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Fraud grips security

N ) ® '
printing press
It owns no hot stamping machine, but
pays for it every year

The state-run Security Printing
Corporation (Bangladesh) Ltd
(SPCBL) has been trapped in fraud-
ulent practices in the supply of
holographic cigarette stamps, the
single largest source of government
revenue

Since the introduction of holo-
graphic foils in cigarette stamps in
2000-01, government's revenue
from tobacco sector rose to Tk 3,300
crore a year from Tk 700 crore. But
instead of procuring two hot stamp-

ing machines required for the job,
the SPCBLis spending crores of taka
on these machines every year to get
the job done by private parties.

Officials said the SPCBL pays the
machines' costs each time to private
parties who supply the holographic
foils. Each year the tender winners
bring brand new hot stamping
machines on 'import and re-export’
basis,

But on receipt of the work order
in the latest case, Ahead
Optoelectronics of Taiwan and its
local agent Hologram Bangladesh

Ltd (HBL) virtually held the SPCBL
hostage by not importing new
machines as required by the tender.
They rather forced the SPCBL to

allow them to reuse the old

machines in February this year
when any supply crises of holo-
graphic foils would have caused a |
huge revenue loss to the National |
Board of Revenue (NBR).

Instead of importing and install-
ing new machines on the SPCBL
compound in Gazipur, Ahead and
HBL made a cunning move and

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

JCD men assault
5 ex-provosts of

Jagannath Hall

Du CORRESPONDENT

A group of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) activists of Dhaka University
(DU) Jagannath Hall unit assaulted
five former provosts of the hall
yesterday,

Led by JCD Jagannath Hall unit
Vice-President Kirit Majumder and
Organising Secretary Mintu Basu,
the JCD men ransacked the hall's TV
roomns and assaulted employees and
the guests attending a reception
programme at the hall as the JCD
men were not invited to the
programime,

The reception was accorded by

- the Employees' Welfare Association

of the hall to former hall provosts Dr

Hiranmoy Sengupta, Dr Ajoy Kumar
Roy, DrLalito Mohon ath, Dr Paresh
Ghandra Mandol and Prof Jagadish
Chandra Majumder atid the employ-
ecsmhnhavcrcrimd gently,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

HURRICANE LOSES STEAM AFTER HITTING LAND

Rita pounds Gulf Coast,
triggers tloods, fires

AFP, Beaumont .

Hurricane Rita gave the US Guif
Coast its second pounding in four !
weeks yesterday, felling power lines
and triggering fires and floods, but
apparently sparing the region a
feared knockout blow after
Hurricane Katrina,

Yet as Rita lost steam after hitting
land before dawn, a storm of criti-
cism gathered over the messy evag-
uation of nearly three million peo-
ple that highlighted lingering weak-
nesses in the US response to disas-
Lers.

Rita rammed the coasts of Texas
and Louisiana bristling withwital oil

.

and chemical installations at 3:39
am (0739 GMT), unleashing a fear-
some torrent of rain and winds
howling at 195 kilometers perhour.
But within seven hours it had
faded from a dangerous category
three to a minimal category one on
the Saffir-Simpson scale, leaving the
cities of Houston and battered New
Orleans largelyunscathed and other
commitnities counting their bless-
ings.
* "I expected the storm to be a
heck of a lot worse,” Brandon Allen,
32, a realtor in Port Arthur, said after
surveying the damage in this coastal
inleteityin anall-terrain vehicle.
Louisiana officials reported no

deaths or injuries from Rita. No new
casualties were reported in Texas
beyond 24 elderly peoplekilledin an
explotion aboard a fleeing bus
Friday and an aged woman who
succumbed to heatexhaustion.

But Rita still produced scenes of
mayhem along a stretch of the
southern US coastwearyand blood-
ied by Katrina's fury last month that
left at least 1,075 people dead and
hundreds of thousandshomeless.

Street signs, roofing, and other
debris careened through the air and
windows were smashed. Deluged
streets were littered with downed
powerlines and traffic lights and

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Bhuiyan suggests
death penalty for

loan defaulters
BDNEWS, Dhaka

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
saidtheloan defaulters who plunder
people's moneyandresortto money
laundering should be punished with
death penalty.

‘The minister, also secretary
general of the ruling BNB advocated
enactment of tough laws to deal
withsuch elements.

Bhuiyan said 'this while address-
ing the installation ceremony of the
Collective Bargaining Agent (CBA)
ofjanata Bankin the capital,

The minister favoured state-
owned banking system, saying that
despite all limitations, the state-
owned banking system continued to
contribute to the development|of
the agriculture and industrial s!ec
tors, !

