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2007 DV Lottery
announe;ed

; Is among 358 coun-
tries le to apply for the DV,
acrordingto theannouncement.

However, natives of a number of
countries includingChina (mainland
bom), India, Pakistan, South Kama,
The Philippines, and Vietnam are not
eligibletoapply for DV2007.
The DV offers |
dency visas to citizens of nations that
hayve a tradi low evel of immi-
mﬂmtuﬂmumwdm
The department said it plans to
issue 50,000 permanent residency
visas under the DV 2007 progmamme,
which is to bring greater
racial and ¢ diversity to the
United States.
- Personsseekingtoenter thelottery
must register online

nt resi-

registrationperiod.

Details about the registration for
DV 2007 are also available at
www bdnews24.com.

The registration perlod begins at
12:00 pm EST (GMT-5) on October 5,
2005 and ends at 12:00 pm EST (GMT-
5)anDecemberd, 2005,

Registration is free of charge. The
US government does not employ any
wmmmmﬂ&nm or privateservices
o operate programme.

The State Department will notiiy
wl.rlltna.ingenmtsbymaﬂ. A

to demand, tate

mm?;lpm the number of

servers hosting the registration
website thisyear.

The 2007 DV Lottery marks the
third year that electronic registration
i.smquimd. Paper entries and mail-in
requests for DV Lottery registration
arenotaccepted.

An applicant must have either a
high school education or its equiva-
lent, defined as successful completion
ofa 12-year course of elementary and
secondary education; or two years of
wuork experience within the past five
g‘ts in an occupation requiring at

two years of truining or experi-
.

All entries by an applicant will be
disqualified if more than one entry for
theapplicant is received, mgmrlicssof
whn submitted the entry. :Emmms
may prepare and submit
entries, or have someone submit the
entryforthem.

Recent digital photographs of the
applj?i‘nﬂtd and his/her 5

under2l’ )tm'g?agb mal?s‘i '

be submitted elettronically witlr the
Electrenic Diversity Visa (EDV) Entry
Form. Group or family photos will not
be accepted; !hemmustheauepamm
phulnmreadlﬁmﬂ!ymm

Iourno S appeal

for help
Bss.mmka s

Saniur jqu.mal!sr Abul Bashar has
been hospitalised at Birdem with
seriousliver complications, coupled
withhighblood sugar.

' He is now under treatment of
Itm specialist Prof Anisur Rahman
at' Ward-122, Bed-1 (12th floor),
Birdem Hospital.

Bashar has served the national
news agency BSS and a number of
ather national dailles, including The
Independent, for 24 years.

Boctors sald Bashar should be
sent abroad for advanced reatment
and liver transplantation immedi-
ately But such treatment Involves
about Tk 30 lakh, which his family
cannotafford.

| His family has requested journal-
ists, generous people and philan-
throple. organisations to extend
financial help for the treatment of
theailingjournalist.

Bashar has an account with

nali Bank, Farm Gate Branch. His
savings account number is 340-
260-96,

Minister for
basic reform
of education

UNB, Rajshahi

Education Minister M Osman
Farnuik yesterday said the education
system needs to be overhauled to
turn the next generation into effi-
clent human resources to cope with
the fast-changingworld.

“The government has taken
various projects to create skilled
manpower in the country. The
ongoing process to reform the
education system is to link
the students with the world labour
market,” he said.

He was addressing a workshop
nnufuuﬁun reform at a local com-

Emphﬂﬂ:lng!hsneedfnupeclal
training for the teachers, the minis-

ter said the -hased evaluation
systnmmulgiqsﬂmdmmxdmum
beidealcit _

Dis ectoﬁ: ‘af Secondary
Edumt!gn Sector Pevelopment
projectBashir Ahmed.

——y

Stop plying of old diesel-run

vehicles to mlprove air quality
Experts suggest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

To protect the city dwellers from
serious health hazards, stern action
should be taken against unserupu-
lous traders who import old buses,
trucks and other motorised vehicles
by tampering documents, said
expertsataworkshop yesterday,

They also urged the government
to stop plying of all old diesel-run
vehicles which are responsible for
emitting sulfur, nitrogen, lead and
carbon monoxidein theair.

