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Speaker's PS
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opts out of the high-level meet,
sources said.

Speaker Jamiruddin Sircar will
not attend the CPA conference
slated to be held between
September 1 and 10 as the Jatiya
Sangsad goes into session on
September 8. But his personal
secretary was included in the 10-
member team, being shown as an
officer to assist the delegation.

"The Fiji parliament and CPA
secretariat will bear all expenses
for four members of the delega-
tion while Bangladesh parliament
will pay those of the rest of the
team," said a circular issued by
parliament secretariat.

Besides, the parliament secre-
tariat will have to count $ 2,500 in
observer fees for the three law-
makers joining the conference as
observers, the circular read.

Mohammad Khalequzzaman,
personal secretary (PS) to the
speaker, is scheduled to leave
Dhaka on September 2 along with
the other members of the delega-
tion. His wife and daughter will
accompany himin the trip.

The PS and his family will also
make a 15-day visit to Sydney,
said the circular.

Talking to The Daily Star yes-

terday, Khalequzzaman, how-
ever, said he has yet to be sure
whether to go to Fiji. "l have been
included in the delegation
because the speaker was earlier
supposed to join the conference,"
he said.

Asked about taking his wife
and daughter on the trip, he said
they would not go with him.

The wife and son of Whip
Zahed Ali Chowdhury, a member
of the delegation, will accompany
him on the trip to Fiji and Sydney,
said a circular issued by the par-
liament secretariat.

The wife of ruling BNP law-
maker Mozahar Hossain too will
travel with her husband to Fiji and
the southeastern Australian city.

Regarding the costs of the trip,
the circular said Zahed Ali
Chowdhury will pay the travel and
other expenses for his wife and
son, but it did not mention how the
expenses for the families of
Mozahar and the speaker's PS
will be met.

Deputy Speaker Akhtar Hamid
Siddiqui yesterday left Dhaka for
Fiji, taking along with him a senior
assistant secretary of the parlia-
ment secretariat as a supporting
staff.

Moudud says verdict
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present its views from constitutional
point in the Supreme Court during
the full hearing.

Ziaur Rahman never established
any military law, rather came to
power through "sepoy-people's
revolution" on November 7, 1975,
he said, adding that senior Awami
League (AL) leader Khandker
Mustaque Ahmed established
military rule in the country on August
15, 1975 and the then parliament
was also of the AL majority.

The members of Mustaque's
cabinet were also of the AL, he
noted.

Asked if the military rule is illegal,
he said the argument should be on
the constitutional protection, there
should not be any question on the
legality orillegality.

"Whatever there is in the consti-
tutionis legal," he said.

From March 25, 1971 to July 16,
1972, the activities that the then
governmentin exile conducted were
ratified and shown in the schedule of
the 1972 constitution.

He cited the example of the 11th
amendment when the chief of the
caretaker government was
Shahabuddin Ahmed, who was also
the then chief justice of the country.

"We had to pass the 11th amend-
ment to give validity of the activities
of Shahabuddin Ahmed during the
caretaker government," he said.

"We had to do it for continuity of

the state, government and the
constitution. If it were not done,
there would remain a vacuum. To
run a country, there should be
continuity of these elements."

"For this, the 5th, 7th, and 11th
amendments were made."

On the instant stay of the verdict,
he said, "We have done it so that no
confusion among the people is
created.”

There are many examples that
the petition was done overnight, he
said.

There is also no legal problem in
staying the verdict instantly, he
noted.

The petitioner of the case on
which the High Court gave the
verdict went to the court to get back
his cinema hall that he thought was
abandoned during the military rule,
but he did not want the declaration
of the 5th amendment as illegal, the
minister said.

"The court gave the verdict that
the complainant did not ask for,"
Moudud said, adding that he
received the information of the
verdict at 5:45pm and no law officer
neglected in informing the govern-
ment of the matter.

The government's answer in
details on the verdict will be given as
soon as it receives the full copy of
the verdict, he noted.

WB tags oll price
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direct condition of the WB. But the
bank has been insisting on this point
"not as a condition, more as a gen-
eral concern," Ahmed explained, for
the sake of what a WB document
said a 'satisfactory implementation
of agreed macroeconomic frame-
work under PRGF', one of the 14
conditions.

