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Did CEC need to say
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should have left it to a PSC spokes-
persan or better still its chairman to
give such a detailed explanation) he
guve a long namation of how the
recruitment took place, when it was
advertised, how many applied, how
many passed, etc, and concluded
that appointments were made on
the basis of merit. (Howis heso sure?
Haven't political bias interfered
with PSE selections in the past? Why
does the CEC take upon himself to
certify actionsof the PSC?).

The CEC really stuns us all when

says, "Political loyalty is not our

concern.” He adds that every-
ofie s entitled to his or her political
bellef, as they are entitled to cast
their votes. He further states that if
one is meritorious one should get a
jobiltis immaterial whetherone was
aJCDleader or not. One's pastis not
important and what counts is if one
isworkingwellor not.

. Taking the comment as a whole
wie are compelled to think whether
the CEC is at all aware of what hold-
ing an election really means, We are
forced to wonder whether he real-
ises that election is fundamentally a
political process. Itis as much based
on fitcts as it is based on people's
perception. Just as 'a Justice' has not
only to be fair but also "has to be
seen to be fair” so also an election
has not only to be free and fair but
also perceived to be free and fair,
People must be able to believe that
the election results have truly
reflected their wishes and desires,
For that "public faith’ to come about
the credibility of the EC has to be
beyond question, above every hint
of suspicion.

The CEC in his comments used
words like "political ideology”,
"political loyalty”, "political belief*
and "the right to vote" as if there are
no differences between them. He
appears tohive equated themwitha
citizen's right to vote. Is it his view
that there is no difference between
being an activist of a political party
and the fact that one votes in an
election once in every five years?
Can “palitical loyalty” and deciding
tovote for a particular candidate in
an election be considered the same?
Doesn't the CEC know that voting
rights may be exercised purely on
thebasis ofattractiveness of a candi-
date and not for his political affilia-
tion. May we humbly point out that
acitizen's rightto vate is fundamen-
tally different from “political loy-
alty”, which the CEC said is not a
matter of concemn for him. It very

_muchshouldbe.
According to our reports, and no

one has contradfetéd thinyet, br-

the 150 UEQ's recently appointed 89
are JCD leaders of Dhaka University
and the rest are fram Rajshahi,
Chittagong, and Jahangirnagar
universities, and Agriculture
University in Mymensingh, Islamic
University in Khulna and other
different colleges. Doesn't the Chief
Election Commissioner have any
curiosity as to where his staffs are
coming from? Hasn'titstruckhimas
odd asto how such a concentration
of meritorious students has sucd-
denly taken place in the JCD whose
proficiency is well known In most
fields other than in academic mat-
ters. Doesn't the CEC know that
most meritorious students do not
belong to political parties? Yet he
thinks nothing of going out of his
way to certify a process of recruit-
ment that he neither conducted nor
had any sayin. s
Elections in Bangladesh have
always been a contentious process.
Theicontention surrounding it has
gotten worse every time we held
one, Such Is the depth of mutual
suspicionamong our major political
parties that every action of one is
looked upon with suspicion by the
other. Though it is a declaration of
"Na trust” on our political parties,
yetfwe have found it necessary to
amend our constitution and put
into place, being the only place in

IMF assures
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and the unprecedented rise in petro-
leumn prices Bangladesh has main-
tained macro-economic stability and
has kept fiscal deficit at around 4

percent.

Bangladml; hopes to m:hiwa:l a
growth rate of over 5.5 percent, the
minister said adding that rt and
emittance growths have been
robust.

The IMF managing director
praised the ovenill macro-economic
pérformance of the government
despite unfavoreble external situa-
tion.  He appreciated B:lngtndesh;
export ce
Lqﬂcnndnlppamlmg?dwplmhm\

phaseout.

i csh[sintmﬁm

1t [Ogramme
tot ' for release of PRGF tranche
recently. He said the current pressure
on the extemal position is rendered
mqr_!y : USSOLIees.

hmﬂw IMF to considersome
financing facility for low-income
countries to meet the external shock
due to the unpre ted rise in oil
PSR
the government

ﬂmt its Emlaum prices respond-
o prices.

Hato' observed that“the central
bank's tightening of the monetary
puﬁcfmhﬂ_s gen appropriate. He

encouraged the government to
* Strengihen 135 collection drive and

mhﬁn}t?itssupp&mua:mgiidm

the world, a unique system of non-
party caretaker government for
three months to conduct our
national elections.

