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All programmes are in local time. 
The Daily Star will not be responsible 
for any change in the programme. 

News Bulletin News Bulletin 
BTV
News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55 
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00 
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00 
pm.8:00 pm.

News  (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.

Late Night News (Bangla and English) 
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i 
News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am, 
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm, 
12:15 am.

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and 
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA
News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am. 
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm. 
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and 
English )  at 11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00 
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm. 
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv
News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am. 
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm.  5:00 
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and 
English )  at 11:30 pm. 

TARA BANGLA
News  Headlines (Bangla)  at 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30 
pm.

BBC WORLD
Every hour on the hour

TV GUIDE

PICK OF THE DAY

One Step Beyond
On Discovery Channel at 11pm
A programme that takes viewers to the 
strange phenomenon that happen to real people

Shukher Lagiya
On ATN Bangla at 8:30pm
Drama Serial 
Cast: Azizul Hakim, Ilora Gawhar, Maushumi

CULTURAL FEAST

CD Release
Title: Srandhyanjali Manna Dey: 
Akasher Moto Ekla
Artiste: Sumon Chowdhury
Organiser: Panchaswar
Venue: Begum Sufia Kamal Auditorium, 
National Museum
Date: August 24, at 7pm

Special Programme
Title: Club Fair
Organiser: Students of Independent 
University, Bangladesh (IUB)
Venue: IUB campus, House 8, Road 10, 
Baridhara
Date: August 24, from 10am onwards

Theatre Festival
Title: Moliere Festival
Venue: Alliance Francaise, Dhanmondi
Date: August 24-26, at 7pm everyday
Schedule 
August 24 George Dandin
August 25 Pejgee
August 26 Bauder Pathshala

Premiere 
Title: Enechhi Shurjer Hashi
Organiser: NGO Service Delivery 
Programme
Venue: Ballroom, Pan Pacific 
Sonargaon Hotel
Date: August 29, at 7pm

Musical Soiree 
Title: Classical Music
Organiser: Shuddha Sangeet Proshar 
Goshthi  
Artist:. Zabir Imam Khan Shahi and 
Karim Shahabuddin
Venue: Biswa Shahitya Kendra
Date: August 25, 7 pm

Film Festival
Organiser: High Commission of India
Venue: Auditorium, High Commission of 
India, House 25, Road 96, Gulshan 2
Date: August 12-29, at 6pm everyday
Schedule
August 26 Roja
August 29 Bariwali

Title: British Animation Awards Film 
Festival
Organiser: British Council
Venue: British Council, 5, Fuller Road
Date: August 22-26, at 6pm everyday

Exhibition
Artist: Murtaza Basir
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, 
Dhanmondi
Date: August 17-31

Title: Shato Borsher Dhaka
Venue: Gallery Shilpangan
Date: August 11- 25, 10 am to 1 pm and 
5 pm to 8 pm

Occasion: 1000th anniversary of the 
capital of the Republic of Tatarstan, 
Russia- the city of Kazan
Venue: Russian Cultural Centre, 
Dhanmondi
Date: August 28-September 03

Solo Musical Evening
Artirte: Zannat-E-Ferdousi
Occasion: The death anniversary of 
Kazi Nazrul Islam
Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26, Mirpur 
Raod, Dhanmondi
Date: August 28, at 7pm

Cultural Programme
Occasion: The death anniversary of 
Kazi Nazrul Islam
Organiser: Nazrul Institute
Venue: Nazrul Institute, Kabibhaban, 
330-B, Road 28, Dhanmondi
Date: August 27-31

Title: Natoker Gaan
Occasion: The death anniversary of 
Kazi Nazrul Islam
Organiser: Nazrul Sangeet Shilpi 
Parishad
Venue: Nazrul Institute, Dhanmondi
Date: September 01, at 6:30pm

ERSHAD KAMOL

F
OLK music may be described 
as a kind of ancient music, 
which springs from the heart 

of a community. It is  based on their 
natural style of expression and 
uninfluenced by the rules of 
classical music and modern songs. 
A few years back, there were 
hundreds of diversified folk genres 
written and composed by the rural 
bards. However, these folk genres, 
the root of our heritage, are on the 
verge of extinction.

