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A python caught in Sylhet was
brought to the Wildlife Rescue
Centre at Jahanglrmagar University.

Python caught
in Sylhet
brought to JU
Wildlife Rescue
Centre

JU CORRESPONDENT

A python caught in Sylhet was
brought to Wildlife Rescue Centre
(WRC) at Jahangirnagar University
{JU) to provide it with safe natural
environment in order to protect the
threatened species,

The WRC authorities yesterday
freed the male snake called Python
Molurus in an enclosure specially
built for it, with necessary natural
components, including water,
special trees and a hiding place for
hibernation.

The huge snake was brought
from Sitesh Ranjan Zoo at
Srimongal in Sylhet on September
22. It is locally called Rock Python
and livesin hilly areas.

Workers of the Srimongal
National Te: Garden caught the
snake on September 15 and handed
itoverto thezoo.

"Such snakes eat once a week
and spend most of their lifetime in
hibernation. It lives on small mam-
mals and rodents,” said Lecturer
Md AbdulAziz,

"We will release it in its natural

JHabitat ‘when it'becamps adult,”
said Prof Md Mustafa Feroz

* man of zoology departmient.

Obituary
== Muhammad
Ghulam Pir, son

o f late
Fariduddin of

is residence
yesterclay at the
age of 74, says a
pressrelease.

Ghulam Pir, ex-chairman and
managing director of Shaw Wallace
Bangladesh Litd and director of
United Insurance Company, left
behind hiswife, oneson, one daugh-
ter and a host of relatives and admir-
erstomournhisdeath. .

He was buried at the Banani
graveyard after a namaz-e-janaza at
the Guishan Azad Mosque after Asr
prayers.

His quikhwani will be held at his
residence at Marshal Gardens,
House # 26, Rd #113, Gulshan in the
city on Septémber 28 after Maghrib

prayers.

Aminul Islam Choudhury

ATM Aminul
Islam Chou-
dhury passed
away due to
cardio-res-
piratory arrest
on September
19 at the Rush-
Copley Hospital,
Chicago, USA at the age of 67, says a
press release.

He was also suffering from lung
cancer.

Choudhury, the erstwhile direc-
tor of Crescent International Ltd.
and Sonali Jute Mills Ltd., left behind
his wife, three sonsand adaughter.

His bady will be flown to Dhaka
intheearlyhoursoftoday.

He will be buried at the Banani
graveyard after namaz-e-janaza at
the Banani Jame Masjid the same
dayafter Zohr prayers.

Naseem Zafar

' Naseem Zafar,
wife of Syed Abu
Zafar Ahmed
‘Rasul, passed
‘away due to
‘prolonged
et kidney problem
S ut the Ibne Sina
==\ Hospital in the
press release.

& uf!qulm&mtwm be held on
Wednesday after Magrib prayers at
her aiydhn i¢ at Parkside
Apattment, Plot No 29, Road No 64,
Gulshan-2inthecity.
‘Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to attend the
quikhwani and pray for salvation of
thedeparted soul,
=
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

South Asia, the home of one-fourth
population of the world, is yet to
achieve food security and ensure
nutrition for all, said the speakers at
ameeting yesterday.

The 19th meeting of the govern-
ing board of Saare Agriculture
Information Centre (Saic) began at
its headquarters at Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council
(Barc) inthe city.

Representatives from
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka are taking part in the
three-daymeet.

The speakers laid emphasis on
the exchange of data, information,
technology and new innovations in
agriculture within the member
countries to enhance farm produc-

tioninthe region.

They also stressed the need for
implementing technology-based
agriculture ‘which will be cost-
effective forthe farmers.

Inaugurating the function as
chief guest, State Minister for
Agriculture Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir called for eradication of
poverty of rural people involved in
agriculture,

Speaking as special guest,
Advisor on foreign affairs ministry
Reaz Rahman said Saic should
explore partership or collabora-
tionwith other regional and interna-
tional organisations dealing with
similar issues under their respective
mandate to share experience and
information.

Pema Lhamo, chairperson of Saic
Governing Board and programme

South Asia yet to achieve
food security

Speakers tell Saic meeting

director -of Information and
Communication Services under the
agriculture ministry of Bhutan,
chaired the inaugural function
which was addressed by Saic
Director Dr Wais Kabir and Md
Sufiur Rahman.

