DHAKA MONDAY SEPTEMBER 26, 2005 1 5

akrail Mosque
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and non- Local and foreign
Tablig men gather regularly in huge
numbers at Kakmil Mosque all year
round for religious purposes.

Law enforcers suspect the mili-
mnts had taken the advantage of the
huge gathering to prepare themselves
for the blasts, without being noticed
bytheintelligence men.

Faisal also said the chief of the
militant group Abdur Rahman and his
younger brother Ataur Rahman alias
Sunny had briefed a group of IMB
members on jihad in Kalihati of
Tangail after Eid-ul Azha in last
January.

A class VIIT student of Balla
Madmsa in Tangail, he also told
Magistrate Nani Gopal Biswas that
Shoeb of his village had persuaded
him to join JMB in 2004. Tangail dis-
trict unit JMB leader Enayet sent him
o DhakaonAugust 14.

"At first, I went to a mosque in

n. After a short stay there,

al took me to Kakrail Mosque and
showed me toswitchonabomb,"
Faisal said in'his statement. After the

training, Uzzal gave him Tk 600, he
added.

He placed a bag containing a time
bomb in the northeastern corner of
Rajarbagh Police Lines at 10:50am on
August 17. He said J]MB members
Jahid and Habib accompanied him
while Uzzalwasthe teamleader.

"val can feel what I have done is
wrong" Faisal told reporters, coming
nutufthemurt. He said he still would
not dare to disobey his leaders, as the
consequencewnuld bedreadful.

He alse said he was told that he
would never make it to heaven if he
doesnottake partinjihad.

Police detectives produced him
before the court on completion of his
seven-day remand. Heis detained ina
case filed under the Explosive
Substances Act with Paltan Police
Station.

Meanwhile, two more people
arrested in connection with the serial
blasts gave confessional statements
before magistrates yesterday. They are
AHM Shamim, son former ameer of
Habiganj district Jamaat-e-Islami,
and Shammi Akhter, wife of Abdus
Samad, Shammiwas arrested at a [MB
deninSouth GaranonSeptember8.

AHM Shal:lhn in his confessional
statement sald JMB operative Hasan
had thiminto c?:ﬁ)r:mt withthe
militant outfit at a mosque in the
capital's Sobhanbagh area in January
thisyear.

Later the same month Hasan took
him to a house at Bashabo and intro-
duced him to Ataur Rahman alias
Sunny, chief of IMB military wing,

3 \Rﬁﬂhe meeting, he had retugaed ta,

Shamhn told the magistrate that
Sunny had him to join JMB,
He said he [Sunny] had called him on
his cellphone and asked him to imme-
diatelycome to Dhaka.

Soon after he reached the Bashabo
house on August 16, Ataur handed
him two bags, one containing bombs
and the other leaflets. He said he in
turn had handed those over to ]MB
membersYasirand Akram.

Besides, Sunny had ‘given him
three files each containing JMB leaf-
lets similar to those found on different
biast scenes on August 17. Ataur had
asked him to send those leaflets writ-
ten in Bangali, English and Arabic to
JMB leaders and activists across the
cuuntrybyemaﬂ.

“On the moming of August 17,

dispatched those leaflets to
djﬂ'emnt destinations from a cyber
caféinfrontofLabaid

In another development, Shammi

Akhter told a magistate of Dhaka
Metropolitan Magistrate Court that
her husband used to work under the
command of Ataur Rahman Sunny.

In her confessional statement, she
also said IMB members Belal and
Akramhad supplied her husbandwith
the bomb-making materials that were
recovered from their South Goran
house.

KHULNA

Our staff correspondent from Khulna
reports: The six JMB cadres who had
allegedly beengshi by Khulpa
Saint JosepM High™ School teacher
Abdul Hakim Gazi in his house have
been identified as Shahidullah,
Palash, Mehedi, Hasan, Khalid Hasan
Miniu, and Mahbub.

- They went into hiding on August
17. Abdul Hakim Gazi told police that
the six had rented the ground floor of
his three-storey building, identifying
them as students of Khulna Alia
Madrasa.

But Principal of Khulna Alia
Madrasa Moulana Mohammod Saleh
issued astatement to the press, saying
that the J]MB men were not his stu-
dents.

