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%34 creatingunbearable gridlockon  ence of law enforcers. Itis learnt

A e s s £ ! < bothsidesofthebridge. that the drivers ofheavywvehicles

The Shah Amanat Bridge on the At least three accidents occurred on this The Roads and Highway (R& pay a toll to the traffic police
river Karnaphuli has tured into i e d H) engineers and employeesare  regularlytousethebridge.

adeathtrap. bridge in a span of two weeks {ill seen everyday on the bridge  TheR&H authoritiestookup

Vehicular movement on this
all-important bridge, which
connects the vast southern
region of Chittagong, is now a
matteroffearforcommuters.

Millions of people from
Anwara, Patiya, Dohazari,
Chandanaish, Satkania and

| the heavy loads

September 14. Three heavy trucks with
goods caved in as the fragile wooden-
decks of the bridge failed to wﬂhstand

repairing the dilapidated and
broken-down wooden decks
amidst movement of vehicles.
The authorities had to repair
and change, on an average, at
least 10 decks daily to keep the
bridgeinoperation.

Worst still, the supply of

aTk 5.6 crore project last year to
repair the bridge, replacing the
worn-outand risky decks, and a
contractor for the work was also
appointed. The contractor had
duly opened an L/C for import-
ing high quality wood from
Brazil

Lohagara l;pazdas of the dis- wood from abroad, which is The decking wood was sup-

trict and Cox's Bazar and - required to make the decks, was, posed to arrive this September,

Bandarban districts travel to N suspended for over aweek. This  said Engineer FirozIgbal.

and from Chmagong city over shortage of imported woods But the consignment is yet to

thebridge. - nowmakesthesituationterrible reach the port city and the
At least three accidents these days for safe movement of  authorities concerned couldn't

occurred on thisbridge in a span vehicles. tell exactly when' they would

of two weeks till September 14. Sourcessaid mostofthe 7,000 arrivehere.

Three heavy trucks with goods decksarenotinagoodshape. As Shah AmanatBridge (locally

caved in as the fragile wooden- a result, about a dozen cracks known as Karnaphuli bridge)

decks of the bridge failed to
withstand the heavy loads.

and holes developed on the
bridge in the last few months

was constructed in 1990. It
linked south Chittagong, Cox's

Fortunately, no one was hurt as and' these can cause casualties Bazar and Bandarban with the
no passenger vehicle was atany time. other parts of the country and
involvedwiththeaccidents. Although the bridge is brought about a remarkable

The accidents, however,
caused great problems for all
other wehicles. Traffic move-
ment was suspended for hours

" (Right) Atruck on Saturdar night gets its wheels stuck in the broken wooden deck while trying to pass il[egaily mrnu gh the I{amaphull Shah Amanat Bridge. (Left) For lack of the

wood required for repairwork, the deck s fixed with the previously leftover or rejected wood..

allowed for light vehicles with
maximum three-ton limit, the
heayy trucks with five to ten tons
are regularly plying onitin pres-

change in road communica-
tion in this region, reducing
both the distance and time of
journey.

Where mobile courts are not active

Students take unhygienic and dirty foods from mohlle shops in front of schools

DWAIPAYAN BARUA
Unsafe, unhygienic and_ dirty
foods are being sold in open

spaces in front of the schools in  types ol diseases. schools," theyadded. chatpati. Morcover, he washes thevendors and theytake action
the port city, posing a health Lipi Das Gupta, a student of SharminAkhter,aguardianof the dishes in dirty water accordingly but the vendors
hazardtotheyoungandteenage class nine of Dr Khastagir Girls  St, Mary's School, said she had  throughout the day and never return to their business after
students when the countrywide  High School, was taking such  to buy some achar or chocolate  feels the necessity to change police action as usual,” Hasmat

drive against the adulterated
food in the hotels, restaurants
andbakeriesis goingon.

The teachers-and guardians
expressed’ concern and urged
the authorities for immediate
action against the freestyle
selling of these unsafe food
items in front of the school gates
oronthepremises.

The mobile vendors sell so-
called mouth-watering
chatpaty, fuchka, chop, chips,
different types of pickles
(achar), singara, samucha and
ice-cream in open spaces, both-

ering little with the fact that dirt  immediate drive against the served, who recommended his She said the students might Shafig, however, said theywill
and "'unwanted' germs can eas- mobile vendors in and around  chatpati positively. have bought those food items takennuauveslosl.op theselling
ilycollectinthese foods. differentcityschools. Although Moni Bhai claims during the break between the of such foods in and around &=

School going children,

mainly the students of primary
and secondary schools, fre-
quently take these adulterated
foods, which cause different

kind of chatpati on the footpath
in front of her school in the pres-
ence ofhermother.

When asked her mother said
Lipitakes chatpativeryoften.

‘1 don't give her anything for
tiffin: because the school pro-
vides it," the mother said. She,
however, said these open foods
arenotgood for health.

Chandni and Choity, stu-
dents of class ten, were quite
aware of the bad affect of these
‘popular' items. They urged the
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC) mobile court to launch

"It is hard for minor students

to resist the temptation once
these foods come to their sight.
It would be better not to allow
the vendors in front of the

everyday for her son, a student
of classtwo. "He creates an unex-
pected scene on the street if 1
don't oblige to his request,”
Sharmin said.

Moin Bhai is a popular name
to the: students of Chittagong
Collegiate School for his
decade-old van-shop named
"Choice." He sells his 'famous’
chatpati and ice-juice from the
mobileshop.

He showed a large register

“(writing pad) where the names

and signatures of the former
students of the school are pre-

his items are safe and hygienic,

the reality gives rather reverse
impression, This correspon-
dent found that flies were flit-
ting over his uncovered

thewater.

The scenario is common in
most of the schools in the city.
The school authorities
expressed their inability to take
actionagainstthese vendors.

"The vendors sell those foods
outside the school compound,
so howcanweresistthem," they
said.

Headmistress of Dr. Khastagir
Girl's High School Hasmat Jahan
said they do not let their girls go
outoftheschoolastheykeepthe
gate closed during the school
hourand the tiffin period.

morningshiftand the dayshift.

"We have no authority to
control the vendors outside the
school compound. We request
the police to take action against

Jahan said.

She said mobile court action
isneeded tostop such sellingin

frontofthe city schools.

Md.Aziz Uddin, Headmaster
of Chittagong Collegiate School,

echoed thesentiment.

When contacted CCC magis-
trate Shafiqur Rahman said the
vendors are mostly poor and it is
usuallytheir only source ofliving.
"So, its verydifficultto drivethem
out although we are quite aware
of these unsafe foods: causing
serious health hazards to the

students,” hesaid.

school premises.

Students take food from a mobile shop {n front of Dr Khastag[r (Gmﬂ) Glris High School.
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