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Bangladmbng with fellow
Muslim countries observes the
an{cf Islamic Conference

(OIC) Daytoday.

The OIC was formed in 1969 in

lheMnmmnmpimlof Rabat.
Inamessage yes ,tetdny. President
Iajuddin, Almed felicitated the
Islamic Ummah around the world
onthe occasionofthe OIC Day.

The president said the observa-
tion of this day bears special signifi-
cance for the Islamic Ummah as it
provides us with an opportunity to
dedicate our faith in the strength
andunityofthe Ummah.

Describing Islam as a religion of
peace, solidarity and tolerance, he
said we must not allow this to be
arnished by extremism. "We, the
Islamic Ummah, should work
together for reinvigorating the spirit
ofIslam," he said.

In another message, Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia reiterated
Bangladesh’s firm commitmentand
resolve to work unitedly within the
framework of the OIC to fulfil the
aspirationsofthe slamic Ummah.

¢ "This is high time that the
Ummah coordinate its activities
under the umbrella of the OIC and
usetheao tion as a conduit for
« advancing its political and eco-
nomicagenda,” shesaid.
I\ "The Ummah is now passing
| through difficult times. [slam is
| under attack despite its enduring
| message of peace and justice. Many
| Muslim communities around the
world havé became victims of politi-
{ gal, economicand cultural diserimi-
- nation,"sheobserved.

Ghma—Bangladesh
- photo exhibition
' begins today

| BSS, Dhaka

I A weeklong China-Bangladesh

+ Friendship Photographic Exhibition

| and Chinese Film Show begins in

| Poet Sufia Kamal Auditorium of the

| National Museumin the city today,

I The Chinese Embassy and
{ Bangladesh-China Friendship
Assoclatlnn are jointly organising

Bnngladesh China Friendship
Association, and Chinese

pﬂ‘].-B photographic exhibition and
! film show to'celebrate the 30th

- anniversary of the establishment of
dlplcmnﬁcmlntlumhetmen(hina
Hntl -Fn.mily Welfare
E HJ! Mosharmaf
I presidentof

| Ambassador Chai Xi will inaugurate
i the photographic exhibition and
L filmshowat11.30am.
Mare than 150 photographs will
" be displayed at the photographic
| exhibition, a press release said.
¢ Six feature films and six docu-
. mentary Almswillbescreened at the
filmshow.
©  The photographic exhibition will
remain open to the public from 10
am to 6pm except Friday at the
Nat.ional Museum Gallery From
2pmto Bpmon Saturday.

RU students
nﬁsbet;ave
with teacher

RU CORRESPONDENT

The outgoing students of Shaheed
Zialur Rahman Hall of Rajshahi
University (RU) yesterday misbe-
haved with an assistant proctor and
beat up a general student when they
brought out & rally to say farewell to
the campus.

Sources said, thestudents misbe-
haved with assistant proctor
Mokhlesur Rahman of pharmacy
department as he rebuked some of
them for uttering slang words from
therally towardsafemalestudent.

They also beat up Ismail Hossain
Suman, a third year student of
Bangla department when he pro-
tested their misbehaviour with the
teacher.

When contacted, Mokhlesur
Rahman said, "Some students of
Ziaur Rahman Hall misbehaved
withme."

Teachers, students and officers
have expressed deep concern over
the incident and demanded punish-
ment. :

Leaders of Bangladesh Chhatra
Union also metuniversity proctorial
body and demanded exemplary

! punishment (o the students respon-
| siblefortheincident.

i
\Dr Ali Asgar
joins GB
i Prof Dr M Ali
f Asgar joined the
Gono Bishwa-

i (GB)

| ?ﬁ% of tha:
department of
medical physics
" and biomedical
engineering, says

apressrelease,
He will also serve as the chief in

mm;mlur scince and. engine?ring :

i;gar did®hs’ Ph.D, from

SuumAmIDnUnhersity.'EngInnd.
He is the author of about 20
_books onscience and education.
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One-third of all cancers
caused by tobacco

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One-third of all cancers are caused
by tobacco and of the tobacco-
related diseases 80 percent are
caused by smoking, said the cancer
experts at a public awareness
programme on Prevention of Breast
Canceryesterday.

