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Due to space constraints cross-
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Bonfrere quits 
as South 
Korea
coach
AFP, Seoul

Embattled Dutchman Jo Bonfrere 
has quit as coach of South Korea's 
football team, the Korea Football 
Association (KFA) said Tuesday. 

A campaign by fans to oust 
Bonfrere went into overdrive last 
week after the side lost 1-0 to Saudi 
Arabia in a World Cup qualifying tie. 

"Coach Bonfrere tendered his 
resignation last night, and the KFA 
technical committee respected his 
decision to step down," Lee Hwoi-
Taek, head of the committee, said at 
a press conference. 

"We should have a new coach in 
September at the latest." 

The outgoing Dutch coach 
guided South Korea to a berth in next 
year's World Cup finals in Germany, 
but fans backed by the media have 
been clamouring for his removal 
following a string of poor results. 

The Dutchman had pleaded for 
more time to turn things around but 
his request fell on deaf ears. 

The Hand of 
God
strikes again!
BBC ONLINE

Argentine football hero Diego 
Maradona has said he is unrepen-
tant about using his fist in a contro-
versial goal against England in the 
1986 World Cup. 

Speaking on his TV show, 
Maradona said the intervention, 
which he nicknamed "The Hand of 
God", was justified. 

"The truth is that I don't for a 
second regret scoring that goal with 
my hand,"  he said on the 
programme. 

The footbal ler  apparent ly 
defended his goal as his response to 
Britain's claim to the Falkland 
islands. 

He said he wanted to let 
Argentines and the whole world 
know the truth about a key moment 
in football history. 

Maradona scored the goal by 
punching the ball into the net during 
a jump as goalkeeper Peter Shilton 
leapt into the air towards the ball. 

From the referee's angle it looked 
as though Maradona had headed 
the ball into the back of the net. 

After scoring during the quarter-
final match, Maradona said the boys 
came over to celebrate. 

"They were quite timid. They 
came over to embrace me but it was 
as if they were saying: 'We've 
robbed them'," he said. 

"But I said to them: 'Whoever 
robs a thief gets a 100-year par-
don.'" 

The player was apparently 
referring to the Falklands War, 
fought unsuccessfully by Argentina 
against the UK to take control of the 
islands it claimed as its own. 

Maradona's show is called La 
Noche del Diez (Number Ten Night) - 
a reference to the Number 10 shirt 
Maradona wore for the national side. 

Owen snubs
Everton 
BBC ONLINE

Everton have failed with a bid to sign 
England striker Michael Owen. 

The Real Madrid forward, 25, 
looks likely to leave the Bernabeu 
and has been linked with a return to 
Liverpool as well as a move to 
Manchester United. 

Boss David Moyes, who also 
said Everton had a £10m bid for 
Feyenoord's Dirk Kuyt rejected, 
stated: "We have been in contact 
with Michael and his advisers. 

"Unfortunately he does not see 
Everton as a team he would choose 
at this present time." 

Despite finishing fourth in the 
Premiership last season to earn a 
Champions League place, Moyes 
admitted he has found it hard to 
attract new players. 

He added: "We offered £10m for 
Dirk Kuyt and that was rejected on 1 
August by Feyenoord. 

Making a bid for Owen is daft. He 
obviously wasn't going to come. It 
just makes the board look silly. 

"I am trying to reassure fans I am 
in for most of the big names. 

"We do have money to spend if 
the right players are available - but 
getting them in is the problem." 

Owen spent much of his first 
season at Madrid coming off the 
bench. 

And he has found himself even 
further down the pecking order at 
Real following the signings of 
Brazilian strike pair Robinho and 
Julio Baptista. 

Bordeaux rope
in Denilson
AFP, Bordeaux

Brazilian international midfielder 
Denilson has signed a one-year 
contract to play for French first 
division outfit Bordeaux, the club 
announced on Tuesday. 

The 28-year-old had been with 
Spanish top flight side Real Betis 
since 1998. 

Denilson has won 68 caps for 
Brazil and was part of the squads 
that played in the 1998 and 2002 
World Cup finals. 

Bordeaux who have made a 
promising start to their league cam-
paign after struggling last season 
had initially been interested in taking 
the player on loan, but opted instead 
for a one-year contract. 

He will join up with other 
Brazilians at the Girondins in the 
shape of  manager Ricardo, 
defender Henrique and midfielder 
Fernando. 

Denilson had lost his place in the 
starting line-up at Betis notably in the 
European Champions League 
qualifier against Monaco earlier this 
month. 