The WB believes unless the
domestic oil prices are adjusted to
the international ones, the macro-
economic stability will be hampered,
as Ahmed said, "it [the price gap]
has a macro effect.”

"Unless the macroeconomic
framework is put right, the progress
that the government has made in
the last two-three years in a variety
of areas -- banking, public expendi-
ture -- will be jeopardised. That is
our concern," he elaborated.

While the oil price in the interna-
tional market has shot up beyond
$70 a barrel, in Bangladesh it
remains at the level of the time when
global price was around $25 to $26,
Ahmed pointed out to the press.

As diesel and kerosene consti-
tute 75 percent of the country's total
petroleum consumption, he
emphasised the need for increasing
their prices, which in Bangladesh
were less than that in the other
regional countries.

The WB executive did admit that
a price hike in the two petroleum
products will affect the poor nega-
tively and said the government can
provide some subsidies in deserv-
ing cases but well within a limit.

On the other hand, if the govern-
ment does not adjust the domestic
oil price regime with the global price
range, Ahmed said, it will have to
bear at least $200 million subsidy a
year. Such a huge amount will not
come from tax, he observed, add-
ing, in which case the government
will be forced to go for "inflationary
finance".

The WB regional sector chief
was of the opinion that if monetary
and fiscal policies continue in the
right direction, an oil price increment
would not aggravate inflation. In
support of his view, he cited the
example of the USA, where petro-
leum prices have been increased by
$2 a gallon over the last two years,
without suffering any inflation hike.

On bettering power revenue,
Sadig Ahmed said presently many a
public and private organisation has
unpaid electricity bills for some five
to six months and added the WB
wants to make sure the bills do not

remain outstanding for more than
three months.

Under the conditions, the gov-
ernment will have to draft a financial
reporting act, making the corporate
bodies accountable to parliament.
Another condition to get the DSC-3
is to enacta procurement law.

Sources said, though the finance
minister is willing to carry out the
reform programmes in full, he faces
myriad difficulties including opposi-
tion from his colleagues in cabinet
and parliament in doing that. The
opposition comes, as some of the
issues, like oil price hike, are politi-
cally sensitive, especially ahead of
the upcoming general elections.

Saifur Rahman is in a great
dilemma, a finance ministry official
observed, as on the one hand he
has to get money from the donors by
complying with their conditions and
on the other has to convince his
cabinet colleagues to take unpopu-
lar decisions.

Ahmed also seemed to under-
stand the minister's predicament, as
he observed the finance minister is
trying hard, but he alone cannot do
everything; he has to convince the
cabinet.

Blasts, oil price
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threaten the country's macro-
economic stability, Metropolitan
Chamber president said yesterday.

"The country's economy is going
through a critical phase. In spite of the
steady GDP growth of over 5 percent
in the recent years and the macro-
economic stability, the country's
economy is suddenly faced with
serious challenges," said Kutubuddin
Ahmed Ahmed, Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) chief.

He was speaking at a meeting
with Commerce Minister Altaf
Hossain Choudhury in Dhaka.

"Disconcerting developments
both on political and the foreign
trade fronts in the recent weeks
mount challenges to our develop-
ment and in fact to the image of the
country," observed Ahmed.

He, however, said he hopes the
steps taken by the government in
response to the latest developments
will soon improve the situation.

"Our chamber is fully committed
to extending co-operation to the
efforts being made at the direction of
the prime minister to restore the law
and order," he added.

Shaikul Hadith

FROM PAGE 16

Monday acquitted Mohammad
Mahfuzul Haq, son of Shaikul
Hadith Moulana Azizul Haq and 34
others as the prosecution failed to
prove the charges.

Police constable Badsha Miah,
50, was beaten to death by Islamist
zealots in the Noor Masjid in the
city's Mohammadpur area during
the hartal called by Ulema
Mashaekh (Islamic scholars) on
February 3,2001.

The prosecution did not take
necessary steps to record state-
ments of three constables as prose-
cution witnesses, the court order
said.