Given the atmosphere of such
intense suspicion the Election
Commission needs to be particu-
larly careful of two fundamental
things: a) How it conducts itself
(including what the CEC says) ; b)
What type of people it gets as its
staff. Fere the CEC has a tremen-
dous role, both legal and moral. We
understand that he had no say in
what the PSC did isAterms of selget-
ing the UE®s? But Te heedn't have
gone out of his way to certify the
veracity of the process. And most
importantly, we think, he could have
taken a far stronger moral position
in upholding and ensuring the
neutrality of the EC staff. Instead, he
seemed to be in a great hurry to
brush aside serious questions being
raised by those who know the pro-
cess and the media about the
recruitment of the UEOs.

We conclude with a few ques-
tions for our CEC. It is credible that
those who have been activists of a
political party till yesterday, and
those who have immensely bene-
fited from that association includ-
ing perhaps getting the job at hand
would suddenly turn into a saint
and allow a free and fair election to
be held? Will they permit it when a
free and fair election may (but not
necessarily) mean that the very
party they have served all these
years may actually lose that elec-
tion, when they can help it? Will
they permit it when losing that
election may mean that they will
lose the very jobs that they got
during their own party's tenure? We
hope the CECwill seriously think of
theissues we raise. Thereis much at
stake and he has such a pivotal role

to play.

Military launches
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committee in this connection, the
well-placed official said, "There is
no need to form a commitiee as
there are many intelligence wings in
all the three forces. There is also the
DGFlatthe top. The intelligence has
automatically started the inquiry.”

Harun was arrested on the basis
of information given by JMB cadre
Obaidullah Suman, who was
arrested in Kishoreganj on
September 14. Suman also named
one Mohiuddin, a former honorary
captain of the army claiming that
both Harun and Mohiuddin trained
the ]MBbomb squad.

Bath, Hanineand Suman, ngw.an
police remand, are being interro-
gated at the Joint Interrogation Cell
{JIC) in Dhaka.

"The ex-defence officials are no
longer concemns of the defence
forces. But Harun's confessions lead
also to serving personnel. This
demands we investigate Harun's
files in the army, which we will do if
we find it necessary," the official
added.

Ice cream

FROM PAGE 20

Rokan Ud Doulah fined factory
owner Fumayun Kabir Tk 30,000
under the Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution (BSTD act.

Humayun Kabir, however,
thanked the mobile court for carry-
ing out the drive, saying it will help
owners like him to be more careful
about maintaining food standard in
furture, g

The court also seized the chemi-
cals and flavours and emptied a
drumofice creamintothe drain.

The same court later raided the
Baitul Mukarram fewellery market
and fined as many as ten’jewellery
shops forusing faulty scalesaswellas
for following banned measurement
systen.

The court fined three jewellery
shops Tk 10,000 each for using faulty
scales and seven others Tk 3,000 each
for following banned 'bhori® mea-
surement system instead of metric
system. The court also seized all
faultyscales.

The ten jewellery shops that were
fined by the court are Rupsagar
Jewellers, Sharmin Jewellers, Bulbul
Jewellers, Ananda Jewellers, Urmi
Jewellers, Chandni Jewellers,
Momota Jewellers, Apan Jewellers,
Grameen Jewellers and Sinthia
Jewellers.

The court yesterday realised a
total of Tk 81,000 [n fines from the ice
cream factory and jewelleryshops.

Another mobile court of the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
mided different sweetmeat shops,
restaurants and confectioneries in
Mirpur and fined them Tk 55,000 for
keeping the environmentunhygienic
and using many materials without
label,

“"We found the factory of the
Banoful Sweetmeats unhygienic and
they were using raw materials like
dalda and ghee without any label,"
said Md Golam Sarwar, the public
analystofthe DCC,

Three other mobile courts raided
different restaurants and fast food
shops in Gulshan, Motijheel and
Dhanmond, filed 14 cases and fined
Tk 1,28,000 for not serving safe and
healthyfoad.

Our Rajshahi University
Correspondent reports: A mobile
court in separate raids in the city
yesterday reallsed Tk 41,500 in fines
from business organisations and
shops for adulterating foodstulf and
deceiving people inweight.

The court led by Metropolitan
Magistrate Jobeda Khatun raided
Shaheb bazar, RDA market, New
Market and Upashahar areas of the
cityandrealised the fine.

MOMIN MURDER
Family seek
safety fearing
further attack

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An arrestee in the Mirpur Commerce
College student Knmrul Islam Momin
murder case yesterday disclosed
before a magistrate's court the iden-
tity of the man who orchestrated the
Killing.

