
REUTERS, London

Liverpool will open their title defence 
in earnest while AC Milan will awake 
from their nightmare in Istanbul 
when the Champions League group 
phase kicks off this week.

Four months after one of foot-
ball's most thrilling finals, when 
Liverpool came from 3-0 down in the 
second half to beat AC Milan in a 
penalty shootout, the two clubs join 
30 others in Europe's showcase 
competition.

Real Madrid, bidding for a 10th 
European crown after some heavy 
spending on the transfer market, 
Primera Liga rivals Barcelona, 
cash-rich Chelsea and Juventus will 
all fancy their chances of reaching 
the final in Paris.

Liverpool have taken the hard 
road to Seville, where they face 
Betis on Tuesday, after UEFA ruled 
the Merseysiders would have to 
fight their way through all three 
qualifying rounds.

Betis will hold no secrets, 
though, for Liverpool boss Rafael 
Benitez or the group of Spanish 
players - minus injured striker 
Fernando Morientes - he will be 
taking with him.

Liverpool's Premier League 
rivals Chelsea, beaten by Benitez's 
men in last season's semi-finals, are 
at home to Anderlecht in the other 
Group G game.

Holding midfielder Claude 
Makelele and left back Asier Del 
Horno will be missing from 
Chelsea's line-up. New signing 
Michael Essien will probably take 
Makelele's role with William Gallas 
moving across from central defence 
to cover at full back.

Ande r l ech t  coach  F rank  
Vercauteren told Reuters: "When 
you play, you always play to win, but 
when you play Chelsea, not losing is 
just as important.

"This game...is also a mental 
challenge for us, and everyone 
wants to play.

"Defender Vincent Kompany has 
a back problem with a trapped 
nerve. But he will play through the 
pain against Chelsea."

Milan have a relatively painless 
tie on paper at home to Fenerbahce 
as they try to turn the page on last 
May's defeat.

S t r i k e  p a i r i n g  A n d r i y  
Shevchenko and Alberto Gilardino 
will be pitched into attack, with 
Christian Vieri held in reserve.

Milan's biggest rivals in Group E, 
PSV Eindhoven, are at home to 
Schalke 04.

PSV's Brazilian defender Alex 
misses out after a knee injury last 
weekend, while new signings 
Michael Ball and Arouna Kone are 
cup-tied after European duty for 
Rangers and Roda JC Kerkrade.

Schalke will be without their 
German international forward 
Gerald Asamoah for at least two 
months after suffering a serious 
knee injury at the weekend.

Real Madrid have a tricky start in 
Group F away to French champions 
Olympique Lyon whose tails will be 
up after winning five of their six 
games in Ligue 1.

Ronaldo and Zinedine Zidane 
will both miss out for Real, though, 
with the Brazil striker serving a two-
match ban and the French 
playmaker laid low by a groin strain.

Spanish rivals Barcelona are 
away to Werder Bremen in a modest 
Group C that also features Udinese 
and Panathinaikos.

Artmedia Bratislava, who defied 
the odds by reaching the group 
phase from the first qualifying 
round, get their first tangible reward 
at home to Inter Milan in Group H.

Inter, poor in a 3-2 defeat to 
Palermo on Saturday, are likely to 
be without captain Javier Zanetti 
and Serbian defender Sinisa 
Mihajlovic who both missed the 
Serie A match with injuries.

Another rank outsider, Swiss 
club Thun, start out at Highbury on 
Wednesday against a faltering 
Arsenal side who will be missing 
injured captain and main striker 
Thierry Henry.

Juventus and Bayern Munich 

were both drawn in Group A but miss 
each other on Wednesday.

The Italians, edged out by 
Liverpool last season, are away to 
Bruges, while Bayern travel to 
Rapid Vienna.

Manchester United, winners in 
1999, have an intriguing game in 
Group D away to a Villarreal side 
whose recent success is largely 
down to a striker who Reds man-
ager Alex Ferguson discarded, 
Uruguayan Diego Forlan.
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NOTICE
Due to space constraints cross-
word could not be published 
today. We apologise to our read-
ers for not carrying it. 
                                    -- Sports 
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Opening Champions League first phase group 

fixtures this week (all matches 1845 GMT):

Tuesday

Group E: AC Milan (ITA) v Fenerbahce (TUR)

   PSV Eindhoven (NED) v Schalke 04 (GER)

Group F: Lyon (FRA) v Real Madrid (ESP)

   Olympiakos (GRE) v Rosenborg (NOR)

