Why we need sex education

According to the writers of SWM's cover story (September 9), educating the
youth and making them concerned about sex is necessary. There is no doubt
about this. But the writers’ discussion, arguments and examples made it
seem like we need sex education only to get rid of the consequences of pre-
marital sex. But the fact is that sex education is needed mainly for after mar-
riage. [ am actually doubtful about the authors' intention of whether they
were trying to make us understand the importance of sex education or to
encourage premarital sex. :

Certainly, premarital sex is not compliant with our culture and heritage. It
is also a serious crime, only common among enthusiasts of Western culture
(mainly, in the upper classes), who do not have any respect for their own
culture, heritage, religion and law. The cases cited in the story were of univer-
sity students and these things happen more in private universities. They are
very rare in public universities. Such rare cases should not be cited as com-
monones. Though the story had some vague logic behind legalising premar-
ital sex, it did not say how many people actually desire it. I don't think it will
be more than 10 percent of the population. Although some people view pre-
marital sex as natural, it should not be legalised in our society. The accep-
tance of premarital sex will lead to a further acceptance of extramarital sex,
as the story itself said that many people are not satisfied with a single part-
ner. We certainly do not want a society where extramarital affairs are legal-
ised, for thiswill increase divorce rates.

The idea that legalising premarital sex will solve social problems such as
harassment or rape does nothave a strong basis either, as we can see that even
in many Western countries where sex is open, sex-related crimes are still ram-
pant. Rather, I think our position should be one of reducing premarital sex by
teaching people that it is not legally or religiously accepted in our society. |
think the government should censor satellite channels and enforce strong
laws regarding pornography on the internet. We need sex education not to
allow premarital sexbutto preventitand ensure happy, stable marriages.

Md. Selim
Dept.of CSE
Shah Jalal University, Sylhet

Muslim Brotherhood is Bunk?

Just after the big tsunami hit last year, | was in London watching money
being raised internationally for the victims. Indonesia, Maldives, countries
with huge Muslim populations suffered the most. British kids were giving
their lunch money, old people at post offices were contributing from their
pensions. It was amazing to see the spirit with which it was all raised for
largely Asian/Muslim victims far away, especially in the post-9/11 world.
The British people alone gave $198m USD; the Japanese governmentoffered
around $500m, Germany around $600m, the USA then upped their initial,
lower offer. When the offer from Saudi Arabia came in | was shocked to see
them offer only $10 million USD and the UAE offer $2m. It made me think,
when push comes to shove, who are our true brothers? The Saudis can invest
$7 trillion in the USA but can give only $10m in a crisis to their fellow
Muslims? It was embarrassing and shameful; it also didn't escape the notice
ofthe Western media. Itjust goes to show thatwhen it is convenient we are all
brothers, but when a crisis hits, we may be getting food from the hands we
have beenbiting.

A.Khan

Gulshan

In response to Rania Islam's

letter on 17/8

Saudi Arabia has one of the lowest
crime rates in the world. It is a safer
country to live in than secular
Bangladesh. There are almost no
rapes and, in the last five years, there
have been only fourteen murders.
TheTaliban have done Afghanistana
few favours -- like lowering the num-
ber of rapes after they came to
power. But the Taliban do not repre-
sent Islam; neither does any
Moulana or Imam. They themselves
have violated the Shariah law.
Bangladesh is a secular country. Has
"modernisation” improved the lives
of the poor? In my opinion, the rich
only got richer and the poor poorer.
Why wouldn't Islam be appropriate
in this day and age? If laws aren't
strict, what is the point of having
them at all? I advise the writer to
study Islamic law carefully from
authentic sources before coming to
any conclusion.

Abrarur Rahman

On the two-day weekend

The government has recently
declared a two-day weekend in a bid
to curtail government expenditures.
By doing so, the government has
reverted to the office hours of the
previous regime. A five-day week was
introduced by the previous regime
for austerity measures as well. Four
years have passed in the meantime.
The government should be held
responsible for the additional expen-
ditures incurred by keeping the
offices open six days a week for the
last four years. Moreover, the govern-
ment is yet to inform the country
about the total amount to be saved as
a result of the new office timings.
Businesses are definitely going to
suffer and the country will possibly
be preparing for another population
boom.

S. Ahmed
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