Hasibul Haque Johnny, 22, how-
ever, told the court he does not know
whehired Shah Alam for the murder

Meantime, Kamrul's family

' demanded immediate arrest of the
closed officer-in-charge (OC) Rafiqul
Islam of Maotijheel Police Station and
sought security fearing further attack

* onthem.

Johnny, whom Rapid Action
Battalion. (Rab) arrested on
Wednesday with ammunition in
Ibrahimpur, made his confession
before Magjstrate NaniGopal Biswas.

Hesald Shah Alam, a cadre of slain
Panu, designed the killing and
engnged five men for the operation.
The four others are Jewel, Tarek, Thot-
kata Babuand anunidentified man.

Alamwas furiouswith the familyas

to the Rab, said court sources quoting
Johnny. Panuwaskilled in"crossfire’.

Johsiny said Alam ordered the four
1o kill any son of Abdur Razzak at a
meeting in Mirpur on September 12,
They took position near Razzak's
North Thrahimpur house and Tarek
and Jewel shot his son Kamiul when
hecameout.

The court placed him on a two-day
remand in another case filed under
the Explosive SubstancesAct.

Razzak at a press conference athis
house said the killers are
twkillhisothersons, Hetermed the OC
the mastermind in the killing and
ongoingthreats.

The family filed three general
dizries with Kafrul Police Station and
lodged complaints with the home
ministry, Rab and Dhaka
Metropolitan Police commissioner
againstthe OC before thekilling.

13 Bangladeshi
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wherethe menwere pickedup.

He said Indian fishermen had
found the 13 men floating on slabs of
wood from their broken boat a few
hoursaftertheyhad capsized.

The rescued fishermen were now
at Dhamar port in Orissa state and
were awaiting verification of their
nationality before being sent home,
hesaid.

“We have already asked the state
home department to inform the
Bang) High Commission,” fena
said.

Dhamuma port is neatly 200km
narth of Bhtbaneshwar, the capitatof
Rl Pz st oo oy o ettty
I esh was & o co
reports that 16 fisherman had been
l ed and hundreds more were miss-
ng after heavy rain and wind-
whtpfed seas pummeled the coun-
try's 700-km coast.

ATN Bangla TV reported
Wednesday that 200 fishing boats
with 3,000 fisherman aboard were
missing. But on Thursday, Golam
Mostafa Chowdhury, President of
the Barguna Fishing Boat Owners
Association, told reporters that
about 60 boats with more than 500
fishermen still remained missing.

He said about 40 fishermen who
were pushed into Indian waters by
thestorm returned onWednesday.

Thefigures couldnotbe confirmed
by governmentofficials or police.

Blasts kill 6
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Paolice and ambulances rushed to
the site and carried the injured to
hospital. The blasts broke windows
of several shops and the smoke
blackened nearby hoardings.
Separately, two people were
injured when two bombs exploded
in the town of Kalat in the restive
southwestern province of
Baluchistan, police said.

BSF kills 1

FROM PAGE 20

eq while he was working in the
cropland near the border in the
morning. Sadeq diedinstantly.

The BSFlater took away the body,

'BDR immediately condemned
the killing and asked its Indian
counterpart to return the body
throughaflagmeeting.

Bapex rejects
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date for the IMC meeting to ap%lrme
its plan to drill the seven wells. These
a:eanugln ratary and adevelopment
well in the unexplored Chhatak east
ared, three development wells in
Chhatak west and two development
wellsinFenigas field area. ’

The blown-out Tengratila gas field
islocated inChhatakwest area.

The JVA dictates that Niko cannot
do any activity in the Chhatak east
since it has drilled two firm wells and
one optional well in the Chhatak west
and brought into production 50
million cubic feet per day (mmefd)

g5

But Niko filed to drill a single well
in Chhatak west through the repeated
blowoutsintheTengratila field.

Niko also proposed for drilling two
wellsintheFeni gas field inviolation of
itsJVA. The JVA demands that Niko will
conduct a "work-over” in the aban-
doned well of the Feni gas field to
begin gas production there.

Niko [s mrrlm to observe the

ﬂdﬂ'sw ormance fora year and
plan to drill new opment
wells.

But the Canadian companydidnat
follow this process at all. It drilled two
wells violating the JVA and from
October last year started supplying 40
mmefd gas o Petrobangla without

havinganycontract.

they had held Panu and turned himin |

fedaraly ﬁounnmum andrthe,
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Political double stailda‘rds
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Muslims are by and large a plousand
peace-loving community, which is
spread all over the world, they
observed.