There were no eyewitnesses in
the case and the prosecution did not
file any petition to exhibit the victim's
autopsy report prepared by Dr
Mizanur Rahman though the prose-
cution knew about his (Dr
Rahman's) staying abroad, it added.

As the prosecution did not pro-
duce any documents to prove the
charges in the case, all the accused
were acquitted of charges, the court
added.

During the investigation of the
case, four accused--Abu Bakkar
Siddique, Hijbullah, Akram Hossain
and Humayun Kabir-- gave confes-
sional statements to magistrates
saying that they along with others
beat the victim to death inside the
mosque.

Meanwhile, the government had
withdrawn the charges against
Azizul Haq and another on March
10, 2003 saying that the charges
brought against them were politi-
cally motivated.

Following Badsha's murder,
Sub-Inspector Delwar Hossain filed
a case accusing Azizul Hag, his son
and 35 others with the
Mohammadpur Police Station the
same day.

The Criminal Investigation
Department pressed charges
against Azizul Haq and 36 others on
July 15 the same year.

Meanwhile, Assistant Public
Prosecutor (APP) Ali Haider Kiron,
who conducted the case, told The
Daily Star that he had tried his best
to produce the prosecution wit-
nesses before the court but the
court had completed cross-
examination of witnesses though he
(APP) did not file any petition for
closing of the case.

Bomb threat
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spread after the letters reached the
institutions -- Gangni Degree
College, Gangni Pilot High School,
Anyesha Bidyaniketan and
Jorpukuria High School -- students
stopped going there and the authori-
ties closed the institutions.

The institutions' authorities have
called a meeting of the guardians to
discuss the matter today. Meherpur
police superintendent said they
were investigating the matter.

Tigers
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months ago.

But Bangladesh will be without
their key bowler Mashrafee-bin-
Mortuza at least for the first game
after the Narail quick was sidelined
due to back pain.

His injury however paved way for
young left-arm paceman Syed
Rasel to make his international
debut. The 21-year-old will share
the new ball with experienced
Tapash Baisya, who reached
Colombo on Tuesday as a last-
minute replacement for Mashrafee.

There will be however no change
in the batting line up with all-rounder
Khaled Mahmud coming in place of
paceman Nazmul Hossain.

The opening match is also signif-
icant for wicketkeeper Khaled
Mashud since it will be his 100th
ODIl appearance.

Bangladesh's build-up did not go
well as they suffered an embarrass-
ing 10-wicket defeat in the lone
practice match against the Sri
Lanka Board President's Eleven on
Sunday.

But the Bangladesh captain was
notworried by the result.

"It was disappointing but we are
not thinking about that game. It was
a big setback and we have to make
sure it does not happen tomorrow,"
said the premier Bangladesh bats-
man.

"In that game, we tried some-
thing new to adapt with the new
rules. The good thing is that we can
play an extra bowler and strengthen
the batting but the powerplay in the
middle becomes difficult if we can't
take wickets," said Bashar.

Both Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
will get the first taste of the new one-
day playing rules where a supersub
can be employed apart from an
additional five overs of fielding
restrictions.

It was expected that left-spinner
Manjarul Islam will be Bangladesh's
first supersub.

Rejoinder

Hizbut Tahrir Bangladesh (HTB) has
protested The Daily Star story
headlined "Inside the militant
groups-7: Profiles show them inter-
linked" published on August 28 and
denied their involvement in militant
activities. HTB is not a militant
organisation and it does not support
any terrorist activities, it said.
Ourreply

Our report was based on the intelli-
gence reports that alerted the
government stating that the organi-
sation could turn into a militant one.

34 Islamic NGOs
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Jamaat-e- Islami leader became
social welfare minister, the sources
mentioned.

These local NGOs also get foreign
donation but they do not give any
report on it to the government as they
work as affiliates of the foreign funded
ones. The NGOs registered with the
NGO bureau implement various
projects themselves or provide funds
to local NGOs for implementing
projects.

Besides, a section of Islamic
scholars, leaders of religion-based
political parties including Jamaat-e-
Islami and heads of madrasa go to
Middle Eastern (ME) countries every
year for fund-raising from zakat, fitra
and individual donations in the name
of religious education, charitable
organisations and orphanages.

