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bill titled Bang
was passed onMondaylast.

campaigns,

merce minister Altaf Hossain
“ing that the domestic price

For instance, he

should gear up its activities

HE parliament has incorporated many stringent
provisionsin the food ordinance with the objective of
curbing production and sale of adulterated foods. A
desh Pure Food (Amendment) Act, 2005

This is a vigorous response to the pubic outcry that the
existing laws were not tough enough to deal with a crime like
adulteration. The fine money has been raised to Tk 75,000
for those committing the crime for the first time along with
one year rigorous imprisonment. The money will be tripled
foranyrepetition ofthe crime.

So thereis no doubt that the decision makers are makinga
‘determined effort to impose heavier punishment, that
might really work as a deterrent, on the dishonest elements.
However, some questions are still unanswered. For exam-
ple, how are they planning to stop adulteration of non-food
items like pharmaceuticals? This is a vast area where quality
controlisyettoreach the desired mark.

Anotherarea ofconcern is that fake manufacturing plants
are using popular brand names. So bona fide businessmen
are losing their goodwill and getting enmeshed inlegal com-
plications forno fault of theirs.

The government's decision to go for tougher legal mea-
sures against adulteration is understandable. The plan to
involve local bodies in the anti-adulteration drive through
having their representatives as public analysts of food is a
commendable one. But matters mustimprove inotherareas
also. It has been reported in the daily Porthom Alo that the
government agencies have neither the equipment nor the
trained personnel at the laboratories to detect adulteration.
The laboratories do not have the facilities to correctly assess
the damaging effects of non-food grade colours and other
harmful ingredients onthe human body.

So,itisnecessaryto strikeat theroots of the problem. The
government has to think in terms of developing a reliable
system of detecting adulteration and unhygienic practices
at different levels of food production. The magnitude of the
problem calls for a round-the-

year vigil, instead of seasonal

Minister, advisor on prices
Theories abound, action inshort supply

HE orisation about higher prices by some top gov-

ernment functionaries appears to be taking new

flights of imagination. In the process, domestic mar-

ket distortions, which largely lie in our power to streamline,
remain unaddressed and, are given a freerrein.

At a press conference held on Wednesday to brief news-

men about the outcome of Bangladesh Expo-London, com-

dropped a bombshell claim-
level remains steady. While

admitting that rising onion and pulse prices are a cause for
concern, the minister waxed political in reminding that the
onion price had soared toTk 60 per kilo during AL rule. Does
itmean then thatahike up toTk60is admissible?

If newspaper reports are anything to go by, Barkat Ullah
Bulu believes that it's a handful of city-dwellers that raise any
hue and ery over prices, ordinary people are hardly bothered.
geests, rural people are happy over higher
rice prices, because these fetch them increased purchasing
power Lo afford essentials atincreased prices in turmn,

. The current prices of essentials are on a skyrocketing spi-
ral across the board building up on an upswing that origi-
nating in the oil price hike gathered momentum through
higher import prices and increased transport costs to reach
the present plateau. But the new spurt in prices is the direct
result of the pre-Rarmadan surge in speculative trading.

Ifthe commerce ministry's attitudeis to blame the higher
prices onexternal factors washing the hands off the domes-
tic obligations, then our approach to resolving the price
crisis would bewidely off-the-mark.

[f we have to wait till the passage of the consumer rights
protection law which has been eight years in the making to
combat hoarding, then God help us! We urge the govern-
ment to initiate steps that ensure effective marketing intelli-
gence, secure cooperation from the trading community in
return forsecurity offered to them, and checkmate hoarding
thatleads to marketdistortions.

The inter-ministerial committee that is said to be in place

with two specific targets in

mind: first, strengthen the supply side in keeping with
Ramadan related demands; and secondly, effect maximum
coordination between different market monitoring agen-
ciesto hold the price-line atan affordablelevel.