   For four decades eminent 
singer Mostafa Zaman Abbasi has 
been working on the preservation 
and promotion of folk genres in 
Bangladesh. He has written a 
documentation on the tradition of 
folksongs titled Loko Sangeeter 
Itihash. Bhora Nadir Banke and 
Loukik Bangla are the two popular 
TV shows in which Abbasi has 
presented different types of 
folksongs sung by the rural singers 
living in various corners of the 
country.

 Abbasi was the General 
Secretary of Folklore Society 
Bangladesh in 1972. Currently he is 
vice president of the organisation. 
Abbasi says, "About 150 documen-
tary books have been published on 
folk songs by the experts including 
the lyrics of the bards. Under the 
supervision of then regional director 
of Bangladesh Betar, Shadidul 
Islam, the transcription service of 
Bangladesh Betar has preserved 
tapes of  50,000 fo lksongs.  
Bangladesh Television also has a 
huge collection of folksongs in its 
archive. Personally I have collected 
the tapes of 5,000 diversified 
folksongs. However, in the absence 
of logistic support, this rich heritage 
is in danger of extinction. 

"Our traditional folksongs are 
musically richer than the folk genres 
of the other cultures. In Bangladesh, 
folk music has a great variety, with 
songs being composed on the 
culture, festivals, views of life, 
natural beauty, rivers and rural and 

riverine life. These songs are also 
about social inequality and poverty, 
about the material world and the 
supernatural. The lyrics and tune of 
the mystic bards like Lalon Shah, 
Hasan Raja, Radha Raman and 
others are superb pieces of music.

These songs have two meaning-
ssurface meaning connotes the love 
between human beings and the inner 
meaning refers to the love between 
man and God.

"American folklorist Alan Lomax 
in his book Folk Songs and Style has 
illustrated this fact. Dividing the 
world into eight parts, Alan in his 
book described the folksongs in our 

part of the world as the 'noblest area 
of folk music ' .  Smithsonian 
Institution, a National Museum in 
Washington DC, has preserved our 
folksongs sung by Abbasuddin 
Ahmed, Abdul Alim and others. 
However, no fruitful initiative has 
been taken in Bangladesh for the 
preservation of folk music", adds 
Abbasi. 

What should be done for the 
proper preservation and the 
development of folk genres? To quote 
Abbasi, "The urgent need is money. 
The budget of the Ministry of Cultural 
Affairs goes into paying the salaries of 
the employees. The budget should be 

increased, so that the development 
programmes can run smoothly. The 
government should immediately take 
initiatives for the digitalisation of the 
music tapes preserved in the 
archives of Bangladesh Betar and 
BTV as well as from personal 
collections of the experts.

 "I appreciate the initiatives taken 
by the corporate world to promote 
Tagore songs, Nazrul songs and 
others. However, I believe the 
multinational companies can also 
undertake init iatives for the 
preservat ion of  fo lk  music,  
composed by about 500 bards and 
performed by million of singers, 
which is the root of more than 250 
million Bangla-speaking people in 
the world", adds Abbasi.

 Abbasi is far from happy with the 
current scenario of folk music. In his 
words, "Not just folksongs, rather all 
genres of music are in danger of 
being swamped by western music. 
In these days anyone can emerge 
as a singer without knowing much 
about music. And it is all the more 
alarming when the multinational 
companies spend huge sums for 
such singers. As a result the real 
taste of music is greatly affected. 
Immediate steps should be taken to 
stop this trend to preserve the rich 
tradition of our music."