The programme was organised
by Bangladesh Cancer Foundation
Hospital (BCFH) to coincide with
the launching of a weeklong breast
CAfcer screening programme (Sep-
tember 24 -30).

Speaking at a large gathering at
the National Press Club, Dr Md
Habibullah Talukder, secretary
general of BCFH, said, "We tend to
ignore our own health problems
untilit developsinto a serious prob-
lem. In fact, practice of some basic
routine including self-examination
to detect development of certain
unusual growth or change in our

C it e
upes Htay wTES

body can help avoid major health
c'.[sls-lr

"Unfortunately, majorities of the
cancer patients who come for treat-
ment at advanced stage lack knowi-
edge on how to perform simple but
very important self-examination to
detect breast cancer at premature
stage. Early treatment can com-
pletely cure breast cancer butat late
stage it is difficult to achieve good
results even with chemotherapy
combined with radiothermpy and
surgical intervention as cancerous
cells often spreads (metastasis) fast
when there is not much options
left," headded.

Dr Talukder said apart from
smoking that causes lungs cancer,
oral cancer is also caused by the use
of tobacco products commonly
foundatlowprice.

Prof Ahmed Sayeed, head of the
department of surgery of Holy
Family Red Crescent Medical

BERH arserier il

College and Hospital, suggested
launching of massive nation-wide
campaigns tomake women aware of
the 'self-diagnosis' for breast cancer
especially at rural areas where
options of clinical diagnostic tests
are notwidelyavailable,

Health Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain said, "Generally
one in every four female cancer
patients suffer from breast cancer in
the country. Self-examination for
breast cancer could greatly benefit
the patients.”

State Minister for Health

" Mizanur Rahman Sinha, Director

General of Health Services Prof Md
Shahadat Hossain, Head of the
radiotherapy department of Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital DrA K
M Golam Mohammad, and Director
of Bangladesh Cancer Foundation
Mosarrat Jahan Talukder also spoke
ontheoccasion,

PHOTO: STAR

Health Minister Dr Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain speaks at the Iaunching ceremany of a weeklong breast cancer
screening programme atthe National Press Club yesterday.

Illegal structures demolished

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Hundreds of BNP leaders and work-
ers aided by the police and Rajshahi
city corporation (RCC) employees
evicted two land grabbers from the
town protection embankment on
the bank of river Padma and demol-
ished the illegal structures yester-
day.

Rajshahi city mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu led the daylong
eviction drive, which was conducted
under the banner of Rajshahi
Paribesh Rakkha Andolon
Committee without any prior

ndtice. *

The team first demolished the
structures constructed by of Joynal
Abedin Dulal, an influential person,
near the GPO Groyen point.

Ahuge amount of banned drugs,
including heroin, 40 Chinese axes, a
number of machetes were found
during the demolition, which were
thrownintotheriver.

The team also bulldozed another
structure built by Khondoker Hasan
Kabir, which was used as a recre-
ation centre with seating arrange-
mentsforcommon people.

Later in a press conference, the

LT

two evicted persons claimed the
lands belong to them and termed
the eviction drive politically mati-
vated.

They also said that many illegal
structures on the 17-km embank-
ment, including a large slum and
fast food shop, were spared during
the drive as those lands are being
used by pro-BNP-Jamaat men.

However, Mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu dismissed all allega-
tions, saying that all illegal struc-
tures would be evicted gradually.
"We have an ambitious plan for the
beautification of the city."

UNB, Dhaka
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WEATHER

Thundershowers l1kely

ature aver the country.

tomorraw.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at many places over Dhaka, Rajshahi, Barisal,
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over Khulna divi-
sionin the next 24 hours till 6:00pm today.