He, however, agrecd with [he

SEE PAGE 15 cql. 8

Dinajpur BNP
leaderdiesin
mob beating

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Diniajpur

A BNP leader of Ghoraghat upazila
unit was lynched by a mob at
Guagachhivillage earlyyesterday.
Witnesses said 15 to 20 armed
youths came to Guagachhi village of
the upazila at about 1:30am. They
claimed themselves as members of

the BNP Ghoraghat unit and

stormedinto somehouses,

As they started looting valuables
from the houses, some of the
inmates tactfully came out of their
houses and cried for help.

At this, other villagers rushed to

« thespotand surrounded the youths.
They caught three of the gang,
including Sarwar Hossain and Shah
Alam, president and secretary of

~ BNP Ghoraghat unit.

/. They (villagers) beat up the three |

severely, resulting in the death of
Shah Alam om the spot. Later, the

Rain paralyses Ctg,
lightning kills 8

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Gty

At least eight people were Killed by
lightning while torrential rain

accompanied by gusty winds yester-

day paralysed the port city with
many of its areas including the city
centrereelingunderwater.

Rain poured down on the city
and adjoining areas incessantly for
about six hours, starting from
4;30am. During the time, three
people were injured in a wall col-
lapse.

The unrelenting downpour
inundated almost half of the city
area and caused severe waterlogg-
ing, sending the city streets, in some
cases, underwaist-deep water.

Patenga Met office recorded a
rainfall of 172 mm in the last 24
hotirs ending at 3:00pm yesterday.
But the downpour resulting from

wentontill 10:30pm, sources said.

Four people including a woman
died when they were struck by
lightning at two fishermen's villages
under the coastal upazila of
Sitakunda yesterday morning.

Of them, Sonabanshi Jalodas, 58,
and Nepal Jalodas, 30, were killed by
Dakshin Silimpur while Nepal
Jalodas, 40, of Patiya upazila, and
Arati Bala, in Bhatiary area.

One youth identified as Abdul
Mannan, 30, was killed in lightning
while working in his yard at
Hazipara under the city's Bayezid
thana thesame morning.

Three others were killed by light-
ning as they were crossing the tiver
Karnaphuli between Char
Patharghata under Karhaphuli
thana and Bridgeghata under
Kotwalithanainthecity.

However, the reason for death of

e,
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Rickshaws slug through water as the road leading to Prabartak Intersection in Chittagong lies under knee-deep water yesterday, right, the rubble of an under-construction building's w&li that cnl-

Where Asian workers face | reshagitation Thousands join anti-war E{ﬁf@%ﬁaﬂ:
" -7 in Rajshahi, AU
harsh realities mmiwasy . (TNATch M US, Europe - e

AFP, Dibai
Under a blistering sun, a Pakistani

worker covered in dust peers at a-

lwaurious tower block rising from
the desert sands of Dubai, an eldo-
rado for expatriates which can tum
into a life of misery fur Asian labor-
ers.

The manwas among hundreds of
Asian workers who demonstrated
on Monday to protest over months
of unpaid wages, highlighting the
plight of low-paid expatriate labor-
ers in the oil-rich Gulf region.

Hundreds of thousands of Asians
work on scores of mega projects
across the wealthy emirate of Dubai,
often living in dire conditions and
toiling long hours in temperatiires
as high as 50 degrees Celsius (122
Fahrenheit).

"I haven't even been able to eamn

half of what I paid to come here,"
said' the bearded man in blue
worker's overalls who asked nct 10
givehisname.

"The agency which hired me lied
~- like all of them operating in Asian
countries, They advertised Dubai as
a place with high salaries and ideal
living conditions,” he said bitterly.

The worker said he paid 13,000
dirhams (3,500 dollars) to the
agency which hired him for his
current job in Dubai. "I even had to
sell some of my belongings-and the
jeweltyofmy mother.”

He earns 750 dirhams (about 200
dollars) a month and works 11 hours
per day fixing air-conditioning
systems in ultta-humid Dubai, one
of seven emirates making up the
United Arab Emirates.

The Pakistani lives with several
other roommates in a small, pre-

fabricated shack in a camp housing
thousands of Asian workers with
similar stories.

With its sights set on becoming
the region's main buysiness and
tourism hub, Dubai is in the throes
of a construction frenzy, with
resorts, malls, sports installations
and residential complexes sprout-
ingupacrossits sands.