However, Abbasi is optimistic 
about the future of our music. He 
says, "The current phase of our 
music cannot last forever." On July 
2, 2005, at a recent folk music 
conference held in New York, where 
Abbasi was the chief guest, singers 
f rom Bang ladesh and USA 
celebrated the songs of the great 
bards Lalon Shah and Hasan Raja 
as well as great folk singer of 
Bangladesh-- Abdul Alim. In 2003, 
they celebrated yet another 
programme on Abbasuddin Ahmed, 
in which folk experts and performers 
from USA, England, India and 
Bangladesh participated. Many 
papers had been read on the 
occasion. "These are the clear 
indication of better days of music," 
concludes Abbasi.

Mostafa Zaman Abbasi

Dedicated to the preservation 
of folk songs

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

As part of its monthly programme, 
Bangladesh Loko Shankskritik 
Parishod (BLSP) recently organised 
a folk musical soiree of Hafizur 
Rahman's songs. This was BLSP's 
60th folk music evening at Biswa 
Shahitya Kendra.

Indra Mohan Rajbongshi, the 
president of BLPS, said, "Today, we 
are celebrating the book launching 
ceremony of eminent folk lyrist 
Hafizur Rahman's book Jiboner 
Gaan, which is a collection of folk 
songs written by him.

"In September, we will arrange a 
programme focusing on the death 
anniversaries of Abdul Alim, Kanai 
Lal Shil and Mumtaz Ali Khan, three 
folk personalities of the country."

M Abdul Hai critically analysed 
Jiboner Gaan by Hafizur Rahman in 
the book-launching programme. 
Presided over by acclaimed folk 
singer Akramul Islam, mystic lyricist 
Sabir Ahmed Chaudhury was the 
chief guest while AKM Jamal and 
Ashfakur Rahman Khan were the 
special guests.

On his book, Jiboner Gaan, 
eminent lyricist, composer and 

singer Hafizur Rahman said, "It is 
my first book on lyrics featuring 
Hamd (songs glorifying God), Naat 
(songs glorifying the Prophet) and 
different types of folk genres like 
Bhawaiya, Dehotatta, Murshidi and 
others. Written in folk form some of 
the lyrics in the book are a satire on 

the social milieu. I have composed 
most of the songs, while Indra 
Mohan Rajbongshi has composed 
the rest."

  After the speeches, the singers 
of BLSP presented 22 songs from 
Jiboner Gaan. 

Bangladesh Loko Shankskritik Parishod's 

60th folk music evening 

Mostafa Zaman Abbasi

Discussants at the programme

BTV
08:15 Smritimoy Archives
08:40 Biswa Protidin
09:00 Satellite Programmes 
12:30   Shastho Tathya
01:05 Kathamala
02:05     Sisimpur
02:30 Hijol Tomal
03:05 Selected Programme
03:35 Geeto Bitan
04:05 Prottyashar Alo
04:30 Angikar
05:05 Mati O Manush
05:30 Lekhapoda
06:10 Malancha
06:55 News Headlines, 

Share Market, 
Weather Forecast

07:00 Shasthyakatha
07:30 Amra Shobai Jantey 

Chai
08:25 Protidin Bangladesh
08:30 Drama Serial: Golap 

Kano Kalo
09:25 Drama Serial: Abodh
10:25 Teknaf Theke Tetulia
10:35 Kemon Achhen
11:00 Anandadhara

CHANNEL i 
09:30 Shongbad Potrey 

Bangladesh and 
Public Reaction

09:45 Tritiyo Matra
10:45 Sports Time (Live)
12:00 TVC Sky Shop
12:30 Aaj Dupurey O Citicell 

Tarokakothon (live)
01:00 Ebong Cinemar Gaan
01:25 Public reaction 
02:40 Special Programme
04:00 Bansundhara Amader 

Gaan
04:20 Akasher Onek Rong
04:45 Sa Re Ga Ma
05:30 Alokito Bangladesh
06:00 Music Plus
06:30 Campus 
07:55 RC Travel On
08:25 Drama Serial: Ek 

