RUWN Princa Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz
the lgaders of the
K_h'nn_dum of Saudi Arabla who buil
&;&ndam_rht@yﬂh‘lbmm development
P
| He look responsibiliies since the eary
! stages of his fife, and worked with all the
. successive Saudi Monarehs from King Abdul
* Aziz till the era of the Custodian of the Two
. Holy Mosques. He was always at the core of
+ the Saudldomesticandforeign palicy.
| Crown Princa Sultan was bom on Jan 5,
. 1928, He lived under the careful eye of his
¢ father, the founder King Abdul Aziz. On Jun 2,
1847, he was nominated the govemor of
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Riyadh by King Abdul Aziz. When the first
cabinet was formed, Prince Sultan [ook the
portfolio of the ministry of Agriculture on
Decambear 24, 1953, One of the great projects
he exectled, at that time, was the setilement
of the nomads which was one of the concems
of he govemmeant. On November 5, 1955 he
was appointed minister of transport. On
October 13, 1962 he was appointed Minister
of Defence, Aviation and [nspector General.
Since then, the Amed forces witnessed
great development in ils reorganizing,
modemizing of Iis military weapaons and
equipment’s, bullding of its military schools
and colleges. All branches of Saudi Armed

Forces achieved a big jump in modemisation
and became one of the most advanced
ammed forces,

Complementary projects were  also
established, such as military hospitals,
housing cifies which were built according to
the latest specifications, The Crown Princa is
kean to spend national and religious holidays
visiting military units and camps In the various
paris of the Kingdom. In thesa visits, Crown
Prince Sultan mests all anmed forces persan-
nel, including officers, non-commissioned
afficars and soldiers.

In 1982, he was appointed second deputy
premier in addition to his responsibilities as
Minister of Dafence, Aviation and Inspector
Genperal. In his capacity as second deputy
premier, he chaired a number of the cabinet
meetings. He represented the Kingdom [n
many Intemational conferences, He also
visited mostof the friendly countries. In 1986
Crown Prince Sultan delivered a historle
speech atthe UN onits 40thanniversary.

In addition, Crown Prince Sullan chairs a
number of differant specialised commiliees
including:

» The general organisation for defence |

Industries.

@ Saudiprogramfor strategicstorage.

o Thecommitiee of economic balance,

e Thacouncil ofwork foree,

& Board of direclors of Saudi Arablian

Alrlines (SAUDIA).

‘The higher council forslamic affairs.

e (ha national commission for wildlife
conservation and development.

Crown Prince Sultan is well known for his
chanty and good deeds. He established
*Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Saud Charity
Saclety” which s supervisad by a Board of
Trustees headed by himself.

Our heartiest felicitations and greetings to the Government, Royal
Family and the Brotherly People of the ngdom of Saudi Arabia on
the auspicious occasion of their

King Abdullah
Bin Abdul Aziz

Ut

National Day
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Huly Mosqua at Makkah

Holy Mosque at Mdfnh

Klng Abdul Aziz |
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*There is no divinity but God and
Muhammad Is the Messenger of God.* He
then set about the task of building the
structures of a modem state. He began fo
open the doors lo a bright futura for his
people. One of his acts was lo implement &
scheme (o sellle nomadic bedouins into
seltled communities; he called "AlHiji to
which he brougnt instructors, teachers and
axperts inmany fields, He began to relaase
the productive potential of the people, belng
carefullo heed the needs and aspiralions of
all tha peaple of the Kingeom.

The secunty of Hajj (Pilgrimage) roads
was one of his main objectives. Pilgrims fo
Makkah and visitors (o [he Mosque of the
Prophet in Medinah fearad for their lives
when undertaking those joumeys. He took
stam measure agalnst the miscreants and
secured a safe passage for travelers fo the
Holy place.

Aftantion to Hely Place; King Abdul Aziz
paid special atiention lo the Holy places.