TO THEEDITOR TO THE EDITOR TO THE
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UN World Summit ends with a whimper

. MunA MMAD ZAMIR

ACK in June this year, UN

Secretary General Kofi

Annan addressed the Inter-
national Councillors of the Centre
for Strategic and International
Studies and observed that the
United Nations 60" Anniversary
Summitoffereda 'once-in-a genera-
tion' opportunity to transform the
world body. Like him, many of us,
who have been associated with
multilateral diplomacy for nearly
forty years, thought that the Sep-
tember Summit, particularly after
the Volcker Report, would generate
sufficient paolitical will and neces-
sary agreement. We hoped that
necessary reforms would be intro-
duced facilitating efficiency and
effectiveness withinthe world bady,

Unfortunately itwasnot to be so.

In this increasingly inter-
dependent world, leaders from
more than 150 countries met in New
York and blinked when confronted
with major substantive issues. They
failed to rise to the occasion with
regard to measures required for
defeating poverty, assisting in the
reaching of the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals (MDGs) -- eradicat-
ing listed socio-economic lls by
2015, building a collective security
system able to meet the century's
common threats, increasing respect
for human rights through institu-
tional reform and making the Secu-
rity Council more democratic and
representative.

The UN. Secretary General's
wide-ranging report entitled 'In
Larger Freedom' offered conerete
proposals on the above issues, italso
proposed sweeping overhaul of the
UN's architecture -- probably the
most comprehensive in the last 60
years. These were reviewed by gov-
emnments in a series of informal

consultations conducted by UN
General Assembly President Jean
Ping. Subsequently, a watered down
and whittled draft compromise was
cireulated for re«consideration just
aheadofthe Summit. Even this weak
document failed to pass the interna-
tional litmustest.

One of the greatest drawbacks of
this compromise draft was its
genericapproach and the eagerness
1o arrive at consensus on significant
issues by deleting points of argu-
ment. Consequently, what we have

also been postponed and will be
dealt with again during the forth-
coming Hong Kong Trade Summit
being convened later on in Decem-
berthis year.

Civil society campaigners origi-
nally had high hopes that the UN
Summit might see further commit-
ments by rich countries to increase
aid flows, but in fact the possibility
of reaching the 0.7 per cent of GDP
target was never there. Political will
was absent.

Similarly, the process of debt

agricultural talks on agricultural
subsidy at the WTO in Geneva were
adjourned, a day early without
agreement. This failure was caused
by the inability to adopt a more
comprehensive approach.

Suchaction reiterated once again
that the important players are
focussed only on short term individ-
ual country interests. Time, I believe,
isrunning outfor a global trade deal.
The bright promises of summer
appear to be fading,.

Kofi Annan's document, with

lish ownership over natural
resources with the help of foreign
stake-holders. Nothing was done to
stop this.

Thebiggest failing wasin the area
of nuclear non-proliferation and
disarmament. Here 'posturing’ got
inthewayofresults.

Security Council reform was also
left on the wayside. Democracy and
suitable representation were swept
undemeath the blue carpet of the
United Nations. The carrot of an
eventual expanded Security Council

Tlle United Nations is at the crossroads. lt has reachad the age of suty, nottoo far away !rom the unwarsally accepted
age of superannuation. One only hopes that it is not retired, as happened with the League of Nations. Member States
also need to remember that the strength and effectiveness of the United Nations will be directly proportional to the
level of unity within themselves. '

been left with is a shadow of the
substance.

This is particularly disappointing
givensome of the important aspects
sought originally through the draft
Summit document,

On 'Freedom from want' it not
only included proposals in the area
of development but also called for
breakthroughs in debt relief and
trade liberalisation. Italso suggested
increases in aid to revitalise infra-
structure in health and education
sectors in ordi..r to achieve the
MDGs.

We need to n:c.JJl here that this
Summit was originally called to
endorse and measure progress on
the MDGs. Such intentions however
appear to have been hijacked. The
Summit ended up addressing more
of its attention on plans to fight
terrorism.

The Summit retained the ambi-
tious goals set by G-8 leaders in
Gleneagles Summit in July this year -
- to double aid, to increase debt
relief and to open trade barriers (o
poor countries. However, final
decisions were not taken. [t was left
dependent on decisions to be
arrived at in future meetings --
notably the World Bank and the
annual meeting of the IMF in Wash-
ington. Resolving trade issues have

relief was not accelerated and added
to at the United Nations. It might be
recalled that G-8 Finance Ministers
had agreed on a relief debt deal at
Gleneagles, particularly granting
full debt relief to 18 highly indebted
poor countries (HIPC), This initia-
tive has now got embroiled in sev-
eraldifficulties.

