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filed with Airport Police Station.
In the forwarding report placed 

before the court, they said a bomb was 
detonated near a dustbin adjacent to 
ZIA Concourse Hall at around 
11:25am August 17. A reliable and 
secret investigation reveals Masud's 
links to the blast. 

He is a central leader of banned 
Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB) and under his leadership the 
bomb was blasted, said the report. 

Accusing Masud of providing funds 
for the countrywide blitz of handmade 
bombs, police said they need to quiz 
him further to obtain leads about the 
incident and the whereabouts of his 
cohorts. 

Advocates Mojibul Haq Chunnu 
and Abdul Majid submitted a petition 
for Masud's bail and cancellation of the 
remand prayer.

They told the court that their client 
was framed as part of a conspiracy to 
harass him politically. The government 
arrested him for narrow political gains 
and to satisfy ruling coalition partner 
Jamaat-e-Islami. He was held also to 
distract people's attention from the real 
culprits in the blasts.

On hearing both the sides, 
Metropolitan Magistrate Shafiq Anwar 
rejected the bail petition and granted a 
five-day remand.

Saying the investigation is at 
primary stage, the court directed the 
investigation officer (IO) to interrogate 
Masud with caution. The IO will take 
necessary steps for his treatment if he 
falls sick. 

Masud at that time told the court 
that he has always worked for peace 
and prosperity of the country. "I've 
taken part in an anti-terrorism confer-
ence in England and delivered a 
speech on the issue on several occa-
sions. I've also written several books 
against terrorism."

He said the police, abetted by 
Nizami, arrested him to divert people's 
attention from the August 17 blasts. 
Vital clues to the blasts will come out if 
Nizami is interrogated well, he 
observed.

"Nizami was directly involved in the 
explosions," Masud told the court.

Meanwhile, the ministry of home 
affairs yesterday said police have 
arrested Masud to find out foreign 
links, if any, to the August 17 attacks.

"Reports have it that he had 
brought funds from some foreign 
countries last year and in years before. 
Police will quiz him to know where he 
has spent the money," Joint Home 
Secretary (political) Mohammad 
Mohsin said yesterday while briefing 
reporters about the developments in 
the blasts probe.

Meanwhile, while visiting Masud-
established Malibagh Madarasa, 
madrasa-cum-cadet school Ikra 
Bangladesh, and NGO Islahul 
Muslemin Parishad Bangladesh in 
Rampura, The Daily Star correspon-
dent talked to some of his close asso-
ciates. They said they fear Masud 
might have been arrested for his anti-
Jamaat stance and statements.

"He took an ideological stance 
against Jamaat and used to make 
statements openly against the way the 
party interprets Islam. He always 
strives to make an exact interpretation 
of Islam," Abul Fatah Mohammad 
Yahya, vice principal of Malibagh 
Madrasa, told The Daily Star.

Masud has always opposed the 
interpretation of Islam by Moulana 
Abul Ala Moududi, the founder of 

Jamaat-e-Islami. Masud also penned 
books against Jamaat and Moududi, 
he said. 

"He opposed Jamaat in an organ-
ised way and pointed out to his follow-
ers the flaws in Jamaat's interpretation 
of Islam," Fatah added.

Visiting Ikra Bangladesh and 
Islahul Muslemin, this correspondent 
found all the officials to have fled. 
Panicked, a few students who have 
yet to leave declined to speak with The 
Daily Star.

Some hand-written and printed 
posters highlighting quotes from 
Masud's speech were found posted on 
the walls. Besides, there were posters 
of Islahul Muslemin and Lajnatut 
Talaba Bangladesh, but nothing could 
be known about the latter.

Meanwhile, newspaper reports 
that Masud was an advisor of Ulama 
League, a platform of the main opposi-
tion Awami League (AL), were found to 
be wrong.

"It is totally baseless. In fact, there is 
no legal formation of Ulama League," 
AL's Secretary of Religious Affairs 
Sheikh Mohamad Abdullah said 
yesterday.

"We don't have any front by the 
name of Ulama League. We've heard 
about a number of organisations 
having the name, but Awami League 
does not own or approve [of] any of 
those," he said, adding that Masud has 
no relation or connection with the AL.

Meanwhile, the home ministry 
yesterday said so far 150 people have 
been arrested in connection with the 
August 17 blasts.

Of them, Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police arrested eight, Chittagong 
Metropolitan Police 12, Khulna 
Metropolitan Police three, Rajshahi 
Metropolitan Police nine, Dhaka 
Range Police 13, Chitttagong Range 
Police 16, Rajshahi Range Police 62, 
Khulna Range Police eight, Barisal 
Range Police eight and Rapid Action 
Battalion (Rab) 11.