Participants from home and
abroad also termed Bangladesh a
moderate Muslim nation and
lauded its people's peaceful coexis-
tence, communal harmony and
religious tolerince.

The vast majority Muslims in
Bangladesh do not make distinction
among different races, castes and
communities and are maintaining
good relationship with them for
long.

Noted nuclear scientist, Islamic
thinker and VC of Southeast
University Prof M Shamsher Ali
presented the keynote styled "[slam,
a Religion of Peace, Progress and
Harmony; and the Image of
Bangladesh as a Moderate Muslim
Nation".

Justice Dr Javid Igbal, former
chief justice of Pakistan and son of
great [slamic philosopher and poet
Allamalgbal, MA Cader of Sri Lanka,
Prof Dr Jamil Osman and Dr Haslina
of Malaysia, Dr Soherin Saleheen of
Indonesia and Hashim Kamaruddin
of Singapore addressed the inaugu-
ral sessfon presided over by CNRS
Chairman Dr Mahbubullah, CNRS
Secretary General Irtiza Nasim Al
delivered the welcome speech.

About 300 religious and spiritual
leaders representing madrasas and
Islamic institutes of Bangladesh are
taking part in the three-day meet
that aims to remove the wholesale
blame of terrorism on Islam and the
Muslims,

Justice Rahman in his speech
said a Muslim, who professes Islam
as a religion in its pristine glory,
cannot harbour any sort of extrem-
ism.

"Time is ripe to undertake the
scientific study and scholarly

research to focus [slam as a religion,
which believes in collective deci-
sion, give and take, tolerance,
human dignity, neighbourliness,
standard of equity and social con-
cern, love for all, and universal
brotherhood."

He said no country can claim the
absence of some degree of terror-
ism. People deprived of the basic
needs and distracted from the
teachings of religion may become
intolerant and dogmatic. They tend
to find relief in religious extremism
to satisfy their [usts and aspirations,
heobserved.

He urged Islamic scholars and
leaders of Muslim majority coun-
tries to contain the growth of poten-
tinl extremism through disseminat-
ingthe real teachings of Islam.

Presenting the keynote, Dr
Shamsher Ali said in all respect
Bangladesh can be veryrightly pride
of being a model of communal
peace and harmony.

"No matter how turbulent the
world becomes, we have to remain
calm and peaceful, and even in the
worst possible disaster, we have to
remember our humanity and forget
everythingelse," he said.

The non-communal character of
the government and people of
Bangladeshis very much reflectedin
the education sector, civil services
and employment in different NGOs,
hesaid.

“Islam and communal feeling
cannot stand together. A Muslim is
communal but the entire planet
population is his community,® he
observed.

Dr Javid Igbal said anyone who
patronises terrorism is actually
doing a mischief. Islam neverrecog-
nises terrorism because its main
message is peace, discipline, har-
mony, tolerance, among other
things, headded.

Referring to the struggles for

| \f"'

freedom in different countries
including Palestine, Bosnia and
Chechnya, he urged all to make a
clear distinction between 'terror-
ism' and 'struggle for freedom’.

Speaking at the working session
later, former chief election commis-
sioner Justice Mohammad Abdur
Rauf said Islam is the most progres-
sive concept in the world. It is the
treasure of peace and doctrine of
disciplines, while the Holy Qur'an is
the treasury of total knowledge.

He however admitted the
Muslims have been thrown into
confusion and have made their own
entity miserable, as they are far
behind the knowledge-based power.

“Islam does not conquer through
the words or sword. ..it conquers the
world and mind of people through
love. Islam's messaoge of peace,
harmony, tolerance, brotherhood
and love attracted peoplein the past
and will continue to conquer.”

He bitterly criticised the Bush
administration and said the US
government is committing the
higgest terrorism in Iraq against
women, children and uannned
peaple. A

"As a Bangladeshi I can travel
across the world with courage, but
can an American move so freely?
Even an American can't claim him-
self outside his country as American
with courage because of terrorism,”
Justice Raufobserved.

He shot down the madrasa and
general education systems saying
these types of education have failed
to make peoplerealise whyAllah has
sentmankind in the world.

He stressed the need for bringing
amendment to the UN Charter and
said the UN should define terrorism
andstruggle forindependence.

The three-day seminar {s divided
into five technical sessions where
the participants will discuss the

keynote paper.

Blair's blind support
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activists worried the party could
become more right-wing, saying he
would not turn the L{heral
Democrat into "yetanother conser-
vative party in British politics”,

The speech saw the Liberal
Democrat leader harden his rhetoric
onIraq as he derided Blair's attempts
to "move on" fram debate on the Irag
war.

