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‘An o!'ﬂuf'wlﬁl the Galveston Police Department sets up barricades Saturday after an exterior wall of Yaga's {fafu
' collapsed from the effects of hurricane Rita In Galveston, Texas. Hurricane Rita gave the US Gulf Coast its second

At

ding In less than fourweeks early Saturday, wreaking havoc and floads with driving sheets of raln and threate
tié energy supplies already at crisis levels.
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Texas residents ride out
storm the hard way

REUTERS, Port Arthur

*= Hindsightwas crystal clear for Trevor

Cormier, who was among the hand-
ful of Port Arthur residents who
ignored demands to evacuate and
hunkered down through Hurricane
Rita'sviolentlandfallon Saturday.

"I scared myself to sleep,”
Cormier said as he tried to drive
backhome from a friend's house in
town, impeded by waterlogged
streets.

Rita took a damaging toll on this
seaport in Texas' southeastern-
most corner on the Gulf Coast. The
storm crumbled buildings, stripped
roofs, swamped streets and seemed
to do at least some damage to virtu-
ally every structure in town.

Officials estimated more than
90 percent of the population,
almost certainly spurred by the
horrific images out of New Orleans
of those left behind after Katrina
struck, fled to higher ground ahead
of Rita. As winds and rain contin-
ued to whip the city after daybreak,
the streets were empty except for

the hurricane's debris.

Cormier, 25, and a carload of
friends were among the few souls
visible. '

"It was terrifying," he said of his
experience at a friend's house.
"The ceiling tiles all fell down,
Sheetrock fell down, the windows
broke. (Advertising) signs were
inside the house."

A friend, Jacelyne Patrick, 22,
said a Port Arthur street sign
crashed through awindow.

Even after daybreak, when the
hurricane's destructive forces had
passednorth, Patrick said she knew
some fellow citizens were still
petrified.

"There are people that are so
scared they're still in their closets,”
she said about seven hours after
Rita's overnight landfall near the
mouth of the Sabine River separat-
ingTexas and Louisiana.

Damage was consistent across
the city. The already depressed
downtown, rife with vacant store-
fronts, had several wall collapses
and broken windows in forgotien

buildings nobody bothered to
protect againstthe elements.

The only electricity visible was
the occasionally dangerous live
power line, Natural gas leaks also
WEIE a CONCert.

Ashton Harrison, 38, rode out
the storm in nearby Reaumont for
part of the night before returmning
home to Port Arthur. He debated
with himself over whether to try to
make it to Houston, about 90 miles
west, on a half tank of gasoline,
knowing there was little fuel to be
hadin southeastTexas.

He also wondered about the
construction site near his home,
where items were leftunsecured.

"There was a Port-A-Potty back
there. [ bet it's in Louisiana now,"
hesaid.

« At the Holiday Inn on Jimmy
Johnson Boulevard, named for the

* favourite son and former Dallas

‘Cowboys coach, police and fire
officials set up a makeshift head-
quarters where they could bunk
down and be centrally located to
respond to calls,

Looters detained in
‘Texas 'Energy City’

¢ AFP, Port Arthur

. Hurricane Rita cut a path of

¢ destruction Saturday through this

. major oil refinery and chemical
processing town, downing trees
and ripping off roofs as it smashed
into the USGulf Coast.

As night fell on the stricken
town, much of Port Arthur was cut
off by waist-high floodwater with
no power. Cars lay smashed
beneath uprooted trees and the
main refinery wasoutofreach.

Authorities detained nine peo-
ple for looting and imposed a
4:00pm to 6:00am curfew to pre-
vent a crime escalation, ‘mayor
Oscar Ortiztold CNN television.

More than 100 police cars were
seen entering the town after the
storm amid warnings that troopers

. would take tough action to stop

looting.

The town of 56,000 people near

.the Texas-Louisiana border took an
almost directhit from the eye of the

storm.

"It was pretty scary,” said John
Harrison, whose woodenhome ina
poar neighbourhood was sur-

——

rounded by water and damaged in
a night of howling winds and tor-
rential rain.

"I didn't feel that running away
would change anything'but when
the roof of the garage started com-
ing off I thought it was time to go,"
hesaid.

"We won't stay next time," said
Lynne Greenwell, visibly shaken
after riding out the storm in her
small apartment, where she heard
trees crashing on her neighbour's
homes,

Thomas Washington, who lost
the roof off his house, said the
stormwas "worse than [ expected.”

Though Rita packed maximum
winds of 195km (120 miles) an hour,
Brandon Allen said: "I expected the
storm to be a heck of a lot worse.”
The 32.year-old real estate agent
was one of the few residents on the
streets as rescue workers tried to
reachisolatedhomes.

One office building was gutted
by fire during the storm as it was
out of reach of firefighters, Several
other buildings collapsed, leaving
furniture, clothes and roofing
floatingin thefloodwater.

Millions of
animals
face death in

Australia
AFP, Sydney

Millions of exotic animals -- from
camels to cane toads, horses and
foxes -- face extermination in
Australia under recommendations
bya patliamentary committee.

