L v .&

King Abdul Aziz

.
-

‘Astaunch believer and protagonist

of world peace

ING Abdul Aziz bullt the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia on the slrong

folindation of the oneness of God
and Submission to the Judgement of God's
Haly Book and the Traditions of His Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upan him, Saudi
Arabia’s quast for a better (ife ok off under
his leadership, racing against time and
gelling new economic records. And,
consaquently within a few decades the
Kingdam took ils legilimate and prominant
placa in the comity of nations.

King Abdul Aziz built a vast State
occupying four-fifths of the Arablan
Peninsutaand caffed i1 1351 H (1932 AD)

" "The Kingdém of Saudi Arabia.” He named
it, having unified its component parts and
brought the people togather in peace, with
justice and securty. He set this day, 23
Septamber, to be the National Day of his
Kingdom. The nation celebrates this day
avery year and recalls with pride the deads
and achievements of its Greal Founder,

King Abdul Aziz followed in the footsteps
of the leaders of the two Saudi stales that
rose and fall in this region. The first Saudi
state emerged in the middle of the
gightaenth cantury through the alliance of
the ruler of Dirya, Imam Muhamamed Bin
Saud with the Islamic reformer Sheikh
Muhammad Bin Abdul Wahab. The alm of

* the allflance was fo spread true Istam and

punfy the faith and rid [t of the superstitions
and heresies thal attached themselves lo It
overcanturies of ignorance. The first fruit of
thal era was the unification of the disparate
regions, the gathering of the Inbes and (he
accaplance of the rule of God's law. A just
sociely living in peace over vastareas of the
Arabian Paninsula and beyand. Eventually,
the state came under the prassure of forelgn
Interference and wars, leading to s demise
and the ratum of the Paninsula to ils former
chaolic condition. The situalion pained
Abdul Aziz who was living with his family in
Kuwait. He swore ta regain his hartageat all
cosl. Al last on 5 i Shawwal A9 H (15
January 1902 AD) he' succeeded in
recapturing Riyadh, which tumed out fo be
the springboard for the unification of the
country. He fought battfes after battles, and
strove for nearly 31 years (o bind the nation
together and proclaim the establishment of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The people of
Paninsula saw tha nobility of his cause and
flockedtogetherunderhis banner,
Strong Bellefin God,:Abdul Aziz, driven by
a sirong belief in God, strong will and an
instinctive understanding of the needs of the
hour and aspiralions of his people,
succeedad In overcoming obstacles and
laid the foundation of the young state under
the banner of:
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

Late King Fahad

A pioneer of peace and progress

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia under lhe

leadership of the Cuslodian of, The
Two Holy Mosques lale King Fahad Bin
Abdul Aziz is considerad as a story of
achievements which laid the foundation of
future advances and set a sofid economic
base that propelled the nation into the
forefront among lhe productive and
axporting nations, The overall economic
developmentalso enabled the Saudisoclely
{o catch up with the bastin the world through
scientific and educational advances,
parlicularly during his tanure of office as the
first Minister of Education, History will record
many Initiativas of this distinguished Arab
and Muslim leader, which wera good for the
titizens of the Kingdom as well as for the
Arab and Muslim worlds. Serving the
causes of world peace and fostering
international tnderstanding are main
objectives at the heart of his efforts in (he
intemalional arena, The concentrated
efforts and regular initiatives of the Kingdom
towards this end testify 1o his wisa
leadaership. Consclous about his

T HE spectacular davelopment of the

responsibllities towards the Muslim world, .

his efforts have contributed to end many
conflict among Muslims and relief of many
tragedies that befell them. The role of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia In bolstering
Islamic solidarity and narrowing differences
among Muslims, a guiding prineiple of Saudi
palicy sinca tha days of the founder King
Abdul Aziz, s an IslamicRenet enjoined so
as o serva the unity of the Muslim warld.
Early years: Tha Custodian of the Two Haly
Mosques late King Fahad was bom in 1923
and grew up close o his father, late King
Abdul Aziz, the founder of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. He received his earfy education
at the hands of selected lutors and then he
joined the Saudi Scientific Instifute in
Makkah, which was primarily devotad to the
teactiing of religion and the Arble language.
He was known at an early age [o be fond of
attending his father's audience chamber. This
helped o develop his personality and acquire
the qualities of laadership. His father saw his
early promise, his diplomatic sense, his early
maturity and his prudence. Ha gave him
some responsibllities, the firstofwhichwas, in
1945, membership of the Saudi Arabian
delagation o the opening sessions, of the
Uniled Malions, headed by the late King
Faisal who was fhen Prince Faisal, the
Foreign Minister,