Ambassador of Bhutan Dasho
Jigme Tshul Thrim, Ambassador of
Nepal Bhagirath Basnet and High
Commissioner of Sri Lanka Gamini
Sarat Munasingha were present on
the occasion.

Later, Mirza Fokhrul Islam
Alamgir released a video film titled
'Tackfruit in Sri Lanka'.

Saic is the: first Saarc regional
centre established in Dhaka in 1998
to exchange a regional information
network on agriculture and allied
disciplines.
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PHOTC: STAR

President lajuddin Ahmed speaks as chief gue.';t al_tha launching ceremony of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry's (DCCI) 'Vision ~2021 for a Prosperous Bangladesh' at Bangladesh-China Friendship Conference Centre
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STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a function yesterday
called for formulation of an effective
policy and its implementation in
ordertorevive the juteindustry.
Developing diversified jute
products and promoting them in
international market are a must to
restore the past glory of jute, they

1 e ey -
Yar AT Yl - .
Ie e

said at a prize giving ceremony
organised by the Jute Diversification
Promotion Centre (JDPC).

Eight producers of diversified
jute goods won the awards. The
ceremony was held at the
Bangladesh Agricultural Research
Councilauditorium in the gity.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Textile and Jute Minister Shahjahan

UNB, Dhaka

Light to moderate rain likely

Khulnadivision till 6:00pm today.

[OmMorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at many places over Dhaka, Rajshahi,
Chittagong, Barisal and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over

Moderately heavy to heavy falls are expected at places over Dhaka,
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions during the period, Met Office said
predictingnearly unchanged day temperature over the country.

Highest temperature 35.4 degree Celsius wasrecorded yesterday at
Jessoreand lowest 23.3 degree Celsius at Sitakundu.

The sun sets in the capital at 5,51pm today and rises at 5:49am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
majoreities and towns yesterday were:

City/Mown Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Moming Evening
Dhaka a1k 26.0 B& 90
Chittagong 31.6 24.8 85 96
Rajshahi 33.8 26.1 83 83
Khulna 35.0 276 84 88
Barisal 33.6 26,7 79 B3
et 26.7 23.5 99 93
Cox's Bazar 32.2 24.6 79 80

L)

PHOTO: FOCUS BANGLA
Former secretary MA Mannan presents a bouquet to Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina when he and his wife joined the AL at a simple
caremony atthe party's Dhanmondi office In the city yesterday.

'Formulate effective policy
to revive jute industry’

Siraj called on the industrialists and
businessmen to come forward to
promote diversified jute products.

Jute goods are environment-
friendly and its widespread use will
lead ro employment generation and
povertyalleviation, hesaid.

He also said that seven jute
industries have been set up at the
initiative of JDPC and they are
exporting diversified jute products,

Minister for Science and
Information & Communication
Technology Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan,
International Jute Study Group
Secretary General AFM Sarwar
Kamal and JDPC Executive Director
ABM Abdullah also spoke while
Textile and Jute Secretary Md Abdur
Rashid Sarker presided.

AGITATION AT JU
Business admin
deptt postpones
exams

JU CORRESPONDENT

The department of business admin-
istration of Jahangirnagar
University (JU) yesterday post-
poned the first semester final
examination of 2004-2005 aca-
demic session for an indefinite
period in the wake of protests by
the students against the indecent
behaviour of a teacher of the
department.

The authorities took the deci-
sion at a meeting on September 24
a5 the students said theywould not
sit for the examinations until the
teacheris dismissed.

All academic activities of the
department came to a halt as the
students remained firm in their
stance and vowed to continue
boycotting all classes and exami-
nations until their demand is met.

Hundreds of general students
brought out a protest procession
on the campus at 11:30am yester-
dayto presshome theirdemand.

They also burnt an effigy of the
teacher, Tanvir Ahmad Siddique,
accused of indecent behaviour
with female students.

They also staged a sit-in on the
social seience premises at 1:00pm.

In a press release yesterday, the
Shikkhak Mancha, a teachers'
platform, expressed their moral
support to the students and urged
the university authorities to take
necessarystepsin this regard.

They also demanded formula-
tion ofa code of conduct forall.

Dhaka seeks
Myanmar
land for crop
cultivation

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh yesterday proposed
M: ar to lease out its unplanted
and fallow lands for commercial crop
production.

Commerce Minister Altaf Hossain
Chowdhury made the overture to his
Myanmar counterpart Tin Naing
Thein at a meeting at the commerce
ministry.