Group G: Chelsea (ENG) v Anderlecht (BEL)

   Real Betis (ESP) v Liverpool (ENG)

Group H: Rangers (SCO) v FC Porto (POR)

   FC Bratislava (SVK) v Inter Milan (ITA)

Wednesday

Group A: Rapid Vienna (AUT) v Bayern Munich 

(GER)

   FC Bruges (BEL) v Juventus (ITA)

Group B: Sparta Prague (CZE) v Ajax (NED)

   Arsenal (ENG) v Thun (SUI)

Group C: Udinese (ITA) v Panathinaikos (GRE)

   Werder Bremen (GER) v Barcelona (ESP)

Group D: Villarreal (ESP) v Manchester 

United (ENG)

   Benfica (POR) v Lille (FRA)

REUTERS, Madrid

Barcelona striker Samuel Eto'o 
struck twice to give the champions 
their first win of the season 2-0 
against Real Mallorca on Sunday. 

Two goals in the space of five 
first-half minutes settled a Barca 
side who had looked edgy before 
going in front. 

Mallorca self-destructed after the 
break and finished the game with 
nine men, following the dismissals 
of defender Sergio Ballesteros and 
midfielder Francisco Farinos. 

Early pace-setters Athletic 
Bilbao were held to a 1-1 draw at 
Bernd Schuster's Getafe after 
visiting defender Javier Casas 
cancelled out Daniel Guiza's exqui-
site lob. 

Promoted Celta Vigo are top 
w i t h  s i x  p o i n t s  f o l l o w i n g  
Saturday's 3-2 win over Real 
Madrid in the Bernabeu, with 
Galician neighbours Deportivo 
Coruna second on goal difference 
after their 1-0 win over Atletico 
Madrid the same day. 

Bilbao are third on four points 
with Getafe, Barcelona, and 
Valencia, who drew 2-2 with Real 
Zaragoza, and Sevilla, who drew 1-
1 at Villarreal. 

Barcelona struggled to find their 
rhythm in the first half and looked off 
the pace until Eto'o rose to head the 
home side in front after 27 minutes. 

Last season's leading scorer 
spent Friday night in hospital under 
observation after clashing heads 
with a team mate in training but he 
showed few signs of any side-
effects. 

Dutch defender Giovanni van 
Bronckhorst floated in a cross from 
the left and Eto'o beat his man to 
head straight at Miguel Angel Moya. 

But the Mallorca keeper mis-
judged the bounce and the ball 

bobbled over him into the goal. 
Barely five minutes later, Hector 

Cuper's side were two behind when 
a lurking Eto'o pounced to head 
home a loose ball after Moya could 
only partly stop Ludovic Giuly's 
fierce near-post shot. 

Mallorca's chances of finding a 
way back into the game began to 
dissipate when Ballesteros was 
sent off for a second bookable 

offence in the 71st minute. 
Farinos followed him down the 

tunnel 10 minutes from time after 
collecting two yellow cards in quick 
succession. 

Only the woodwork denied 
Dutchman Mark van Bommel his 
first goal for Barca in the closing 
minutes when he fired against the 
upright. 

PRIMERA LIGA

Eto'o on the double
PREVIEW

Champions' time

PHOTO: AFP
THANK YOU, GOD! Barcelona's Samuel Eto'o raises his arms to the heavens after 
scoring during the Spanish League match against Mallorca on Sunday.
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The Sri Lankans took some sharp 
catches but Bashar thought that 
they have to take more half chances 
to be competitive. 

"A few edges went past close to 
us and we have to grab them. The 
catch taken by Aftab changed the 
face of match. It was inspiring for the 
w h o l e  t e a m .  B u t  M a h e l a  
(Jayawardene) came and steadied 
the Lankan batting with his patience 
and determination at the end of the 
day." 
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leg-middle -- received some boos 
from the unhappy local journalists. 
After the scorer in the press box 
announced the fall of the wicket, one 
Sri Lankan reporter just mimicked him 
saying, "Atapattu lbw b Asad Rouf', 
referring to the Pakistani umpire who 
gave the verdict. 

TV replays showed that the ball 
brushed the pad before hitting the bat 
but a small section of the local media 
was determined that it was bat first. 

There was, however, no 'foul cry' 
when Habibul Bashar was adjudged 
run out although replays suggested he 
was desperately unlucky.

The Bangladeshi captain stepped 
out to turn Muralitharan on the on-side, 
but was rapped on the pads. 
Tillakaratne Dilshan fielded the ball at 
short-leg and hit the stumps as the 
batsman dived to regain the crease. 