As Minister of Education: He was
appointad Minister of Education of the newly
astablished Ministry in 1953. Thus
becoming the firsl head of a formal
Education Ministry in the history of the
Kingdom, He began by drawing up a far-
reaching education polity, the fruits of which
ara still being enjoyed by the people of Saud
Arabia. The objectives of his educalion
palicy included:

1. Making all stage of educalion
avallable (o each and every citizen
throughout the country,

2. Inifiation of higher education through
the establishment of universities. The first of
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which was King Saud Univarsity set up in
Riyadh In 1957, the first university [n the
Arabian Peninsula.

3. Increasing scholarships for foreign
educational facilitles lo enlarge the poal of
qualified Saudis available lo staff the
Kingdom's education systam and serve in
gavemment depariments.

4. Seek evenlually to achleve self-

sufficiency In the number of Saudl teachers
in all stages of educations. Fahad's
objectives in education have all been
achiaved, The success aof his policy Is
exemplified In the education facts of the
Kingdom to-day. There ara more than
23,000 schools, more than 45 lakh students
ofboth sexes, seven universilies, numerous
specializad colleges andinstilutes,
As Intarior Minlster: When he took overas
the Minister of Interiorin 1962, he setabout
reorganizing it to meet the demands of a
maedem society. He saw through his
experiance as minister of education that
science and organizational discipline are
necessary to ralse standards of
parfarmance. Ona of his early initiatives was
the establishment of the College for Intemal
Sacurity Forces (now King Fahad Security
College) for (raining of the security
personngl in theorelical, practical and
military sciences atuniversity level.
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coincides with the great unifica-

tion of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. This memarable occasion is a
Clorious Day in the history of the
Nation.

On this Day, we recall with pride and
dignity the memories of our great
leaders, On this Day, His Majesty late
King Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rahman Al-
Saud, founder and architect of the
Natiory, had succeedad in unifying the
whole Arab Peninsula and gave it the
name of "Kingdomof Saudi Arabia”and
placed it under the lofty banner of
Maonotheism (La llaha Hlallahu
Mohammadur Rasululfah),

His Majesty, ate King Abdul Aziz,
who is considered to be one of the
lowering personalities of modem history,
finally succeeded, through a strenuous
Joumey of strugales, to re-unite and re-
build the state of Saudi Arabia.

The firstemergence of Saudi Arabia
state occurred in the seventeen century
when Imam Mohammad Bin Saud, first
founder of Saudi state, with the support
of Sheikh Mohammad Bin Abdul
Wahab, had given a clarion eall for
preaching the [deal Islamic Sharia. May
Allah bless themwith His mercy,

Inspite of extreme difficulties and
many challenges that His Majesty late
King had fo face in order to unify the
nation and get it back on the right track
(third phase of unification) he was
miraculously successful in maintaining
the fabric of the enlity of the saciety and
enhancing its bonds. It may be men-
tioned here that the society was than
passing through 'dark days' witnessing
Intemecine fighting and confiicts. But
His Majesty late King with his aven-

