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Azan Jamaat

Fajr                  4-30          5-05  
Juma                12-30 1-15
Asr 4-45 5-00
Maghrib 6-33 6-36 
Esha 8-00 8-30

Source: Islamic Foundation

August 26

Prayer Timing

A seven-storey building squatting on Zia Sarani at Demra is being demolished under a Water Development Board 
eviction drive to ensure smooth drainage in the area inside the DND embankment.

PORIMOL PALMA

Children are at particular risk to the 
harmful side effects of food adulter-
ation, which may lead to serious 
liver and kidney diseases including 
various forms of cancer and 
Hepatitis, experts warn.

The misuse of DDT powder, 
formalin, indolic and sulfuric acids, 
as well as toxic colors in food is now 
well known because of media 
reports, drives by mobile courts and 
invest igat ions by Consumer 
Association of Bangladesh (CAB).

Now experts are warning that the 
potential threat of such adulteration 
is most acute among children.  Junk 
food items like cold drinks, bottled 
fruit juices, ice cream, pastries and 

biscuits prepared with sugar and 
chemicals create a light addiction 
and dependency among children, 
says Dr Naila Khan, director of the 
Children Development Centre 
(CDC) of Shishu Hospital.

As a result, they do not feel like 
eating nutritious food, which hinders 
their normal physical and psycho-
logical development, she said.

"The children become more 
irritated and cannot concentrate on 
their studies due to a lack of nutri-
tion, which directly hinders the brain 
development," she said.

No formal studies have so far 
been made on the impact of junk 
food items, but in a number of cases 
it was found that the physical and 
mental condition of children 

improved significantly after they 
stopped eating junk food, Dr Naila 
Khan added.

Other experts warn that chemi-
cals used in adulteration directly 
attack the liver of developing chil-
dren. "Toxic chemicals in food and 
impure water, even the over mixture 
of blissing powder in purifying water 
and adulterated oil are too danger-
ous for the children when their livers 
are tender, " said Dr Reaz Mobarak, 
epidemiologist of Dhaka Shishu 
Hospital.

"These chemical ingredients 
lead to longstanding and acute liver 
infection, liver cirrhosis, chronic 
hepatitis and even liver cancer," 
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FOOD ADULTERATION

Children at great risk
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around one third of the vehicles of 
different organisations under the 
agriculture ministry are out of order 
while the Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE), another wing 
under the ministry, failed to trace its 
50 vehicles.

The agriculture ministry yester-
day revealed the fact in a report 
submitted to the parliamentary 
standing committee on the ministry.

According to the report, a total of 
468 vehicles out of 1,344 under the 
ministry, are now out of order. "They 
are repairing some vehicles and also 
planning to sell some of them on 
auction," the report said referring to 
the statements of the organisations.

The DAE failed to provide infor-

mation about 50 vehicles among its 
total 153. Of the rest, 99 are now out 
of order, said the report.

Members of the parliamentary 
body strongly criticised the DAE 
officials for their failure to provide 
information about the missing vehi-
cles and asked them to inform the 
committee in this regard at its next 
meeting after an enquiry. 

Besides, 167 out of 310 vehicles 
under different development pro-
jects of DAE are now out of order, 
said the report.

The parliamentary body also 
discussed the agriculture ministry 
initiatives on soil testing programme 
across the country. The committee 
members decided to visit China to 
gather knowledge about agricultural 
technology. 

Agriculture wing's 
50 vehicles untraced

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The civil society can play an impor-
tant role by stimulating policy 
debates on different development 
issues prior to the next general 
elections to help hold it in a credible 
manner, said the participants at a 
discussion yesterday.

The discussants suggested 
spreading the policy debate at rural 
level in order to build up public 

opinion through open discussion.
The political parties must also be 

included in the debate to make it 
more effective and conclusive, they 
said at the discussion on "Upcoming 
national election: Planning the role 
of civil society" organised yesterday 
at city's Brac Centre Inn by the 
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD).

While presenting a draft proposal 
on the topics for the discussion 
chaired by CPD Chairman Prof 

Rehman Sobhan, CPD Executive 
Director Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya 
said holding an election must be 
credible and perceived to be free 
and fair by the broad mainstream.

He said in light of the debates 
held earlier in 2001 and 2003, the 
CPD is going to hold similar policy 
debates on important development 
issues prior to the next general 
elections.
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Old woman
killed by 
grandson
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An elderly woman was murdered 
allegedly by her grandson at Uttar 
Ibrahimpur in the capital yesterday.

Mosiron Begum, 70, was found 
dead by the neighbours when they 
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Criminal killed
in 'shootout' 
with Rab
UNB, Savar

A listed criminal was killed in a 'shoot-
out' between the members of Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab) and his accom-
plices on Turag-Morogakanda road 
near Aminbazaar early yesterday.

Rab sources said they arrested 
Mozammel alias Mozam, 32, along 
with 62 bottles of phensidyl in 
Pirerbag area of Mirpur Wednesday 
morning.
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Bearded men
are not target 
in manhunt
Govt asserts
UNB, Dhaka

The government is determined to 
unearth the crime and the forces 
behind the August 17 bombings and 
punish them, said a statement.

It said a number of people were 
arrested and concrete evidence 
was available of their involvement. 
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Extortion charges
framed against
five cops
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday framed 
charges against five cops and their 
three informers in an extortion case.

The accused, who are all in 
custody, pleaded not guilty after the 
charges were read out to them at the 
court.

M e t r o p o l i t a n  M a g i s t r a t e  
Mohammad Shafiqul Islam of the 
Speedy Trial Court-1 rejected their 
discharge petitions. The court also 
rejected their bail petitions and set 
September 2 for trial.

 The accused are Assistant Sub-
inspector (ASI) Khalil Ullah, Nayek 
Abdul  Bar i  and constables 
Shamsuzzaman, Korban Ali and 
Rafiqul Islam, and informers 
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BLUE FOR PEACE

Asma Kibria calls 
for people's unity
against bombing
DU CORRESPONDENT

Asma Kibria, widow of former 
finance minister Shah AMS Kibria, 
yesterday urged the countrymen to 
unite under the umbrella of their 
'Blue for Peace' programme to resist 
all kinds of bomb attacks in the 
country.

She demanded impartial investi-
gation into all bomb attacks and 
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Civil society role in 
policy debates vital 
for credible polls
CPD dialogue told

PHOTO: STAR

Nizami says 
innocents 
shouldn't 
be harassed
UNB, Dhaka

Jamaat-e- Is lami  Ameer  and 
Industries Minister Matiur Rahman 
Nizami yesterday said the investiga-
tion into the August 17 blasts should 
be carried out carefully so innocent 
people are not harassed.

" If there is any specific informa-
tion against any individuals, action 
must be taken, whoever they are; but 
none should be harassed because 
of having cap and beard," he said 
talking to the UNB at his office.

Asked if the post-bombing politi-
cal situation as well as investigations 
caused any distance among the 
allies of the four-party coalition, 
Nizami said, "There is no confusion 
between the BNP and Jamaat, 
rather the changed situation has 
consolidated our unity, foiling the 
s t r a t e g y  
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