The workshop on 'Policy options
for mitigating diesel vehicle pollu-
tion' was organised by the
Department of Environment under
its Air Quality Management Project
(AOMP) at the National Institute of
Local Government auditorium at
Agargaonin the city.

The speakers said current policy

permits import of four-year-old
vehicles and five-year-old engines,
but dishonest traders are violating
the laws and importing more old
vehicles and engines by tampering
seals and documents.

They said the government should
ban the plying of trucks older than
25 years and buses older than 20
years for maintaining emission
standards.

"All vehicles and engines are
being imported as these are not
produced in the country, and many
foreign countries including India
produces low standard vehicles and
engines only to export to developing
countries like Bangladesh," said Dr
M Khaliquzzaman, senior consul-
tant of the World Bank (WB) in
Dhaka.

"The government has taken
same measures especially the phas-

ing outof two-stroke three-wheelers
in Dhaka from January 2003 and
setting uprof standards for lubri-
cants to improve the air quality,*
sald [afar Abhmed Chowdhury, secre-
tary for environment and forest
ministry.

"Around 40,000 buses have been
converted into CNG for reducing the
airpollution,” he pointed out.

Creating awareness among the
stakeholders can play an effective
role in controlling the air pollution,
headded.

Chaired by Khan M Ibrahim
Hossain, director general of envi-
ronment department, the workshop
was also addressed by WB
Environmental Specialist Sameer
Akbar, Bangladesh Road and
Transport Authority Chairman DrM
A Momen and BRTA Director
Engineer Bari.

PHOTC: STAR

Childran take partin an art competition in the city yestarday. The National Girl Child Adveocacy Farum organised the

au‘anltomark theGiri Child Day.
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'Irregularltles in settlement
process deprive landless
people of Khas land’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Irregularities in settlement process
and illegal occupation by land
grabbers often drive away the land-
less people from Khas land, speakers
atadialogue said yesterday:

Complex and prolonged adminis-
trative procedure and brokers in
connivance with a section of dishon-
est land officials make a poor person
pay Tk 5,000 to 20,000 to get the
possession of Khas land although
one is supposed to get it with a nomi-
nalfeeofonetaka, theysaid.

The settlement process, which
lacks transparency, takes seven (o
eight years, said advocate Golam
Akbar at the dialogue organised
jointly by the Coastal Network and
the South Asia Partnership at the
National Press Clubin thecity

"Many landless people get settle-
ment in papers only but do not get
thepossession oflandsas the officials
in some cases sanction more than
one settlement for the same piece of
land," hesaid.

There are no land officers (AC
[and) In many upazilas and no lasd

settlement committees, resulting in
the postponement of land settle-
ment, headded.

The poor people have to undergo
various ordeals and obtain political
favour and nepotism for a certificate
of landless to get Khas land, he said
onthe basis of a findings gathered on
the ent of Khas land in
coastal areas of Patuakhali, Noakhali
and Barguna districts.

In many cases, Khas land is allo-
cated among the local influential
quarters, including landlords, paliti-
cal leaders and even loeal govern-
mentrepresentatives, Akbarsaid.

These grabbers occupy thou-
sands of acres of Khas land where
they run various businesses, factories
and shrimp culture, he added.

He also suggested a certain time
frame for land mutation, ane single
office for land-related issues art the
upazila level and settlement of the
land among the landless where they
havealready been living.

According to an official estimate,
there are over 12 lakh acres of land,
around half of which has already
been leased out to the [andless, said

Light to moderate rain likely

UNB, Dhaka

today.

the country.

Lomorrow.