L

As King:..Upon the death of King Khaled on
21 Shaban 1402 H (13 June 1982 AD) the
ruling family and the Saudi papls pledgad
allegiance o Fahad Bin Abdul Aziz as the
fitth King of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
and the then Prince Abdullah Bin Abdul
Aziz, President of the National Guard, was
prociaimed Crown Princa. On the same day
King Fahad appointed the then Crown
Prince Abdullah as First Deputy Prime
Minister and commander of the National
Guard and Frince Sultan Bin Abdul Aziz as
Secand Deputy Prima Minister and Ministar
of Defence and Aviation, Sinca then Saudi
Arabia has achieved many success in
various saclors of the natiohal life,
maintaining the Kingdom's utmosl security
and stability under the able guidanca of tha
Custodian of the twa He ues, Thers
has'bean a qualitative 15 tlon in the
system of gavemnment with the promulga-
tion af the four new [aws, namely, the Basic
Law of the Gavemment, the Shurm Council
Statute, Regional Administration Statute,
and the Statue of the Cauncil of Ministers.
Role in Arab world: As an ardent exponent
of Islamic solidarity, the Custodianof the two
Holy Mosques fate King Fahad played a
prominant role in dealing with the problems
of the Arabworld.
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handed [ustice and able administration
united the soclety and firmly connected
the whole people with the injunctions of
the Holy Quranand the teachings of the
Prophet of Allah as their canstitution.

After His late Majesty, the charges
and the banner had been canied by his
able, sincere and devoted sons-His
Majesty King Saud, His Majesty King
Faisal, His Majesty King Khaled and
His Majesty King Fahd. May Allah bless
all of them with His eternal blessings.
After their Majeslies the onerous
responsibility is now being shouldered
by The Cuslodian of The Two Holy
Mosques King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz
upon whom the people of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia have placed their trust.
May Allah save him. During the time of
late King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz and the
Custodian of The Two Holy Mosques
King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz Saudi
Arabia reached the pinnacle of the
glory of civilisation. During their glori-
ous time the Great Expansion work of
the Two Holy Mosques was completed.
They now accommadale Jargest possi-
ble numbers of Umra and Haj pilgrims.

The aforesaid sacrifices, efforts,
developments and flourishing were not
only limited to the Kingdom but also
wenl beyond its border to reach the
brotherly and friendly countries thraugh
generous help and assistance. It may
be mentioned hera that the grants
given by Saudi Arabia fo lhe People's
Republic of Bangladesh comes to more
than one billion US dollars that have
been used in the building of Multi-
purpose cyclone shellers in the coastal
areas and other different profects in
Bangladesh.

I wish that with the blessings of
Allah the bonds of friendship between
the Kingdom and Bangladesh would
witness mare and more development
and flourishing In the days ahead.

| would like o conclude with an
eamest prayer o Almighty Allah to
bring back this happy oceasion for
many years to come o Saudi people
and the Islamic Ummah under the
dynamic leadership of The Custodian
of The Two Holy Mosques King
Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz, and His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Sultan Bin
Abdul Aziz. Long live Saudi-Bangla
friendship.

Abdullah M Al-Obaid Al-Namlah
Ambassador of Saudi Arabia lo
Bangladesh
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King Abdullah

Dedicated to the service of the people

OR nearly six decades, the new King

of Saudi Arabia Abdullah Bin Abdul

Aziz has been closely involved in the
profound changes that have laken place in
Saudi Arabia, working with five Kings as
they successfully brought about far-
reaching soclo-economic development
while preserving and strenglhening (he
foundations of Saudi soclaty-commitment to
Islam and Arab heritage. Under the guid-
ance of his elder brother the Custodian of
lhe Two Holy Mosques late King Fahad Bin
Abdul Aziz, who appointed him Crown
Prince and Deputy Prime Ministar in 1962.
The then Crown Prince now King Abdullah
has assisted in the implementation of the
country’s series of development plans and
in former King Fahad's efforts to ensure the
nation's peace and prosperity as well as
serving Islam and the Muslim community.