Switzerland and Netherlands
among others are objecting to such
across the board debt relief. They
fear thatthe costof debt relief -- after
the initial three years -- will not be
fully funded by the big nations and
that the plan will also hurt other
developing countries that are not
receiving such debt relief. Some
others have also raised the questjon
of IMF imperatives that irisist
'good economic-management’ as
being sine qua non for implementa-
tionofsuchaninitative,

At the end of the day it appears
that there was much of rhetorical
endorsement of the importance of a
global trade deal at the United
Nations. There was also recognition
that trade has the potential to boost
developing country incomes far
more than aid inflows. However,
such perception seems to have been
deficient in resolve. This was
reflected in the fact that while the
UN Summit was going on, the key

le,

regard to freedom from fear' had
sought improvement in collective
security armangements (o prevent
terrorism and proliferation of
Weapons .of Mass Destruction. It
was also implied that serious efforts
were required to have agreementon
the definition and the denotations
and connotations of the term 'ter-
rorism.’ It also pointed out the need
for the establishment of a Peace
Building Commission that would
support countries during their
transitions from armed conflict to
lastingpeace.

On this front, the Summit did
much better. It agreed to establish a
Peace Building Commission to help
resolve conflicts, many of which
take place in developing countries.
They also accepted that there was a
common obligation to intervene
when civilians face genocide and
war crimes.

The United Nations Security
Council passed a Resolution to
prevent the incitement of terrorism
and another to prevent conflict,
especially in Africa. However, very
little attention was paid to stopping
the sale of arms in conflict-ridden
areas. We already know that the civil
strife lingering on in Congo and in
other areas of Africa are being
fuelled by parties seeking to estab-

OPINION

without veto powers for the newly
included permanent members will
eventually be agreed to, but it is
unlikely to be so during this UNGA
Session.

Under freecdlam to live in dignity,'
the UN document had stressed that
there could be no development
without security, no security with-
out development, and neither
without the universal application
and protection of human rights.
Within this chapter, nations were
also asked o seriously consider
creation of an independent and self-
financing Democracy Fund to help
governments strengthen their
democratic practices and institu-
tions, It was also proposed that the
largely discredited Human Rights
Commission needed to be trans-
formed into a smaller standing body
called Human Rights Council with
membership subject to approval by
two-thirds majority of the General
Assembly.

There was acrimonious debate
for quite a few days among mem-
bers on this question and the
blueprint for future international
action. Least common denomina-
tors having failed, it was decided
to refer it to the General Assembly.
This means further delay.

At the conclusion of the Sum-

mirt, Mr. Annan has correctly noted
that members had fafled to
achieve the profound reform the
world body needed. Every side has
been a loser -- not just the devel-
oping countries for whom an
effective UN is a vital source of aid,
advice and influence; also the US,
which has demonstrated repeat-
edly in recent months and years
that it is both ill-equipped and
often unwilling to do precisely the
tasks that an effective United
Nations would undertake -- such
as peace-making, nation-building
in failed states and dealing with
disasters.

The planned reforms were
intended to persuade Washington
that it should use the multilateral
system in future, rather than going
it alone as it did in Iraq. They were
also intended to make the United
Nuations more effective -- not just
in US eyes but also to all its mem-
bers, rich and poor.

I believe there were pluses for
the Bush Administration if the
reforms could have been agreed to.
Yet, a5 Quentin Peel has com-
mented, 'instead of getting enthu-
siastically involved in the negotin-
tions to get the best possible and
most widely acceptable package,
Washington remained in the side-
lines', They tabled 750 amend-
ments to the reduce 39 page draft
reform document. That hardly
reflected a positive approach.

A clear message has neverthe-
less rung out -- the United Nations
and its bloated bureaucracy have
to be fully accountable, transpar-
ent and efficient. It has also’been
reiterated that its workforce has to
have high standards of integrity
and competency.

The United Nations is ar the
crossroads. [t has reached the age
of sixty, not too far away fram the
universally accepted age of super-
annuation. One only hopes that it
is not retired, as happened with
the League of Nations, Member
States also need to remember that
the strength and effectiveness of
the United Nations will be directly
proportional to the level of unity
within themselves.