Akasher Tara
09:35 Drama Serial: Din 

Choley Jay
10:00 Drama Serial: Mega 

Bond

ATN BANGLA
10:30 Onnodrishti   
11:05 Poraner Gaan 
12:15 Cinema Cinema
12:50 Band Show: Ganey 

Shurey Tarunnye
01:25 Motamot
02:30 Drama Serial: Kanch 

Ketey Karukaaj
03:15 Drama Serial: Nana 

Ronger Din
03:45 Drama Serial: New 

Files
04:15  Islam Ki Boley Amra 

Ki Kori
04:45  Ispahani Pure Snax 

Quiz Time
05:10 Shobar Jonnyo
05:45 Islami Sawal O Jawab 

(live)
06:20 The Sword of Tipu 

Sultan
08:00 Drama Serial: 

Tanaporen
08:30 Drama Serial: 

Shukher Lagiya
09:00 Drama Serial: 

Bayoscope
09:30 Drama Serial: 

Shadakalo

ntv
08:35 Aajker Shokal
09:30 Shirae Shonitey
10:05 Images of Lights
11:00 Circus Lights
12:05 Shurer Jolsha
01:00 Muktangon
01:25 TVC
02:35 Drama Serial: 

Belabhumi
03:15 Dance Programme: 

Nupoor
04:25 Cholochchitro Kotha

05:15 Din Darpan
06:20 Shubho Shondha
06:50 Nari Ghore Bairey
08:25 Drama Serial: 

Titumirer Basher Kella
09:20 Kichhu Kotha Kichhu 

Gaan
10:00 Drama Serial: 

Rangcchut

HBO
12:00 Anger Management  
02:15 The Portrait of a Lady 
05:15 John Q
07:30 The Animatrix     
09:30 Rush Hour    
11:30 Demolition Man  
01:45 Anger Management  

STAR MOVIES 

10:45 Baseketball     

01:30 Jeepers Creepers 2       
02:15 For Love Of The 

Game     
04:30 Swimfan         
06:00 Sudden Death    
07:50 Runaway Jury    
10:00 Long Time Dead  
11:35 Baseketball     

STAR PLUS  

11:00 Meri Saheli     
11:30 Shanti 
12:00 Tedhe Medhe Sapney          
12:55 Taaza Hits               
02:00 Bhabhi 
02:30 Kesar  
03:00 Saarrthi                
05:25 Film Topper     
05:30 Hit Filmein Hit Sangee 
06:00 Shaadi Number One        
06:30 Aladdin         

07:00 Kim Possible    
07:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 

Bandhan         
07:55 Film Topper     
08:00 Princess Dollieaurus-

kamagicbag    
08:30 Dekhho Magar Pyar Se     
09:00 Kasautii Zindagii Kay    
09:30 Miilee 
10:00 Kavyanjali      
10:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii    
11:00 Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 

Bahu Thi    
11:30 Kahiin To Hoga  
12:00 K. Street Pali Hill

STAR WORLD  

10:30 Ed     
11:30 Rockstar: Inxs  
12:00 The Simple Life 
12:30 Tru Calling     

01:30 Desperate Housewives     
02:28 Star Asia Travel         
02:30 Oprah Winfrey Show       
03:30 Bold And Beautiful       
04:30 Hollywood Squares        
05:00 Whose Line Is It 

Anyway  
05:30 Buffy The Vampire 

Slayer 
06:30 The Simpsons    
07:00 That 70s Show   
07:30 Friends         
08:00 Newsradio       
08:30 The Practice    
09:30 Rockstar: Inxs  
10:30 J.A.G. 
11:28 Star Asia Travel         

ANIMAL PLANET
09:30 Animal Miracles Tory 

and the Bears

12:30 The Planet's Funniest 
Animals

01:00 Pet Powers Telepathy
02:30 King of the Jungle
04:30 Growing Up wild 
05:30 The Jeff Corwin 

