HEN I set out to write this week's
article for SportsWatch, I consid-
ered making it an Ashes special.
After all, it was perhaps the most
hailed series of all time and turned out to be
one, which not only met all expectations but
exceeded them by a distance. Things like this
rarely happens in a series of this magnitude,
what with so much at stake. This is THE ASHES
after all, the oldest rivalry in cricket and the
animosity of sorts between the team runs
deep. Neither like losing to the other but poor

old! England had made it a habit almost over

the past decade or so. However this time
- armed with a team miles better than most of

their counterparts England set out to regain

the Ashes from the men from Down Under. The
¥ stagewas set. Who would it be that stepped up
Stothe plate?
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And so'it happened, that almost eighteen
years after a Mike Gatting captained England
side took the Ashes, this new one inspired by
Andrew Flintoff and co. and led by Michael
Vaughan snatched the holy grail from the
Australians. There was no doubt about the
intensity of the cricket on display. What
amazed most were the quality and the compet-
itiveness of both teams. Australia, usually
héad and shoulders above the rest, found
themselves calling upon all their experience
and quile to bail them out of situations that
they had rarely found themselves in before.
While the English led from the front by all
rounder Flintoff and Pietreson bludgeoned the
Australian attack, the Aussies were strangely
subdued and found it tough going against the
pace trio of Harmison, Jones and Hoggard.

Of course, Australia had their stars as well.
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feel hke Braveheart every time I kill a
- mosquito, No kidding. The sacred art of
- killing a mosquito has indeed all the trace
‘elements of a perfect revenge plot. Imag-
urself prancing around the Hawaii mlh i
llywood hotties drooling over you."
gssica Alba jumps out from nowhere
ur toe! You wake up with a start, only to
that your toe is indeed swollen and
. and Jessica Alba has somehow turned
ig fat mosquito!! Suddenly, it all becomes
u. You were having the best dream of

and that dam mosquito has ruined it
ar ripples through your body, and your
with revenge. You place your handin
‘position (a lethal kata they: don't
‘atthe martial arts), and dash at the

Braveheart is that he wears

Sorty folks! I know
quite a while, and T should fin
not exat:tly an intellectual
mosquitoes have been bothe
My dad is at the verge of goitig ban
mosquito coils and aerosols, A
don't help. For some weird n
duced jasmine flavour in

it is today, which makes
1 don't know about you,
Gy, a bite from one of
those! Howevy pscis (i.e. the straw a
mosquito uses ick blood from its prey) was
three times smaller than the proboscis today,
which posed a fair bit of a problem. So, over the
years the mosquitoes evolved in a way so that
they fit better bit in their environment, not to
mention their food habits. Hence, they shrank
three times smallerand their proboscis tripled in

e hell: {
but T rnyself wouldn

milk and potatoes if they'n
so much into protein.
Unfortunately nature
doesn't work that
way...

But

actuall',r sting=
First, they pie
the skin with
stylet. Then, a @
chemical called
salvia is released
to prevent the
blood from clot-
ting, and the blood §
is then sucked by &
using the probos- &
cs, and wvoila...
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And many would still argue that had Glenn
Megrath not been out of two of the five Test's
the result of the series might yet have been
much different. But to take nothing away from
England who played out of their skins. Brett
Lee showed his class and stepped up when it
mattered most terronizing the English with his
fast bowling, Shaun Tait was a bright spot in
an otherwise disappointing tour for the pacers
as he proved himself to be a long term succes-
sor. However, the real accolades should go to
Shane Warne- the ultimate consummate pro-
fessional. With his private life in tatters,
Warne produced a performance to rival his best
haunting.the English with his variety and
experience. He may be in the twilight of his
career now butithere s a reason he was named
among the top five Wisden cricketers of the
century.

- Aedes carries the

- the equator;

Strangely what led the Aussies down was
their much vaunted batting which did not click
until the last Test. Martyn, Hayden and most
importantly Glichrist all failed to produce and
the toll fell on Ricky Ponting. He responded
well, just not well enough. Many feel now that
the Australian team has passed their prime,
further evidence of which will be available in
the recent super series of cricket.

In the end however Geoffery Boycott
summed the Ashes up in a single sentence. He
may have exaggerated a bit but there was no
doubt as to where is feelings lay when he said.
" Australia came to England as the number one
team in the world. They left:as number two."

1 see it turned out to be an Ashes special
afterall!

(Direct your mails to
zulquarnain.islam@gmail.com)

1 once read a poem by some Lord
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feather brained : bloke ‘is
reluc- - tantto killa
" mosquito
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et rid of mosquitoes 15 to
of standing water. Large
eams that have waves,
contain mosquito-eating fish, and lack aquatic
vegetations around their edges, do not contain
mosquitoes; mosquitoes thrive in smaller bodies
of waterin protected place.

Hence, it's wiser to check your neighbour-
hood for stagnant water-bodies, and de-
contaminate them. In the end of the day, it's
useful to remember that mosquitoes are like
politicians; they adapt to any circumstances.
Hence, it's always safer to maintain a significant
distance from them.

I'm off to grab an aerosol!!

(Feel free to drop your suggestions at
sighzone@amail.com. Sorry for laying low for
the past couple of months or so. I'm planning to
get regular from nowon. )



