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solo .exhibition of
emerging sculptor
Nagen Paul is being

held at Heritage Restau-
rant, Gulshan 2. The exhibi-
tion was inaugurated by
renowned artist
Hamiduzzaman Khan on
September 23.

Before one steps into the

restaurant, an exquisite
terracotta gate with engrav-
ing meets the eye. Enter the

restaurant and youwill find
pillars with coloured mosa-
ics (broken tiles).

The credit for these eye-
catching works goes to clay
artist Nagen Paul. The
artist's works--ranging
from terracotta, lamp
bases, vases, masks and
tiles--are on display at the
restaurant. This is his first
solo pottery and terracotta
exhibition, where he
focuses on formal shapes
using two types of clays --

' The terracotta gate by Nagen at Heritage

ticuse.

one normal and the otheris
the high temperature clay
that has'a glazed finish. His
products are perfect for
decoration as well domes-

So what is Nagen's USP?

To quote the artist, "Unlike
other such works, my clay
works are not always uni-
formly shaped. Some of the
vases, for instance, have
hands, figures and flowers
on them while some are
- shaped like sea-shells and

corals,”

S 'couil

Nagen,
highligh

best."

It is precisely this quality
that appeals to artist Jamal
Ahmed, who was special
guest at the inauguration of
the exhibition. In his words,
"What is remarkable about
Nagen's works is hisunique
styleand techniques.”
pitior
Hamiduzzaman Khan,
chief guest, says about
"I'm glad that an
exhibition has been held
ting Nagen's best
works. His exhibition is a
special addition to
Bangladeshi art and craft.
Nagen is young and tal-
ented, 1 wish him all the

How Nagen crafted the
gate and interior of the
restaurant is an interesting
story by itself. As the owner
of Heritage Restaurant,
Rizwan Bin Farouq says, "1
met Nagen when [ was
looking for an expert potter
who could work on a
terracotta gate for the
entrance of the restaurant. 1
saw photographs of the

Wonders in terracotta

Nagen Paul's first solo exhibition

mehiraab of Gaur Mosque
on The Daily Star. The floral
pattern on the mehraab
was astounding.”

Rizwan wanted some-
thing similar on the gate.
He met quite a few artistes
in regard to the project but
liked Nagen's samples best.
In August, 2003 Nagen
began working on the gate
and it took almost six
months to finish the pro-
ject. Nagen, along with his
family members worked on
the gate night and day to
achieve the magnificent
specimen thatisinasensea
rarity in Dhaka's architec-

- ture.

Nagen Paulcomes froma
traditional potter family. He
has grown up in Dhamrai,
an area where pottery
industry has been thriving
for ages. However, this
talented artist has a BBA
degree from Dhaka Inter-
national University. He has
done adiplomainArts from
the Bulbul Academy of Fine
Arts (BAFA). Nagen's studio
isalso in Dhamrai.

Works on display at the exhibition

ERSHAD KaMOL

As part of the ongoing theatre festi-

| valtitled "Contemporary Theatre in

Bangladesh", Centre for Asian Thea-
tre (CAT) staged German contempo-
rary playwright Heiner Muller's
postmodern play The Mission at
Goethe Institut on September 24.
Theotherplays included inthe three
day festival are Franz Kafka's Meta-
marphosis and puppet play
Mukhosh, The festival is jointly
ammanged by Goethe Institut, Dhaka
and CAT,

Oppression has been a common
phenomenon in the world through
the ages. Even today, the superpow-
ers have been oppressing the devel-
oping nations of Asia, Africa and
Latin America in the name of
globalisation. Globalisation,
according to The Mission is a kind of
‘neo-imperialism’.

The Mission does not deal with
the problems of any particular
nation or society, rather it depicts
fragmented stories of oppression,
revolution and imagination. The
playwright has dealt with a universal
problem: the inherent oppressive
tendencyofhuman beings.

Based on Anna Segher'snovel The
Lighton the Gallows, Muller's play is
set against the backdrop of the
French colonisation of Jamaica

during the French Revolution.
However, Tlie Mission is not only a
story of colonisation, rather is a saga
where freedom is often an illusion.
The fragmented structures and

Actors in the play The Mission

grotesque imageries of wviolence
make the onlooker feel the intensity

. ofthe inevitable brutality of history.

Accgrding to Muller, it is not the
issue of 'race' but 'business' and
‘trades', which provoke human

beings to be oppressors. In the
contemporary world where 'free
market' has become the key factor,
there is no scope of uninhibited

‘freedom’ or 'revolution’ for human °

beings.

Translator Saidus Saglain's work
deserves plaudits, Kamaluddin Nilu's
directorial compositions are notewor-
thy. Throughout the play he has suc-
cessfully maintained the mood,

The Mission: A cry against globalisation

tempo and pace to represent brutality,
torture and revolution. The interesting
partofhis directorial work is the use of
‘masks' and animalisticgestures ofthe
artistes to symbuolically present the
inherentcruelty ofhuman beings. The
‘woman' in the play symbalically
represents 'imperalism’. The coital
scene between the 'man' and
‘woman' characteris an analogyofthe
human thirst for power. Moreover,
indigenous dances of Latin America
havebeenusedinthe play.