LONDON

For over a century now, the FA Cup 
has boasted of being the most open 
football tournament in the world, 
with the previously-unheard of 
minnows allowed to rub shoulders, 
and even tick off the big guns. Now 
125, the world's oldest football 
tournament will live up to its demo-
cratic billing, when on Saturday it 
will welcome Sporting Bengal 
United and London APSA, first all-
Asian outfits, in its annals. 

A semi-professional outfit from 
the East End borough of London -- 
with West Ham as its once-
illustrious neighbours -- Sporting 
Bengal are gearing up to meet 
Hertfordshire-based Ware in the 
first of their six qualifiers before they 
can hope to play the FA Cup proper. 
"The amount of attention and public-
ity we have received in the past one 
week since the draw was made, has 
been staggering,"Suroth Miah, 
secretary of the club that plays in the 
Kent Senior League, told TOI from 
London. APSA figures in the Essex 

Senior League. 
"That is the reason we think that 

if we are able to pull off at least two 
or three wins, it should do well to 
justify all the hype,"he added. 

But Miah, admitted it won't be 
easy. "As a semi-professional side, 
we know what we are up against, 
but the boys are confident. Playing 
for an idea like Bengal, gives it a 
unique dimension altogether." 

Sponsored by a local Balti res-
taurant 'Mirch Masala', and made up 
of civil servants, IT personnel, 
medical trainees, restaurant owners 
and full-time students -- mostly 
Bangladeshi (and two Indians, 
Ketan Patel and Bindi Singh) -- the 
30-man strong Sporting Bengal, 
formed nearly a decade back in 
1996, has come a long way in keep-
ing the basic ideal intact. 

"We do not pay the boys any-
thing,"Miah explains. "They play for 
that pride that comes from turning 
out for a club that represents their 
community is huge for them." 

Miah's policy is simple. "We can, 
with some trouble, get an experi-
enced player from outside the area 
but then that would be defeating the 
whole idea. There is a great deal of 
talent in the East End area and for 

these boys to have a chance to play 
at the highest level is huge. Even if 
takes five to six seasons of struggle, 
we are willing to go through it,"he 
said. 

But success has come swifter for 
Sporting than Miah may have envis-
aged. Amongst its first players, Miah 
(32) is now the secretary of the club 
and has witnessed the wheel turn 
rapidly at the tiny club. 

"We are like the de facto Bangla-
desh National team,"explains Miah. 
"Teams from our local league which 
are about 30 in number are ready to 
provide their best players when we 
are to play. It is almost like the 
national team of a country." 

It shows. The cream of the area 
has helped Sporting Bengal push 
itself to one of the two top south 
Asian clubs in the UK. After winning 
the title for tow seasons consecu-
tively, this season they were runners 
up to Bradford Albion -- a club made 
up of predominantly British Indians -
- at the hard-fought UK Asian 
Championships in Glasgow. The 
extent of Sporting's mettle can be 
gauged from the fact that they are 
the only team to walk into the eight-
team tournament as automatic 
qualifiers while other Asian teams 

have to endure a gruelling qualifying 

campaign. 

The reason for this is the Senior 

Status the English Football  

Association granted Sporting 

Bengal in 2003. "We turned semi-

professional and the FA granted us 

this status,"informs Miah, adding, "I 

can't understand why Bradford 

Albion doesn't turn semi-pro too. 

They are probably as good, if not 

better than us." 

Playing in the Senior League 

paved the path for FA Cup entry for 

this proud club. One year in the 

League makes you eligible to play in 

the FA Vase, which they played last 

season. Playing there meant that 

the next season you qualify to play 

the FA Cup qualifiers. 

"We have six games to go. And 

given our status and size we'll be 

happy mak ing any sor t  o f  

impact,"says Miah. 

For now, Miah and his men have 

their sights set on Saturday. And a 

little piece of footballing history. 

 Internet Source

FA Cup's Bangladeshi pride
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experience of the Lankan boys to 
help Bangladesh.

Team manage Abdul Latif Khan 
said that he had no security fears in 
spite of the recent political crisis in 
Sri Lanka. 

"I'll make sure that the boys get 
maximum protection," Latif said.

SQUAD
Habibul Bashar (captain), Khaled 
Mashud (wicketkeeper), Moha-
mmad Ashraful, Javed Omar, Rajin 
Saleh, Tushar Imran, Aftab Ahmed, 
Shahriar Nafees, Mohammad 
Rafique, Khaled Mahmud, Man-
zarul Islam, Nazmul Hossain, Khan 
Abdur Razzak, Mashrafee-bin-
Mortuza, Syed Russel.
Coach: Dav Whatmore, team man-
ager: Col (retd) M A Latif,  physio: 
Paul Close, computer analyst: Nasir 
Ahmed.