Expatriates arewidelybelievedto
make up about 80 percent of the
emirate's population which
exceeded one million residents
carlicr this year, with Asians making
up the majority of foreigners.

Hundreds of Asian workers --
mostly from India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh -- marched out of the site
of the huge Palm Island project for
the protest, ina street action which is
highlyunusual in the region.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

STAFF CORRESPOﬁDm, Rajshahi

A fresh agitation programme was
launched in Rajshahi city yesterday
demanding fair trial of nine-year-
old schoolgirl Mili rape and murder
case,

The residents of the city, led by
the newly formed movement coun-
cil for justice to murders, staged
demonstrations and formed a
human chain at zero point in the
afternoon, blocking the road for an
hour,

They will enforce a dawn-to-
dusk hartal in the city today and
student strike at all educational
institutions tomorrow.

The agitating people also held a
rally at the zero point. Chaired by
Mili's mother Hasina Begum, the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

AP, Washington

Opponents of the war in Iraq rallied
by the thousands yesterday to
demand the return of US troops,
staging a day of protest, song and
remembrance of the dead in
marches through Washington and
othercities in the US and Europe.

More than 2,000 people gathered
on the Ellipse hours before the
showcase demonstration past the
White House, the first wave of what
organizers said would be the largest
Washington rally since the war
began. President Bush himself was
otit of town, monitoring hurricane
recovery efforts from Colorado and
Texas,

"We have to get involved," said
Erika McCroskey, 27, who came

from Des Moines, Iowa, with her
younger sister and mother for her
first demonstration, travelling in
just one of the buses that poured
into the capital from far-flung
places.

"Bush Lied, Thousands Died,"
said one sign. "End the
Ocoupation, ' said another,’

While united against the war,
political beliefs varied in the
Washington crowd. Paul Rutherford,
60, of Vandalia, Mich., said he is a
Republican who supported Bush in
the last election and still does
except for the war

"President Bush needs to admlt

' he made a mistake in the war and

bring the troops home, and let's
move on," he said, His wife, Judy, 58,

called the remowval of Saddam

Hussein "a noble mission” but said
US troops should have left when
claims that Iraq possessed weapons
of mass destruction proved
unfounded.

"We found that there were none
and yetwe still stay there and inno-
cent people are dying daily," she
said.

A crowd in London, estimated by
police at 10,000, marched in support
of withdrawing British troops from
Irag. Violent clashes between insuir-
gents and British troops in the
southern Iraq city of Basra in recent

days highlighted the need to getout,

protesters said,

"Enough is enough,” said
Lindsey German, an official of the
Stop the War Coalition, which orga

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

DMCH COR.RESPONDENT

Criminals gouged ’uutﬂm eyes and
cut private parts of an man
before killing him while & mugger
died, allegedly of 10m1ro in po']ll.':e
custodyin the capital ye

Locals found the body bf a 75-
year-old unknown man near a
rickshaw garage at Balurmath area
in Pallabiyesterday mo:

A policeman of Pallabi Police
Station who recovered the body said
the man was stabbed indiscrimi-
nately and excessive bleeding might
have caused his death.

“The unknown killers gouged
one of his eyes out and ll:iamed the
other, they also cut is private
parts,” the policemansaid.

Locals said the killers dumpcd
the bokr:fv in the area on Friday ni l
after killing him somewhere els

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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The street approaching Mouchak intersection in the capital is clogged with traffic even on the weekend after heavy
rain yestarda)rmnming caused severe waterlogging.

POLICE REPORT

Closed OC, family
of Momin had
property dispute

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A police report on Friday admitted
dispute between the closed officer-
in-charge (OC) of Motijheel Police
Station and the family of the slain
Mirpur Commerce College student
KamrulIslam Momin.

The one-member probe body in
its report submitted to the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) com-
missioner however says the feud
over property does notclarify the OC
wasinvolvedinthe killing.

Kammul was gunned down in
front of their Ibrahimpur house on
September 13. His family rejected
the report terming it 'confusing' and

tentionally made to save the OC'.

DMP Commissioner SM
Mizanur Rahman on September 16
asked Additional Commissioner
Farug Ahmed to report on the OC's
alleged link to the murder.

The report shows four probable

reasons behind the killing. It has
admitted the feud, but said further
investigation is required in this
regard.

The report also mentioned local
Taaj group was furious at Ihe{' amily
for refusing to give them a toll of Tk 5
lakh.

The family had ‘turned Panu
Hcmr]adar, Taaj's accomplice, in to
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) thatled

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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