This money has no official records
as it does not come through official
channels. The persons concerned
themselves carry the money or send it
through unofficial channels like hundi.

Some exporters and importers in
Dhaka and Chittagong also help
transferring the money. The foreign
funds that are channelled through
businessmen mainly come via
Bangkok and Singapore, the sources
pointed out.

This is one of the major sources of
funds for the local Islamic NGOs and
Qawmi madrasas which do not have
government recognition. The income
and expenditure of these madrasas
are not accounted for properly as they
are not accountable to any govern-
mentbody.

Earlier, these Qwami madrasas
were fully dependent on donations of
local religious elite but since 1980s
money started coming in from the oil-
rich ME countries. As a result, such
madrasas sprang up across the
country with their number rising to over
10,000.

A large portion of the funds col-
lected for the Qwami madrasas is
allegedly used for arms training as part
of preparations for jihad'.

An Islamic scholar, who runs a
religious cultural organisation, told this
correspondent that a retired army
person met him once and proposed to
donate funds regularly for an Islamic
revolution in the country. The army
man asked him to recruit young people
and give them training for jihad. He
however rejected the offer fearing its
dangerous consequences, he added.

Seeking anonymity, he said,

"Many others accepted this lucrative
offer because they always look for
money."

A number of Bangladeshi return-
ees from Afghan war also operate
such madrasas and charitable organi-
sations with foreign funds, the Islamic
mentioned.

One such returnee formed an
Islamic NGO and has also became a
legislator as the nominee of a religion-
based party, which is a component of
theruling alliance.

The number of Islamic NGOs in the
country rose after the
1991devastating cyclone in
Chittagong and other coastal areas of
the country. Since then, more than a
dozen leading international Islamic
NGOs started operation in
Bangladesh.

They took part in relief operation
and other charitable activities like
building houses, providing pure
drinking water, setting up hospitals,
improving sanitation, mother and child
healthcare and establishing religious
educational institutions, said a high
official ofthe NGO bureau.

They also built several hundred
mosques in villages with funds from
the ME countries, he mentioned.

The bureau however has no data
on the activities of these NGOs and
their operations.

56 killed
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border," the security source told
AFP.

The US military said it had no
exact numbers of casualties.

"There was a total of three strikes
targetting terrorist safe houses...
Abu Islam (a reported al-Qaeda
operative) and several associates
are believed killed," a US military
spokesman in Baghdad said.

EU parliament
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Hecke, also vice chairman of the
human rights committee of the
European Parliament, criticised
Bangladesh government for its 'failure’
to properly investigate the bomb and
grenade attacksinrecentyears.

Another message, sent by Prof
Dr Winfried Pinger, member of the
German parliament, was also read
out at the convention.

JMB regrouping
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abroad willtrain themin "open and free
frontier areas" of Satkhira, Chittagong
and Cox's Bazar, the source said.

Among the 200, 50 students are
from Rajshahi, Natore, Naogaon,
Chapainawabganj and Bogra districts.
Five experts from Chapainawabganj,
Gaibandha, Jamalpur, Satkhira and
Cox's Bazar selected them at secret
training camps, the JMB source said
seeking anonymity.

The guerrilla warfare training will
lead to picking up 50 "smart students”
who are likely to be trained abroad in
five groups later.

The Daily Star source, a 32-year
old hafez (one who has memorised
the Holy Qur'an), claimed to have
been staying with JMB chief Moulana
Abdur Rahman since the latter went
into hiding from Rajshahi region in
June lastyear along with Bangla Bhai.

The source said both Rahman and
Bangla Bhai are inside the country, but
did not give further details about the
militant kingpins.

"We have support from an influen-
tial quarter and the relation developed
between us when Bangla Bhai and
Abdur Rahman enjoyed state support
during the vigilante action against
outlaws in Rajshahi region last year,"
the JMB source said.

Our correspondent Rafiq Sarker
from Rangpur informs that due to local
people's watch on the mosques and
madrasas run by the Ahle Hadith
communities, the militants changed

their course of action and shifted their
meeting places toremote char areas.