Light to moderate rain or thundershuwurs accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at a few places over the country till 6:00pm

Moderately heavy falls are also expected at places during the
period, Met Office said forecasting slight rise in day temperature over

Highest temperature 33.2 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday at
Ishwardiand lowest 23.6 degree Celsius at Sylhet.
The sun sets in the capital at 5.54pm today and rises at 5:48am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidityin
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Moming Evening
Dhaka 32.4 26.3 75 86
Chittagong 30,5 25.2 76 7
Rajshahi 32.6 25.0 83 92
Khulna 30.6 26.5 83 82
Barisal 30.6 25.5 89 90
Sylhet 30.0 236 96 83
Cox's Bazar 29.8 24.0 83 88

the chairman of Land Reform Board
MurtazaHossain Munshi.

There should be a separate cadre
service for land to expedite resolu-
tionofland-related issues, he said.

"A strong political commitment is
imperative to address the prevailing
situation,” said AKM Jahangir
HossainMP.

The ent will accommo-
date, as far as possible, the recom-
mendations made at the dialogue,
said State Minister for Land Ukil
Abdus Sattar Bhuiyan.

Union Parishad representatives,
landless people and government
officials attended the dialogue mod-
erated by Prof Abul Barukat of Dhaka
University.

Release of
Moulana Masud
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sammilita Olama-Mashaekh

Parishad, a committee of
the Islamic scholars, formed a
human chain at Muktangan in the
city yesterday demanding immedi-
ate release of Moulana Faridudcdin
Masud.

In a leaflet circulated by the
Parishad, its leaders blamed the
Jamaat-e-Islami for August 17 serial
bomb blasts, sayingthe Jamaat wants
to create a panic in the country by
explodingbombsoneafteranother,

They said Masud is a freedom
fighter who became a threat to the
Jumaat and Islamist bigots. So, the
evil forces could not tolerate him,

thexﬁ

g government, which came to
power using Islam, has taken
Moulana Masud on remand twice
butfoundno evidence of his involve-
ment in the bomb attacks," the lead-
erssaid.

The government has been harass-
ing the innocent pegple in the name
of hunt for attackers while the real
culpritsgounpunished, they added.

Muktijoddha Samannay Parishad
Chairman Abir Ahad, Muktijoddha
Oikya Parishad member secretary
Sajahan Kabir Bir Pratik, Khelafat
Andolon leader Maulana Abdul Hai
Azad and leaders of Iqrm Bangladesh
and [slahul Moslemin joined the
programme toexpress theirsolidarity,

Olama Mashaekh Parishad
Chairman Abdul Latif Chowdhury
was alsopresent.

INDECENT BEHAVIOUR

JU teacher
suspended

JU CORRESPONDENT

The Jahangirnagar University (JU)
authorities yesterday suspended
Tanvir Ahmad Siddique, lecturer of
the Department of Business
Administration, for his indecent
behaviour with the students.

“Tanvir has been suspended
under Section 10 (A) (2) of
University Employees Skill and
Discipline Ordinance on charge
of indecent, unfair and immoral
behaviour with the students of
the department,” a notification
signed by Registrar Kazi
Mohiuddin said.

Tanvir said he has got the order
but declined to make any com-
ment.

The university authorities took
the decision after a departmental
meeting recommended necessary
steps against Tanvir.

Meanwhile, students of the
department, covering their faces
with black ribbons, tookoutasilent
procession on the campus yester-
day demanding punishment to and
removal of theteacher,

They also submitted a memo-
randum to the vice-chancellor in
this regard and staged a sit-in in
front of the social science faculty
keeping their classrooms under
lock and key. No classes and exami-
nations were held at the depart-
mentyesterday,

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) expressed solidarity with the
movement while Progatishil
Chhatra Jote brought out a proces-
sion on the campus deman
immediate removal ofthe te

GIRL CHILD DAY ,
Art competition
for children

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Konyashishu Advocacy
Forum (National Girl Child
Advocacy Forum) yesterday organ-
ised an art competition for girl child
in the city to mark the National Girl
Child Day.

Three hundred formal and non-
formal school children, aged
between 4 and 16, took part in the
competition, with the slogan 'Our
Determination: No Girl Child with

Malnygitian. They, drew pictures.
onthreedifferenttopics.