Sardar Aftabuddin has designed an
innovative set using huge mirrors, set
at the three comers of the stage. The
remainder of the stage remains empty
in his design. The reflection of the
performance on the mirror creates an
illusion onthe stage.

The symbolic colour-effects of M
Badal's light design co-ordinate well
with the directorial compositions of
the play. The Mission demonstrates
good teamwork. The dialogue delivery
as well as the body movements of the
artistes deserved plaudits.

Before the show Torsten Oertel,
director of Goethe Institut, said, "I
have justarrived in Bangladesh, I'd
like to work in the cultural field of
Bangladesh. This festival is just the
beginning. At the show -- Mukhash -
- we will invite children from differ-
ent corners of the city to enjoy the
puppettheatre.”

Artistes of Rabiraag performing a chorus
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Cultural organisation Rabiraagheld &
musical soiree recently at the
Shaheed Zia Auditorium. The event
titted Nabo Nandantaney was a
melange of songs and dance presen-
tations.

The programme started with
choral renditions of Mor shondhaye
turni and Duur rajanir suapon. Next
in line were performances: Path
akhono shesh by Amina Ahmed,
Shakoroon benu by Swapan' Dutta,
Amar milan by Shama Ali and Hey
khaniker atithi by Lily Islam.
Shandhya Bhattacharya rendered Ei
asha jaowar, while Shafiqur Rahman
performed Morey barey barey. Ayesha
Farid sang Swapan Donhe. Popular
Tagore artiste Sadi Muhammad's
rendition of Ami tho shei was a treat.
forthe audience.

Artistes of Nrittyanchal performed
* dance presentations in between the
songs. Sadi Muhammad was in
charge of music direction; Shibli
Muhammad and Shamim Ara Nipa
directed the dance presentations.

Theatre's drama voyage-5

Discussion on Roopbhan
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As part of its discussion programme
on the plays which are not fre-
quently staged these days, Theatre
(Natok Saroni) arranged a
programme onits folk- based drama
Roopbhan, recently,

After the premiere show in 1996,
Theatre staged 53 shows of the play
in different comers in Bangladesh
and in a few Bangla-speaking states
in India. Heeren De's folk-based
drama Roopbhan represents the
influence of 'fate' in human life.
Through the love story of Roopbhan
Heeren has depicted our rural life
and the mindset of the people.
Kamunuzzaman Chowdhury Runu
isthe director ofthe play.

Professor Abdullah Abu Sayeed
was the chief guest at the
programme. Jatra legend Jyotsna
Biswas, actress Kabori Sarwar,
dramatists Heeren De and music
composer Enayet E Moula Jinnah
and Abdur Rashid Khan, director
finance were the other participants
in thediscussion.

Jyotsna Biswas said, Alomoti,
Gunai Bibi, Roopbhan and others

are wonderful examples of Jhumiuir'

Jatra, a musical drama based on
performing art form, which in some
places in Bangladesh is known as
Letu Jatra. This form is known to the
urban people as 'Opera’ or 'Melo-
drama'."

Kabori Sarwar said, "I have not
seen the theatrical presentation of

Roopbhan, but saw the film. In our:
cinema, our wonderful folklore has-
not been presented adequately. We
should take initiatives for the artistic
and aesthetic presentation of our*
rich heritage."

Abdullah Abu Sayeedsaid, "In the
global world only the periect pre-
sentation of our rich culture can
create a 'positive image' of Bangla-
desh. The compositions of otir niral
bards are remarkable, High-tech
presentation of these folklores can
create a new trend. However, the.
government funds allocated for
cultureisnotadequate”

Professor Mumtazuddin Ahmed
was the moderator of the

programme,

UNESCO Cultural Award'05

The National Association of
UNESCO Club in Bangladesh has
handed the UNESCO Cultural
Award 2005 to 11 promising and
popular artistes of radio and
television. The award giving
ceremony was held at the VIP
Lounge of the National Press Club
Saturday last. The Science and ICT
Minister Abdul Moyeen Khan
handed over the awards to the

ers on the occasion.
E awardees are popular small
H—mcn actress Bijori Barkatullah and
iimaiya Shimu, Nurjahan Alim for
olk songs, dancers Mita Afrin
Badhon, Irin Parvin, Tahmina Anwar
Anika' and Aporajita’ Mustafa,
Tamanna Binte Rahman for
modeling, radio uartistc Monika
Nashat Nijhum, Masum Hossain
and Badhon Sarkar Puja for special

talent in Tagore and Nazrul songs.
Special guest of the programume,
UNESCO representative in
Bangladesh Wolfgang Vollinan, said,
"Although UNESCO's main focus is
on basic education in Bangladesh,
one of the main pfugnmmts isw, -
develop cultural activities." The
prize giving ceremony was followed
by a cultural session staged by the
artistes ofthe organisation.

UNESCO Club Cultural Aw d-2005
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* PICK OF THE DAY ’

KathaMala .

On ATN Bangla at10:40 pm
Genre: TalkShow

Host: Mostafa NuruL Islam

Collateral Damage
OnHBOat8:30pm
Genre; Action/ Adventure

Cast: Amold Schwarzenegger, John Legulzamo, John Turiurro

7:30
9:30
1145
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