Officer-in-Charge of Batiaghata
Police Station yesterday went to
Satkhira after getting information on
whereabouts of one of the six wanted
JMB men. Abdul Hakim Gazi was
accompanying him. The school-
teacher was let out from the office of
Detective Branch (DB) of Khulna
police few hours after his arrest on
condition of not leaving his house
without permission.

SATKHIRA

Our Satkhira correspondent reports:
Police yesterday amested a school-
teacher, suspecting hisinvolvementin
the countrywideblasts.

Police said they arrested IMB cadre
Ashraf Ali, assistant teacher of
Banshdah Girls High Sehool in Sadar
upazila, while he was returning home
from the school. They suspect that
Ashrafhad played animportantrolein
staging the blasts in Satkhira on
August 17.

Meanwhile, JMB cadre Riaz
Ahmed was placed on a seven-day
remand yesterday when police pro-
duced him before a Satkhira court
witha 10-dayremand.

He was sent (o Joint Interrogation
Cell (JIC) in Dhaka the same day for
interrogation.

Riaz of Tengra in Sadar upazila was
amested onSeplember 2.
BAGERHAT
BSS from Bagerhat adds: Police
arrested two suspected members of
JMB on Saturdaynight.

Of the two, Babul Sheikh, 43, was
arrested | e Chlmllmrr upazily. for
suspected links to blasts in
Munshiganj on the night of Shab-e-
Barat, and Khairul Islam, 23, for his
alleged connectionwith JMB.

36 fishermen |
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days, said that 36 of their fellow
fishermen had gone missing after
the capsize. They said they fear
thosearealready dead.

The six trawlers went missing on
September 17 after they had gone
outintheseaforfishing,

Meanwhile, 11 crew members of
the Bangladeshi FB-86 trawler,
which was forced to enter the Indian
waters by storm, have yet to return
to Pirojpur from Indian police cus-
tody.

After arrests, the members of the
Indian coast guard and the navy had
handed them over to Himulganjand
Digha palice.

WB may defer credit
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in vaeating the HC stay order,
54urcusaid.

The mission came (o know that
on the day the HC order came, no
representatives of the finance min-
istry, Privatisation Commission and
Rupali Bankwere present incourt.

The hearing of the case sched-
uled for August 23 also could not be
held as no representatives of the
attorney general's (AG) office
attended the hearing despite fre-
quent reminders. Barrister Rabeya
Bhuiyan was present on behalf of
the commission.

A Privatisation Commission
souree said they did not know about
the writ petition, so they could not
attend the hearing,

A powerful shareholder of Rupali
Bankis allegedly behind the filing of
thewritpetition and he is now using
his influence in the government to
delay the government initiatives to
vacate the stay order, the source
added. :

wThe third tranche of the DSCloan
was seheduled to be released by
August but, since the government
couldnatfulfil someof the 14 condi-
tions tagged with the release of the
loan, itgotstuck.

The matter may be tabled at the
WB hoard meeting scheduled for
November and a WB appraisal teamn
is expected wisit Bangladesh next
month to assess how far the govern-
menthas fulfilledtheir conditions.

AWB source said the government
has already fulfilled many of the
cnndmemwme same are yet to be

o}l?:ttnn af the Anti-
mmission (ACC) is

‘contentlous issue. ACC's
dedslnn to absosb’about half of the
staff of the now-deéfunct Bureau of
Anti Corruption (Bac) annoyed the
WB, which wanted to see appoint-
ments to the ACC through competi-

tive examinations,

"If the commission is run by the
same officials who are allegedly
corrupt, whatis the point of forming
the commission itself?" a WHB official
said.

However, if any former Bac offj-
cial gets selected through the com-
petitive exams, the WH said it will
have no objection to such appoint-
ment.

Again, the procurement law was
also supposed to be raised in parlia-
ment as another condition, which
the government did not.

The source said while the WB
appraisal mission may overlook
these conditions, it may take a tough
stance if it is not convinced about
the government's sincerity to move
tovacate the HC stayorder.

The next review mission of the
IMF is scheduled to visit Bangladesh
at the end of December to finalise
the release of the fifth instalment of
the PRGF loan,

Bangladesh will have to fulfil
three conditions to get-the instal-
ment released: setting up of an
independent audit unit in National
Board of Revenue, appointing finan-
cial advisor for the privatisation of
Agrani Bank, and reconstituting
Sonali Bank's board.