Emerging from the meeting, Altaf
told the newsmen that three issues -
commercial use of Myanmar lands,
relaxing the visa procedure and non-
conventional shipping agreement
came up fordiscussion.

The two sides agreed in principal
to relax the vish process and extend its
duration for the business people for
their uninterrupted stay in the two
countries for boosting bilateral trade,
headded. .

Altaf said the meeting also agreed
to amend the existing Coastal
Shipping Agreement to facilitate easy
and cost-effective movement of ships
between thetwo countries.

Tin Naing Thein said the discus-
sians focused on increasing the bilat-
eral trade relations between the two
friendlycountries,

Bangladesh fetched 4.18 million
US dollar through exporting different
commodities to Myanmar in 2004-
2005 fiscal year while the bills for
imports from Myanmar amounted to
32,66 million US dollar during the
same period.

Thus Dhaka's bilateral trade with
Yangon is heavly tilted in favour of
Myanmar.

Myanmar defenice
team calls on '
army chief

BODNEWS, Dhaka

The delegation of Myanmar Armed

Forces led by General Thura Shwe

Mann paid a courtesy call on Chief of

Army Staff Lieutenant General

g'lnecn U Ahmed at his office yester-
ay.

General Moeen welcomed
Generdl Thura Shwe Mannand other
members of the delegation in
Bangladesh. They discussed matters
of professional interest, an ISPR press
release said.

Besides, possibility of enhance-
ment of cooperation in military
tmaining - between the two friendly
countrieswasalso discussesh. 4

Foskett new
Australian envoy
to Bangladesh

BDNEWS, Phaka

......

Australia has appointed Douglas
Foskett as new High Commissioner
toBangladesh.

He will rep Lorraine Barker,
who has been Hi mmissioner
since November 200

Foskett is expected td take up his
assignment in December, says a
pressrelease.

Earlier, he served in Australian
missions in Myanmar, Indonesia,
NewZealand and Port Louis.

Two robbed of
Tk 50,000 and
gold ornaments
DMCH CORRESPONDENT

Two of gangs robbed a trader
and a woman of Tk 50,000 and gold
amaments after making them uncon-
scious in separate incidents in the city
yesterday.

Mohammad Badal, 30, a
readymade garment tader, was travels
ling from Tongi to Gulistan in a bus
when a gang made him unconscious
and tookaway Tk 50,000 from him.

A rickshawpuller mshed Badal to
Dhaka Medical College Hospitall
(DMCH)atnoon, source said.

“I found myself lying on the floor at
the hospital when I regained my con-
sciousness,” Badal told reporters.
"After a while, it all became clear thatl
wasrobbed."

In the other incident, two youths
pressed a piece of cloth on the face of
Jahanara Begum, 55, & housewife, at
Town Hall in Mohammadpur area,

herunconscious.

Then they took away her gold

MAments. L
Local people rushed the woman to
the DMCEL

(1]

Wasa realises
Tk 9.94 lakh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A mobile court of Dhaka Water and
Sewerage Authority (Wasa) inadrive
yesterday realised about Tk 10 lakh
from bill a defaulter and snapped
several connections for not paying
thearrearsinthecity.

The court led by Wasa Mnﬁilstrate
Kazi Wasiuddin went to e an
arrears of Tk 9.94 lakh from a house
at Moneshwar Road in Jigatola. The
owner of the house instantly gave a
cheque forTk9.94 lakh to the court.

The court snapped the connec-
tion of a public toilet at New Market
in the city for not paying an arrear
billof Tk 44 lakh.

Besides, the mobile court
snapped four connections, two at
Shatmasjid Road and two others in
Mohammadpur Town Hall area.

Permanent Pay Commission

under consideration
PM tells govt officials

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday
urged the government officials to play
amore

responsible role for achieving the
desired national progress.

Listing various meastires for protect-
ing the interest of the officers and
employeesoftherepublic, shesald more
couldbe done for theirwelfaneifthe base
of could be made stronger
through combinedeffortsofall

"Formation of a permanent Pay
Commission is under active consider-
ation of the government,” she told the

on.

She asked them to take pragmatic
financial and social development
programmes and ensure their timely
implementation.

She was speaking at a function
marking the installation of the execu-
tive committee of the Officers’ Club
and inauguration of a newly built

auditorium of the club at Bailey Road
inthecity.

