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A photograph by Shehzad Noorani
KARIM WAHEED

E all agree a pictire is
worth a thousand words.
In fact, images or photo-

across borders.

‘The exhibition was inaugurated
by eminent economist Professor
Muzaffer Ahmed, trustee, Transpar-
ency International Bangladesh on

. One of Ziyo Gafic's works

When camera is the narrator
Tales from a, Globalising World
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Noorani, Ziyo Gafic, Tim Hethering-
ton, Bertienvan Margm, Philip Jones
Griffiths ahd Akinbode Akinbivi.
The exhibition begins with an
exploratory trip thraugh the urban

railway station. The caption reads:
"My mother left us here two days’

ago. I ate a piece of bread yesterday
morning. I'mvery hungryandcold. 1
don't know when my mother will

Dircusrion and. J&[fg

SM Solaiman remembered
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September 22 is the fourth death
anniversary of theatre personality
SM Solaiman. In commemoration,
Theatre Art Unit arranged a discus-
sion programme at Mahila Samity
Stage on September 23,

Presided over by Rokeya Rafig
Bahy-- thechiefofthe theatre troupe--
theatre personality Mamunur Rashid,
Professor Syed Jamil Ahmed, Dr
Biplab Bala and Azad Abul Kalam held
discussions onthe programme.

SM Solaiman was the founder of
many theatre groups of the country
suchas Padatik, Dhaka Padatik, Thea-
tre Art Unit and others. Elected twice
as the general secretary of the Bangla-
desh Group Theatre' Federation,
Solaiman played a vital role in the
cultural field. He was the dramatist of
30 stage plays. The successful stage

play director created a new trend in
theatre-- presenting plays through
music and dance compositions. His
‘plays like Ingit, B Deshe Ei Beshe,
Inspector General, Court Martial,
Golapjan and others have received a
warm response. He was also the
founder member of Sammilto
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tL~R} Prof Syed Jamil Ahmed, Dr Biplab Bala, Azad Abul Kalam,Mamunur Rashid

and Rokeya Rafig Baby at the event

ever, their approach is different. I
have learnt a lot from Solaiman,
however Mamunur Rashid and 1
don't always see eye to eye, Accord-
ing to Peter Brook's 'Rough Theatre'

sald, "To encourage theatre activ-
ists, this year we have introduced a
scholarship in memoriam of JSM
Solaiman. In future, we have p

to give afellowship."
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Geographic, Another apt example is
a photograph of crying Vietnamese
children running from napalm
bombs being exploded in the back-
ground: an image that continues to
hauntgenerationsworldwide.

The photographs on display at
the exhibition titled Tules from a
Globalising World, being held at Drik
Gallery, Dhanmondi, have remark-
able stories to tell. But they are all
part of a theme: The constructive
and' destructive forces that shape
the world today. It also brings to light
how our lives have been changed by
the emergence of a flow in which
people, goods, money, technology
and often illicit materials circu]ate

'yearcelebmdon

The project, Tales from a
Globalising World is an initiative
launched in 2002 by the Swiss
Agency for Development and Coop-
eration (SDC). As part of the Swiss
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, SDC
focuses on humanitarian aid and
cooperation of developing coun-
tries.

Swiss photographer Daniel
Schwartz, also the curator/producer
of SDC, commissioned 10 photogra-
phers from different countries to
illustrate selected aspects of
globalisation in Asia, North Amer-
ica, Africa, Europe and Latin Amei-
ica. The photographers are: Andreas
Seibert, Thomas Kern, Cristina Nufi
ez, Stephen Vanfleteren, Shehzad

the shadowy aspect that coexists
with the glamorous fashion arena in
Milanand Naples.

Bangladeshi photographer,
Shehzad Noorani's photographs
follow the lives of the underprivi-
leged, struggling to survive in Nepal,
India and Bangladesh. The subject
of one of his black and white photo-
‘graphsis an HIV positive sex worker,
sitting on a pushcart outside a
brothel in Mumbai. The caption
reads: "I'mno oneyouwant toknow.
Idon'thave aname any more, I have
been thrown out of the brothel: Tam
too sick and people are afraid of me.
1 just sleep here awaiting my death.”
Another photograph shows a trau-
matised young girl, Nusrat with her
brother sleeping next to her at a

ing-up of Vietnam. Incidentally,
Griffith's Vietnam Inc. was instru-
mental in mobilising western opin-
ion against American involvement
intheVietnamWar.

Akinbode Akinbiyi, a Nigerian
living in Berlin, rounds off the exhi-
bition with an assemblage of works
on primitive African religions
which, lhmugh the transatlantic
slave trade in an earlier phase of
globalisation, spread all the way
from Nigeria to Brazil, where they
are practised to this day with undi-
minished vigour.