He said: "You cannot move on,
when the pfime minister remains in
denial.

"You can't move on when peaple
are dying every day. And you cannot
maove on when our British troops are
stillinthe firingline.

"After this week's events in Basm
we cannot sustain the myth that Iragis
seecoalition troopsasliberators.What
theyseeisanoccupation.

The ptime minister's pride
should not gl in the way of finding a
solutionforthe people of Iraq,

*His blind support for George Bush
{5 continuing to cost lives - [raqi citi-
zens and coalition soldiers.

"It's time he laid outr before
Purliament & proper, structured exit
strategy for the phased withdrawal of
British forcesfrom 3

Kennedy said British troops had
"served with distinction, courage
and great skdll* but made a personal
appeal to Blair to bring them home.

"Please listen, as you didn't before,
to millions of people in our country,
who are asking louder and louder as

every day goes by - 'when can our

Rab to get

FROM PAGE 20
meeting with Rab officials at the
ministry, which also decided to
speed ug Rab drives for safe and
secure observance of Ramadan and
Puja.

Duggtgm ter for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar directed the Rab
to intensify patrol and surveillance
activities across the country.

The Rab has so far nabbed 5,876
people, including listed criminals,
and seized 1,213 firearms, the meet-
ingwastold.

troopsgohome?”.

And he said George Bush and

s o Sl

50 t
actually boosted the terror threat not
dinﬂnishedclll:.

Alate addition to Kennedy's highly

rsonal speech saw him defend his

eadership,

He spoke of his own liberal values
and his party's position as the “clear
alternative (o a discredited Labour

mment’. :

"Others mayhave becomeso full of
themselves that they also think they
are full of better ideas about the lead-

umhiﬁj

"But based on experience that
direction w}JJ. for me, remain the
definition of good, genuine, marture
political leadership.”

Turning to the government's
Bmpmedund-mrlmhe

Inir of playing politics with the lead-
ers of the opposition parties by
appearing to include them in discus-
sions, then attempting to “spin® the
oulcome.

The has now revealed
its proposals and the Liberal
Democrat would not accept what was
onoffer, hesaid.,

4 killed

Fun;t PAGE 20 Rinse ok i
stration in protest L what they
said regulor accident on the road due
toreckless driving. Police brought the
situationunder controlafteranhour.

Police recovered the body of Abul
Kashem, 47, driver of one of the
buses. He hailed from Nabinagar in
Comilladistrict. : '

Three people died soon after
admission to Gazipur Sadar
Hospital. Two of them were identi-
fied as Abdul Jalil, 35, of Saudpara,
Sunamganj, and em, 40, of
village Biroi of Gafargaon,
Mymensingh. Identity of the other
could nothe known,

OF the injured, 15 were admitted
to Dhaka Medical College and
Hospital and the remaining 35 o
Gazipur Sadar Hospital

Lankans complete

FROMPAGE 1

60.4 overs. Earlier, Bangladesh were
asked to follow-on when they were
bundled out for 191 in the firstinnings
inreplytothehosts' 457-9 declared.

Therewasnorespitefor the visitors
after Chaminda Vaas, the ace left-arm
seamer who has had a poor series,
removed overnight pair Mohammad
Ashraful and nightwatchman
Shahdat Hossain in successive overs.

Ashraful, who added ive runs to
his overnight 21, had to play at a
superb outswinger and Thilan
Samaraweera snapped a superb low
catchatsecondslip.

Vans then set Shahadat with o few
ous misleading the tailender
tolift the bat to adelivery that heldline
after pitchingonthe off-stump.

Sri Lanka's leading paceman was
the pick of the attack with 3-16 while
left-arm spinner Rangana Herath,
who ended the Bangladesh innings by
removing Syed Rasel, finished with 3-
52,

Herath was hit for successive

*he had

boundaries by Aftab Ahmed (25) but
had his revenge in the next ball when
b;flu last 5pechﬂiatwbutleﬁ
jcaught by Samaraweera at slip for
firstwicket.

Khaled Mashud, the only batsman
to spend more than an hour on crease
in each innings scoring 26 and 18

, was dismissed for the
second time by Muttiah Muralitharan
wha took his tally to highest 14 wickets
intheseries,

Although Samarmaweem's patient

hundred th a
mnmﬁwom%i
the man-of-the-match award, his
fellow centurion in this Test
Tillakaratne Dilshan was adjudged
man-of-the-series for two significant
knocks ol 86 in the first Test and 168 in
thesecond.