Experience 
06:30 The Planet's Funniest 

Animals
07:30 Animal Miracles 
08:30 King of the Jungle
09:30 The Planet's Funniest 

Animals
10:30 Growing Up Wild 
11:30 Monkey Business
12:00 Lords of the Animals 

DISCOVERY
09:30 New Detectives Loved 

to Death
11:30 Ten Years Younger Mind 

Games 
12:30 Classic Discovery The 

Tomb Robber's Tale
01:30 Extreme Machines, 

Jump Jets
02:30 New Detectives
03:30 Living Pulse 
04:00 Baby It's You, Taking 

Hold 
04:30 Wild Discovery 
05:30 Truth Or Scare 
06:00 Mystery Hunters 
06:30 Great Cars Adventure 

Crazy 
07:00 Adventure Crazy
07:30 Wild Discovery
08:30 Yatra
09:00 Amazing Baby Videos 
09:30 Battlefield Detectives 

Trafalgar's fatal Flaw
10:30 Great Cars
11:00 One Step Beyond
11:30 The Horror Stories 

Witches

STAR SPORTS
09:00 Super Spells Super 

Spells With Wasim 
Akram   (R)  

09:30 Usga Golf Walker Cup 
2005 Chicagoil Usa  
Final Round(R) 

11:30 Tna Wrestling 
Programming Tna 
Wrestling   (R)

12:30 English Premier 
Football League English 
Premier Football 
League 2005/06 
Birmingham England 
West Bromwich Albion 
Vs Portsmouth (R)  

03:30 Motorcycle 
Programming Fim 
Speedway World Cup 
2005 Eskilstuna 
Sweden  Round 2(R

05:30 Max Power Max Power 
2005   (T)  

06:30 Inside The Pga Tour    (T) 
08:00 Tna Impact    (R) 
08:30 English Premier 

Football League English 
Premier Football 
League 2005/6 Charlton 
Uk Charlton Athletic Vs 
Liverpool (R) 

10:25 Golf Focus    (S) 
10:55 English Premier 

Football League English 
Premier Football 
League 2005/6 
Birmingham England 
Birmingham City Vs 
Middlesbrough (S)  

ESPN
08:00 Women's Professional 

Basketball 2005 Wnba 
Basketball Los Angeles 
Ca  Usa Minnesota Lynx 
Vs Los Angeles 

 Sparks (L)  
10:00 English Premier 

Football League English 
Premier Football 
League 2005/06 
Birmingham England 
Birmingham City Vs 

Manchester City (R) 
01:00 Tri-Series In Zimbabwe  

Bulawayo Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe Vs New 
Zealand 1st Odi 
Preview(L)  

01:30 Tri-Series In Zimbabwe  
Bulawayo Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe Vs New 
Zealand 1st Odi 1st 
Session(L)     

05:00 Tri-Series In Zimbabwe  
Bulawayo Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe Vs New 
Zealand 1st Odi - 
Lunchtime Show(L)  

05:45 Tri-Series In Zimbabwe  
Bulawayo Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe Vs New 
Zealand 1st Odi 2nd 
Session(L)     

09:10 Tri-Series In Zimbabwe  
Bulawayo Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe Vs New 
Zealand 1st Odi 
Review(L) 

TEN SPORTS
11:30 Italian League 

Highlights: Ep 3
12:00 Great Centuries
01:00 Champ Car World Series 

H/Ls:Denver, USA
02:00 FIM Speedway World 

Cup: Sweden
03:00 German League 

Highlights : Ep 2
03:30 World Rally
05:30 WWE Smackdown
07:30 Legends
08:00 World Rally
09:00 FIM Speedway World 

Cup : Poland
10:00 Champ Car World Series 

H/L: Denver, USA
10:30 Portuguese League 

H/Ls : Ep 1
11:00 World Rally
12:00 WWE After Burn
12:30 World Rally

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The shooting of the 13-episode-
drama serial Shada Raater Manush is 
complete and is now in the process of 
being edited. 