Professor of drawing and paint-
ing Farida Zaman and Programme
Officer of Bangladesh Shishu
Acdgdemy Samina Nafiz were the
judgesofthe competition.

Such programmes will encour-
age the children and make them
aware of their roles and rights, said
the speakers, calling for arranging
similar prugmmmes across the

couniry.
The prizes will distributed
among the winners e Jatiya

Press Club auditorium in the city on
September 30.

Bangladesh has been observing
September 30 as National Girl Child
Daysince2002.

Int'l photo
exhibition
begins in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An_international exhibition of
photographs by ten eminent
photographers of the world began
at Drik galleryin the city yesterday.

Atotal of 241 photographs have
been put on display at the two-
month long exhibition titled '"Tales
froma Globalising World',

The exhibition features
thought-provoking works from the:
ten photographers, including
Shehzad Noorani of Bangladesh.

An edited version of the exhibi-
tion with 90 selected photographs
will also tour Dhaka city on rick-
shawvans to outreach areas.

Prof Muzaffer Ahmad, an emi-
nent economist and trustee of the
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB), inaugurated the
exhibition while Swiss
Ambassador Dr Dora Rapold was
present as the special guest
Managing Director of Drik Dr
Shahidul Alam presided over the
inaugural ceremony.

Prof Muzaffer termed the exhi-
bition an artistic aspect of
globalisation.

"We should think of the chal-
lenges that come from
globalisation through urbanisa-
tion and changes in profession
and lifestyle,” he said.

The exhibition is the illustra-
tions of different aspects of
globalisation, which captured the
growing gap between the devel-
oped and the developing coun-
tries, said Dr Dora Rapold.

The exhibition will remain
open till November30.

The Tales from a Globalising
World project is an initiative
launched by the Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation
(SDC) in2002.

The exhibition will also tour
different cities of the world.

increase In their salary.

PHOTO: STAR

Teachers of Community Primary Schools stage a demonstration at Muktangan in the city yesterday demanding an

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Change in the existing electoral
system is imperative to hold a free
and fair election in the country, said
the speakers at a press conference
yesterday.

They said introduction of voter
identity card and making the elec-
tion commission independent are
the two preconditions for an impar-
tinl election.

The press conference on 'Re-
forms of electoral systems' was
organised by Muktijoddha Gono
Parishad at the National Press Club
inthecity.

The speakers proposed to hold
the national and local government
election on the same day to stop
violenee, use of muscin ppwnr.and
l-i . - 3

Thcy smd Lhe candldales will
have to make public statement
about their income and properties
and if any discrepancy is found
their candidature will be cancelled.

The speakers also propesed to
keep a box in the ballot paper for *
No-vote ' so that the voters have the
option to express their no-
confidence in none of the candi-

Change in electoral
system a must for

fair election
5| Say freedom fighters

dates.

If the total number of ' No-vote '
is higher than the candidate who
will bag the highest votes, the elec-
tion will be cancelled declaring all
the candidates disqualified. In that
case, a fresh election will be held in
next 90 days with new candidates,
they said, adding that this would
helpinselecting better candidates.

Parishad General Secretary
Sadek Ahmed Khan said nomina-
tion of collaborators, criminals,
corrupt persons and defaulters will
havetobebanned.

Inawritten speech, he also called
for including the expatriates in the
voter list so that they can participate
inthe election.

Parishad Presicdent Is‘bmq’ ﬁ?};c,.,

Ulfat ealled for changes, i the exist-
ing system as the present a4 well g5,
the previous governments failed to
givesecurityto people.

Vice-president Mahmud Jamal
Qadery, Publication Secretary
Bhaskar Rasa, Women Affairs
Secretary Padma Rahman and
member of the cehtral commitiee
Syed Mashug Ahmed were present
atthe conference.

3 of a family
burnt to death
in Satkhira

UNB, Satkhira

A couple and their daughter were
burnt to death in a fire at their house
at Kulya village in Ashashuni,
Satkhira, onWednesday night.

