiring
efforts have improved the economic conditions
of this segment. Also remarkableis Bibi's unflag-

. ging work to showcase the skills of indigenous

weavers through her fashion shows in Bangla-
desh, India, Europe, North America and Africa.

Here is a glimpse of a telephonic conversation with
Bibi: .

Whatisyourgreatestregret?

lam not a negative person. However I.am sad that I
am still at the first step of the ladder in spreading auxire-
ness abour Bangladesh's beautiful crafts. I strongly
believe that there should be more support to crafts pea-
plein Bangladesh,

Whatisyourmostembarrassing moment?

None so far. I don't go anywhere that will prove
embarrassing, I gowhere I can relax and I greatly enjoy
my work.

Whatis the wildest thing you have everdone?

I'can'tsay. Yes, peaple often say thatwhat Iamdoing is

wild.

Whatare your musical favourites?

Musicis a partofmy life and Treallyloveit. Ilistenito
classical, Tagore, folk and old songs. For instance I like
Bangia songs of SD Burman, Hemanta Mukhopadhyay
and KL Saigal. I also go for western and Indian music
along with Lalon. lam not thatenamoured by modarn
songs. Musicgives me calmness and a spiritualenergy.

Whois your role model?

My late father, ShiduMia, was a great inspirarion for
me. A reflegtion of his open mindedness is his green
signalio let me studyat the London College of Fashion.
I'graduated from this institute in 1975 with adegreein
fashion design. If I am Bibi Russell with my feet on the
ground it is because ofinspiration from my parents.

What makes you angry?

I'can'tthink. However you could say I often question
why I'didn't come back to Dhaka earlier. I spent 20
years abroad and returned as late as 1994,

Whatisyouridea ofbeauty?

In my view, the answer is eyes that sparkie like two
stars,

Things youlove about being famous.

I am not famous. True I may be recognised and
appreciated butit never occurs to me that Lamfamous.
Recognition helps me go further and achieve more. If I
had been famous, I'would have got all the support to
promote the weavers' cause, As itis, it is hard to find
sponsors. People know me but I'would like their sup-
port.

Lost Rembrandt
works discovered

Four oil paintings
have been dis-
covered to be the
work of 17th-
Century Dutch
master Rem-
brandt. The
works, thoughtto
have beecn
painted by Rem-
brandt's pupils,
have been put on
show at the
Amsterdam
museum dedi-
cated to the
artist.

They were
identified as being by Lhc artist during the preparatory work
on an exhibition at the Rembrandthuis, Experts say the
muutsl:Famo[thcmt s quality and have his characteristic

lighting. Itis believed they mayhavebeen studies for
figures in some of Rembrandt'slarger compositions.

Two of the paintings, Study ofan Old Man in Profile and
Study of an Old Man with a Beard, are from a US private
collection, The Detroit Institute of Arts owns one entitled
Study afaWeeping Woman. StudyofaWornan in aWhite Cap
waspaintedin 1640

Thefourth picture, Portrait ofan ElderlyWoman inaWhite
Bonnet, was painted in 1640 and is currently owned by a
private collector. It will go on sale at Sothely's New York on
miwzsnndisesummd to beworthup to $4 million (£2.2

illion),

The paintings are on show in the Rembrandthuis until
Decemberd.

Source: Intemet

Demi Moore, Ashton
Kutcher ties a knot

REUTERS

Actors Demi Moore and Ashton Kutcherwere married on
Saturday, capping their celebrated relationship, two
celebrity magazines reported on Sunday.

Representatives for Kutcher, 27, and Moore, 42, could
not be immediately reached for comment, but both Us
Weekly and People magazine reportet] ori their websites
that the couple were married in the Los Angeles area on
Saturday,

Us Weekly, which first reported the wedding said
about 100 of the couple's friends, including Moore's
second husband Bruce Willis, attended it. Also at the
weddingwere actress LucyLinand Moore's three daugh-
ters from hermarriage toWillis.

Moore, who starred in Ghost, G.1 Jane and Striptéase,
first began dating the younger Kutcherin 2003, just as she
was making a highly publicised return to the screenasa.
high-kickingvillainin Chariie's Angeles: Full Throtile:

Kutcher, whose break came as a star in lelew.smh_'a
That '70s Show, is co-creator of the MTV reality show:
Punk'd. His films include Guess Who in 2005 and Didde, -
Where's My Car?
in 2000.

It was the first
marriage for
Kutcher and the
third for Moore.
She was married
from 1980 to
1984 to rock mu-
sician Freddie
Moore and from
1987 to 2000 to
Willis.
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The Missing
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