The source added that the IMF
mission hinted that it might recon-
sider the issue of releasing the fifth
instalment if it does not find the
government's initiative in expedit-
ing the privatisation of Rupali Bank.

A Privatisation Commission
source said the Supreme Court's
vacation will end on October 17 and
then the commission will move to
getthe stayorder vacated.

However, the commission can-
not do this alone. The Rupali Bank
authority as well as the finance
ministry will also have to be sincere
inpursuing the case, the source said.

-

. the status of

Tuesday Group
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The envoys told the adviser that the
intentions behind the Group's move
ood and Bangladesh would
benefit from the conference if the
ntallowsittobeheld.
guv;rer;:znemm however told the
envqys that the conference would
definitely be counterproductive and
tantamount to interfering in the
domestic politics. It may give a
falseimpression thatBangladesh does
not want free polls to be held, the
meetlngsoun:equotedhlmassaying.
Hahman said the last three general
elections were held in free and fair
manner and were lauded both at
home and abroad and the present
ient is determined to ensiire
e continuation of holding free and
credible general elections.
"Bangladesh's track record in
holding elections is indeed very
good," the source quoted him as

sayin
Rairrmn told the envoys that as in
[hB t, the government will invite
nnd foreign observers to monitor
dﬂ? there is no need for
holding any conference on the elec-
toral process.

Sources said Reaz Rahman further
told the two af the Tuesday Group that
the \.'Elrlr essence of democracy is

hand-over of power through
elections and it happened very suc-
cessfully for three consecutive terms.
Besides, he said, Bangladesh has a
unique system like the caretaker
government fur the conduct of free
andfairelecti

He w-.mmd t know from the

envoys why they want to hold such
conference only in Bangladesh when
many countries in the world nm
seriously lacking in demo
some of them do not even hol
tions.

The people of Bangladesh are very
conscious of their rights to vote and

will decide on their own what to
do, headded.

Meeting sources said the foreign
affairs adviser told the envoys to let go
of the idea of holding the conference
and said that there are many other
things to catchupon.

Asked about the outcome of the
meeting, both the envoys declined to
makeany comment.

Meanwhile, official sources said
the Tuesday Group sensing before-
hand a negative response from the
foreign affairs ministry had sought
su port from the Prime Minister's

ce (PMO) and reportedly got
ussumnce.

Butthemove bypassingthe foreign
ministry angered the ministry and
eventually led to mjection from the
PMO aswell.

Saifur
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The minister mentioned
Bangladesh's dependence on for-

eign aid has been reducing every
year and current net aid constitutes

elec-

only2 percent ofthe colntry SGOR

"The prudent econaric man-
agement, including fiscal and moni-
tory policies, contributed to macro-
economic stability and steady
growth,” he said.

Saifur also e
mism about Ban,

ressed his opti-

adesh's mnjning
"Middle-income
countryin next 20 years.

The professionals, whileappreci-
ating the minister's speech, sug-
gested government-organised
campaigns abroad to project
Bangladesh's achievements.

Later in the evening, the minister
attended a reception hosted jointly
by the chairman of the Board of
Governors, World Bank president
and IMF managing director.

Outlaw dies
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came under fire at about 3:30am,
theyadded.

The police returned fire and
drove away the attackers after a half-
an-hour-long gunfight.

They claimed Asadul fell in the

line of fire when he made anattempt

to flee, and died onthespot.
The police seized six bombs and
sevenbulletsafter theshooting,

Indian engr
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crime, one of the most gruesome fn
this conservative Gulf Arab state, the
newspaper said.

Millions of expatriates, mainly
from the Indian subcontinent, live
and work in the energy-rich UAE, a
federation of seven emirates that
inelude Dubaiand Sharjah.

Many middle-income workers,
who came to the UAE seeking an
affordable high standard ofliving, are

now feeling the pinch of spiraling

costs in the Gulf state, where rents
have risen by about 25 percent in a
year andsalaries have lagged behind.

HC rule on govt
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Advocate Hasan Faize Siddiqui,
counsellor for the petitioner, in his
submission said ETV has got lu:q‘nce
toresumeits operation.