Police said Azharul Islam, 35, his
wife Ankhi, 30, and daughter Anika,
7, were sleeping when a burning
candlesparkedoff the blaze,

Azhar lighted the candle duringa
load-sheddingbeforegoingto bed.

The fire led 1o the explosion of
fuel tank of a motorcycle kept in the
room, killing Azhar in his sleep and
severely injuring his wife and
daughter.

Anikn died on way to hospital
while Ankhi succumbed to her
injuries at the Khulna Medical
Collega Hospital.

Photo exhibition
begins in Ctg

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Cig

A three-day phutugmphymd‘l.lbm on

I iEdTPH b S Waidesh " (Dear'

Hamaland) began in the port dty '

'-?bsmrﬂﬂy‘ ro e Y ol

Chittagong Photojournalist .

Association (CPJA) organised the
exhibition at Chittagong Press Club
atditorium.

Chirtagong City Ma.y‘ut ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury inaugu-
rated the exhibition while Fisheries
and Livestock Minister Abdullahv Al
Noman was presentas chisfguest.

Muktijoddha Gono Parishad President Ishtiaq Aziz Ulfat speaks at a press conference at the National Prass Clubin |
the city yesterday. On his [eft are General Secretary Sadek Ahmed Khan, Publicity and Puhlicatlan‘s«r\nw‘y
Bhaskar Rasa, member Syed Mashuk Ahmed and Women Affairs Secretary Padma Rahman. '

Debate

National Dabate Federation and Jatiya
Konyashishu Advocacy Forum organ-
ise an awareness-creating debate on
'Famlly Is the main barrier to the growth
of a girl child' and a quiz compalition lo
mark the National Girl Child Day, Venue:
Bangladesh Press Institufe, Circuit
House Road.

Friday sermon

Shaikh Faisal Mohammad Gabbani,
Imam of Masjide Nabawi and Khatib of
Masjide Quba in the holy city of Madina,
will deliver sermon (Khutba) and lead
the Friday (Juma) prayer session.
Shalkh Abdul Gafur Hossaln Jaher of
Ohud mosque will announce Azan (call
fo prayer). Venua: Naya Paltan Jame
Masjid. Time: 12:00noan.

Painting competition

Purbita arganises a painling competi-
tion for children on the occasion of is
14th founding anniversary, Venue:
Instituta of Fine Arts, DU, Time; 3:00pm,

e s om0
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Art exhibition

Environment And Sociél Davelopment
Organisation organises a special art
exhibiion fo calebrate 'Clean up the
World Day', Venue: In front of National
Parfiamant House, Tima: 9:30am.

Reception

Centre for Bangladesh Culture will
accord reception to Hasan Azizul Hag, a
renowned [ittérateur of Bangladesh.
Venue: Mational Press Club. Time:
4:.00pm.

Rally

Sava Environment Mavemeantwill hold a
rally demanding cancellation of renting
rule and making laws (o improve Hawr.
Venue: Infront of Institute of Fine Arts,
DU, Time: 10:00am.

National council

Jatiya Sramlk Federation will hold two-
day long 12th National' Council bagin.
ning today. Venue: National Press Club
Tima:3.00pm.

Death anniversary

The first death
anniversary, of
Mushtari
Begum, wife of
Husain Ahmed,
a former secre-
tary and inspec-
tor general of
police, will be
observed today, saysa pressrelease.
A milad mahfil will be held ather
residence dfter Asr prayers,
Relatives, friends and well-

wishers have been requested to

attend the milad.

AlhajMd Firozer Rahman

7 Today is the
(¥ | eighth death
anniversary of
Alhaj Md Firazer
Kahman, a
| former presi-

M dent of Faridpur
Chamber of
Commerce and
Industry, saysa press release.

A milad mahfil will be héld at his
residence adjacent to Thiltily [ame
Mosque after Asr prayers.

Relatives, friends and well-
wishers have been requestéd to
attend the milad.



