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presence in Basra

Iraqi city refuses to work with UK soldiers

AP, REUTERS, Baghdad

British troops in the tense southern
city of Basra greatly reduced their
presence in the streets yesterday,
apparently responding to a call from
the provineial governor to sever
cooperation untl London apolo-
gised for storming a police station to
free twoofits soldiers.

For the second day, no British
forces were seen with accompany-
ing lraqi police on patrols of Basra,
as theyroutinely had in the past.

Elsewhere, a roadside bomb hita
US convoy in southern Baghdad,
killing one saldier and wounding six
others Wednesday, Suspected insur-

gents gunned down at least eight

Iraqis in four separate attacks yes-
terday, officials said.

In an interview with Associated
Press Television News in Baghdacd
Thursday, [raqi National Security
Adviser Mowaffak al-Rubaie called
Monday's attack by British forces on
a police station in Basra "a flagrant
violation of Iraqi sovereignty.*

At least five Imqis were killed
during a day of clashes between
British forces and Iragl police and
demonstrators on Monday. British
armour crashed into a jail to free the
two soldiers who had been amrested by
Iraqi police and militiamen. Earlier, a
crowd attacked British troops with
stonesand Molotovcocktails,

The fighting has raised concern

aver the increasing boldness of Shia
militias in the south of the country
and the challenge they pose to the
8,500-strong British force In the
region. As recently as Wedne-sday,
Britain vowed to keep its troops in
the country until they no longer are
needed, but also has leaked infor-
mation recently about planning for
a troop reduction. The Shia militias
complicate the British role no mat-
ter whichwayitmoves.

Cityauthorities say British troops
killed two Imqi police during the
raid.

OnWednesday, hundreds of Iraqgi
civilians and policemen, some
waving pistols and AK-47s, rallied in

Basra, Iraq's second largest city, o

ritish troops reduce

denounce "British aggression" in
therescue ofthe two British soldiers.

Earlier the Iraqi city of Basra said
yesterday it would not cooperate
with Britain until it received an
apology and compensation after a
British raid to free two soldiers.

"The governing council met
yesterday and decided to stop all
cooperition with the British until
they meet three demands," Basra
governor Mohammed al-Waili told
Reuters.

“To apologise for what hap-
pened, to guarantes that it does not
happen again, and third, to provide
some compensation for all the
damage they did during the opera-
{tion, " hesaid.

PHOTO: AFP
A Pakistan woman walks past a destroyed market place after a bomb blast in a shopping area of Lahore yesterday.
Two bicycle bombs exploded minutes apart in the eastern Pakistani city killing at least six people and injuring more
than 20, police and security officials said.
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Italy éxu'aciifés
London bomb

suspect Issac
AFP, Rome : s

Hamdi [ssac, one of four men sus-
pected of carrying out the failed July
21 London bomb attacks, was extra-
dited yesterday from Italy to Britain,
where he faced charges of conspiracy
tomurderand attempted murder.

A plane carrying the 27-year-old
Briton of Ethiopian origin, also
known as Osman Hussain, left
Rome's Ciampino airport shortly
after midday (1000 GMT) after he
was handed over to British police
officers at the capital's Rebibbia
prison. :

Dressed in jeans, a dark shirtand
a hooded jacket, he boarded the
planein handcuffs. /

London's Metropolitan Police
said its officers would arrést Issacon
arrival on suspicion of conspimicy to
commit murder, attempted murder
and alleged offences under the
Explosive Substances Act.

He would then be taken to a
London police station to be formally
charged, a statement added.

Mexican anti-drug
minister dies in
chopper crash

AP, Mexico City

A cabinet minister who helped lead
Mexico's anti-drug fight, his deputy
andsevenothers diedinahelicopter
erash in the mountains west of
Mexico's capital on Wednesday.
There were nosurvivors.

While one official aboard the
graft had received death threats
from a drug tafficker, authorities
said the crash appeared to be an
accident caused by poor visibility
duetodensecloud cover.

The helicopter, carrying Public
Safety Secretary Ramon Martin
Huerta, 'Federal Preventive Police
Chief Tomas Valencia, five other
passengers and a crew of two, had
taken off from a military parade

groundin Mexico City.