Moderately heavy to heavy falls are also expected at places during
the period, Met Office said, predicting nearly unchanged day temper-

Yesterday's highest temperature of 34.8 degree Celsius was
recorded at Mongla and thelowest 0f23.6 degrees at Comilla.
The sun sets in the capital at 5.52pm today and rises at 5:48 am

The highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
inCelsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 31.4 245 98 86
Chittagong 26.3 24.8 100 90
Rajshahi 327 253 92 94
Khulna 34.0 273 a7 82
Barisal 32.2 26.5 87 93
Sylhet 292 244 97 96
Cox's Bazar 30.8 238 98 92

90pc women
get access to
family planning
services: Survey

BSS, Dhaka

At least 90 percent of country's
women get access to family plan-
ning and childcare services within a
kilometer where they live across the
country.

This was revealed in the recently
published National Demographic
and Health Survey-2004, conducted
by National Institute of Population
Research and Training (NIPORT)
under the Ministry of Health am:l
Family Welfare.

According to the sutvey, 92 per-
cent of married women live in areas
where child immunisation are
available at the satellite clinics
within a kilometer, while 76 percent
of women can get an oral saline
packet.

Access to satellite clinic services
increased from 79 percent in 2000 to
92 percent in 2002 while the avail-
ability of contraceptive pills and
condoms increased from 70 percent
in 2000 to 84 percentin2004.

PHOTO: STAR

Mayor of Chittagong ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury speaks ata seminar on ‘Tha crisis of journalismin Bangladesha nc_l
its remedy’ atthe Chittagong Press Club auditorium yesterday.
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15 sculptures
missing from
Fine Art Instt

DU CORESPONDENT

Some 15 sculptures worth about Tk
three lakh have been missing from
the Institute of Fine Arts of Dhaka
University.

The teachers and students came
to the institute yesterday after the
two days of closure only to find that
the sculptures have been missing
from the field in front of the
Sculpture Department.

Among the sculptures, four are
created by prominent sculptors
Niamul Bari and Rashid Chowdhury
and the rest by the former students
ofthe Institute.

The security guards said they do
not have any idea about how these
sculptures werestolen.

Sources said a number of outsid-
ers in connivance with some former
students might have stolen the
sculptures.

Director of the Institute Prof
Farida Zaman was not available for
comments.

Robbers stab
woman, loot
valuables

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A gang of robbers stabbed a woman
andlooted cashand gold ornaments
totalling Tk 2 lakh from a house at
Lalbaghinthecity yesterday.

The woman, Rezia Begum, 67,
was alone at her home when the
gang entered the house and tied her
up.

As the woman raised an alarm,
the robbers stabbed her and
decamped with thebooty.

Later, neighbours rushed her to
the Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH).

In another incident, a gang of
miscreants stabbed Mohammad
Biplab, 26, an accounts officer of
Popy Pharmaceuticals, in the head
athisoffice.

The gang also locked the other
staffs in a room and ransacked
official documents. Biplob remains
unconscious since the attack on
him.

In another incident, a youth was
stabbed by his friends at Uttar
Badda.

‘Mohammad. Rony, .20, was
istabbed «during an altercation with
his friends overhouserent.

Both the men were undergoing
treatmentat the DMCH.

]S RESERVED SEATS
BNP nominates
sSiX more

candidates

UNB, Dhaka

The ruling BNP yesterday nomi-
nated six more candidates for the
seats reserved for women in the
Jatiya Sangsad.

They are Rezina Islam, Khodeza
Emdad Lata, Rasheda Begum Hira,
Simun Begum, Newaz Halima Arli
and Fahima Hossain Jubilee, said a
BNP pressrelease.

Nine reserved seats were allotted
to the main opposition Awami
League as per proportion of its
representationin parliament.

As Awami League refrained from
putting up candidates, the BNP
shared six seats while the Jamaat, JP
and 10] getone each.

DHAKA AHSANIA MISSIONf
Orientation _.

meeting with
volunteers held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Ahsania Mission yesterday
organised a half-day orientation
meeting atits auditoriumin the city
for the people interested to join the
Mission’s Volunteer Service
Programme (VSP).

Kazi Rafiqul Alam, president
and ehief executive of the Mission,
welcomed the participants and
discussed various aspects of the
programme at the meeting.

More than 100 people with
diverse backgrounds attended the
meeting.

Shahnewaz Khan, director of
Training and Materials
Development Division, highlighted
the Mission's activities through
multi-media presentation.