Bam In Riyadh in 1924, King Abdullah
recefved his early education al the Royal
court. Growing up around his legandary
father, King Abdul Aziz Bin Abdul Rahman
Al-Saud, who was at thatime Involved In the
successful effort to unify the tribes of the
Arabian Peninsulainto the modam Kingdom
of Saudi Arabla. King Abdullah demon-
strated an abiding commitment to Islam and
a keen Interest in Arab history, culture and
traditions. Like King Abdul Aziz's other sans,
he was lulored by scholars in Islam and
Arab history and underwent the rigorous
fraining that King Abdul Aziz demanded of
all of them. To develop the physical and
mental strength of his sons, King Abdul Aziz
is quoted as saying: "I traln my own childran
lo walk barefoal, to rise twa hours bafore
dawn, to eal but litle, to ride horses bare-
back® and lo study the Holy Quran, the
Sunnah (teachings and sayings of the
prophet Muhammad) and Arab history. As
they came of age, the then Crown Prince
and his brothers spent much time in their
father's daily maflls, meetings where any
citizen could approach the King and discuss
a grievance or cancem. [n this way, thay
leamed the intricacies of statesmanship and
the artof communicalion with people.

To develof a strong bond with the people,
a deep respect for their heritage and under-
standing of their aspirations, King Abdul Aziz
bedouins In. the desart. Tha years the then
Grown Prince Abdullah spent iving with the
inbes instilled in him a respact for thairvalues,
simplicity, generosity and bravery and
strengthened his desire to serve the people.

King Abdullah's close association with the
affairs of government and the people conlin-
ued after King Abdul Aziz passed away. He
acled as advisor to King Saud Bin Abdul Aziz
and later to King Faisal Bin Abdul Aziz and
was deeply involved In the Intemal affairs of
the Kingdom.

In 1962 the then Crown Prince Abdullah
was appointed to command the Saudi
National Guard, which was formed from the
descendants of bedouins who were King
Abdul Aziz's followers during the yaars he

SEPTEMBER 23, 2005

e

was working lo establish the modam
Kingdom.

The then Crown Abdullah worked
tirelessly to modemize the National Guard
and maka it a polent force commitied to the
preservation of the Kingdom's peace and
security. He suparvised the establishment of
military and technical schools with a view {o
modemising the force, as well as the
establishment of hospitals, clinics and
housing facilities for guard members and
theirfamilies.

On the succession of King Khalid Bin
Abdul Aziz, the then Crown Princa Abdullah
was appainted (o the prestigious position of
Second Deputy Prima Minister, while retain-
ing his command of the Nafional Guard. In
1982 former King Fahd appainted him Deputy
Prime Minister and Crown Princa. With his
appointment to the position of Crown Prince
and Deputy Prime Minister, tha than Crown
Prince Abdullah Infensified his involvement in
the angaing national development program,
as well as with the Kingdom's foreign rela-
tions. At the side of late King Fahad the then
Crown Princa Abdullah because intimately
Involved [n major foreign policy issues, such
a5 Saudi Arabia's relations with Arab, [slamic
and other counlries, ils efforts lo resoive
crises, including the civil war in Labanon, the
factional fighting in Afghanistan, the situation
in Bosnla-Herzegovina and the Middle East
peace process.

As late King Fahad's emissary, the then
Crovin Prince Abdullah has represented the
Kingdom at various Intemational confer-

anca, including summitmeetings af member
siates of the League of Amb Slates; the
Organisation of the lslamic Conferance
(OIC) the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC)
and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). Ha
has met with world leaders in Saudi-Arabia
and conducled sate yvisits o other coun-
tries, including the United States.

While performing all these duties, the

then Crown Prince now King Abdullah has
steadfaslly supported efforts [0 presarve
Saudi Arabia's rich heritage. As chairman of
the organising commilige for the
Janadriryah National Culturs and Heritage
festival, ha oversaen ‘ha two-weak
festival hald aﬁmllylin:a 188510 promots
a greater respect for and a deaper under-
standing of Saudi Arabia's rich past, s
dynamic presentand its promising future.
" Throughout his life, King Abdullah has
retained a love of the desed, which is
reflected in his patronage for equestrian
clubs, the Camel Race and olher activities
associated with (he bedouins. He also has
daveloped a passion for knowledge and
reading. He has established two libraries,
the King Abdul Aziz library in Riyadh and
onein Casablanca, Morocco.

After dacades of public senice in
positions of importanca, ha new King
Abdullah is today recognisad nat only in
Saudi Arabia, but also in the Arab and
Islamic worlds, as a leader dedicaled fo
ensuring his country's cantinued fulure
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