Bangladesh, who have now lost all
five Tests against Sri Lanka, will fly
home on September 26. Except a win
and a draw Zimbabwe at
home, they have suffered nine innings
lossesintheirlast 11 Testappearances.

JMB recruited
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they have gathered some important
information regnrd!nE the August 17
count de serial blast and the
banned Islamist outfit ]MB from
Nurul [slam, an ehsar (district unit
chief) of IMB.

Nurul Islam of Barua in Tangail
admitted that he was one of the
organisers of training for around 150
JMB militants at Shakhipur in
Tangail

There are nothing more to glean
from Masud as he is merely a field
level operative, the investigator said
seeking anonymity. "We now need
to quiz Nurulintensively,* he said.

Meanwhile, Nurul Islam, Abdur

man Masud and others arrested
in Kaliakair in Gazipur on Tuesday
were placed on an eight-day remand
each bya Dhaka court yesterday.

The Detective Branch (DB) of
police produced them before the
court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka with prayers for
10-dayremand.

SHAHI

Rajshahicorrespondent reports:
Palice in Cnng:j j found a
military book bearing the name of its
owner, one Kawsar Hossain Mondol,
at the time of arresting IMB leader
MohabbatAli at Gomostapur.

The book containing lessons on
field crafts isavailable only to
the Bangladesh Armed Forces,
sourcessaid. '

Police are investigating if Kawsar is
adefense personnel. L
JHENIDAH
Our Magura comespondent writes,
two suspected JMB cadres Thsikul
Islam Rinku and Belal Hossain,
arrested in Jhenidah on August 19,
weresent tothe[ICin Dhakayesterday
forinterrogation. /

Rinku has already given statement
to a magistrate confessing to his
invalvernent in the August'17 bomb
blastsinJhenidah.

He, however, denied his inyolve-
ment with JMB and claimed himself
an activist of "Allnohr Dal" (God's
party). He also named Matin Mehedi,
son of Enamul Huq of Gaibandha
town, astheirleader.

The other arrestee Belal, who also
claimed himsell an activist of Allahr
Dal, admitted to police to having
carried out bomb blast on August 17,
policesaid.

Twenty activists of Allahr Dal,
including Mehedi and 14 others were
arrested in Ambpur area in Jhenidah
town on October 20, 2003. They were
laterreleased on bail.

Saarc energy ministers

Soae PrergyFi

n
Sanrce::ﬁvctgygéxpum will sit for a
two-day meeting on Sept 29-30 to
decide the ﬂgm&n of the ministerial
meetinginlslamabad.

Official sources said projects
concerning cooperation In energy
traicle, independent power producers,
efficiencystandards, fuel efficiency for
road transport, CNG, rural electrifica-
tion, micro-hydro electric and wind
energy plants will be discussed in the
meetin

'mugémm Energy Centre, which is
now under consideration, will act asa
cal for economic growth and
development in the region. [t will
concentrate on the s g of infor-
mation, technological expertise and
hardware.

Sources said all member countries
would benefit from Nepal's efforts at
firel conservation, like battery -
ered rickshaws and solar water heat-
ers aswell as Bangladesh's promotion
of muml cooperitives for electricity
generationand distribution.

Saarc s seeking the cooperation of

the Association of South East Asian
Nations (Asean) to learn from their
experience and cooperate with them
in various energy projects, sources
said. N

The Daily Times of Pakistan quot-
ingan official said mc’ﬁye:peru ofall
Saarc states submitted proposals o
finalise the terms of reference to
appeint consultants for developing
plans to esta grid stations con-
nectingthe memberstates.

Nepal and Bhutan generate 40,000
megg:!mm of I ectricity which
can be exported to other Saare coun-
triesthrough common grid stations.
e Tieie ity EaRetD]

e electricity generate
Nepal and Bhutan unﬁr a bilateral
agreement and wants to maintain this

privilege.
An official said Saarc would form

an electric power regulatory body to
deal with the energy Bﬂ?ﬂ in the

on.
Meanwhile, Pakistan will also host
amegtingofSaarc finance ministersin

October in Islamabad ahead of the
13thSaareSummitin Dhaka. |

Top terror

FROM PAGE 20

Court, Dhaka handed down the
sentence at 4:15pm yesterday,
around four hours later than the
scheduled time.

Police produced Arman before
the court in the afternoon bringing
him from KashempurJail in Gazipur.
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
arrested Arman at his Dhanmondi
residence on June 2004 with three
firearms and 146 bullets.