Top Kyrgyz
revolution
leaderkilled -

- AFP, Bishkek

A top Kyrgyz lawmaker and key
figure in this former Soviet state's
popular revolution in March,
Bayaman Erkinbayev, was shot dead
outside his house late Wednesday in
the Kyrgyz cupital Bishkek, police
officials saidyesterday.

"When the deputy came out of
his carin front of his house he was
shot at from behind some bushes.
He died from his injuries ininten-
sive care at the national hospital,”
Interior Minister Murat Sutalinov
told an emergency session of

PHOTO: AFP

An Indian man carries his pet dog as he wades through floodwaters in
Khamam, some 225km south of Hyderabad yesterday. At least 64 people
have died and hundreds of thousands displaced after powerful storms lefta
trail of devastation across the Indian and Bangladeshi coasts in the Bay of

Storm:!battered Andhra

readies for massive
reconstruction

AFP, Hyderabad

The southern Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh was yesterday rushing
experts to assess the devastation
caused by powerful storms, which
battered thousands of villages and
towns on the coast of the Bay of
Bengal, officials said.

While fresh mins drenched two
adjoining states, the flood situation
was easing in Andhra Pradesh where
at least 58 people died and 150,000
others losttheir homes or have been
displaced sinceTuesday, theysaid.

"The worst seems to be over as
the levels of Godavari and Krishna
rivers are receding and now there is
no fresh threat of floods," Andhra
Pradesh disaster management
commissioner Shashank Goel told
AFP inthestate capital Hyderabad.

"Ifall goes well we'll start sending

{ some of these displaced persons

back home,” Goel said of the tens of

' thousands of residents evacuated to

473 emergency camps in 10 of the
state's 23 districts shattered by
storms and rains.

The rains stopped Thursday in
Andhra Pradesh but other officials
sald a heavy downpour in the swol-
len Godavari river's upper catch-
ment areas in adjoining Maharastra
state was causing concerm.

“Thisisanissue ofworry,” an official
from the state's agriculture ministry
sald as Kamatakn, another province
shouldering Andhra Pradesh, reported
nan-stop rains in its Bidar district for
the thirdstraightday Thursday.
Commissioner Goel said officials

coastal region where 3,672 villages
and towns were lashed by the storm,
locally nicknamed "Pyaar"
(Myanmarese for "flattened”).

“The .. repair work will begin
only after the water recedes,” Goel
said as normality gradually returned
to the flooded Andhra cities of
Vijaywada and Rajamundri.

The storm destroyed 275,000
acres (111,288 hectares) of farmland,
breached 600 irmigation canals, swept
away hundreds of bridges and roads
and snapped electricity supplies
across wideswathes of the state,

More than 9,700 houses were
completely destroyed by the power-
ful winds that barrelled across the
cotton- and rice-growing province
offthe BayofBengal.

Andhra Pradesh agriculture
minister Raghuveera Reddy over-
night said the rains accompanying
the storms caused damage (o) the;
turie of 180 'billlon rupees (420
million dollars) to crops, state facili-
ties and homes.

Reddy, in a memorandum to
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, who visited Andhra Pradesh
Wednesday, sought federal assis-
tance of 120 billionrupees.

"Apart from the financial assis-
tance we have also sought 1.2 mil-
lion tonnes of rice and the prime
minister's response was quite posi-
tive," state chief minister Rajosekh-
ara Reddy separately told reporters
inHyderabad.

In nearby Orissa, the administra-
tion overnight evacuated 12,000
people from low-lying areas in 10 of

Indo-Pak Kashmiri leaders
seek end to violence

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, New Delhi

The first ever meeting of Kashmiri
leaders from India and Pakistan
yesterday called for an end to vio-
lence and reduction in the number
of soldiers and paramilitary forces
all across Kashmir. Fbx

The two-day “Intra J&K Heart to
Heart Talk" also sought the reopen-
ing of "old historic routes to facili-
tate peopletopeople contact”,

A joint statement issued at the
end of the meeting urged "all con-
cerned to avoid all types of violence
as it is detrimental to peace and
stabilityin the region.

"It also recommends to both the
governments to consider reducingthe

paramilitary forces on bothsides.”

These wereamongthe 12 sugges-
tions and recommendations made
by the participants, who included
Sardar Abdul Qayyum Khan, the
Muslim Conference leader and a
former 'prime minister' of Pakistan-
administered Kashmir.