The JMB militants have formed a
strong network in Gangachhara
upazila taking its geographical advan-
tage: the upazila is connected with the
bordering districts Lalmonirhat and
Nilphamari and linked with the vast
land area arising in the river Teesta.
This has made it easy for the group to
maintain the network fromthere.

The police listed 45 Islamist mili-
tants under Gangachhara upazila but
they could notarrestany.

Locals said the militants are still in
the areas, clean shaved now to
deceive the police.

The Detective Branch (DB) of
police arrested two suspected mili-
tants--Samiul Islam Siju and Fazlu--
four months back from Paikan and
Kuribishwa under Nohali union after
police recovered grenades from a
Rangpur Brac office. They also seized
a huge number of books on jihad
(Islamist revolution), receipts for
monthly money collection and some
letters.

On August 18, the police nabbed
wanted Islamist militants Abdul Haque
of Boro Rupai Kagzipara under
Mornea union, but he escaped from
the police custody handcuffed.

The police later negotiated with a
Upazila Parishad chairman and a BNP
leader of the union, who sent the
handcuffback.

Hasina vows
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and former prime minister, addressed
the convention as a victim of terrorism.
She narrowly survived the August 21
grenade blasts at her party rally in the
city that killed at least 22 and wounded
around 200.

Leaders and workers of the AL,
who were injured and crippled in
different bomb and grenade attacks
including that on August 21, were
present on the dais with Hasina.
Families of the victims, leaders of
different opposition parties and profes-
sionals were present.

Making a fresh call for unity of
people against the BNP-Jamaat ruling
alliance, the AL chief said, "Unite and
come forward to save the country. All
must raise their voice against terror-
ism, corruption and misrule of the
alliance government and their conspir-
acy tomanipulate people's verdict."

She identified illegal capture of
power as the root of all evils and said, "
People must build up strong resis-
tance against corruption, violence and
vote rigging, which have originated
fromillegal grabbing of state power."

Hasina went on, "Grabbing power
illegally at gun point, Ziaur Rahman
not only gave indemnity to the killers of
Bangabandhu and four national
leaders but also rewarded them with
jobs in our missions abroad. Killings
will continue in a country like ours
where killers are rewarded instead of
being punished."

She blasted the government of
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia for what
she said was sharing power with
communal forces and taking the
country on the brink of ruin. Under the
alliance rule, the country has become
aplace of panic to its people as well as
foreigners, she added.

They (government) have
destroyed the administration, judiciary
and parliament, she alleged. "They are
doing this only to cling to their illegal
power."

The only way to get rid of this
situation is to unite and force this
government to quit, the opposition
leader said.

The opposition leader broke into
tears while narrating the killing of her
father Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman along with most family
members, four national leaders, 22
people in the August 21 grenade
attack, former finance minister SAMS
Kibriaand many of her party leaders.

On the Aug 17 blasts across the
country, Hasina said the serial bomb-
ings were a warning by the extremists
that they could do anything anytime.
Such an incident could not take place
without the support of the rulers, she
thought.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud,
convenor of the Convention against
Terrorism, and Canadian human
rights leader William Slown also spoke
at the function, chaired by AL leader
and former ministerAMAMuhith.

Rokanuddin said this convention
sought to uphold the country's image
and find ways to fight terrorism.

Opposition leaders including Dr
Kamal Hossain, Rashed Khan Menon
and Hasanul Haq Inu and most of the
senior AL leaders were present at the
convention.

Videos of anti-terrorism songs
were played and a photo exhibition
was organised on the occasion.

Dhabi Group
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stating (MoU) with the Board of
Investment (Bol) for going ahead
with a $ 1billion investment in the
country.

The Middle Eastern corporate
giant is likely to invest the amount in
tourism, telecommunication and
pharmaceutical sectors.

Nahiyan will sign the MoU with
the Bol at state guesthouse Meghna
tomorrow.

The Dhabi Group chairman, also
a federal minister, will call on Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and President
lajuddin Ahmed Thursday.

He is also scheduled to inaugu-
rate the first branch of Dubai based
Bank Al-Fallah at Motijheel in the
capital this evening.

Sources said the company is
intending to set up a five star hotel, a
mobile phone company and a phar-
maceutical industry in the country as
part of its overseas business expan-
sion programme and to earn speedy
return from the fast growing sectors.

Earlier an advanced team of
technical experts and executives
headed by the chief executive officer
of the Dhabi Group Bashir A Tahir
arrived in the city on Saturday to do
the spadework for the negotiations
to be conducted by their chairman.

The adviser to the Ministry of
Energy and the Bol Executive
Chairman Mahmudur Rahman is
expected to receive the high profile
industrialist who will be accompanied
by a high-level trade delegation.

Sources said the government
has already examined 'Fairly
House," a shipping ministry guest
house in the capital, for developing
into a five star hotel with the possible
investment of the Dhabi Group.

While asked Mahmudur Rahman
expressed his optimism about the
investment and said if the Middle
Eastern giant comes to Bangladesh,
it will be the pathway for other
renowned foreign companies to
come here for investment.

Hurricane
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months before electricity is restored
to everyone. Ten major hospitals in
New Orleans were running on
emergency backup power.

"It will be unsafe to return to the
coastal area for several days,"
Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour told
evacuees Monday. "Be patient.
Don'tbeinahurry to go back."

According to preliminary assess-
ments by AIR Worldwide Corp., a
risk modelling firm, the property and
casualty insurance industry faces
as much as $26 billion in claims from
Katrina.

That would make Katrina more
expensive than the previous record-
setting storm, Hurricane Andrew,
which caused some $21 billion in
insured losses in 1992 to property in
Florida and along the Gulf Coast.

Mississippi's economy was also
dealt a blow that could run into the
millions, as the storm shuttered the
flashy casinos that dot its coast. The
gambling houses are built on barges
anchored just off the beach, and
Barbour said emergency officials
had received reports of water reach-
ing the third floors of some casinos.

After striking the Gulf Coast as a
Category 4 hurricane, Katrina was
later downgraded to a tropical storm
as it passed through eastern
Mississippi, moving north at 21
mph. Winds early Tuesday were still
adangerous 60 mph.

Forecasters said that as the
storm moves north over the next few
days, it may spawn tornadoes over
the Southeast and swamp the
Tennessee and Ohio valleys with a
potentially ruinous 8 inches or more
of rain.

Dhaka urges
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track down those responsible. The
two countries share a 4,000-km
river and porous land border.

Along the heavily forested 320-
km long border with Myanmar,
Bangladeshi forces in recent
months have launched operations
to flush out ethnic Myanmar rebels.

Bangladeshi police have blamed
the Islamist group Jama'atul
Mujahideen for the blasts, detaining
dozens of members, but say that they
are looking for about 500 more mili-
tants believed to be involved in plan-
ning and carrying out the attacks.

Our staff correspondent adds:
When contacted, an authoritative
source at the foreign ministry yes-
terday said the ministry has not
made any such requests to any
country.

BSF kills 3
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now undergoing treatment at
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital and
Kosba Upazila Health Complex.

Commanding Officer of 11th
Rifles Battalion Colonel AK Nesar
and Police Superintendent ATM
Tareq visited the spot.

The commanding officer said the
BDR personnel have been put on
"red alert" on the border following
the incident.

The BDR protested the attack
and also called for a flag meeting.
The Indian side did not

respond as of 6:00pm yesterday.

In Thakurgaon, The BSF men
opened fire targeting a Bangladeshi
farmer while he was working in his
cropland near Ranisangkail border
inthe morning.

The victim was identified as
Afsaruddin, 40, of Mujahidabad-
Chakmapar village in Ranisangkail
upazila.

Confirming the BSF action, local
BDR commander said the body of
the victim was taken away by the
Indian border guards.

The BDR asked its Indian coun-
terpart to hold a flag meeting on the
zero line and return the body of
Afsar.

Govt embarrassed
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Meanwhile, the government has
started checking the backgrounds
of the two High Court Judges ABM
Khairul Haque and ATM Fazle Kabir,
whose bench pronounced the
verdict, sources said.