"Some influential and interested

persons are pressing the petitioner .

to sell shares of the ETVto them," he
submitted. "Abdus Salam, also the
managing director of the ETV,
understands that he could be
arrested and harassed at any time if
shares are not sold to those people,”
he added. _

The government on April 12
issued licence to the closed ETV
enabling the popular private chan-
nel to resumeits operation.

ETV, which was shut down by a
court order on August 29, 2002, was
the first TV channel in the private
sector with both satellite and terres-
trial facilities to broadcast
PrOgramimes.

Following a prolonged legal
battle, the channel got back its
licence and is likely to come into
opemtionshortly

Abdus Salam, an expatriate
Bangladeshi, owns the lion's share
of ETV.

OMS of rice stopped'
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600 dealers in Dhaka and another
18,000 across the country would
be engaged in the sale of about
three lakh tonnes of rice through
OMS. Each family would be eligi-
ble to purchase five kilograms of
rice atTk 14.50 per kg

As coarse rice price soared up
to Tk 18 to Tk 20 a kg in the retailer
market, the government in August
decided to launch OMS from
September 1 to sell rice to lower-
income group at the subsidised
price.

However, the government
rescheduled the OMS launching
for September 20 and again for
September 25.

Officials and market sources
fear a nexus of hoarders', which
has stockpiled a huge quantity of
rice, will now get more time to sell
off the stocks at current higher
prices causing miseries to the
POOr CONSUIMErs.

The government had earlier
acknowledged that thanks to huge
financing from banking channels,
a section of millers and unscrupu-
lous traders resorted to stocking
rice pushing up its price.

Food Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf, who chaired the
September 21 FPMC meet, could
not be contacted for comments on
what prompted the government to
rescind a decision in four days. He
is nowon a China visit.

Asked, Deputy Minister for
Food and Disaster Management
Asadul Habib Dulu however said
the government deferred the OMS
launching to synchronise it with
another government programme -
- village rationing.

Under the ‘village rationing'
programme conceived this year,
some 900 cards are to be issued to
every union enabling distressed
people todraw up to 12 kg of rice a
month at Tk 4 a kg, This is aimed at
benefiting as many as five million
people.

Dulu now fears the government
maynot beable to start the ration-
ing before first week of October, as
cards have not yet been prepared.
Local administration's engage-
ment in card distribution for
another programme -- vilnerable

group feeding (VGF) -- in the last
two weeks has created this situa-
tion. ;

Market sources apprehend
tagging the OMS with village
rationing would further delay the
OMS operation giving the hoard-
ers' syndicate undue leverage.

Dulu however denied the alle-
gations raised by certain quarters
that hoarders' syndicates had
created pressure for delaying the
OMS drive.

He said village rationing cards,
whether ready or not by October 1,
"we'll start the OMS drive without
making further delay."

The deputy food minister
visited poverty-stricken two
northern districts, Lalmonirhat
and Nilphamari, on the first day of
the VGF drive yesterday. He
expressed the hope this drive
would help the rural poor bear the
current higher prices of rice.

Under the VGF programme, 10
kg of rice is being given against

each of 1,000 cards distributed

among the poor in each of over
4,500 unions across the country.

About 1.2 lakh tonnes of rice is
required to carry on the operation
until the end of October.

Rebels kill eight
Bangalees in
Tripura

REUTERS, Agartala

Separatist rebels killed eight
Bengali-speaking settlers in India's
remote and restive Tripura state
yesterday, police said.

National Liberation Front of
Tripura militants, who are fighting
for an independent tribal home-
land, fired indiscriminately with
automatic weapons when they
raided several in Santinagar, some
70 km east of the state capital
Agartala.

"Seven people including three
women were killed at the scene
Three were critically wounded and a
woman later suceumbed in a hospi-
tal," Nepal Das, a police superinten-
denttold Reuters.

FROMPAGE 1

the publicand private sectors in those

coumtries are equally contributing to
,_ :

Bangladesh hascome alongwayin
development. But it is necessary to
make coordinated efforts in various
fields to move forward further, he felt.

The president urged all political
parties to avoid such political
progmmmes and activities that can
harm the interest of the country,

damage its image abroad and have a

negative impact on investment and
business.

The function was also addressed
by Science, Information and
Communication Technology Minister
Abdul Moyeen Khan, Commerce
Minister Altaf Hossain Choudhury,
EditorofThe Daily Star Mahfuz Anam
and Advisor to the Commerce
Ministry Barkat Ullah Bulu. DCCI
President Sayeeful Islam presided.