Pakistani politicians and leaders
of Pakistani Kashmir had until now
only sought withdrawal of troops
from [ndian Jammu and Kashmir.

Among the other key Kashmiri
leaders who took part in the deliber-
ations were Bhim Singh, the
Panthers Party leader, former
Jammu and Kashmir chief minister
Farooq Abdullah, and Abdul Ghani
Bhat and Sajjad Lone of the Hurriyat
Conference.

The statement also urged India
and Pakistan to pool in their
resources and expertise to bring
about developmentin Kashmir

It backed greater contacts
between students and MPs from
bath sides besides development of
trade and tourism.

Summing up the deliberations,
Khan said the participants feltthata
joint mechanism should be estab-
lished to provide social services in
the entire Kashmir, especially in the
Northern Areas comprising Gilgit
and Baltistan in Pakistan.

The joint mechanism could look
at providing services like electricity,
water supply and medical care by
sharing of resources andl expertise,
said Khan.
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Ratity nuke treaty

AP, United Nations

Secretary General Kofi Annan urged
the United States and 10 other key
countries to ratify the nuclear test-
bantreaty soitcan finally take effect,
but like Pakistan, India, [srael and
North Korea, the US administration
refusestodoso.

Opening a conference Wednesd-
ay to spur the treaty's entry into
force, Annan said all countries
should be gravely concerned that
nine years after the freaty was
opened for signatures, it still hasn't

"The longer entry into force of
the treaty is delayed, the greater the
risk that someone, somewhere, will
test nuclear weapons,” he warned.
"That would be a major setback for
the cause of non-proliferation and
disarmament.”

Since the Comprehensive
MNuclear Test Ban Treaty opened for
signatures in September 1996, it has
been signed by 175 countries and
ratified by 123 countries.

Butit will only take effectwhen 44
countries that participated in the
Conference on Disarmament in 1996

power reactors have mtified it. To
date, 33 of the 44 countries have
ratified the treaty, but there seems
little prospects of getting all 11
haoldouts to change their positions.
The United States has signed the
treaty, but President Bush's admin-
istration opposes it and is boycott-
ing the three-day conference.
Dutch Ambassador Jaap
Ramaker, the special representative
charged with promoting ratifica-
tion, told the conference that
Pakistan "does not give priority” to
signing or ratifying the test ban

patliament. Bengal. and engineers werebeingsenttothe  thestate's30 districts, entered into force. ancl possessed nuclear research and  reatyand Indiarefused tosee him.
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Hurricane Katrina and its wrenching

aftermath have rumed public atten-

tion and already-dwindling support
| away from President Bush's Iraq

policy And thatwas before Hurricane
| RitatookalmatTexas.

I Thedevastatingstorms areincreas-
ing presstire around the countryand in
Congress for an [raq exit strategy and
prompting callsfor reininginspending
onan in unpopular war, one
which couldbedevil Republicansin the
2008 midtermcangressional elections.

"It'sa tungled picture” that will get
even 'more complicated as those
elections near, said Stephen
Cimbala, a political scientist at
Pennsylvania State University. "It's
like Osama bin Laden's running the

/weather,” he added, referring to the
fugitive al-Q)- *daterrorleader.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister M. Morshed Khan is
| theheadquarters of United Nations recently.
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holding talks with his Czech Republic counterpart Cyril Svoboda at
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victims at the home of the chief
administrative officer for a New
Orleans suburb, authorities said
Wednesday.

Officers searched Cedric Floyd's
home because of complaints that
city workers were helping them-
selves to donations for hurricane
victims. Floyd, who runs the day-to-
day operations in the suburb of
Kenner, was in charge of distributing
the goads.

Police plan to seek a charge of
committing an illegal act as a public
official against Floyd, and more
charges against other city workers
are possible, police Capt. Steve
Caraway said. !

The doynations filled a los e
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processed as evidence buteventu-
ally will be distributed to victims.
"We have lots of families that are
begging for these supplies,” said
Attorney General Charles Foti,
whose office assisted in the investi-
gation.

Attempts to reach Floyd were
unsuccessful at home numbers
listed under his name in Kenner. His
office number went unanswered
after business hours.

Philip Ramon, chief of staff to
Kenner Mayor Philip Capitano, has
said city officials were investigating
the alleged pilfering but added that
many employees were themselves
hurricane victims.
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