Referring to her government's
achlevements in various fields,
Khaleda thanked the officials for their
contributions towands the successes.

She also expressed her gratitude to
the people for demonstrating their
massive confidenee in theminthe last
general election and their full cooper-
ation in implergenting development
programmes.

"Thirty-four years have gone by
sincewe haveachieved ourindepend-
ence, but we could not yet attain
progressup to the desired level. So, itis
necessary (o take up suitable and
pragmatic finaneial and social devel-
opment programmes and ensure
their proper implementation,” she
said.

She said the officials will have to
work in close cooperation with the
people, giving priority to their well-
being.

Khaleda proposed to observe a
"Senior Citizens' Day" on a particular
day of the year to pay respect to the
elderly retired officials as well as to
build a link between the old and the
newofficials.

She sald on the Citizens' Day a
reception can be arranged in honour
of the senior citizens at the Officers'
Clubs in the city and elsewhere in the
country.

She said whatever the country has
achieved so far the elderly retired
officials have hadimportant contribu-
tions to that and "It's our duty to do
somethingfor them inretum.”

Cabinet Secretary Dr Saadat
Hussain, who is also Chairman of the
Officers' Club, presided.

Newly elected general secretary of
the club Mohammad Shajahan
Majumdaralso spokeon theoceasion.

Earlier, the Prime Minister
unveiled the plaque of the newly built
commonauditorium Bhabar.

SANITATION FOR ALL BY 2010

Ghuridah a model for achieving target

ABDUL JALIL BHUYIAN, back from
Gaibandha

When the sanitation situation across
the country, including rural and
urban areas, Is grim, a remaote union
in Shaghata upazila under
Gaibandha district achieved 100
percent sanitation coverage well
ahead of the government target of
2010.

Like other parts of rural
Bangladesh, the people of Ghuridah
Union once resorted (o using unhy-
gienic water for all aspects of life,
including washing, drinking and
cooking. Such practices were
responsible for spreading endemic
diseases like diarthoea, dysentery
andhookworm.

Now, the people of the union
have become aware of basic per-
sonal hygiene, thanks to three NGOs
- Gram Unnayan Parishad (GUP),
Unnayan Shahojogy Team (UST)
and Udayan Swabolombi Sangstha
(USS). They now wash their hands
with soaps after using toilets. The
pooruseashes orearthasalierative
10S0aps. '

"Earlier, we left excretain open
spaces, which posed various health
hazards. Now we dump those under
earth,” says Hafizur Rahman, a van
driver of village Jhara Barsha. "Al-
though we knew that open defeca-
tion was a unhygienic practice, we
didnotcare."

Sudhanya Chandrma Das and
Niranjan Chandra Das of Daspara
expressed the same views. They said
that they now can work for more

time as diseases have reduced fol-
lowing the improvement of sanita-
tionsituation.

Kajoli, 9, was not used to wearing
slippers and even she was not aware
of the importance of washing hands
afterusingtoilets.

The girl is now aware of personal
hygiene as she has leamt about
cleanliness from her school where
the NGO workers with the support
from the local government division
conductawareness campaign.

She said, "I wash my hands with
soap before eating foods and, of
course, after using toilet." "Some-
times, 1 use ashes and earth as my
parents can'talways afford soap.”

Earlier, only the well-off families
can afford sanitary latrines but now
every family has access to sanitary
facilities, said Sarala Bala, 60, of
Daspara.

Mosammat Nazma Begum,
president of Ghuridah Union Gram
Unnayan Parishad, sald "We under-
took the awareness programme in

the union to achieve the targetof 100
percent sanitation forallby 2010,

» "First, we ‘briefed the' village
heads .about the advantages  and |
disadvantages of the sanitation, she
said. Later, we included UST activ-
ists, UP members and members of
Ansar, VDP and police in our cam-
paign to motivate the people about
sanitation,” she said. "We also faced
many problems during our cam-

gL

Shaghata upazila nirbahi officer
and local union parishad chairman
also extended their cooperation in

PHOTO: STAR
Aweeklong China-Bangladesh Friendship Photography Exhibition bagan at
the Poet Sufia Kamal auditorium at the National Museum in the city yester-
day. The Chinese Embassy and Bangladesh-China Friendship Association
arranged the exhibition.