Moyeen Khan said there cannot be
sustained economic development
unless the politics of confrontation
ends.

About the DCCI vision for per
capita income of $1,000 by 2021, he
said the income now is about $500, as
estimated by the central bank and
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics. If the
activities of the informal sector is

| taken into account, it is already

ammdSl )

Theumﬂngllfestyiamllrmunny
is not possible unless per capita
income is $1,000, he said, adding it
should rise to $5,000 by 2021,

Altaf Hossain said export growth
lastfiscal yearwas $1 billion more than
that of the previous year while donors
had forecast that Bangladesh would
face a major setbackafter the phasing
outofquotafrom January thisyear.

Mahfuz Anam said that the main
problem of Bangladesh was bad
politics, which was leading to bad
economics, which in fum was creat-
ingbadsocial conditions.

The question to ask is not what
Bangladesh has achieved, which is
reasonable, but what Bangladesh
could have achieved given good
paolitics, which would have been
spectacular, headded.

Sayeeful Islam said, "As a nation
we should have a vision and it is a
realistic vision that our per capita
incomeshouldreach$1,000by2021."

The DCCI president urged all
political parties to forge a consensus
on economic issues so that overall
development of the country is not
affected. '

DCCI Sehior Vice, P!Esulem
Manzur-Ur-Hahman (Ruskin) also
spokeatthe function.

Security blanket
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like lastyear.

The meeting yesterday sought to
ensure police patrol during 3:30am-
7:30am as security remains a bit
relaxedinthe earlymoming.

Four hundred ecommunity police
will work in the capital during
Ramadan. Dhaka City Corporation
will bear the expenses for half of them
while prominent business houses will
bearthe rest.

The government emphasised
commtmity involvement for solving
local problems.

"We've instructed deputy com-
missioners, superintendents of police
and thana nirbahi officers (TNOs) o
hold meetings with locals, imams of
mosques, puja organising commit-
tees and journalists once a week to
discuss their problems and work out
thesolutions.

The home minisiry has asked the
market authorities to take security
measures like setting up of archways
and metal detectors on their own, and
a}sulq keep first aid boxforemergency
Siuaton

"We're motivating the market
authorities to install closed-circuit
television [CCTV)," Babar said, addin ‘g
that CCTV has already been installe
at40-50 percent such places of public
gathering.

The Rapid Action bartalion (Rab),
meanwhile, has identified the mug-
ging points in the capital, especially
near markets. The Rab, both in uni-
form and plainclothes, will work to
StopMUEging.

"Mugging mostly takes place on
the narrow lanes of different markets,"
B1bnrsm'd. adding thﬂl:pcl.i.ce andRab

members on 'motorbikes will patrol
theseplaces. '

The Rab will also set up 10 check-
points in Dhaka and work as a striking
force. Besides, their mobile teams will
work across the country to stop extor-
tionon goods carrying trucks.

To ease traffic jam and facilitate
commuters’ movement during
Ramadan and puja, the city traffic
authorities will begin a traffic month
ﬁ'nr%Octcherz. s

1e DMP traffic department has
identified 40 congestion points in the
city and will concentrate its efforts
there.
MOBILE COURT
INALLDISTRICTS
Following mobile courts' huge popu-
larity in the metropolitan cities, the
government ordered them to start
operation to check food adulteration,
weight manipulation, drug trade,
smuggling, extortion, anti-social
activities and hoarding, and evict
illegal establishments, clear foot-
paths, identify vehicles without fitness
ineach districtfromOctober2.

"Sttong punishment has been
introduced through the recent
amendment to the Pure Food
Ordinance. [t suggests strong punish-
ment for those who will commit the
crimes for the second or third time; it
even suggests cancellation of licence
forsuchact,” Babar told reporters.

Thirty-five mobile courts will be
active in Dhaka during Ramadan. Of
them, 30 will work against food
adulteration, two will perform differ-
ent official work while three others
will remain standby for emergency
situation, said the state mirister.

‘| Sunamganj-3

Rita destruction
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across the hurricane zone and
swamped Louisiana shoreline
towns with a 15-foot storm surge
that required daring boat and
helicopter rescues of hundreds of
people.