Muhammad Zamir & a former Secratary and
Ambassador -- any reasponse lo
mzamin@dhaka.nat

Secondary education: Unitrack or not?

MANZOOR AHMED

HE government decision to

introduce from next January

one common curricular
content for all students in grades
nine and ten has generated a spate
of controversy. Separate tracks of
science, commerce and humanities
in existence for 40 years will be
discontinued. SSC examination in
2008 will be based on the common
content. Henceforth, the tracking
that determines higher education
eligibilities and career opportuni-
ties will begin from grade eleven. Is
this not a good idea? Why is the
controversy?

Historically, secondary educa-
tion access worldwide was limited
to a small privileged group and one
academic stream was the norm.
The aim was to prepare most high
school students for higher educa-
tion. With the expansion of oppor-
tunities for secondary education,
larger proportions of young people
enrolledinhighschools. The ideaof
preparing students for future oceu-
pations and linking secondary
education to career choices took
hold. Separate tracks or streams
were introduced in most countries
at the secondary level. The main
purpose was to separate out those
who would follow an academic
stream and go on to higher educa-
tion and others who would enter
vocational and technical training

institutions. Children of age 11¢
years at the end of primary school-
ing competed to gain entry into the
academic stream that promised
greater opportunities and rewards
in life. This became the prevalent
system in Europe and elsewhere,
except in North America, where
public secondary education
offered largely a common curricu-
lum forall.

Higher levels of skills and basic

lar content with some elective
subjects in secondary education
has become the dominant model,
From this perspective, the govern-
ment decision is the right one; in
fact, it should have come twenty
years ago,

We have serious problems in our
secondary education system which
must be considered in introducing
any change in th&i@culum.
Secondary education is “already

\(
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A prudent course of action would be to proceed more cﬁe‘ﬁberately, allow the time necessary for preparation and

stream in general secondary
schools which serve at least two
thirds of secondary level students.
The questions being raised by the
skeptics, however, have merit. Are
the schools prepared for absorbing
adoseofsubstantial change intheir
teaching programme? SSC results
have shown that about half of all
the candidates fail and in some 3,
000 of about 20,000 secondary level
institutions the pass rate has been

teachers to be employed,
privatisation of textbooks leading
to a choice among multiple books
forthe same subject, anew learning
assessment method which will
emphasise knowledge and skills
rather than recall of textbooks,
and linking government subven-
ton to performance of schools,
This is quite an ambitious agenda.
At least some progress in these will
prepare schools better for other

orientation for all concerned, and introduce the unitrack curriculum from 2007 academic year. An alternative may be
totestitin 2006 in a selected number of schools which are judged to be well-prepared, atleast in respect of qualified
teaching personnel to teach ali the subjects. This would mean having two sets of examination questions for S5C
examination in 2008 -~ not something that cannot be handled.

competencies -- especially in
language, mathematics, science
and lately, computer literacy -- are
now demanded from workers by
modern economies in the
globalised markets. The pendulum
has shifted to more years of general
education for all students in the
secondary school. The need for
learning new skills and making
workers adaptable and trainable
for different jobs in one's lifetime
also put a premium on general
education and basic competencies.
In both developed and developing
countries, a COMIMON Core currict-

M

divided into several parallel sub-
systems. Besides the general sec-
ondary school to which the govern-
ment decision applies, there are
madrasas of various types, the
English medium proprietary insti-
tutions preparing students for
overseas credentials, other English
medium schools following the
national currictlum, and the for-
mal vocational-technical institus
tions. There is no parity or com-
monality in educational content
and quality eriteria among them.