"A team of experts (meant for those 
in Joint Interrogation Cell) have so far 
quizzed 29 people in Dhaka. Seven of 
them have been released after it was 
learnt that they did not have any links 
to the blasts," Joint Secretary 
Mohammad Mohsin said.

Another arrestee was brought to 
Dhaka yesterday while two others 
from Satkhira will be brought today, he 
said.

He described the progress in the 
blasts investigation as 'good'.

NEWS 15DHAKA WEDNESDAY AUGUST 24, 2005

FROM PAGE 1

arrested in a murder case, but I did 
not get the permission," he said. All 
seven were later freed.

According to press reports, 74 
suspected militants were arrested in 
1998, three in 1999, eight in 2001, 
five in 2002, 72 in 2003, 126 in 2004 
and over 160 this year before the 
serial bombings. 

Police headquarters on August 
30, 2003 asked all top district 
bosses of Rajshahi police to take 
action against the militants and 
maintain a logbook of militant activi-
ties. The instructions, however, 
were never followed for mysterious 
reasons. 

Jagrata Muslim Janata of 
Bangladesh (JMJB) chief Siddiqul 
Islam, nicknamed Bangla Bhai, is a 
glaring example of how militants 
have repeatedly escaped police 
dragnets and subsequently waged 
a reign of terror with backing from 
ruling party lawmakers. He was first 
arrested along with five others for 
attacking an Awami League leader 
in Mollarhat in Bagerhat on August 
17, 2002. As villagers chased him, 
he took shelter in a house from 
where he was later caught with arms 
and militant documents. But police 
dropped Bangla 

Bhai's name from a charge sheet 
and no specific charges were 
brought against the rest. Rather, 
police termed him 'an Islamic 
scholar'. All the criminals were later 
freed. 

Bangla Bhai was later held at 
Joypurhat while mobilising militants 
to attack another house. Again he 
was freed. 

Others have similarly flourished 
while evading arrest. The home 
ministry took six months to give a 
nod to Rajshahi police to bring 
sedition charges against Al Hiqma 
chief Syed Kawsar Hossain after his 
arrest on November 6, 2004. Earlier, 
police did not bring any sedition 
charges against him when he was 

arrested twice with evidence of anti-
state activities.

Forty-one Harkat-ul Jihad (Huji) 
operatives, who were arrested 
during arms training in a Ukhia 
jungle in Cox's Bazar on February 
19, 1996, were convicted on May 3, 
1998 for keeping arms and for 
explosive cases. But they received 
bail from the High Court without 
strong objection from the prosecu-
tion after the BNP-led coalition 
came to power.

Seven foreign citizens of Al 
Haramaine were arrested in 
September 2002 on suspicion of 
involvement in international militant 
organisations and placed on 
remand. But they were released on 
bail, and later dropped by police at a 
city hotel in a police vehicle for 
mysterious reasons. Law enforcers 
have since lost their trace.

On February 23, 2003 banned Al 
Hiqma leader Azimuddin and Azhar 
Ali Bhuian were arrested but against 
no charges were brought against 
them.

Seven JMB militants were 
arrested at Kalai of Bogra on April 
25, 2003, but police let them go 
without filing any case against them. 
One of the seven, Salahuddin, was 
arrested on February 23 this year for 
bombing a Brac office at Kalai.  

Police arrested three leaders of 
Al Hiqma in Rajshahi for involve-
ment in anti-state activities on 
February 15, 2003. A case was filed 
under the arms act but the name of 
their organisation was not men-
tioned in the case. They were later 
freed on bail. 

JMB activists fought with police 
at Moheshpur village in Khetlal 
upazila of Joypurhat on August 14, 
2003 and snatched three shotguns 
and a wireless set from the police. 
Some of the injured attackers who 
could not escape were not arrested. 
Later, after directives from the high 
command, police arrested 39 peo-
ple in connection with the shootout, 

but all of them were freed on bail.
In August 2003, five militants of 

Hizbut Towhid were arrested in 
Gazipur, but they were sent to jail 
without any case. Police arrested 
four other Hizbut Towhid men in 
Kushtia for killing a woman in 
September 2003 but no case was 
filed against them either.

Nine suspected militants of JMB 
were arrested at Bogra in August 
2003 but they were sent to court for 
'suspicious activities' under section 
54 of the Criminal Procedure Code.