The play revolves around a wealthy 
businessman Asif Chowdhury who 
loses his sight in an accident. Life 
seems like an endless dark night to 
Asif. His younger brother Arif looks 
after him. Arif's friend Shaon starts 
spending time reading to Asif. While 
l is ten ing to  Shaon reading 
Dostoevsky's White Night, Asif starts 
feeling he is a man of 'white nights'. To 
him 'white nights' are the brief 
moments of happiness he experi-
enced prior to losing his sight.

Near and dear ones fear Asif's 
temper and they don't share the 
household problems with him. Shaon 
starts spending more time with Asif. 
Asif's wife Neela and their daughter 
Tuli return home after seven years. 
Asif's senes a change not only in his 

life but in that of the family as well.
Mashiul Alam has penned the 

story. Deepankar Deepan has written 
the scripts and directed the play. 
Incidentally this is Deepankar's debut 
drama serial. Actors Tarek Anam 
Khan, Subarna Mustafa, Arman 
Parvez Murad and Tazin play the 
central characters. 

According to the director, "The 
physically challenged are not always 
dependent on others. The character 
in the play, Asif amply demonstrates 
this truth. The character is extremely 
powerful and dominating. He seems 
to overcome his disability through 
solving the problems his family 
encounters. Yet, he feels one thing is 
missing -- the companionship of a 
special someone. I've tried to 
depict this complex theme through 
the play."

Swapnoghudi Communications 
has produced the serial.

Shada Raater Manush 
Westminster Abbey said no, but Lincoln Cathedral was 
happy to oblige as was a small Scottish chapel.

British churches are divided over whether to allow 
filming of The Da Vinci Code, an adaptation of Dan 
Brown's biblically revisionist megaseller.

The novel has drawn strong protests from the Roman 
Catholic Church, and the movie version has fanned 
whispers of discontent in Lincoln, where Tom Hanks and 
the crew were filming Tuesday last.

The head of Lincoln's Anglican cathedral, Rev. Alec 
Knight, conceded that the novel was "far-fetched and 
heretical" and defended the decision to allow filming. 
The cathedral in central England accepted a reported 
$180,000 to double as Westminster Abbey in the Ron 
Howard-directed film.

"It has clearly touched the public imagination, and the 
church needs to open up a debate about it rather than 
throw one's hands up and walk away from it," Knight said.

Brown's fictional thriller follows professor Robert 
Langdon as he investigates the murder of an elderly 
member of an ancient society that guards dark secrets 
about the quest for the Holy Grail and the story of Jesus 
Christ. The book's mix of code-breaking, art history, 
religion and mystical lore has helped it sell 25 million 
copies since it was published two years ago.

Westminster Abbey, the 1,000-year-old London 
edifice where British monarchs are crowned and 
buried -- and whose Chapter House is featured in the 
book -- turned down an approach from producers 
earlier this year, saying it would be "inappropriate" to 
allow filming.

Other Anglican institutions have been more 
welcoming. Winchester Cathedral in Southern England 
has given permission for filming to take place later this 
year, as has Rosslyn Chapel near Edinburgh.

Source: AP

Da Vinci Code filming divisive

Subarna Mustafa and Tarek Anam Khan in the play

I t  has been 
confirmed that 
Indian pop star 
Sonu Nigam 
will make his 
Pakistani vocal 
debut for a film 
titled Devdas. 
T h e  m u s i c  
director of the 

song will be Uttam Singh of Dil To Pagal 
Hai and Gadar fame. Recording will 
start on August 23. 

Source: Internet

The front view of Lincoln's Anglican cathedral

Sonu gives 
Devdas 
another try

Celebrated artiste Samina Chowdhury, Tanjida Nabi, owner of Then--
Fashion, fashion designer Shahrukh Amin and singer Fahmida Nabi are 
seen (L-R) at a recent  press conference  prior to the talent hunt 
programme titled Style Challenge at Lalmatia

13 -- episode play completed
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