Bashar's bat was in the crease, but 
the TV umpire took his time to rule that 
it was in the air when the bails came off. 

Bashar's rapidfire 84 was his first 
half-century against Sri Lanka and the 
Bangladesh skipper was involved in 
two record stands against the island-
ers. 

With Javed Omar, he added 59 
runs for the second wicket, surpassing 
23 between Javed and Al Shahriar in 
2002 at the Sinhalese Sports Club 
ground. He then rewrote another 
record during a 92-run partnership 
with Mohammad Ashraful for the third 
wicket, going past Tigers' previous 
best 77 between himself and Al 
Shahr iar  in 2002 at  the P 
Saravanamuttu Stadium. 

It was also Bangladesh 's third best 
partnership against Sri Lanka after 
Aminul Islam and Mohammad 
Ashraful's 126 and 96 between 
Naimur Rahman and Ashraful in the 
Asian Test Championship match in 
2002 at the SSC. 

FROM PAGE 12

Boris Becker, Stefan Edberg and 
Ivan Lendl.

Federer was the first man to 
defend the US Open title since 
Patrick Rafter in 1998 and the first in 
the Open era starting in 1968 to win 
both Wimbledon and the US Open in 
successive years. 

He has now won all six Grand 
Slam finals he has contested follow-
ing his three Wimbledon titles in 
2003/2004/2005 and the 2004 
Australian Open.

He has now won his last 23 finals, 
11 better than the previous record.

He has won 71 of his 74 matches 
this year.

Sunday's win was his 35th con-
secutive hardcourt victory, breaking 
Sampras's professional era record of 
34.

He also joined an elite club of only 
four men since records began in the 
1880s to win their first six grand slam 
finals. In the professional era nobody 
has won more than their first three.

Even Federer does not know how 
he does it. "I amaze myself that I can 
back it up one tournament after 
another," he said. 

Agassi said he did not intend to 
retire yet, despite the increasing 
demands of his family life and a 
chronic back problem that has 
prompted talk of him quitting this 
year.

He at least had the satisfaction of 
taking a set off Federer in a Grand 
Slam final, something that has only 
happened once before.

By the end, however, he was 
fishing about on court like a middle-
aged Dad with a spade on the beach.

Agassi lost because, like all 
Federer's other rivals, he could not 
maintain his performance level at 100 
per cent.

For the 90 minutes that he did 
match Federer, though, Flushing 
Meadows was bedlam.

The 6-3 score suggests Federer 
took the first set with some ease but 
an obdurate Agassi saved seven set 
points before a big first serve from the 

Swiss finally did the trick.
Chants of "An-dre, An-dre" rang 

out from the fans rammed inside the 
stands of Arthur Ashe Court and the 
old-timer stunned Federer with a 
break for 2-0 at the start of the second 
set.

Agassi levelled the match with 
some ease and the crowd began to 
get on top of the Swiss.

A cry of "miss it!" just as Federer 
hit a second serve over-stepped the 
mark and Federer was soon 4-2 
down in the third set.

If the champion was rattled, 
though, it did not show.

Agassi had been enjoying most of 
the luck with netcords until that point 
but in the next game, facing a break 
point, one of his forehands sat up off 
the tape and Federer put away a 
simple backhand to break back.

It was the turning point. Agassi 
bravely saved four break points to 
hold for 6-5 but the yelps he was now 
emitting with each shot revealed his 
growing fatigue.

Bashar backs 

Rasel off the mark 

Federer douses Agassi 

The Grand 
Slam club
AFP, New York

The list of all-time Grand Slam title 
winners after Roger Federer beat 
Andre Agassi in the US Open final 
here Sunday:
14 - Pete Sampras 
12 - Roy Emerson 
11 - Bjorn Borg, Rod Laver 
10 - Bill Tilden 
8 - Andre Agassi, Jimmy Connors, 
Ivan Lendl, Fred Perry, Ken 
Rosewall 
7 - Henri Cochet, Rene lacoste, Bill 
Larned, John Newcombe, John 
McEnroe, Wil l iam Renshaw, 
Richard Sears, Mats Wilander 
6 - Boris Becker, Don Budge, Jack 
Crawford, Laurie Doherty, Stefan 
Edberg, Tony Wilding, Roger 
Federer 

AFP, Bulawayo

All the evidence as well as recent 
history points to a heavy defeat for 
Zimbabwe when they face India in 
the first of two cricket Tests which 
starts at Queens Sports Club here 
on Tuesday.