On September 20, 2003, police 
arrested 18 militants led by Abdur 
Rouf, who claims to have taken part 
in the Afghan war, in Boalmari while 
taking training. But that day, police 
released 16 of them without investi-
gating their cases.

Rouf had informed the press that 
he was previously apprehended by 
Cox's Bazar police along with 40 
Arakan rebels in 1995.

Nine JMB activists were arrested 
in April 2004 in Parbatipur with 25 
petrol bombs. But all the evidence 
against them was burned in police 
custody. The local police super told 
the press a fire originating from a 
short circuit burned the evidence. All 
nine were later acquitted from 
charges.

Police arrested seven suspected 
Islamist militants from a mosque in 
Dinajpur on July 29 this year but 
later freed them following instruc-
tions from Jamaat-e-Islami leaders.

The police freed them at around 
12:00 noon as Jamaat Ameer 
Aftabuddin Molla of Dinajpur told the 
police they were activists of Islami 
Chhatra Shibir, the student wing of 
Jamaat, and were walking in the 
area after offering Esha prayer in 
the mosque.

On May 31, 24 followers of 
Bangla Bhai were released from the 
Rajshahi Central Jail. 

They go free too easily
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weekend, and an earlier front page 
report in the Observer newspaper, 
have pointed an accusing finger at 
the council for harbouring militants 
and sympathising with Palestinian 
suicide bombers.

The BBC programme recalled 
the presence of MCB secretary 
general Iqbal Sacranie at a memo-
rial service last year in London for 
Sheikh Yassin, the spiritual leader of 
the radical Palestinian group 
Hamas.

It also made an issue of the fact 
that Sacranie failed to attend a 
ceremony, also in London, last 
January to mark the 60th anniver-
sary of the liberation of Jews from 
the Auschwitz concentration camp.

Journalists have also taken MCB 
spokesman Inayat Bunglawala -- 
invited to sit on Home Office panel 
on confronting the spread of radical-
ism among Muslim youth in Britain -- 
for his own radical past.

Speaking to AFP, Bunglawala 
said: "There is no doubt that is part 
of a Zionist campaign to prevent 
British Muslims taking part in the 
mainstream political institutions of 
our country."

"It is designed to put pressure on 
the government to withdraw the 
position offered to me. Let's wait and 
see. It is our hope that the govern-
ment will stand firm because it is 
important never to give in to this kind 
of bullying."

A spokesman for the Home 
Office, the government department 
in charge of public security, said 
Bunglawala was a respected mem-
ber of the Muslim community who 
for four years has spoken out 
against radicals and extremists.

In an article this month, "Satanic 
Verses" author Salman Rushie 
questioned Blair's decision in the 
wake of July 7, and a failed attempt 

to repeat the bombings two weeks 
later, to deepen his dialogue with the 
MCB and Sacranie.

"Instead of blaming US foreign 
policy or 'Islamophobia', Sacranie 
described the bombings as a 'pro-
found challenge' for the Muslim 
community," he wrote.

"This is the same Sacranie who, 
in 1989, said that 'Death is perhaps 
too easy' for the author of 'The 
Satanic Verses'... If Sir Iqbal 
Sacranie is the best Mr Blair can 
offer in the way of a good Muslim, 
we have a problem."

Tahir Abbas, an expert on 
Britain's minority groups at the 
University of Birmingham, said that 
"certain elements" of the council are 
indeed "radicalised elements".

He added: "The MCB has got a 
very difficult job on their hands."

"They cannot possibly hope to 
convey every aspect of British 
Muslim opinion in one organisation 
as an effective channel of communi-
cation between the British Muslim 
community and the British govern-
ment."

"It's a hopeless task. It's too 
much to be expected of the MCB to 
try ... and I think one of the other 
things is that the MCB has really 
been around since the mid-90s, so 
it's still very early stages for their 
own development."

"There's a huge diversity of 
opinions about what it means to be 
British and Muslim and that doesn't 
get conveyed at all," he said, yet it is 
either the "progressive liberals or 
conservative traditionalists" who get 
talked about.

For his part, Bunglawala said: 
"The MCB must continue to speak 
out against injustice. Otherwise the 
MCB will lose the respect of the 
Muslim community."

UK top Muslim group
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reaching 6-7 billion dollars a year. 
Presently, the six running EPZs, 
dominated mainly by Dhaka and 
Chittagong EPZs, fetch $1.5 billion.

The KEPZ led by Korean com-
pany Youngone could already have 
contributed an extra chunk to this 
earning.