The judge declared the verdict at
a packed courtroom where Arman's
father SM Ainul Haque was pregont.
Arman burst into tears hearing the
verdict while Ainul termed the

to the higher court.
Assistant Public Prosecutor
Shahidullslam Sardar moved for the
overnment while Advocate
ahbub Ahmed counselled the
defence. The prosecution and the
defence had completed their -
ments earlier and the court recorded
statements of 16 prosecutidn wit-
nesses including statement of the
complainant, Sub-inspector (SI)
AbdurRoufofRab-4.
Arman had been on remand for
31 days. The first 10 days foran arms
case and the remaining 21 days for
three murder cases filed with
Motijheel, Khilgaon and Mirpur
Police Stations.

15 more down
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were released yesterday, Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) sources said.

e sources also claimed that the

h%gﬁamwmmﬁ

DCC authorities have stepped up
. mosquito control acdﬁl.tcs.w ll;
u

from more areas of the city,
Dhanmondi, Azimpur, Mirpur,
'Mahanm':dpm'.'ﬁgﬁmmhioghbam
Shantinagar, ast;Ln hanpur,
Khilgaon, } and Sabujbagh, are
[allingvictimto thevirs.

Moreover, the DCCis collecting the
addresses af the newly infected
patients and conducting special
spraying and fogging activities in
around 1,000 yards of those patients’
housestokilllarvaeand adult mosaqui-
[Aoes.

The DCC officials also suggested
that the people should keep the flow-
erpols, unused cans and containers,
including those of freeze and refriger-
ators, clean and empty, so that
water, the breeding ground of Aedes,
cannot remain stagnant for a long

time. In this way people can protect
:’hmmetms rmm:i ﬂgﬂ of the
According to the control room of
the health directorte, 404 dengue
atients have been admitted to the
ospitals since June this year and 351
werereleased sofar.

JS body
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expressed its displeasure as viola-
tion of labour law in many factories
was found duringinspection.

The meeting suggested actions,
including cancellation of licence,
against the factories that will fail to
improve the situation.

It also asked the authorities
concemed to continue the ongoing
inspection drive to improve the
existing situation in garment facto-
ries and give a boost to RMG export
byensuringinternational quality.

It asked all concermned to take
effective steps to reduce child
Iabour.

Chaired by Mosharraf Hossain
Mongu, the meeting was attended,
among others, by committee mem-
bers State Minister for Labour and
Employment Aman Ullah Aman,
Shajahan Khan, Mufd Mohammad
Wakkas, Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, and Newaz Mahmud
Khaiyam.
Senior officials concerned and
BGMEA representatives were also
present.

Small power plant
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temeliminatesbiddingsystemand
ereby does not guarantee quality or
low price.
S Ba:r:um:is E:hm to be submitted to
g;l Energy Regulato
Co n l&ﬂaﬁ October 2
with the aim to small power
plantlicencestothe parties.
el b b
u ung 15 0
the nltmmﬁwynnmmr 10USC. @ PUWLL-
ful political official of the Pame
Minister's Office (PMO), & full minis-

terand ahostolparlinmeii i
aposiatpatini i

(L
the market to find real puwer plant
gﬂpﬂs towhom they can "sell the

Other Interested ruling party
ﬁ'c:ple. however, __rﬂl m‘:P'y gver the

Asource sgid, “Theyview thisasan
insult. Those who got the deal are
dmlﬁ:uemmheijsmflhcmpmwm-
ites of the ruling pnr‘l;zmand those who
have been left out this as their
status demotion.”

The feud putheavy pressure on the
PMO, resulting in halting the process,
the sourceadded.

To halt the process officially, the
PDB on Wednesday issued a letter
addressing the power ministry, saying
611 Do b acryleciied
ments. The power ministry to
haltityesterday

The PDB said the amended Eol
would demand the Engineering
Procurement Construction contrac-
tors letter assuring the commercial
opention dates The parties also must
provide bank guarantee for the project
cost. The plants will be given marks on

the basis of their efficiency and other.

issues. ¢
"But these are all just an excuse,”
quips a source. “The government is
not concerned hbout the future power
supgcl'ﬁbumlsﬂuwm thescheme as
a tarise election funds,
"Ultimately the country will p
the price of such a scheme. The
pawer plants will sell the PDB or Reb
t at Tk 2.2, while the
t ?hnt sells the same at
lessthanTik1.7.%

CEC rules
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"How can Tinvestigate this when no”

allegations came up while police
verifications were on?” he asked.