A good case can be made for at
least a heginning with a common

from zero to ten percent. This is
due to, among other reasons, poor
quality of teachers and even
absence of qualified teachers for
science, mathematics and English
in a large number of schoals, espe-
cially in rural areds,
Complaints have been voiced
Jf:” teachers and schools not
g made aware in time or given
guidance and orientation about the
new approach. A number of other
reform measures is under introduc-
tion, These include teacher accred-
itation and certification allowing
only those in a pool of certified

reforms. Over-burdening the cur-
riculum with teaching contents in
the name of standards without
regard tothe reality of teacher skills
and school facilities can also be a
problem. This would defeat the
purpose of the unitrack currictlum
and must be carefullyscrutinised.
Some of the dissenters about
the unitrack curriculum speak
from ignorance or misunder-
standing. However, the concern
about preparedness of teachers
and schools and their capacity to
absorb reforms cannot be under-
estimated, if the aim is genuine

reform and improvement in stu-
dent performance, Moreover, “a
change in the curricular and
teaching content in grades nine
and ten have consequences forthe
HSC level oo, The lmplu:atinns for
the earlier stage of grades six to
eight also cannot be ignored. A
prudent course of action would be
to proceed more deliberately
allow the time necessary for prep-
aration and orientation for all
concerned, and introduce the

unitrack curriculum from 2007

academic year. An alternative may
be to test it i 2006/in a selscted
number of schools whlch

'?“’-
judged w0 be well—grepmd. .

least in respect of qualified I.eS
ing personnel to teach' all\the

subjects. This would mean l:lmling'

two 5ets of cxamination questlt_u_ls
for SSC examination in 2008 <= not

something that ‘cannot be han-

dled.

L
Unfortunately, new initiatives

have a tendency' to become a

matier of political discord in our
confrontational political eulture
without these being judged on
their merit. This is another feason
for proceeding not in haste, but
with due deliberation, in introdue-
ingasignificant change in secand-
ary education.

Br. Manzoor Ahmed [s the Director of Instiftte of

Educational Davafopmant in BRAC University
(BLEIED),
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Protect the mobile tele-

phone industry

‘the Bangladesh budget recently
passed n the IS did not reduce the
high tax (compartively speaking,
judging by the average mid-level
earning power) on mabile tele-
phones, which is showing expanen-
tial growth rate every year; and the
MNCs are rushing in to invest. This
stidden brake is inexplicable (when
laundering of black money is
allowed!).

This is a budding and nursing
period for this new ICT industry in
this fast developing country (with
the highestof population ratio in the
world). Perhaps the Finance Minis-
ter could have been incorrectly
advised from the technical profes-
sional aspects, to tap this lucrative
sector for quick milking of easy
government revenue, thereby
retardin thenuningpuﬁ:dofmpld
growth: gf cellular/mobile/wireless
telephone system, for at least the
next five years, The systems loosed
in the revenue collection dre tardy
(corrupt practices), but why punish

themobileusers?

Even the middle and lower
classes of households were keen to
acquire such wireless telephones,
boosting fast communication in the
rural areas, where 80 per cent of the
population lives, or have bases. It
was unimaginable a couple of years
ago that (non-earning) students
would be carrying mobile sets. The
GrameenPhone (GP) experiment of
hawking mobile telephone calls by
women peddlers inthe villages drew
global attention. It is still being
treated asaluxury (tem?

The percentage of revenue collec-
tion from mobile telephones is
microscopic (percentage-wise) but
substantial. Initially a holiday
period should have beenallowed for
the base or foundation to be estab-
lished, before tapping (in the near
future) the branches and other
technical services of this networkfor
additional regular revenue. Tele-
phoning is no longer a luxry. In
contrast, the poor fixed-line tele-
phone service by BTTB has to be
takeninto consideration.

Itis suggested that the Prime Minis-

ter might be pleased to call, as a
public service, for a special review of
the situation, and bring some cheer
to lakhs of new mobile phone users.
It is gnod for rural business, and
plays a silent and indirect back-
ground role in poverty alleviation.
AMawaz,

Dhaka

Adoption law

I am very happy that KM
Rasheduzzaman Raja, joint district
judge, Sirajgonj has underscored the
need for Adoption Law. This is
indeed onoutcome ofhumanitarian
attitude as well as courage. The
response to this idea by Mohammad
Zahidul Islam is the one expected in
a closed and backward thinking
society (response published on Sept
10 in The Daily Star, Law and Our
Rights supplement). In support of
Adoption Law I would draw the
attention of the readers to the fact
that the prophet of Islam (pbah) had
an adopted son. Circumstances
under which the status of this
adopted san had been changed are

all recorded in various texts. Now the
ground reality in Bangladesh Is that
every year orphans in large number
are taken away from the country
after being adopted and those
orphans lead a high quality life
under care of family in advanced
counters. Had there been an Adop-
tion Law and adoption was encour-
aged thousands of children would
have lived in families in love and
care [tis sheerinhumanand cruel to
raiseuntenableissues against Adop-
tion Law. [ only hope society would
be more liberal thandn the past and
have compassion for unfortunate
orphans.