Seminar on Islam

Deparimant of World Religions, Dhaka
University, will hold a seminar on 'lslam
in North Amarica' with renowned Islamic
scholar Imam Yahya M Hendi, Head of
Islamic Sociaty of Frederick, Maryland,
USA, as keynote speaker. Venus:
Departmental seminar room. Time:
2:00pm.

Discussion

Jatiya Protibandhi Forumand Handicap
International jointly organise a
discussion on a research paper litled
'Access of disabled people In
Bangladesh'. Venue: Russian Cultural
Cantre, Dhanmondi. Tima: 4:00pm.

Meeting

Aashiqeen-g-Awlia Oikya Parishad
Bangladesh, an organisation for the
lovers of saints, will hold a meeting
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protesting administralive consiraints
and propagation against spiritual songs
and urs programme and demanding
Implementation of High Court verdict
regarding Indiscriminale [ssuing of
Falwa (religious ruling). Venue:
National Press Club. Time: 3:00pm.

(General meeting

Sylhet Bibhag Unnoyon Chatlra
Parishad will hold ils biennial general
meeling and congress 2005, Venue:
Central office, Nayapaltan. Time:
3:00pm.

Rotary

The Installation ceremony of Rotary
Club of Dhaka South will ba held with
Chief Justice JR Mudassir Husaln as
chief quest. Venua: Bangladesh China
Moiti Sommelon Kendro. Time:
7.00pm.

o
thisregard,sheadded. | ©  ° '*
Md Nizam Uddin, project man- 4
ager of Unnayan Shahojugl Team |
(UST), sald "We stafted sanitation
activities at the villages of Jhara
Barsha and Chinir Patal in October |
2003 under the project titled ‘Ad- §
vancing Sustainable Environmental |
Health Programme (ASEH)' in
eooperationwith theWarer Aid." i
"Actially, we began ot activities '
at Ghuridah Union in 1988 under a ;
coordinated programme, including ©
Rural Health Development,” he
added. '
"Weare implementing the ASEH |
through an organisation of disad- .
vantaged women, popularly known |
as Gram Unnayan Parishad led by
Mosammat Nazma "he told
journalistsata briefing at the Samaj
Kalyan Sangstha (SKS) conference
roomat ShaghataonSeptember23.
Nizamsaid, "The main objective
of the programme was to empawer |
the women, alleviate poverty and -
hring changes to the attitude
ruegu{‘mlm sufe water and sanita- .
on

UST Chairman. Hamidul Hug,
Azhar Ali of Water Ald and Shah Md
Anwar Kamal also spoke at the
briefing.

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Selima Rahman formally
declared the Ghuridah Union as
100 percent sanitised union’ on
July5. \
Begum Rawshan Ershad, local
lawmaker from the Jatiya Party; said
everything is possible if people
involve themselvesin anyac ;

Husband beats
wife to death
at Uttara

DMCH CORRESPONDENT

Aman beat his wife Il:z'tﬁ_ﬁ!h at Uttar
Adabar in the capital yesterday
wh!lefeudlngnuuraﬂ'lﬂir@gﬂen

Monjuara Begum, 30, Wife ‘of
rickshaw-puller Sheikh Dabir
Uddin, died of Inm*hal'hﬂn:ﬂr-
rhage in the abdomen, & Dha
Medical College Hospital (DMCE)
morgue source said after the
autopsy. e, =]

Neighbours said Monjusia and
Dabir began a quarrel over food at
11:30pm’ on Saturday. The feud
escalated and Dabir beat her up
severely and she died on the Spot at
12:15am yesterday, the nejghbours
added. P

The news of Monjuara's death
spread out and locals rushed to the
spotand caught Dabir. They handed
him oyer to the police and a murder
casewns filed with the Adabaz Police
Station. }

Arrest of : '
OC Rafig
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL),
student front of the Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), formed a
human chain in front of the High
Court yesterday demanding imme-
diate arrest of OC Rafiqul Islam of
Motijhel Police Station, the main
accused in Momin murder case.

Kamrul Islam Momin, a student
of Mirpur Commerce College, was
shot dead in the city on September
13 overaland dispute.

The BCL also demanded arrest
the other accused involved in the
murder. s

Meanwhile, the family members
of Momin yesterday demanded a
judicial inquiry into theincident.

They also wondered why no
action was taken against OC Rafiq

yet. .

Sources said OC Rafiq came [0
High Court yesterday in connection
with a hearing for an anticipatory

bail.
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