It has remained stuck in limbo for 
four years as the BNP government 
has not issued it a licence. But by 
2001, the KEPZ was handed 2500 
acres of land where Youngone spent 
about Tk 100 crore for the purchase 
and infrastructure development.

The Sunday meeting will also 
approve a regulation framed as per 
the Private EPZ Act, 1996 and decide 
on applying the EPZ Labour Union 
and Industrial Relation Law, 2004 in 
the private EPZ and other labour 
related issues, the sources pointed 
out.

The last meeting--the 11th--of the 
PEPZ Board held on April 10, 2003 
had formed a committee headed by 
the principal secretary to the PM to 
amend the Private EPZ Act, 1996 in 
line with the laws of the land. It 
decided that after this amendment, 
the government will consider award-
ing licence to the KEPZ.

The committee on July 17, 2003 
filed its report saying that there was 
no need to amend the Act as it is 
framed in line with the Bangladesh 
EPZ Act, 1980 and does not contra-
dict the existing laws.

The committee also noted that 
since the government already 
awarded licence to a private EPZ at 
Rangunia in December 2000 under 
the existing law, amending the law 
will create new legal complications.

It pointed out that the KEPZ has 
already been given land, which has 
been declared a special zone. Except 
for giving it the licence to run it, the 
government has allowed the KEPZ to 
proceed towards the final stage as 
per the Private EPZ Act. If the law is 
amended at such a level, it will also 
create complication in the investment 
scenario.

"Above all, this will create an 
adverse impact on future foreign 
investment," the committee noted 
and recommended, "In the interest of 
foreign investment and to protect the 
image of the country internationally, 
the government may award the 
licence to KEPZ."

It added, "The Private EPZ Act, 
1996 may be amended after award-
ing the licence to KEPZ considering 
the current situation."

But after this report, the govern-
ment sat on the issue without any 
reason.

Sources said the KEPZ has 
become a victim of politicisation. After 
coming to power in October 2001, the 
BNP-led four-party alliance govern-
ment started viewing the KEPZ as a 
"political beneficiary" of the previous 
Awami League government because 
it was given a big land area.

Youngone has been present in 
Bangladesh as a small partner 
company since 1978, but over the 
years it has grown into a massive 
multinational corporation. In the 
government-run EPZs, Youngone 
dominates 25 percent investment 
with 16 industrial units employing 
more than 30,000 people and export-
ing goods worth over $220 million.

Since the stagnation has affected 
Youngone's expansion, it diverted 
around $40 million investment to 
Vietnam, China and India in the last 
three years.

The KEPZ, by its size and invest-
ment profile, stands out from all other 
EPZs in the country. It plans to install 
500 industrial units with an invest-
ment of $1 billion. KEPZ sources said 
they plan to set up a whole range of 
garments and textiles units as well as 
electronics, software, scientific and 
optical tools, machine tools, automo-
tive parts and other units. To set up its 
infrastructure, Youngone will sepa-
rately invest $200 million.

PEPZ to meet Sunday 

156 AL men
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Rahman granted Asaduzzaman 
Noor and five others anticipatory 
bail. 

Following another petition filed 
by 150 accused, another HC bench 
comprising Justice Khademul Islam 
Chowdhury and Emdadul Haque 
Azad also granted them anticipatory 
bail. 

The court benches also issued 
rules upon the government to show 
cause why the petitioners should 
not be granted regular bail in the 
cases. 

Earlier on Sunday, some 477 
leaders and workers of the Awami 
League and its front organisations 
out of about 1,500 accused in the 
same cases obtained anticipatory 
bail from the High Court. 

Hundred of leaders and workers 
of Awami League and its front 
organisations led by Asaduzzaman 
Noor and AL Office Secretary 
Advocate Abdul Mannan Khan were 
observing mourning day on the 30th 
death anniversary of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at Dohar 
on August 15. 

Local BNP men reportedly 
attacked them, leaving more than 
100 people, including Noor, injured. 

On August 15 and 16, Dohar 
police filed the two cases against 
about 1,500 leaders and workers of 
the Awami League and its front 
organisations, including Awami 
Juba League, Krishak League and 
Chhatra League. 

Police mentioned names of 102 
leaders and workers, including AL's 
Publicity Secretary Asaduzzaman 
Noor and Office Secretary Advocate 
Abdul Mannan Khan, in the first 
information reports (FIR) of the 
cases and 1,400 unnamed. 