During his reign, AlHaram Mosque In
Malkah was renovated and vastlyimproved
while the Mosque of the Prophetin Medinah
saw a substantial enlargament to
accommadats the ever ncreasing number
of visitors.

King Abdul Aziz was the first to call Islami
salidarity. He believed in the unity and
cooperation between the peoples of the
Muslim warld, for the good of humanity as a
whole, He set up the first. Islamic
Conference in Makkahin 1346 H (1926 AD).
His young state had an intimation of good
fortune when oil was discovered In tha
Eastem Provinca in 1938, Then the meagra
income from oll helped the Kingdom to
accalerate development in the country.
Many projects came o fruition, such as Lhe
rall line connecting the capital Riyadh with
the Eastern Province, opened In 1371 H
(1831 AD); the establishment of a national
airline in 1245, the Inauguration of
broadeasting, and saveral other projects,
Spread of Education: The King paid

special attention (o education. He sought
ihe spread of leaming 1o all parts of the
Kingdom. He pald generous granis (o
students and inltiated the production and
fréa distribution of lextbooks. He set up the
General Directorale of Education in 1926
and entrusted it with the task of opening and
administaring schoals. In the same year lhe
Saudi Scientific Institute was setup.

This is an establishment that produced
much of the ftalents that was fo run
govemment departments and the private
saclor. A schoal lo prepare siudants for
foreign scholarships was established, By
early 50s the Kingdom's first two calleges
were openad. Thesa were lhe College of
Humanities and the College of Sharia in
Makkah, whose main lask was o tulor
Judges and teachers. Young Saudis were
sent abmad lo study al universities in
Wesiam counries.

Education was not the King's only concam;
he also built roads, apened hospitals and
Introduced modem methods of govemment.

‘Simultaneously King Abdul Aziz pald

attention to the Kingdom's position among
the nations of the world and sought to
enhanca it on the Arab, [slamic and
Intemational levels. He enterad into Irealies
and established relalions with all nations.
Saudi Arabia was a founder member of the
United Nations Organization whose charter
the Kingdom signed in San Francisco n
1845. King Abdul Aziz (mok on and
vigorously defended Ihe [ust causes of the
Araband Islamicworlds.

A protagonist of world peace: The
Kingdom was a founder member of the Arab
League that saw [he light in 1844, King
Abdul Aziz stood side by side with Arab
states struggling to rd themselves of
colonialism and foreign interferance. He put
all his weight behind Ihe Palesiinian cause
and his famous meeting with America
President Roosevelt in 1945 and lhe
axchange of lettars with him about Palestine
are notable examples of his efforts on behalf
of the people of Palestine and the struggle

for thelr legitimate rights and their usurped
homeland. He sought lo secure word peace
by ensuring and human rights for all

Araband Forelgn historians have placed
King Abdul Aziz among the world's great
leaders. Volumes have been written
eulogizing his heroism, his many falents and
his unique persanality. He was a great and
plous (eader and an astula politician. He
passed away on 2 Rabi Al-Awwal 1373 H (8
November 1953). In his death the Arab losta
greal stalesman, and the world lost ana of
the greatest humanitarians and
protagonists of peace,

The pecple of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia as they enjoy Ioday the friis of his
labar and shelter under his great legacy,
they remember with pride their lsader's
striving and his victoes. His sans, who trod
the same path, have succeaded In
achleving what he strove so valianly for,
that is, progress, peace, prospenty and
welfare of tha paaple,

Late King Fahad
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He has visitad all the Arab states more than
onca and participated in many mestings and
conferances. He was a bold interlocutor and
campaigner for peace and amity, batween
Arab states. He stood by every Arab cause.
The history of the Palestinian (ssue is &
witness o his defence of the rights of the
people of Palestine and his efforts explain
their legitimale claims (o he world [eaders
for more than a quarter of a century, To
ansure security and stability in the region
without sacrificing legilimate Arab rights, he
put farward a solulion (o the Meddle East
problems. Thatwas the (nitiative that cared
his name, and was later fransformed Into
decisions adoplted by the Arab Summit
Conferanca In Morocco [n 1962 and came (o
be known as the "Arab Peace Project”, His
Initiative was received favarably not only in
the Araband |siamic spheres but throughout
the world. The initiative was also adopted by
the Islamic’ Summit Conference of
Casablanca and formed the basis for the