AhmedShah

Dhaka

Bad effect of dowry

system

Now-a-days whenever we open the
pages ofnewspapers, we see women
are tortured by their husbands for
the worst reason of dowry system.
Usually in our society female chil-
dren are considered inferior to male

children. They are thought to be of
no use to the family So, during
marriage ceremony a section of
greedy people claim much wealth or
money from the guardians of the
brides. Generally, the poor and
illiterate girls mainly become the
victims of dowry. If the guardians fail
to fulfil the demand of their bride-
groom, they misbehave with their
wives and sometimes torture them
seriously. As a result, many of them
commit suicide or are killed by their
husbands.

This evil system has affected our
wholesociety. At present father can't
think of marriage of his daughter
without giving dowry to the bride-
groom. | am dead against this evil
system. This scourge should be
uprooted from the society immedi-
ately. This social curse can be abol-
ish by changing the outlook of the
people, especially the male mem-
bers of the society, and by taking
strict legal measures against the
personswho take dowry.
MirMaofajjal Hossain
Dhaka

Tornado in Kuakata

We the expatriates living in New Yorlk,
USA are extremely depressed and
worriedaboutthe news of devastation
by the tornado in Kuakata, We under-
stand that hundreds of fishing trawl-
ers have been vanished in the sea
because of the tomado. Nearly one
thousand fishermen may have lost
their lives, We convey our deep sym-
pathy to their families, We are equally
shocked like them when we got the
news. We hope the local administra-
tionand concermed govt. officials have
alreadyvisited thearea or going to visit
immediately. We request the con-
cemed Ministers and their staff, as
well as political leaders taking initia-
tive to provide shelter for those who
have lost their homes and establish-
ments. [mmediate initiative must be
taken by the govt. to rescue the fisher-
men who have not yet returned (o
theirhomes.

We on behalf of all the brothers
and sisters of Barisal division living
in USA want to appeal to the
Hon'ble Prime Minister of Bangla-

_desh to take following steps imme-

diately to help the victims of this
terrible disaster. We have been
observing for last two weeks the
devastation made by the Tornado
inthe states of southern bay of USA.

1. Permanent rescue team for the
coastal area i.e. for the communi-
ties living along the Bay of Bengal

2, Communication system in the
coastal area to contact the govi,
authorities in Dhaka as well as with
thelocal govt offices

3, Immediate reconstruction of
thebarrage in the spots whereit has
beenwashed away

4. Placing water pump in the rice
fields to save the crop otherwise
people in these areas will suffer
from famine

5. Provide shelter to those who
have lost their homes and belong-
ings

6. Start immediate relief work to
provide food for those who have
nothingtoeat

In addition to the Govt. initia-

tive we wrge the NGOs and local
associations to organise volunteers
and send them to the devastated

areas with food and elothes.

Muohd. ShahAlam (President)

Dr. Rashidul H. Khan (Senior Advisor)
Greater Barisal Division Association
NewYork, USA

Fresh and healthy
foods! '

Now-a-days alots of stepshave been
taken to standardise the foods ofthe
renowned fust food shops. Now,
when the 'behind the scenes' facts of
the fast food culture is revealed, we
have been totally dependent on
those shops which are inspected.
But nctunlhl mher}l: are di:i:ut remairll-
ing - on which the or eople
h;f\;.rt. to depend muche W%ann?m
those? Should we abandan those till
inspections?We should be eligible to
determine the quality of foods by
ourselves. Some sort of fraining or
technology may be helpful in this
regard. For anytime we take
toxic materinls with the food.It's the
government’s duty to make people
consciousabout the mxir:fum!s!hey
take, and also to ensure supply of
proper foad everywhere.

Diba

Mohammadpur, Dhaka
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