The meeting decided that the
Mission would arrange small group
meetings with interested volun-
teers in selected fields of activities
to develop specific modalities.

RU postpones
exams .

BSS, Rajshahi

Rajshahi University (RU) authorities
yesterday postponed all course
system examinations, scheduled for
today and tomorrow due to
unavoidable reasons.

BSS, Dhaka

Commerce ministers of Saarc mem-
ber states are scheduled to meet in
Islamabad on October 22 to review
the progress of negotiations of the
committee of experts to prepare a
functional system for Safta which is
expected to come into force early
nextyear.

Official sources said the meeting
is going to take place before the
forthcoming Saarc summit here on
November 13 and 14, Commerce
Minister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury
will attend theIslamabad meeting,

The Saarc commerce ministers
will take stock of the progress of the
work of the committee of experts

for the summit leaders to provide
direction for the next move about
launching the Safta.

~The commerce secretaries of the

and formulate recommendations |l

Saarc commerce
ministers meet in
Islamabad Oct 22

seven member states will also meet
on October 20 and 21 to review the
overall trade and investment situa-
tionat the intra-regional level.

This meeting will be preceded by
a two-day meeting of the committee
of experts which is negotiating the
complex issues related to launching
the free trade regime.

This will be the 11th meeting of
the committee of experts negotiat-
ing primarily on negative list, rules
of origin and compensation mecha-
nism for the Saarc's least developed
partners including Bangladesh,
Nepal, Bhutan and the Maldives,

The sources said there are some
areas where intervention from the
' tg&]caderstﬂp of the Saarc members

, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
{#hay baraquired to sattlo tha ideuse.
i~ The Saarc commerce ministers
ay make important recommenda-
tions for the summit leaders.

Handicraft exhibition

National Forum of Organisations
Working with the Disabled organises a
four-day handicraft and art exhibition of
disabled people. Venue: Russian
Cultural Centre, Dhanmandi. Time:
10:00am,

Food exhibition

Save Environment Movement and
Positive Bangladesh Uddog organise a
weeklong ‘Poisonous and Adulterated
Food Exhibition and Discussion
Programme'. Venue; National Press
Club. Time: 10:00am.

Discussion

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
organises a discussion and a musical

programme to commemorate renowned
CRESSF 2a s
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* Stanley Sakal of Korea Development

musician Shaheed Altaf Mahmud.
Venue: Academy's training bullding.
Time: 6:30pm.

Seminar on IT

Brae University organisas a saminar on
'Global IT Industry Trends' with Dr

Institute as keynote speaker. Venue:
University conference room. Time:
5:30pm.

Publication ceremony

Dumki Upozilla Unnoyon Sangram
Parishad organises the publication
ceremony of the 'Khuje firi shai sonar
desh' (laoking for my goldan
matherand) by Dr Mohammad Motasim
Billah. Venue: Dhaka Reporters’ Unity
auditorium. Time; 4.00pm.
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Students of Jahangimagar University formed a human chain on the campus yesterday demanding immediate
removal of ateacher of the business administration department for his indecent behaviour with female students.

Agitation
continues
for removal
of JU teacher

JU CORRESPONDENT

Over 500 general students of
Jahangirnagar University (JU)
yesterday formed a human chainon
the campus demanding immediate
removal of the teacher of business
administration department for his
indecent behaviour with female
students.

To express solidarity with the
ongoing movement enforced by the
department students, hundreds of
general students irrespective of
party affiliations joined the huge
human chain bringing the academic
activities of their respective depart-
mentsto avirtual standstill.

Earlier, a rally was held at the [oot
of Amar Ekushey where the students
vowed to go for tougher agitation if
theirdemand isnot met by Monday.

The department students have

been agitating since Thursday in
protestagainstthe teacher,

They also staged a drama titled
'Ekti Tanvir' (One Tanvir} on the
campus follbwing tHe hiiman chain.

A memomandum containing all
allegations against theiteacher and
the demand for his removal was
submitted to the vice-chancellor
along with over 3,000 signatures of
general students.

Meanwhile, a special syndicate
meeting was held at the administra-
tive building in the afternoon to
decideon the fateof theteacher, and
the agitating students stagedl a sit-in
in front of the building until the
meeting ended at6:30pm.