The history concerns a succes-
sion of recent defeats against all 
comers, some of them of large 
proportions such as a two innings 
collapses in one day against New 
Zealand last month.

The evidence comes partly from 
five India batsmen who have scored 
centuries here in the last few days -- 
V i r ende r  Sehwag ,  Gau tam 
G a m b h i r ,  R a h u l  D r a v i d ,  
Mohammad Kaif and Yuvraj Singh.

And if Zaheer Khan does play 
(there is some doubt about his most 
recent performance of 2-122 
against a Zimbabwe trials side), 
they have the choice of Anil Kumble 
or Harbhajan Singh. It seems 
unlikely that India will field two 
spinners.

Sourav Ganguly has had a 
forearm problem and there has also 
been some debate as to whether he 
will bat high up or drop to six. But he 
reported fit on Monday and expects 
to bat five.

One temptation to play might be 

India-Zim Test from today
the 51 runs he needs to reach the 
5,000 landmark in Tests. When he 
takes the field for his 48th Test as 
captain here he will overtake the 
previous longest serving one Sunil 
Gavaskar.

Coach Greg Chappell com-
mented: "We have a lot of pressure 
to win this match and to win well. 
There are millions of people expect-
ing it.

"We are all playing well at the 
moment, so there is a scramble for 
places. It is a problem we like to 
have."

He added there was a slight 
doubt about Laxmipathy Balaji, who 
is complaining about a sore arm, 
though it is not too troublesome and 
he will be contending for a place.

On the bowling front, after taking 
five wickets in Mutare and noncha-
lantly scoring 60, Anil Kumble will 
also be a major threat to the 
Zimbabweans.

But Zimbabwe coach Kevin 
Curran says he has played with 
K u m b l e  m a n y  t i m e s  a t  
Northamptonshire in English 
County cricket. "And we have devel-
oped methods to play against him. 
There is a plan in place," Curran 

said.
"We also have several batsmen 

who scored well in Mutare, particu-
lar Dion Ebrahim with a back-to-
form 169. Our batsmen know they 
also have plenty of time in Tests and 
will approach their play accord-
ingly."

Kumble is likely to be preferred to 
Harbhajan Singh if only one spinner 
is to be fielded on a pitch that 
favours batsmen apart from per-
haps the first hour or so.

TEAMS
ZIMBABWE (from): Tatenda Taibu 
(captain), Heath Streak, Dion 
Ebrahim, Andy Blignaut, Charles 
Coventry, Brendan Taylor, Keith 
Dabengwa, Blessing Mahwire, 
Terry Duffin, Sean Williams, 
Prosper Utseya, Waddington 
Mwayenga.
INDIA (from): Sourav Ganguly 
(captain), Rahul Dravid, Virender 
Sehwag,  Gautam Gambhi r,  
Mohammad Kaif, VVS Laxman, 
Yuvraj Singh, Dinesh Karthik, Anil 
Kumble, Laxmipathy Balaji, Irfan 
Pathan, Harbhajan Singh, Ajit 
Agarkar, Dheeraj Jadhav, Zaheer 
Khan.

NFL Rangamati 
leg begins Sept 15
OUR CORRESPONDENT

The Rangamati phase of the Nitol-
Tata National Football League will 
begin at Rangamati Stadium on 
September 15. District Sports 
Association officials said at a press 
conference here yesterday.

Five district champion teams, 
Mohammedan Sporting Club from 
Rangamati, Thikadar Kallyan Samity 
from Bandarban, Chittagong 
Mohammedan, Ramu Brothers 
Union from Cox's Bazar, Sadar 
Upazila Team from Laxsmipur and 
two service sides Bangladesh Navy, 
and Bangladesh Rifles will take part, 
said Shekh Md Maruf Hassan, the 
Police Super and convenor of the 
tournament organising committee.

Rangamati, the tiny hill town, has 
been selected as one of the six 
venues across the country for the first 
time to hold the national tournament.

New BCF body
 UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Chess Federation 
announced its newly elected execu-
tive committee on Sunday with former 
national champion FIDE Master 
Jamilur Rahman as general secretary.

Earlier, the government nominated 
Planning Secretary Akhter Hossain 
Khan as president.

All the office bearers and members 
of the committee have been elected 
unopposed recently. 

Vice-presidents: Syed Aziz 
Ahmed, Habibur Rahman, Prof 
Jahangir Choudhury and Shah Masud 
Imam.