A population explosfon of spe-
cies introduced to this isolated
continent since European settle-
ment began more than 200 years
ago is a growing threat to agricul-
ture and native wildlife, the com-
mittee ofinquiryhas found.

"The exotic species need to be
eradicated,” committee chairman
Alby Schultz told AFP. "That's the
ﬁrstﬁnintlmake.“

Shooting anc Eﬂoisonlng would
be among methods recommended
by the committee, which has been
investigating the problem for more
than a year and will present its
report to parliament by early
November, he said. :

The Department of the
Environment lists animals of "sig-
nificantconcern” asincluding feral
camels (500,000), horses (300,000),
donlk (five million), pigs (up to
23 mmm. cane toads, European
wild rabbits, Furopean red foxes,
catsand goats.

Iraq insurgency worse
than anticipated: Blair

Labour Party opens conference

AFP, London

Prime Minister Tony Blair admitted
yesterday thatthe insurgency inlrag
was more ferocious than he had
anticipated, but insisted British
troops would remain until the job of
nation buildingwas done.

- "l didn't expect quite the same
sort of ferocity from every single

element in the Middle East that

came in and was doingtheirbest to
disrupt the political process,” Blair
sald when asked by BEC television
if he had expected the task to be so
difficult.

However, Blair said he would
have taken the same decision now
as before to join the US-led inva-
sion to'overthrow Saddam Hussein
because the future of Irag was
"crucial for otir owh Security, and}
forworld." * ’

Blair did not confirm a report in
the Observer newspaper that
Britain and the United States

would present a document to the
Iraqi parliament next month for
British troops to begin withdraw-
ingas earlyas May.

"I have not heard that,” Blair
said.

He said the report may just be
referring to long-held discussions
between the US-led coalition and
Iraqi government.about the level of
multinational troop contributions as
Iraq's own security capability grows.

"The timescale (for withdrawal)
iswhenthejobis done," Blairsaid.

He said the strategy has long
been for Britain and other coalition
partners to help Iraqi democratic
institutions develop and allow Iraq
to build up its own security forces
so"wedon'thave todoit."

He also denied. Britain had
informed fapah thitit was pulling
out, asreported inthe Observer.

"There's no arbitrary (pullout)
date being set. The allies are all in
thesameposition,” hesaid.

The Observer reported that a
blueprint to be presentetl next
month to the Iragi parliament will
“lay out a point-by-peint ‘road
map' for military disengagement
by multinational forces,” with the
first steps possibly going into effect
soonafterthe December polls.

Meanwhile, Britain's governing
Labour Party kicked off its annual
conference yesterday with everyone
wondering just how long Prime
MinisterTony Blairwillstayonthejob.

The divisive issue of Irq also
loomed large among Labour dele-
gates in Brighton, on England's
south coast, as a debate intensified
over how much longer British troops
should remaininthe country.

Sectrity was tighter than ever
in the wake of the London bomb-
ings last July, with 1,300 police
officers -- armed with unprece-
dented stop and search powers --
on duty in the otherwise laid-back
seaside town.
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Sheehan (C) walks away from the White House with civil rights leader
Reverend Jesse Jackson (R) during an anti-war rally demanding immediate
pulloutfrom Iraq on Saturday in Washington, DC.

Bombings, clashes kill
18 people in Iraq

AP, Baghdad

A suicide car bomber struck an

Interior Ministry convoy in

Baghdad yesterday, killing seven
police commandos and two civil-
ians. Earlier, a bomb mounted on a
bicycle blew apart a music store in
Hillah, south of the capital, killing
one, officials said.

In the early hours Sunday, US
and Iraqi forces clashed with gun-
men- loyal to radical Shia cleric
Muqtada al-Sadr, killing at least
eight Iraqis in an east Baghdad
slum. The clash was certain to raise
tension between US and Iraqgi
security forces and followers of al-
Sadr who is building opposition to
the country's new constitution,
which will be voted onin a national
referendumOct. 15,

The attack on the three-vehicle
convoy of commandos, also
wounded 19, including at least 11
members of the elite unit, said
Capt. Nabil Abdel-Qader.

The bombing in Hillah, a mixed

Sunni-Shia city about 100km south
of Baghdad, wounded 48 people
near the music shop, according to
Dr. Mazen Abdul-Sada of Hill
General Hospital, !

Ultraconservative religious
figures have deemed some music
on sale in the country offensive to
theirinterpretation of Islam.

The fighting in Baghdad's Sadr
City, a Shia slum in the eastern parnt
of the capital, erupted before dawn
on Sunday. Police Maj. Falah al-
Mohamadawi said a US patrol
came under fire as it entered the
district toarrest members of the al-
Mahdi Army, the miljtia loyal to al-
Sadr. He said US forces returned
fire, killing at least eight Shia gun-
men andwounding five.

Shia cleric Amer al-Hussainy, a
top al-Sadr aide in Baghdad, said,
however, that only three gunmen
were killed. The five other deaths
were civilians including a woman
Wh(? were struck by stray rounds, he
said.
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