The syndicate formed a six-
member probe body headed by the
vice-chancellor to investigate the
matter and submit its report in 15
days.

Death anniversary
BSS, Dhaka

The first death anniversary of Ali
Akbor Khan, a prominent social
worker and businessman of
Jhalakathi district, will be observed
today.

Qurankhwani, milad mahfil and
special munajat will be held at his
village home at Nalchhiti.

FROM PAGE 1
213 call attention notices and some
of them were discussed. Except two

theruling alliance legislators submit-
ted any notice on the August 17
blasts.

Amongthe major tasks transacted
by the House was to pass nine bills

the president, prime minister,
speaker, deputy s r, ministers,
state ministers, deputy ministers,
lawmakers and judges of the
Supreme Court.

The speaker in his winding up
speech, as could be expected,
described the session as a successful
one,

Questionanswer session

The question answer session in
parfiament has lost its attraction as
the lawmakers ask many imrelevant
and farcical questions forcing the
House to focus on less important
i the h I

During question hour, law-
makers are entitled to ask questions

to ministers on different aspects of

administration and government
policy on national as well as interna-
tio| issues. The ministers con-
cerned have to stand up and answer

omission or commission.

But the lawmakers hardly mise
important issues in their questions,
they rather ask questions mostly
conceming their respective constitu-
encies. Ministers who respond to the
queries do not take those seriously,
and very often give answers using
some common terms such as 'under

funds’.
The rulingcoalition lawmakers do

Jamaat-e-Islami lawmakers, none of

includingsix for enhanced salaries of

for their respective ministries' acts of

consideration’ or 'on availability of

not dare to embarrass the ministers
byasking critical questions.

The situation is such that when
the LGRD minister or the communi-
cations minister is scheduled to
answer, lawmakers simply ask ques-
tions demanding roads, bridges and
culverts in their respective constitu-
encies. If it is the home ministry's
turn to respond, they demand police
stations or pick up vans for the police
stations in their constituencies.

The PM's question time once a
week has also lost its impaortance as
the ruling coalition legislators aslk
questions that do not deserve answer
fromthe primeminister.

In such a situation, the speaker
has avital role in deciding the admis-
sibility of questions.

The question answer session has
lost its significance particularly
because of the main opposition
lawmakers' absence from the House
forlong.

Lawmakers' questions are of two
types -- starred and unstarred. A
starred question is one to which a
member seeks an oral answer while
‘an unstarred question requires a
written answer, and no supplemen-
taryquestions onitareallowed.

The rules of procedure of the
Jatiya Sangsad provide that each
sitting of a session will have one hour
forquestion-answer.

Itis considered the most effective
parliamentary instrument to have
the government make its views or
positiononanyissue known. Itisalso
the most feared and difficult time for
the ministers who havemrespondto
questions,

But the current session that began
on September B witnessed no burn-
ing issues raised by lawmakers. Atthe

JS ignores burning issues

first sitting of the session, the siate
minister for home replied to queries
for about an hour but there was no
questionontheAugust 17 blasts.

More than 35 ruling alliance
lawmakers demanded that the state
minister provide fire service stations
or pick up vans for the police stations
in their respective constituencies,

Some lawmakers even asked him
the number of fire stations in their
constituencies,

The state minister replied to the
questions, orallyorinwriting.

At the second sitting of the ses-
sion, about40lawmakers questioned
the communications minister about
construction of roads and bridges in
their respective constituencies. All of
them ignored a vital issue like trans-
port fare hike following fuel price rise.
Awoman lawmaker however asked a
questionontheissue.

A number of lawmakers even
wanted to know how many roads
were constructed during the present
government'stenure.

Other questions were also of
similarnatuire,

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, while reply-
ing to lawmakers' queries for about
an hour, used some terms like ‘under
consideration’, 'will be examined’
etc. The lawmakers demanded more
development work in theirmnnim
encies.

On September 15, several 3!‘4?
lawmakers asked the post and tele-
communications minister to give the
number of subscribers under
Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board. They however
asked if his ministry has any plan for
expansionoftheservice.