The CEC sald the allegation will
not leave an impact on forming the
newvoterlist.

"The new voter list will not be
created immediately due to a lack of
funds," he said, "We will be able to
complete the list before the next
election if we start the process in
next two months.”

Several national dailies pub-
lished a few days ago thatatleast 150
activists of Jatiyvatabadi Chhatra Dal
(ICD), student wing of ruling BNE,
and relatives of BNP lawmakers
wereappointed UEOs.

BPC to stop
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bills amounting to around Tk 500
crore b‘{mS:plember 15, which has
already been expired.

But the two state-owned organi-
sations are at loggerheads over the
amount,

Biman said the amount as
claimed by BPC s not based on facts
and the arrears will notexceed

Tk250 crore.

The BFC chiirman in the letter
also advised Biman to procure jet

fuel atits own arrangement after the

time frame,
BPC also issued a similar letter in
the middle of last year that
rompted the authorities to hold an

ter- terial meeting on June 7,
2004 chaired by Finanee Minister M
SaifurRahman.

As per decision of the meeting,
Biman had been boying jet fuel
from BPC in cash in addition to
paying TK 5 ¢rore towards the
arrears in each month.

“unanimous resoluton

Those who went hysteric about
getting a bite of a small power project
and then got assured of such deals are
now looking for real power developers
as they do not have the minimium
oo,

oughtit easy (o get
It.ui::ym._;éut Llah;;m L:.ﬂa lnck of mr-.;;-est
ere. The pli nt suppliers
are uslcingpmr h?%'l %ﬂdlgu 'i‘hg.rFl will
need engineers to understand what
Uity aminnt tan bonimg et thio cses’ & e
e, ™ satd thesouree.
"o the small plants demand.

imynefent mn tween Tk 150
nnf&qu]j 1‘11!3%| cxfﬂ%%mirmhmm'
will be blocked for at least 18 months
tosetup theplant.

"But still, those whodid nat get the
deaj“mntaplwi:soﬂbecaka.ﬂy :

The countryis curren ExFeﬂmn-
ing an official load shedding of arotnd
300 MW to 500 MW adiy, unoffi-
cially the figure soars between 1,000

and 1,500 MW, as the government
failed to add power plants in pace with
thedemand growth.

BB asks
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institutions. The central bank also
sent pictures of the three militants
alongwiththe letters,

In the letter, the three wanted
militants were identified as
Moulana Obaidur Rahmun lboe
Ahdullsh, son of fate Moulana
Abdullah Ibnwe Faisal of Jamalpus,
Moulana ‘Abdur Rashman [bne
Abdullah alias Shaikh Abdur
Rahman, and Siddiqul Islam
Pramanik alias Bangla Bhal, son of
Nazir Hossain alias Master
Shamsher Ali of Gabtoli upazils in .
Bogra. The letter also mentioned
Azizul Islam, Omor Ali and Litu as
other three aliases of Bangla Bhai.

The BB sought information on
the opening dates, triansactions and
current deposits oftheseaccounts.

Earlier on September 11, the

mment announced reward for
information leading to the' tof
Abdur Rahman and Bangla Bhat,:
accusing them of August 17 serial
bomb blasts across thé counts .

The BB move to collect informs-|
tion regarding the bank accounts o
the three militants came after
government advice, which man
considered to beadelayedaction.

According to BB sources,
were aware of some of the
accounts of the three militants but
could not take any steps as there was
noinstruction from the nt.

Earller, on request of the BB on
September 1, 'some commercial
banks sent account details of
arrested Moulana Farid Uddin
Masud, which areyetto becompiled
intoareport.

EU backs down
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demand in the interest of a
approved
the IAEA board, which meets this
week

Iran's official IRNA news
confirmed the diplomais' statements,
citing Germany's ambassador (o the
IAEA, Herbert Honsowitz, gs saying:
"The EU has withdmwn its request to
send Iran's case to the Security
Couneil.” f

Western countries suspect Tehran
is developing atomic weapons under
cover of a ;:i\ri[lan mwﬁmw
programume. [raninsists its program s
peaceful and intended o meet jts
energyrequirements,

1e main point of the new draft,
diplomats said, wasforthe IAEAboard
to pass a resolution this week declar-
inglIran in "non-compliance” with the
nucleag Non-Proliferation
(NPT), but not explicitlyealling:
SecurityCouncilreport, = =

Technically, the TAEA board [s
required to report NPT non-
compliance to the Sectitity Coungil,
but EU diplomats said it wils possible
to delaythisindefinitely:




