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The Hindu community will cele-
brate Janmastami, the birthday of
Lord Krishna, today amid festivity
and religious fervour.

In Hindu mythology Krishna is
regarded astheepitome of transcen-
dental qualities, His mission was to
free the earth from evil and wrong-
doing: .

President lajuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina in separate messages
greeted the Hindu community on
theoceasiononJanmastami.

Mlta.nwhllc. leaders of
Bangladesh Paja Udjapan Parishad
yesterday urged all to join hands in
building a peaceful, repression-free
and enlightened society. by follow-
ingthespiritofjanmastami,

Nizami says
innocents
shouldn't
be harassed

UNE, Dhaka

Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer and
Industries Minister Matiur Rahman
Nizami yesterday said the investiga-
tioninto the August 17 blasts should
be carried out carefully so innocent
peoplearenotharassed.
"“Jf there is any specific informa
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

: - | Jamaat:
Fajr: 4-30 5-05
Juma 12-30 1-18
ASE 445 5-00

| Maghrib 6-33 6-36
Esha - 8-00 8-30
Source! Islamic Foundalion

Civil society role in

policy debates vital
for credible polls

CPD dialogue told

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The civil society can play an impor-
tant role by stimulating policy
debates on different development
issues prior to the next general
elections to help hold itin a credible
manner, said the participants at a
discussion yesterday.

The discussants suggested
spreading the policy debate at rural
level in order to build up public

opinion through opendiscussion.
The political parties must also be
included in the debate to make it
more effective and conclusive, they
said atthe discussion on "Upcoming
national election: Planning the role
of civil society” organised yesterday
at city's Brac Centre Inn by the
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD).
While presentinga draft proposal
on' the topics for the discussion
chaired by CPD Chairman Prof

Rehman Sobhan, CPD Executive
Director Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya
said holding an election must be
credible and perceived to be free
and fairbythe broad mainstream.
He said in light of the debates
held earlier in 2001 and 2003, the
CPD is going to hold similar policy
debates on important development
issues prior to the next gencral
elections.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7
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A seven-storey building squatting oh Zia Sarani at Demra is being demolished under a Water Development Board
evictiondrive toensure smoolh drainage in the area inside the DND embankment.

FOOD ADULTERATION

Children at great risk

PORIMOL PALMA

Children are at particular risk to the
harmful side effects of food adulter-
ation, which may lead to serious
liver and kidney diseases including
various forms of cancer and
Hepatitis, experts warn.

The misuse of DDT powder,
formalin, indolic and sulfuric acids,
aswell as toxic colors in food is now
well known because of media
reports, drives by mobile courts and
investigations by Consumer
Assoclation of Bangladesh (CAB).

Now experts are warning that the
potential threat of such adulteration
is most acute among children. Junk
food items like cold drinks, bottled
fruit juices, ice cream, pastries and

biscuits prepared with sugar and
chemicals create a light addiction
and dependency among children,
says Dr Naila Khan, director of the
Children Development Centre
(CDC) of ShishuHospital.

As a result, they do not feel like
eating nutritious food, which hin-
ders their normal physical and
psychological development, she
said,

"The children become more
irritated and cannot concentrate on
their studies due to alack of mutri-
tion, which directly. hinders the
brain development," she said.

No formal studies have so far
been made on the impact of junk
food items, but ina number of cases
it was found that the physical and

mental condition of children
improved significantly. after they
stopped eating junk food, Dr Naila
Khanadded.

Other experts warn that chemi-
cals used in adulteration directly
attack the liver of developing chil-
dren. "Toxic chemicals in food and
impure water, even the over mixture
ofblissing powder in purifyingwater
and adulterated oil are too danger-
ous for the children when their livers
are tender, " said Dr Reaz Mobarak,
epidemiologist of Dhaka Shishu
Hospital.

"These chemical ingredients

. lead to longstanding and acute liver

infection; liver cirrhosis, chronic
hepatitis and even liver cancer,’
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

Indian petrolellm

minister due !
on Sept 5 '
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mani Shankar Aiyar, Indian minister

for Petroleum, Natural Gas and
Panchayati Raj, is set to arrive in
Dhaka on September5 for a two-day
visit,

Sources said Alyar will visit
Dhaka to discuss the proposed $1
billion tri-nation gas pipeline pro-
ject which will tic Myanmar and
Indiathrough Bangladesh.

Alyarwas due to arrive on August
27 but his arrival has been delayed
following extension of the parlia-
mentsessionin India.

"He is coming to Dhaka at the
invitation of Foreign Minister M
Morshed Khan," Foreign Secretary
Hemayetuddin told The Daily Star

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

Agriculture wing's
50 vehicles untraced

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around one third of the vehicles of
different orpanisations under the
agriculture ministry are out of order
while the Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE),
another wing under the ministry,
failed to trace its 50 vehicles.

The agriculture ministry yester-
day revealed the fact in a report
submitted to the parliamentary
standing committee on the ministry.

According to the report, a total of
468 vehicles out of 1,344 under the
ministry, are now out oforder. "They
are repairing some vehicles and also
planning to sell some of them on
auction,” the report said referring to
thestatements of the organisations.

The DAE failed to provide infor-

mation about 50 vehicles among its
total 153, Of the rest, 99 ane now out
oforder, said thereport.

Members of the parliamentary
body strongly criticised the DAE

officials for their failure to provide
information about the missing
vehicles and ‘asked'them to inform
the commmittee in this regard at its
nextmeeting afteran enguiry,

Besides, 167 out of 310 vehicles
under different development pro-
jects of DAE are now out of order,
saidthereport.

The parliamentary body also
discussed the agriculture minisiry
initiatives on soil resting
programme across the country. The
committee members decided to
visit China to gather knowledge
aboutagricultural technology.

Criminalkilled
in 'shooteut’
with Rab

1INB, Savar

A listed criminal was killed in a
‘shootout’ between the members of
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) and his
accomplices on Turag-Morogakanda
roadnearAminbazaar earlyyesterday,
Rab sources said they arrested
Mozammel alias Mozam, 32, along
with 62 bottles of phensidyl in
Pirerbag area of Mirmecdnesday

morning.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 6

BLUE FOR PEACE
Asma Kibria calls
for people's unity
against bombing |
DU/ CORRESPONDENT

Asma Kibria, widow of former
finance minister Shah AMS Kibria,
yesterday urged the countryien o
unite under the umbrella of their
"Blug for Peace’ programme to resist
all kinds of bomb attacks in the

country:
She demanded impartial investi-
gation into all bomb: attacks and
SEE PAGE 18 COL 3

Beardedmen
are not target
in manhunt
Govtasserts

UNB, Dhaka

The government is determined to
unearth the crime and the forces
behind the August 17 bombings and
punish them, said astatement. |
1t said a number of people were
arrested and concrete evidence was
available oftheirinvalvement.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

g

Ccn:opi & design by Westecs

THE, BEST PART OF NEWSPAPERIIS
WHEN YOU! READ SOMETHING THAT
IS|CONCERNING! YOU, YOUR FAMILY
& YOUR LIFE STYLE

WESTECS®

PLAZA A.R. 4TH FLOOR, MIRPUR ROAD
NEXT TO SOBHANBAGH MOSQUE, DHAKA

EDITOR: I\MImzANAM-Mhmwm Editor from Transcralt Ltd., 229 Teygaon Industrial Arca, [Jhaka 1208 0n betalf of Mediaworld Ld, 52 Motijheel C.A., Diaka-1000. Editorial, Nows & Cormmercial Offices: 19 Karvan Bazar, Ohaka-1215, Tel: 8124944, B124955, 8124966, Fax; 8125155, 8126158, 6RO Box No: 3257, www.thedailystar. net E-mail editor@thedailystaroet, IGWM@thedﬂwi' nied

A