Dr Kamal Hossain and Barrister 
Rokanuddin Mahmud moved for the 
petitioners. They were assisted by 
Advoca te  Mahbubey  A lam,  
Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru, and 
Advocate MA Mannan.
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those of  cur ta i l ing i ts  co-
exclusivity right.

After the High Court dismissed 
the case, WorldTel filed an appeal 
with the Appellate Division. But 
the Appellate Division yesterday 
dismissed the plea for exclusivity, 
saying that it is against the public 
interest given the higher demand 
for fixed line telephone in the 
capital and its adjacent areas.

BTRC, which has so far allo-
cated licences to 19 private PSTN 
operators in four zones, could not 
grant licences for Dhaka zone due 
to legal complexities resulted 
from the case. 

WorldTel, which obtained a 
licence in 2001 to launch 3,00,000 
telephones on build-operate-own 
basis in the capital, went to court 
after the BTRC sought to allow 
more private PSTN players by 
curtailing the company's co-
exclusivity with BTTB. 

The demand for fixed phones 
in the capital is estimated to be 
around 10 lakh while the regis-
tered demand with the BTTB is 
about two lakh, sources said. 

The BTTB does not have the 
capability to meet the growing 
demand for land phones due to 
infrastructural inadequacy. 

There is a huge demand for 

30,000 telephone lines pending 
only in the north zone of Dhaka. 
Over 4,000 demand notes have 
been issued for giving connec-
tions under Gulshan Telephone 
Exchange, which currently has no 
connection left for any new sub-
scriber. Besides, Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar Exchange has kept pend-
ing a demand for 2,000 phones. 

Every day, the BTTB authori-
ties receive hundreds of applica-
tions from intending subscribers 
and issue demand notes although 
there are instructions not to issue 
any, BTTB sources said. 

The BTTB will not be able to 
give any connection in the next 
three months, they added. 

When contacted, a BTRC 
official said the new PSTN compa-
n i e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
launched services in Chittagong 
and Sylhet regions, are quite 
capable of providing connections 
to subscribers in the capital. The 
BTRC versus WorldTel case has 
kept prevented the telecoms 
watchdog from allocating the 
licences.

SC rejects WorldTel

Tigers fly
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the one-day series. The only new 
face in the side is Syed Russel, the 
left-arm pacer who performed very 
well for the A team during the tour of 
England.

Russel's inclusion ahead of 
tes ted  Tapash Ba isya  was 
prompted by the swing bowler's 
impressive economy rate in both 
forms of the game.

Considering the slow tracks in Sri
Lanka, the Tigers have included 
three specialist slow bowlers in the 
squad apart from four pacers.

The batting line remains the 
same one used in the tri-series in 
England except Nafees Iqbal, who 
has been only selected for the two 
Tests.

Bangladesh and Sri Lanka will 
also play for the first time under 
ICC's new one-day rules.

This will be Bangladesh's sec-
ond full series against the islanders 
without playing a single series at 
home.

2 outlaws killed 
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Later a team of police took Azad to the 
village to retrieve the firearms. Police 
said as they reached the village at 
around 3:30am, the GB cadres 
opened fire on them. Police fired in 
return that resulted in a half an hour 
long gunfight. 

Azad died on the spot when he was 
caught in crossfire, police said. 

Police retrieved a light gun (LG) 
and four bullets from the spot.

Police sent the body of Azad, who 
was accused in eight cases including 
four for murder, to Kushtia General 
Hospital for autopsy. 

Our staff correspondent from 
Khulna says: Abid Hasan Milon alias 
Akash, 24, a regional leader of 
Janajuddho faction of outlawed Purbo 
Banglar Communist Party (PBCP), 
was killed in "crossfire" between his 
accomplices and Rab early yesterday.

Rab (Rapid Action Battalion) 
arrested him on Monday night at Boyra 
in Khulna city.

According to a press release 
issued by Rab, a foreign revolver, six 
bullets, three cartridges, and some 
handbills of Janajuddho were recov-
ered from the spot.

Rab said one of their members was 
injured in the shootout.

The press release further said that 
Akash was wanted in several criminal 
cases including murder and he was 
directly involved in the murder of 
Sonadanga thana Awami League 
leader Manzur Morshed Labu and 
bomb attack on police Sergeant 
Ashraf.
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Jahanara Begum and technocrat 
State Minister for Cultural Affairs 
Selima Rahman, many a wife, 
sister, relative and protege of BNP 
ministers and senior leaders are 
among the ticket seekers.

BNP's party coffers will get 
over Tk 1.93 crore as proceeds 
from the nomination process for 
the reserved seats.

The aspirant candidates sub-
mitted nomination forms costing 
Tk 30,000 each, which was 
deposited in the party funds. And 
each of the 30 ticket winners will 
have to donate Tk 3 lakh to the 
party funds as promised by the 
aspirants in black and white while 
drawing the forms.

The BNP will be allocated        
six more seats as the main oppo-
sition Awami League has decided 
not to accept the nine seats allo-
cated to it by the Election 
Commission. 

A fresh schedule for election to 
t h o s e  n i n e  s e a t s  w i l l  b e  
announced within 21 working 
days after the September 6 elec-
tion. 

Interview of the aspirants for 
BNP ticket will be held at the 
Prime Minister's Bhaban at Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar.

A total of 144 aspirants from 
Dhaka and Khulna divisions will 
face the party parliamentary 

board today and the remaining 
142 from Rajshahi, Barisal, 
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions 
tomorrow. 

Meanwhile, the Jatiya Party 
(Ershad) has already nominated 
Marina Rahman, younger sister of 
party chief HM Ershad, and    
presidium member Syeda Razia 
Fayez as candidates for the two 
women's reserved seats allotted 
to it. 

Jamaat-e-Islami sources said 
the party has finalised its candi-
dates for its three reserved seats 
but they did not disclose the 
names.  

As per the election schedule, 
nomination papers are to be  
submitted on August 27 while 
scrutiny will take place the follow-
ing day. The date for withdrawal of 
nomination papers is September 
1. 

According to proportionate 
distribution of the seats, the BNP 
gets 30 seats, AL 9, Jamaat 3, JP 
(Ershad) 2, and other political 
parties, BJP (Naziur) and Islami 
Oikya Jote, 1 seat. 

Those elected to the reserved 
seats will join the next session of 
parliament. Their tenure will 
however be brief as the House 
has already completed nearly four 
years of its tenure, and they will 
not be allowed to import duty-free 
vehicles.

BNP to choose

Blasts 
designed
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Speaking at the conference, 
Supreme Court Bar Association 
(SCBA) President Mahbubey Alam 
said the militant forces in the country 
are getting stronger day by day due 
to absence of government action.

He also said implementation of 
the Bangabandhu murder case 
verdict is one of the pre-conditions 
for forging national alliance.

Gonotantrik Ainj ibi Samiti  
President Barrister Shafiq Ahmed 
said had the constitution of 1972 
been restored, militant activities in 
the country would not have any 
existence.

Presided over by advocate 
Tabarak Hossain, the conference 
was also addressed by Justice 
Ebadur Rahman, barrister Amir Ul 
Islam, Dr M Zahir and advocate 
Yousuf Hossain Humayun.

Earlier Dr Kamal Hossain 
handed over crests to the family 
members of lawyers who contrib-
uted in the language movement and 
wrote law-related books.

3 Pak religious
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report of Qatar-based daily The 
Peninsula.

The Peninsula story published on 
the Internet yesterday said a top 
aide of Osama bin Laden was 
arrested in Rawalpindi from the 
house of a Jamaat leader two years 
ago. The UN Committee 1267 
formed in July 2005 may recom-
mend action on these grounds.

Renewing its global sanctions 
regime against the al-Qaeda net-
work, Osama bin Laden and the 
Taliban for another 17 months, the 
UN Security Council (UNSC) had 
expanded the list of groups associ-
ated with terrorist networks.

The UNSC unanimously adopted 
a resolution last month condemning 
these groups for carrying out terror-
ist activities, which had claimed 
thousands of lives. It states that 
sanctions will be imposed on those 
who support the outlawed groups by 
participating in financing, planning, 
facilitating, preparing or perpetrating 
terrorist acts.

Talking to The Peninsula, 
Pakistan Jamaat Ameer Qazi 
Hussain Ahmed, however, termed 
the reports about possible UN 
sanctions against Jamaat-e-Islami 
baseless and mere propaganda.

The Jamaat has been neither 
involved in terrorist activity and nor 
accused so far in this regard, he 
said. "We are a responsible interna-
tional organisation. The UN cannot 
do this on its own as there are no 
demands from the international 
community," he said.

"We must keep the record 
straight and should not malign it with 
lies," he added.

Ahmed said the Jamaat had 
never been alleged to have links 
with any terrorist organisation. "In 
fact, people all over the world recog-
nise our welfare projects. The 
Jamaat is respected in the world due 
to its love for humanity and this is 
what Islam teaches us," he con-
cluded.

HC orders
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The rule is returnable in three 
weeks.

A High Court division bench 
comprising Justice MA Matin and 
Justice Mamnun Rahman ordered 
Alam to appear in person before the 
court on October 25.

The bench specifically instructed 
the Supreme Court registrar to lodge 
a case under sections 124(ka), 504, 
and 505 of Bangladesh Penal Code 
for sedition and provocation with 
Ramna Police Station.

The same bench earlier on May 
23 passed a suo moto rule banning 
agitation on the Supreme Court 
premises.

Advocate Noor Hossain in his 
petition said Faridul set fire to copies 
of the High Court order during a 
grand rally of Sammilito Ainjibi 
Samannoy Parishad on the 
Supreme Court premises on July 29.

Faridul, by burning the copies, 
showed sheer disrespect to the 
court, and it is an attack on the 
dignity of the judiciary, reads the 
complaint.

Advocate Abdul Mannan moved 
for the petitioner.

The May 23 High Court order 
reads: "This injunction shall particu-
larly be binding upon all advocates 
practising in any courts of law in 
Bangladesh and further that in the 
event of any breach by anyone of 
this order, proper steps to enforce 
this order shall be taken including 
proceedings for contempt of court 
and in the case of advocates."

"Such steps shall include making 
orders prohibiting them from 
appearing in court as advocates so 
long as they shall remain in con-
tempt," said the order.

Rotten foodstuff
FROM PAGE 16

Fried rotten fish were served to the 
students in the canteens. The court 
also condemned the preserving of the 
food items.

The court sentenced the four 
arrestees to one month's imprison-
ment while two other managers fled. 

"We found cockroaches walking 
around the canteen and even upon 
the food items in one canteen," said a 
member of the mobile court. 

Another mobile court led by 
magistrate Mizanur Rahman raided 
eight restaurants and fined a total of 
Tk 90,000. 

The court fined the popular 
Capsicum Chinese Restaurant at 
College Gate as they found rotten 
food there. 

The Dhaka City Corporation's 
mobile court led by Md Mokter Ahmed 
yesterday raided a biriyani house and 
a restaurant and fined them Tk 
10,800. 

They also seized 160 sacks 
packed with rotten dates from traders 
in Mohakhali and fined them Tk 
40,000. 

Later the court fined the manager 
of the City Garden Chinese 
Restaurant Tk 30,000 and arrested 
the manager for failure to pay the fine. 
The court also issued warrant against 
Mizanur Rahman Swapan, the owner 
of the restaurant. 

"Almost all restaurants in the city 
have been offering inedible food. 
They are not willing to maintain the 
hygiene standard even when the 
mobile courts are in operation in the 
city," said a member of the court. 

US reassures
FROM PAGE 1

blasts in Bangladesh, the spokes-
man said, "The US works closely 
with Bangladesh in a number of 
different areas in combating terror-
ism, on the law enforcement front, 
on the financial front as well as on 
the political front".

Sean McCormack told a ques-
tioner, "What has happened in 
Bangladesh is another tragic exam-
ple that there is no protection 
against terrorism".

FROM PAGE 1

Superintendent of Police (ASP) 
Delwar Hossain Saidy nabbed 
Uzzal and Anisur Rahman Khokon 
at around 7:30pm Sunday at 
Itagachha in the outskirts of the 
town for their suspected involve-
ment in the August 17 countrywide 
serial bomb blasts. 

According to Uzzal's confession, 
the bombs used on the fatal day had 
been smuggled into the country 
from India through Satkhira and 
Chapainawabganj borders a few 
months ago.

He said a 13-member committee 
of hardcore JMB operatives sat in a 
mosque at Itagachha on August 15, 
where Munnan, now in police cus-
tody, briefed them on when and how 
to carry out the terror strikes. But the 
police official could not identify rest 
of the meeting participants. 

Uzzal admitted to being in 
charge of planting bombs at Khulna 
Road intersection in the town, while 
Fakhruddin Razi of Kalaroa super-
vised the overall bombing opera-
tions in Khulna division. 

The police raided the house of 
Razi, who reportedly heads Khulna 
division of the banned Islamist 
militant group, but did not find him. 
Locals said Razi went on hiding 
soon after the blasts.

Around 15 militants of the district 
received training on grenade and 
sophisticated firearms like AK-47 
and AK-56, Uzzal, a physical trainer 
of the Islamist outfit, told the police.

"The training was held at dead of 
night in remote mosques, particu-
larly in the border areas," the police 
official quoted Uzzal as saying. 
Pictures of grenades and firearms 
were used in the training, he said, 
with the instructors briefing the 
trainees how to operate those. 

Khokon, the other arrestee, 
claimed he knew about the attack 
but was not directly involved in it. He 
also admitted to having a good 
relation with Munna, a JMB opera-
tive arrested soon after the attacks 
and now being quizzed at the Joint 
Interrogation Cell (JIC) in Dhaka

"We have received some signifi-
cant clues from Uzzal and Khokon 
but we are not in a position to dis-
close those for the sake of investiga-
tion," ASP Delwar told The Daily 
Star last night over telephone. He 

said they are looking for a divisional 
leader of the JBM, adding, "If we can 
catch the man, we will be in full 
control of the investigations." 

A magistrate court yesterday 
granted eight-day police remand for 
Uzzal and Khokon. Police sources 
said the two might be sent to the JIC 
in Dhaka for further interrogation. 

A JIC source said the police 
conducted a massive overnight 
manhunt in Khulna region on 
Monday to nab a man, named by 
four arrestees to JIC interrogators 
as the co-ordinator of bomb attacks 
in two Khulna districts. But the drive 
failed to nab the man.

JIC sources said investigators 
could not glean any fresh informa-
tion yesterday from 22 detainees 
being quizzed at the JIC.

JESSORE
Our Jessore correspondent reports: 
A 9-member body formed to probe 
the August 17 bomb attacks has yet 
to make any headway.

Meanwhile, 10-year-old Sagar 
arrested soon after the blasts made 
a confessional statement to Jessore 
Sadar upazila magistrate's court 
under the Section 164 of Criminal 
Procedure Code on Sunday. As he 
fell sick in the second day of a three-
day remand, he was sent to a juve-
nile correction centre at Pulerhat.

NILPHAMARI 
Our Nilphamari correspondent 
adds: Nilphamari district JMB 
commander Golam Mostafa, held in 
connection with the bomb blasts, 
came up with some important 
information and names yesterday, 
the third day of a five-day police 
remand. 

He confessed to having direct 
contact with JMB chief Shaaikh 
Abdur Rahman. The police are now 
certain of his involvement in the 
attacks but are keeping mum for the 
sake of investigation. 

Nilphamari SP Shoyeb Ahmed 
said they have prepared a list of 
probable Islamist militants of the 
district and are keeping close watch 
on some madrasas that reportedly 
provided shelter to the militants. 

Locals said most of the militants 
have shaved off their beards and 
gone into hiding. 

JMB chief was in Dhaka

PM stresses 
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The prime minister said when 
Bangladesh is cont inuously 
advancing in all sectors, such an 
incident is being carried out to stall 
the march on the path of develop-
ment and progress. 

She called for a national unity to 
"foil any evil attempt against the 
country".

Expressing concern over the 
serial bombings across the country, 
the BJP leaders extended support 
to and expressed solidarity with the 
government steps to find out the 
perpetrators.

They BJP leaders appreciated 
the prime minister's call for a broad-
based national unity. They also 
emphasised strengthening the unity 
of the four-party alliance.

22 more 
jockeys
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Director advocate Salma Ali and a 
Unicef representative welcomed the 
children at ZIA.

The government took initiatives 
to bring them back home with the 
assistance of United Nations 
Chi ldren Fund (Unicef)  and 
International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM).

The children aged between five 
and 12, who passed horrifying days 
while being used as camel jockeys in 
the rich-oil country for the last few 
years, are now kept at the BNWLA 
shelter home in the city.

Earlier, 37 children used as camel 
jockeys and their 36 "guardians" 
were brought to Dhaka on August 11.  

The UAE government is sending 
back 260 such Bangladeshi children 
under an agreement the UAE had 
signed with Unicef in May this year.

The agreement banned the use 
of children under 16 and weighing 
less than 45 kilograms in camel race, 
a popular sport in the Middle East.   

Government and BNWLA offi-
cials said many of the "guardians" 
who claimed to be mothers or fathers 
of the children are not real ones. 

Meanwhile, BNWLA officials 
have taken interviews of those who 
have been brought back and are 
now waiting for the home ministry 
directives for handing them over to 
genuine parents.

Police in assistance with the UP 
Chairmen will start finding out the 
genuine parents and their addresses 
soon, home ministry officials said. 

The UAE government will give 
$1000 to the Bangladesh govern-
ment for each of the children. 

A cell comprising the representa-
tives from Unicef, IOM, NGOs and 
government will monitor the use of 
money for rehabilitation of the chil-
dren.

Arrested moulana 
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