Adam Suire, 77, said he climbed
into an oak tree Friday night with
his wife, daughter and son-in-law
when Rita flooded his house south
of Erath, La. A Coast Guard heli-
copter plucked the battered family
from the tree Saturday afternoon,

Rita clobbered Louisiana and
Texas coastlines dotted with key
oil refinerjes and chemical plants
with howling 195km an hour (125
miles) winds and sheeting rain, in
the early hours of Saturday leaving
atrail of wreckage,

Authorities in central
Mississippl reported the first
known casualty, as one unidenti-
fied person was killed by a tornado
spun off the remnants of Rita.

No deaths were reported in
Louisiana and Texas, though 24
elderly evacuees were killed in an
explosion in a bus on Friday as
they joined a mass exodus out of
the danger zone. An elderly

woman also succumbed to heat
exhaustioninatrafficj
The town of Port Arthif, Texas,

close to where Rita's swirling eye
came ashore, was awash in waist
high floods, downed power lines
and uprooted trees. Cars lay
smashed on the streets and the
main refinery was out of reach
after the stormstruck.

“It was pretty scary,” said John
Harrison, whose wooden home
was ringed by a foot (33 centi-
metres) of water as dawn revealed
damage wrought during a wild
night.

Real estate agent Brandon
Allen, 32, said he expected the
storm to be "a heck of a lot worse"
after Katrina trashed New Orleans
and much of the Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama coastline
on August 29 killing more than
1,000 people.

Authorities held nine people for
looting in the town and ordered a
curfew to prevent an escalation of
lawlessness, mayor Oscar Ortiz
told CNN.

In nearby Lake Charles, police
and fire crews went on a house-to-
house hunt looking for bodies --
but found none.

There was widespread damage,
the waters of Lake Charles were
rising and a fierce wind blew off
the lake, but the town was count-
ingitsblessings.

"It's not as bad as [ feared ... We
were fortunate,” said the town's
police chief, Don Dixon.

In Louisiana, coast guard said

they had rescued 40 peop!e [n_

In Texas, Louisiana and
Mississippi 1.14 million customers
were without power and the num-
berwas expected torise.

In Houston, frazzled evacuees
started to trek home despite calls
from Bush for people to wait for
emergency response teams to do
their jobs. "

Evacuee Carlos Garcia, 18,
ﬁl_‘ent 12 hours on a freeway

ursday but only got as far as the
edge of Houston, It took him just
30 minutes to get backinto the city
onSaturday.

"We have a business, a
mechanic's shop to protect," he
said. "We also wanted to beat
everyone else coming back from
Dallas, because we didn't want to
getstuckin trafficagain.”

Some evacuees complained
that the authorities did not do
enough to prepare for the mass
evacuation, even though troops,
helicopters and trucks were on
standby, and extra supplies of food
and water were prepared.

Hasina
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fromManikganjtothe AL

Former bureaucrat Abdul
Mannan, [P Doulatdia thana unit
president Abdul Kader, leader
Masudul Hasan Masud and about’ 100
workersjoined the AL yesterday.

Mannan lost the recent
-polls as an inde-
pendent candidate to the govern-
ment-backed candidate. The parlia-
mentary seat fell vacant after the
gﬁ:ilofm.. lawmaker Abdus Samad

Hasina alleged the CEC and the
secretary of the EC Secretariat are
workingunder the "election engineer-
ing EI:N ofthegovernment.

welcomed the newly joined
leaders and urged all to stage a strong
fightbackagainst the rulingcoalition.

On the August 17 serial blasts
across the country, the former prime
minister a in voiced her accusation
against BNP's ruling partner Jamaat-
e-Islami. She also the govern
ment to interrogate the Jamaat hij
command to find the real culprits
hehmddwbomhing&

"This government has failed to
deliver anything but grenade attacks,
bomb blasts, murders. repression,
unabated corruption and price hlkeaf
essentials,” H:ISE'IZI

"The government d.ld nothing for
the welfare of the people; so it has no
confidence in getting their votes and
tl'us has prompted it to prepare for

5[ theelectionagain, " sheadded.

e people have the chance to

cnst [heir votes in a free and fuir elec-

ﬁqu the AL will get their verdict, she
54l

"How have the prime minister's

{:er.l';'becuuw therichestinonly four

she asked, accusing the pre-
mjer s family of involvement in ::or-
ruption.