Madrid Peace Conference of 1991, The
Leba non crigls thaterupted in 1975 received
he mnuilatury effort of the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, the fruits of which was
the canvening of the reconciliation
conference of Lebanese Parfiamentarians
held in Taif In Saudi Arabia in 1989, This
conference helped to restore calm to the
Lebanan and heal the wounds of conflict
and division. The Kingdom conlinuas (o
provide the Lebanon with political and
aconomic support to overcome the legacy
af the civil war. When the sistery state af
Kuwait suffered Iraqi aggression on 2
August 1990, the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques lata King Fahad toak up his
wall known stance that made possible the
retum of freadom to Kuwait, the Kingdom
playad host lo the govemment and the
people of Kuwait during the crisis as well as
halping Kuwailis abmad.

Gulf cooperations Late King Fahad has
sajd, "with the blessings of God, we have
succeeded In establishing with our brothers in

the Guif, @ strong and effective circle within
the circle of the Arab League: The Arabian
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC), ltistobe a
model for the level of co-operation among
Arab brothers and a prop that will strengthen
the Arab League, deepen. Arab relationships
and a shield protecting the Arabs from harm,*
As was hoped by the erstwhile Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques, the Council has
proved its effectiveness in mesaling the
challenges of recentevents in the Gulf regian,
especially during the Iragl invasion of Kuwait.
The Culf Co-operation Council took far-
reaching steps in co-operation and co-
ordinalion among the member states In
malters of security, military affairs, economy,
education and information. It has become a
homogenois unlt that ambodies the hopes
and aspirations of he people of the region
and thesa of the Arab and Islamic worfd.

lan of peace: Under the able leadership
of the then King Fahad, the Kingdon has had
distinguished contributions, consistent with
its Intermational standing In the politics and

on the Occasion of their 74th

National Day

econamy of the world. |ts Arab and Islamic
position [5 the focus of the altention and
respect of mare than a billion Arabs and
Muslims. Changes in the inlemalional scene
have helped fo enhance the Kingdom's
importance in world affairs and visits of the
Custodian of the Two Haly Mosques (o a
number of stales had a bearing on the
strengthening of relations with those states.
The King has an outstanding record in
confronting poliical and economic crisas. His
stanca on ol pricing and OPEC production
quotas have eamed him the regard of the
enfire world, A stance that halped o
consolidate world stability and foster world
fica and eam for the King the title *Man of
pe." He was always anxious to deal with
ibding crises with wisdom angd calm
pdnsiderition and sea them from the point of
ew of universal good as well as from thal of
b and lslamic interast. His far-reaching
vision amed him "Man of the Year™ title for
many fimes thiough polls conducted by the
mediz inanumber of countries.

Our Heartiest Felicitations to the Government and the
Brotherly People of the Kingdom
SAUDI ARABIA
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Set natlan's goal: His address © the
Shura Council on May 17, 2003 this year
was a clarion call to the nation lo bravely
faca lhe changed situation of the world
which is now at a cross road, He declared:
*The march of reform has remalned
uninterrupted and will continue with the
grace of the Almighty Allah. We will go on
the path of political and administrative
raforms, and we will work for revislionof our
systems and Instructions, and fo fighten
control on the performance of the gavt.
organs, aswell as broadaning the scope of
the popular participation, and opening
wider horizons for the work of woman
within the frame work of the laachings of
Islam. This nation s delermined on
eradicating all forms of lerrorism. The real
reform is the ane that emerges from the
nalion's faith and heritage, and tha raform
that is accepted by the nation willingly
without coemion™ The llustious leader of.
the Muslim word breathed his last an
August 1,2005.




