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AZl Nazrul Islam, ‘
Rabindranath Tagore,
Ghalib, Homer, Shakespeare,

Wordsworth, Byron, Keats, Shelly,
Tennyson....I could go on and on.
The list of poets who have enriched
us with the beauty of their words is
endless. Take Homer's Odyssey for
instance, it is one of the most
famous epics and tells the tale of
Odysseus and the trial and tribula-
tions he faced during his journeys
and was written an unbelievable
3,000 plus years ago. Then we have
Rabindranath Tagore who won the
Nobel Prize for literature in 1913 for
his collection of poems, the
"Gitanjali". Maybe lam wrongburtit
seems nowadays people are neither
particularly interested nor aware of
the amazing legacy left by all these
immensely talented people in the
form of their poems. I wotild love to
be wrong but in these days where
technology is advancing in leaps
and bounds, and the internet is at
our fingertips, the youth of today
are not interested in the art of
poetry, Letter writing has been
replaced to a certain extent by email
and text messaging. In addition,
these forms of communication do
not require us to know punctuation,
grammar or even require us to spell
cortectly so they are not exactly
conducive to reading or writing
poetry. | think in some gquarters, to
be seen enjoying poetry caneven be
considered a "geeky" or "nerdy"
pastime. But all [ can say is that
those people who have never been
touched or moved by a piece of
poetry are missing out on a beauti-
ful part of life.
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In some quarters, to he
seen enjoying poetry
can even be considered
a "geeky” or "nerdy”
pastime. But all | can
say is that those peo-
ple who have never
been touched or moved
by a plece of poetry
are missing outon a
beautiful part of life.

If we had to define poetry, how would
we doit? Whatwe knowisthatitisaform
of literature that is ancient in its nature
and has undergone many changes and
has evolved and been re-invented over
time. But what exactly is poetry?
Accordingto onedefinition, 'Poetryisan
imaginative awareness of experience
expressed through meaning, sound, and
rhythmic language choices so as to
evoke an emotional response. Poetry
has been known to employ meter and
rhyme, but this is by no means neces-
sary. The very nature of poetry as an
authentic and individual mode of
expression makes itnearly impossible to