"We'll bring all the culprits includ-

. [nq those who siphoned off the coun-

try's resources to other countries if
\rnmdmpcm:r Hasina told her
leaders and workers. 5

AL leaders Suranjit Sengupta,
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim,
Muhith and Azizus Samad Don, son of
late ALleader Abdus Samad Azad were
present. 1

Bush, Blair both

'war criminals’
Says British MP Galloway

AFP, Washington

George Galloway, the member of
Britain's parliament who has led an
international campaign against the
Iraq war, renewed his condemnation
of the US and British [eaders over the
2003 invasion at a Washington rally
Saturday.

The Scottish socialist was given a
rousing reception by the thousands
of demonstrators for a speech in
which he said: "There is an absolute
need for your country and my coun-
try to stand shoulder to shoulder
against the war criminals Tony Blair
and GeorgeW. Bush."

Galloway, who drew international
attention for a fiery condemnation of
US policy he made to the Senate
earlier this year, said the British
prime minister and US presidenthad
failed to justify the invasion.

"Thisis nota clash of civilisations,
notawar between people of the West
and Bast, not a war between
Christianity and Islam; George Bush
does not represent any civilisation,"
hesaidto cheers.

Galloway has been accused of
beingunpatrioticand not supporting
US troops, but he said: "We love our
troops. In fact we love our troops 50
much we want to bring them home
now:"

Tens of thousands of anti-war
demonstrators staged rallies in
Washington and London on
Saturday, demanding the withdrawal
of US and British troops as the Iraq
conflict becomes increasingly
unpopular.

Chanting "Bring the Troops Home
Now," a column of protesters
stretched for several blocks around
the White House, with parents push-
ing infants in strollers while students
beat makeshift drums.

Washington organizers said the
crowd exceeded 100,000 protesters
and police said the estimate was
probablyright.

Opponents of the US-led war also
marched in central London. Police
said 10,000 people converged on
Hyde Park though organisers said
there was 100,000.

Small rallies were also held in
Copenhagen, Damascus, Helsinki,
Paris, Rome and Seoul, while an anti-
war march was also held in San
Francisco on the US West coast.
Others were scheduled in Los
Angelesand Seattle. -

Feattired speakers in Washlngtun
included Cindy Sheehan, whose 24-
year-old son, Casey, was killed in g
last year, and outspoken British
member of parliament George
Galloway, who received the biggest
crowd response.

The Scattish socialist was given a
rousing reception after he told the
crowd: "There is an absolute need for
your country and my country to
stand shoulder to shoulder against

the war criminals Tony Blair and
GeorgeW. Bush."

Galloway, who drew international
attention fora fiery condemnation of
US policy he made to the Senate
earlier this year, said the British
prime minister and US presidenthad
failed to justify the invasion.

"This is not a clash of civilizations,
natawar between people of theWest
and East, not a war between
Christianity and Islam; George Bush
does not represent any civilization,"
hesaid tocheers.

Sheehan breathed new life into
the anti-war movement in August
when she camped outside the presi-
dent's ranch in Crawford, Texas,
demandingtospeakto Bush.

The president refused to meet her
then and was not in Washington for
the rally, having gone to Colorado to
inspect military preparations for the
reliefoperation after Hurricane Rita.

Adi Banoful
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The gourt also arrested manager of
the factory Hasmat Ali and four
workers. [t also issued an arrest
warrant against the absconding
owner of the factory Sirajul [slam.

The court filed three cases
against the owner.

The factory used to supply adul-
terated sweetmeats to seven shops
of Adi Banoful Sweetmeat.

The court later raided Modem
Herbal shop at Demra and found
seven types of herbal medicine
made without licence from the
authorities.

It also found the shop using stale
ralsin and some other hazardous
substancesin theirmake.

A case was filed against owner of
the shop DrAlamgir Matin.

Another mobile court of Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC) raided
different fast food shops, restau-
rants and canteens at Balley Road,
Karwan Bazar and in Gulistan area,
and fined them Tk 50, 800 for keep-
ing their environment unhygienic
and using hazardous substances in
foods.

"We found that the FDC (Film
Development Corporation) canteen
was making different food items like
beguni and piyaju using a special
kind of colour, which is normally
showed asbloodin movies," said Md
GoInmSanmr. pubﬂcﬂnalystofl‘he
DCC.... |Il..|.j.|.“ | 5 BT

The coun also fined a fase fnud-
shop at Bailey Road -<Bamboo
Castle --Tk 10,000 for keeping its
environment filthy and not main-
taining safetystandards.