Joint secretaries: MA Rashid and 
AZM Ismail Babul.

List of all-time leading Ashes series wicket-
takers after Shane Warne surpassed Dennis 
Lillee's previous record of 167 wickets in the 
fifth Test at The Oval on Monday:
Bowler Country Mts Wkts
S Warne Australia *31 169
D Lillee Australia 29 167
I Botham England 36 148
H Trumble Australia 31 141
G McGrath Australia *25 135
B Willis England 35 128
M Noble Australia 39 115
R Lindwall Australia 29 114
W Rhodes England 41 109
S Barnes England 20 106
(* denotes match in progress)

TOP ASHES WKT-TAKERS
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Warne leg break that deflected off 
Gilchrist's gloves and hit Hayden, at 
slip, on the leg.

Warne then broke former 
Australia fast bowler Dennis 
Lillee's allcomers' record for the 
most Test wickets against England 
of 167 when he had opener Marcus 
Trescothick lbw for 33 with a ball 
that turned sharply out of the 
rough.

Pietersen drove Lee's first ball 
back down the ground bu ut three 
balls later, on 15, edged a full 
length delivery and Warne, the 
batsman's county captain at 
Hampshire, dropped the two-
handed chest-high slip chance 
despite with England 93 for three.

Pietersen then swept Warne, 
the outstanding Australian this 
series, for two sixes in an over to 
take England through and beyond 
100.

Andrew Flintoff, who scored 72 
in England's first innings, had also 
taken five for 78 when Australia 
batted to become the f i rst  
Englishman to take 20 wickets and 
score 300 runs in an Ashes cam-
paign since Ian Botham achieved 
the feat, in six Tests, in 1981.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at tea on the fifth and 
final day of the fifth and final Ashes 
Test between England and Australia 
at The Oval in London on Monday:
ENGLAND: First innings 373 
(Strauss 129, Flintoff 72; Warne 6-
122)
AUSTRALIA: First innings 367 
(Hayden 138, Langer 105; Flintoff 5-

Pietersen takes England
78, Hoggard 4-97)
ENGLAND: Second innings (over-
night 34-1)
Trescothick lbw b Warne 33
Strauss c Katich b Warne 1
Vaughan c Gilchrist b McGrath 45
Bell c Warne b McGrath 0
Pietersen not out 105
Flintoff c and b Warne 8
Collingwood c Ponting b Warne 10
Jones b Tait 1
Giles not out 6
Extras: (b-4, w-6, nb-2) 12
Total: (For 7 wkts in 63 overs) 221
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-67, 3-67, 4-
109, 5-126, 6-186, 7-199
To bat: Hoggard, Harmison
Bowler O M R W
McGrath 18 3 44 2
Lee 11 1 66 0
Warne 28 2 74 4
Clarke 2 0 6 0
Tait 4 0 27 1

Daily Star 
begin
on the right 
foot
SPORTS REPORTER

The Daily Star put behind the night-
mare of a first-round exit in the last 
six-a-side tournament in grand style 
when they handed BSS an all-wicket 
thrashing in the Pepsi-DRU Inter-
House Six-a-Side Cricket tournament 
yesterday.

The Star captain Rabeed Imam 
was under pressure to avoid a similar 
fate this time and he rose to the chal-
lenge with an unbeaten 23 as the 
popular English daily toppled the news 
agency's unimpressive score of 42 in 
only 2.3 overs of the stipulated six 
overs. Rabeed was later adjudged 
man-of-the-match.

But the honour of hitting the win-
ning runs went to debutante 
Jashimuddin Khan, who hit a massive 
six over extra-cover and followed it up 
with a boundary down to the mid-
wicket.

The Daily Star also unearthed a 
classical off-spinner in Pinaki Roy, who 
left BSS captain Syed Mamun and his 
charges clueless with his flight and 
guile.

This time The Daily Star think-tank 
fielded a youthful team and the change 
was reflected in their stunning fielding 
as they run out as many as three 
opponent batsmen.

In between, Shariful Islam took a 
brilliant return catch and Julfikar Ali 
Manik came round the wicket to tie 
down the scoring.

The Daily Star will play their last 
group match against Sangram today 
at the same venue.