"The government is looking into
their backgrounds," said a source
requesting anonymity.

The two judges started passing
the verdict at 10:30am and with a
little lunch break went on till the end
ofday's business.

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed
yesterday described the verdict as
"valueless" and said it only had
stirred some "temporary sensation”.

On the other hand, lawyers and
experts in the constitution yesterday
blasted the government's acting too
quickly to have granted the stay on
the High Court ruling late at midnight
Monday.

Besides, they hailed the verdict,
saying it has proved that martial law
cannot pervert the constitution.

"A number of issues have come
up with this verdict. There will be
opinions in favour [of the verdict]
and against. Butiit's significant that it
has showed that martial law cannot
alter the constitution," observed
noted jurist Dr Kamal Hossain.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud
observed that the verdict has
restored the public confidence in the
Supreme Court.

Referring to the Appellate
Division's midnight stay order, he
said the Supreme Court seems very
sensitive to some cases while it
sleeps on cases like Bangabandhu
Murder Case. The discriminatory
attitude of the Supreme Court has
been exposed by its not placing
equal importance on all the cases,
he pointed out.

Dr M Zahir termed the verdict a
good one but said the government
need not have gone to the Appellate
Division at midnight to obtain a stay
order.

Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) President Mahbubey Alam
said, "The High Court ruling has
rekindled some precious values, but

Militant forces
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to turn the country into a theocratic
state with active support from the
BNP-led coalition government, he
mentioned.

AL presidium member Suranjit
Sengupta said those who believe in
a theocratic state cannot uphold the
sprit of the country's constitution.

Criminals are getting indemnity
undermining rule of law professed
by the constitution, he added.

Chaired by justice KM Sobhan,
the session was also addressed by
economist Dr Atiur Rahman, Prof
Harun-ur-Rashid and Dr Rashid-e-
Mahbub.

At another session titled 'State
Terrorism versus Rule of Law',
speakers said people are being
killed by the law enforcing agencies
in the name of 'crossfire', which
threatens rule of law.

Islamist fundamentalists are
making grenade and bomb attacks
across the country one after another
under the protection of the govern-
ment, they said.

Law and order has deteriorated
alarmingly as the ruling alliance
men harbour criminals and fanatics
who are out to portray the country as
a fundamentalist one, they men-
tioned.

Barrister Amirul Islam, who
chaired the session, said the alli-
ance government has killed many
people in the name of 'operations'.

He also said (former presidents)
Ziaur Rahman and HM Ershad
allowed terrorist activities through
the fifth and eighth amendments to
the constitution, depriving the
people of fundamental rights.

"Khaleda-Nizami government
wants to portray the country as a
moderate Muslim country ... but
assists Islamic militant forces," said
Prof Ajoy Roy in his keynote paper.

Dr Mashiur Rahman, Bazlur
Rahman, Mostafa Faruk
Mohammad, Mojammal Babu and
Mohiuddin Jahangir, among others,
spoke at the session.

Speakers at another session on
'Minorities of Bangladesh:
Intolerance and denial of rights' said
although the emergence of
Bangladesh was based on secular
ideals, the country is now afflicted
with state-sponsored communal
repression.

Presenting the keynote paper,
columnist Waheedul Haq said the
Muslim population in Bangladesh
has doubled over the past 50 years
but the Hindus have consistently
been displaced from their home-
stead.

Innumerable incidents of minor-
ity repression, including eviction
and rape, occurred during the first
six months after the October 2001
general election but not a single
rape case was filed, he recalled.

Hindu repression is now all-
pervading and minority repression
cannot be stopped unless the
former stops, he said.

Prof Sadeka Halim of Dhaka
University (DU) said there are
around 30 lakh indigenous people in
the country but they don't have any
effective representation in decision-
making or governance.

Chaired by litterateur Syed
Shamsul Haque, the session was
also addressed by General
Secretary of Bangladesh Adibasi
Forum Sanjib Drong, Prof Daleem
Chandra Barman of the DU and
Advocate Manotosh Barua.

the way the government moved to
have stay on the order gave us the
bare fact that it suffers from inferior-
ity complex."