Three aother mobile courts also
raided a number of restaurants and
fast food shopsin Uttara, Demraand
Mirpur, filed 18 cases and fined
them Tk 1,97,000 for keeping their
environment unhygienic and not
servingsafe foods.

Hartal observed
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The council has also called upon
students to observe strike and hold
demonstrations on the Rajshahi court
premises today.

Meanwhile, the Women and
Children Repression Prevention court
will hear on the final report submitted
by police that recommended release
of the three accused persons and on
the no-confidence petition on it
submitted by Mili's father Mansur
Ahmed.

Alarge number of police cordoned
offimportant city Eomts in the mom-
ing when hundreds of citizens started
gatheringinShaheb Bazararea.

No untoward incident occurred
other than police's scuffle with pickets
several times.

Businesses remained shut off and
no classes and examinations were
held at the educational institutes
duringthe hartalhours.

The council held a rally that was
chaired by Pro-Liberation Doctors'
Counil President Dr Sayed Shafilul
Alam.

Mohila Parishad General Secretary
Kalpana Roy, CPB city unit President
AK Azad, Workers' Party city unit
Secretary Liaquat Ali, BSD leader
Ruhul Kuddus, Gono Forum leader
Ataur Rahman, journalists Hasan
Millat, Saidur Rahman, and Zahangir
Alam Akash, NGO leader Debashish
Pramanik Debu, lawyer Khairul Alam,
amongothers, addressed therally.

Speakers alleged that cabinet
members Alamgir Kabir, Fazlur
Rahman Patal and Ruhul Kuddus
Duluwere influencingthe case.

Declaring the three ministers
unwanted in Rajshahi city, they called
upon all citizens to unite against any
bidtoinfluence the Mili murder case.

Police in the final report of the case
recommended release of Fazle Rabi
Lion, Saduzzaman Minar, and Fazlur
Rghman, the three main accused,
saying that the DNA tests revealed that
the threewere notinvolved.

Mili's father Mansur Rahman

DU student
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Witnesses said a gang of youth
waylaid Rehan and shot himonce in
the right thigh at about 8:45pm
while he was passing the hall gate
with three friends.

As he fell to the ground on
impact, the attackers fled the scene
inaprivate car.

His friends rushed him to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH) and as of midnight, he was
undergoing freatmentthere.

submitted a no-confidence petition
onthe policereport.

Proper procedures for DNA tests
were not maintained while the -
accused paid for expenses of the tests,
hesaidinthepetition.

Nine-year-old schoolgirl Mafnuza
Khatun Mili was mped and killed on
May 3 when she was alone in the
house.

Our Rajshahi University corre-
spondentacids:

No classes were held in Rajshahi
University and all the scheduled
examinations were postponed due to
yesterday's hartal that was called
demanding fair trial of Mili rape and
murder case.

Rajshahi University units of
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL),
Progressive Students Alliance (PSA)
and Samajtrantrik Chhatra Front
(SCF) yesterday took out separate
protest processions and held rallies
demanding fair trial of Mili rape and
murdercase.,

They also supported today's

student strike in ecucational institu-
tionsinthecity.
Myanmar
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She said Myanmar can import
quality products, including medi-
cines and ceramics, from
Bar_ﬁ{adush

e Myanmar Chief of General
Staff apprised T.heBangladeah PMof
his government's seven-step
roadmap to establish democracy in
their country.

He appreciated progress in
different sectors of Bangladesh, led
by Khaleda Zia, particularly present-
ingaclean and green Dhaka.

He also praised standard of
teaching and training of different
institutions of B

Referring to
performance of
in UN peacekee
General Mann

duringth ediscussthqs.f .

General Mann mdveyh}d best
wishes of Myann i General

haleda to
Myanmar Khaleda Zia recipro-
cated.
The Myanmar &!i:f of General
Staff was accompanied by Maj Gen
Khin Maung Myint,

Minister Brig Gen Tin Naing Thein,
Dcruty Minister for Foreign Affairs

mmerce

t and

(retd) U Maung
haka U

Myanmar :\mbassadur in
1 ThanMyint. "
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