In other matches on the day at the 
Maulana Bhasani Hockey Stadium, 
Inqilab (49-2) beat Khabarpatra (49-3) 
by virtue of losing fewer wickets, ABAS 
(30/0) defeated Banglabazar Patrika 
(25/5) by 5 wickets, BD News (93/3) 
outplayed Amader Samay (42/5) by 51 
runs and the Indepen-dent (96/1) beat 
Manabzamin (54/3) by 42 runs and 
Samakal and New Age got walkovers 
against Deshbangla and Jai Jai din 
respectively.
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"Actually it's very difficult to express 
my emotion right at the moment. It is the 
best achievement in my long 23-year 
coaching career. A long-cherished 
dream came true for me. I enjoyed 
success last season with Sheikh Russel 
but this is special," said the 64-year old 
Brothers coach Wajed Gazi.

"I just told my boys to remain cool on 
the pitch and I am happy that they were 
playing according my plan. I must give 
special thanks to Edward who played 
his part brilliantly." 

Captain Sujan said that retaining the 
title gave Brothers great satisfaction in 
light of the recent accusations of match-
fixing by some leading clubs in the 
crucial stage of the league.

"We finally proved that was not the 
case and they did it just to affect our 
morale. I must say we deserved the 
victory because the best team won the 
title," said the stopper Sujon, who put on 
a brilliant performance in the second 
half after Jewel Rana got injured. 

Sujon's only regret was that the 
former national captain was absent 
from the celebrations as he was admit-
ted to a local hospital after a clash of 
heads with Mohammadan defender 
Peter Odaf.  

His Mohammedan counterpart 
Alfaz Ahmed however blamed their 
game plan.

"You can't expect to win such a 
crunch match with a team down to ten-
men because I didn't felt the presence of 
our foreign striker (Donald Roberts). 
Just ask our coach why he allowed him 
to play full time," said the ace marks-
man.

But Mohammedan coach Kazi 
Jasimuddin Jasi pointed his finger to 
referee Mansoor Azad for their failure.

"I don't think it was a penalty and any 
a poor decision can affect the outcome 
of a big match like this," commented the 
former national booter.
Yellow cards: Masud Rana, Inani, 
Shuvro and Edward (Brothers), Faisal 
(Mohammedan).

TEAMS
BROTHERS UNION: Ali, Jewel Rana 
(Jahangir), Sujan, Shuvro, Masud 
Rana, Siraji, Inani, Pranotosh (Liton), 
Abul, Sujan, Emily (Khokon) and 
Edward
MOHAMMEDAN: Biplob, Nazrul, 
Hasan, Odaf, Ronny (Nakib), Matiur 
Munna, Asad (Sentu), Faisal, Manju 
(Zahid), Alfaz and Donald
Referee: Mansoor Azad

Title stays Orange

Seasons Champions    Runners-up 
2005 Brothers Union  Mohammedan   
2003-04 Brothers Union  Sheikh Russel   
2002 Mohammedan   Abahani    
2001 Abahani   Mohammedan  
2000 Muktijoddha  Abahani    
1999  Mohammedan   Abahani   
 Not held    
1997 Muktijoddha   Mohammedan 
1996 Mohammedan   Abahani 
1995 Abahani   Mohammedan  
1994 Abahani   Muktijoddha 
1993 Mohammedan  Abahani

ROLL OF HONOUR
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they felt he was behind the non-
election of popular and proven organ-
isers like Shafiqur Rahman Munna 
and Khondkar Jamiluddin. Some 
people also demonstrated outside the 
hotel with placards against Mollah.   

But in the press conference the 
executives were inclined not to talk on 
the issue and rather focused on the 
main aspects of the meeting. 

Anam said that they have approved 
the annual domestic calendar with the 
season starting with the Corporate 
League from the first week of October. 

Responding a question about the 
roles of the chief executive officer and 
the elected general secretary which 
could create confusion and conflict, 
BCB president Asghar said that every-
thing would be discussed in the annual 
general meeting (AGM) scheduled for 
October 21 in Dhaka. 

The new committee also accepted 
the Asian Cricket Council (ACC)'s 
proposal to host the Afro-Asian 'A' 
cricket tournament.

"We will send the fixture of the 
tournament to the ACC by January for 
their approval," said Anam.

He said that there is a possibility of 
a five-match one-day international 
series and a two-Test rubber between 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe next 
November but nothing has been 
confirmed yet. 

About Bangladesh's maiden tour to 
India, Anam said that it would be 
included in the ICC's next six-year 
plan.

"As per the draft proposal 
Bangladesh will tour India twice in the 
ICC's next six-year plan," he added.

Anam also informed that the 
various sub-committees of the Board 
would be announced later.

Tigers captain
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