Barrister Rafiqul Haq said, "In
different times many have verbally
termed martial law rule illegal. But it
is for the first time that a court has
done soinaverdict."

Senior Advocate of Supreme
Court TH Khan said, "What's the
use of bringing anew the issue at the
forefront [of people's attention]
when it has been settled once and
forall25yearsago."

Khan, also the former law minis-
ter of Ziaur Rahman regime, said
the court order will create disorder
and give some quarters room to
make issue out of it.

The petitioner's counsel
Barrister Siddiqur Rahman Khan
said, "Itis very unusual for a govern-
ment to rush to the Appellate
Division at midnight. We were not
aware of the government move."

Attorney General Ad Mohammad
Ali defending the government action
said, "We have done it and there is
no need to ask why."

Sources said the reason why the
government made its move at
midnight Monday was that it was not
even aware of the verdict before
9:00pm. "Neither the policymakers
nor the Attorney General's Office
knew anything about the develop-
ments till that time," said a source.

The verdict came in response to
a petition that claimed ownership of
a property abandoned by martial
law. Therefore, the AG Office did not
attach thatimportance toiit.

The government is now trying to
find out the reasons behind the
slackness and reluctance on part of
the AG Office during the proceed-
ings. It is also probing why the AG
Office had failed to inform the gov-
ernment of the verdict timely, the
sources pointed out.

The government's appeal will be
heard at the full bench of the
Appellate Division today (Wednes-
day).

The High Court verdict declared
the fith amendment to the constitution
illegal, translating as the rules of
Khandker Mushtaque Ahmed, Abu
Sadaat Mohammad Sayem, and Maj
General Ziaur Rahman from August
15, 1975 to April 9, 1979 were unlaw-
ful.

/ journos
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of NNB, Zakaria Mahmud of the
Amar Desh and Azadul Huq of the
Sangbad.

The senders also threatened that
"cadres of Ahle Hadith Andolan" will
be used to blow up the local Press
Club and the offices of those jour-
nalists.

Bagerhat Press Club Secretary
Babul Sarder yesterday filed a
general diary in this connection with
the Sadar Police Station, seeking
security of lives of the journalists.

An emergency meeting of jour-
nalists was also held at the Press
Club yesterday afternoon to discuss
the situation.

The OC of Sadar Police Station
said each of the letters has been
photocopied as evidence and they
are investigating the matter to track
down the senders.

Zafar of 4-party
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Most of the 146 polling centres in the
constituency, comprising
Alfadanga, Boalmari and
Modhukhali upazilas with 322
thousand voters, looked almost
deserted throughout the day.

Despite the deployment of a
large contingent of law enforcers,
drawn from the police, Bangladesh
Rifles, army and ansar, many a
centre allegedly saw false voting in
favour of the BNP-led alliance
candidate.

Fake balloting was spotted at a
good number of polling centres,
including Boalmari George
Academy, Hashamdia High School,
Cholona Ideal Government Primary
School, Bakultola Primary School,
Joi Bangla Primary School and
Gopalpur Primary School.

At more than half of the centres,
polling agents of Mufti Sharafat and
Krishak Sramik Mukti Andolon
candidate Mohammad Sadek had
notbeen seen.

At 9:30am Sharafat complained
to reporters at Chholona Primary
School centre that his polling agents
were being barred from entering the
centres. He also accused the local
administration of playing a biased
role.

A traditional Awami League (AL)
stronghold, the election lost much of
its attraction as the AL boycotted it.
Very little enthusiasm for the by-
polls was reflected by the sparse
voter turnout at almost every centre.

Only 92 votes have been cast
against the 1,900 voters at Shialdi
Government Primary School centre
until 10:40am.

However, Boalmari Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Momena Khatun
denied the allegations of fake vote
casting. "The election was peaceful
and the voters came to the polling
centres spontaneously,” she said.

On the other hand, Janipop, a
national election observation coun-
cil, in a press release said their three
mobile election teams led by Prof Dr
Nazmul Ahsan Kalimullah did not
find an enthusiastic participation by
the voters. But law and order was
under control and there was no
severe violation of electoral laws,
the release added.
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