After Dhaka, the exh]bmon will
tour Cracow, Vienna, Cairo,
Brussels, Strasbourg, H.ornc_a.nd New
York. The exhibition at Drik Gallery
will remain open till November30.

Hassan Azzzul Haque honoured

NOVERA DEEPITA

The Centre for Bangladesh Culture
organised a reception for the cele-
brated author Hassan Azizul Haque
at the VIP Lounge of the National
Press Club Fridaylast. The chairper-
son of the programme, Professor
Khan Sarwar Murshid, handed overa
crestto the authoron the occasion.
Eminent and popular literary
personalities spoke on the life and
literary works of Hassan Azizul
Haque. Born in 1939 in Bardwan of
West Bengal, Haque was associated
with the Rajshahi University for 31
long years. Among his acclaimed

books Shamudrer Swapng Shiter:

Aronya, Atmaja O Ekti Karobi Gachh,
Jibon Ghoshey Agun, Nambhin

TV GUIDE

questions the disorders, inconsisten-
cies and injustices of the society. He
doesn't adopt an ostrich approach.
He makes people think about the
problems that we usually overlook or
avoid."

Shahadat Hossain Neepu read
from his book Shoniro Shetu while
popular actor Khayrul Alam Shabuj
read from the story Khancha. Popu-
lar author Selina Hossain said, "It is
an established fact that Hassan
Azizul Haque, the successor of
eminentwritersof Bengal, including
Syed Waliullah, Shawkat Osman and

Syed Shamsul Haque, is one of the
-'E most powerful writers of Bangla
gl1teratum The most extraordinary
gfcalures of his write ups are the

brilliant selection of topics, creative

Biplab Bala said, "He was the repre-
sentative of 'youth'in our theatre."
Professor Syed Jamil Ahmed said,
"In a third world country like Ban-
gladesh, only two playwrights--SM
Solaiman and Mamunur Rashid
successfully represent political
consciousness in their plays, how-

Mamunur Rashid said, "It is not
the person but his/her achieve-
ments that keep one alive.
Solaiman lives through his plays.
We still find his influence on the
music compositions of our thea-
tre.”

Chairperson Rokeya Rafig Baby

After the discussion, activists of
Theatre Art Unit presented drama-
songs written and composed by
SM Solaiman: M Bari was the host
of the programme.

Later, Dhaka Padatik staged
Ingit, a popular play written and
directed by SM Solaiman,

Children's Theatre Festival '05

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A three-day children's theatre festi-
val titled Stop Violence Against
Children, jointly arranged by a
children media group Ichchey and

A view of a play held at the open stage

culturalissues in the country.

The festival also included a dis-
cussion session. In his speech,
Professor Shahidul Islam (MP)
chairperson: of the Parliamentary

. Standing Committee for Cultural

towards injustice. School atten-
dance is compiilsory and free in our
country, but working children
mostly drop out after five years. We
are trying to provide rural and work-
ing children with access to educa-
tion, health faciliies and other
services. The aim is to develop chil-

dren's self-confidence, self-esteem
and their skills in communicating
and negotiating as 4 means of gain-

~ ingtheirrights.”

The programme officer of the
Save the Children Sweden-
Denmark, Shamsul Alam stated, "All
people are equal, children have
special rights, everyone has a

responsibility but the government
has a special obligation. We infiu-

; ence public opinion and support

children at risk. We arouse public
opinion and spread knowledge
about children's needs and rights.
Our vision is a world in which all
children's rights are fulilled."
Theatre groups, consisting of
working children from different
organisations like BPE Ain O Shalish
Kendra, BITA, Jinuk Mala,
Agnikontho, Bhorer-Alo, Nari May-
tree, Children Forum, CSID,

Gotrohin, Pataley Haspatley, Football (L.« language and progressiveideology.” | Savethe Children Sweden-Denmark ~ Affairs, said, "Theatre plays an  INCIDIN, CPD, UCEP, SUF and
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1967, Bangla Academy Literature Literature Award 1988 and Ekushey  Siddiqui said, "Hassan Azizul Haque ~ Anisu-zzaman, Fazle Hossain, | festival, held in the premises of the  incongruities prevalent and prac-  awarenessissuesfor the children.
Award 1970, Lekhok Shibir Puroshkar ~ Padak for his immense contribution  deals with the darker sides of the Shawkat Ali and Mahmud Shah | Rabindra Sarabarin Dhanmondi, 15  ticed in different forms. The objec- The festival will have presented a
1973, Alaol Puroshkar 1983, Alokto  toBanglaliterature. human mind and the shadowy sides  Koreishi were also present on the | organisations will' present plays, tiveisto bring forth unjust practices tuta_l of_is plays, when it ends today,
Shahitya Puroshkar 1981, Agrani After the welcome speech by Ata of the society in his literature, He  occasion. focusing on the existing socio- ofallsorts and society's indifference.  beginning at4:00pm everyday.
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