Tigers now 
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Bangladesh Olympic Association president and Army chief Lt Gen Moeen U Ahmed called on State Minister for Youth 
and Sports and patron of BOA Fazlur Rahman at the latter's Secretariat office on Tuesday.

AFP, Northampton

Justin Langer has said Australia must 
raise their game if they want to retain 
the Ashes during the upcoming fourth 
Test against England.

The series resumes at Trent 
Bridge on Thursday with the teams 
locked at 1-1. But an Australia victory 
in Nottingham would leave them one-
up with just one match in the five-Test 
series to play and so ensure they 
retain the Ashes, which have been in 
their possession since 1989.

But with England having won the 
second Test at Edgbaston and then 
only been denied a 2-1 lead at Old 
Trafford earlier this month by a last-
wicket stand, Langer knows plenty of 
hard work lies in front of Australia who, 
he readily admitted, were facing their 
biggest challenge in years.

"We want to win the Ashes or, at 
least, we don't want to lose the Ashes.

"Unfortunately whoever wins or 
loses the Ashes is a long way down 
the track. Maybe we've just got a bit 
distracted by what could happen in a 
few weeks' time," said Langer, who 

stood-in as skipper in place of Ricky 
Ponting during the drawn two-day 
game against Northamptonshire.

Asked about a lapse in Australia's 
intensity, he replied: "I would suggest 
it hasn't been at the cut-throat edge 
that we're used to playing at.

"We've played periods of very 
good cricket, but in Test match cricket, 
particularly when you play good 
teams like England, you cant afford to 
be just playing it in periods.

"We've talked about that a lot. We 
know that we have to increase the 
intensity throughout the whole, from 
the day of the last (third) Test ... 
through to the last ball of the series."

Australia now seem ready to drop 
experienced fast bowler Jason 
Gillespie, whose three wickets in the 
series so far have cost an expensive 
100 runs apiece.

The battle to be his replacement is 
between the Shaun Tait, an out-and-
out fast bowler who has the backing of 
Australia great Dennis Lillee, and the 
greater  contro l  o f  Michael  
Kasprowicz.

Langer, a gutsy left-handed 
opening batsman, said that with 
express paceman Brett Lee already 
in the team, Australia needed to think 

carefully about whether they also 
wanted Tait in the side, amidst con-
cerns his wickets might prove expen-
sive.

"It's really important, you always 
talk about balance. You've got some-
one like Brett Lee in your side, who's 
an out and out strike bowler, and he's 
got the pace -- you've got to be careful 
you get the balance right.

"We've been lucky we've got two 
of the best ever at the other end 
(Glenn McGrath and leg-spinner 
Shane Warne), but no doubt the big 
question will come down to balance 
rather than talent in the next few days.

"I've always said Michael 
Kasprowicz is in domestic cricket in 
Australia is the hardest bloke for me to 
face. He always tends to go across 
the left-hander. I've always found him 
a handful in first-class cricket, as I do 
in the nets."

But Langer added he'd also been 
impressed by Tait. "He's a bit like 
Shoaib Akhtar or in a way, Brett Lee.

"You need the courage to stand 
still facing him, he's a different sort of 
bowler. When he's bowling that fast 
and he's bowling yorkers like he can, 
he's obviously a real strike bowler and 
a great prospect."

Aussies must up intensity

AFP, Islamabad

England's mastery of reverse swing 
can help them win the Ashes, former 
Pakistani fast bowler Sarfraz 
Nawaz, regarded as a pioneer of the 
batsman-bamboozling technique, 
said Tuesday.

Nawaz said English pacemen 
Andrew Flintoff and Simon Jones 
had caused Australia problems in 
the first three Tests and would 
continue to do so in the fourth start-
ing on Thursday in Nottingham.

"I am amazed at the England 
bowlers' ability with reverse swing. It 
can win them the elusive Ashes," 
Nawaz told this news agency.

Nawaz, who took 177 wickets in 
55 Tests for Pakistan, is widely 
regarded as pioneer of reverse 
swing, the rare skill of gaining 
vicious aerial movement with a 
roughed-up ball.

He passed the art to legendary 
all-rounder and compatriot Imran 
Khan and it was perfected by 
Pakistan pair Wasim Akram and 

Waqar Younis in the early 1990s, 
helping Pakistan lift the World Cup 
in 1992.

"Flintoff and Jones are very 

impressive in reverse swing and 
since the second half of the English 
season is drier it will get better and 
better," said Nawaz.

He said Darren Gough was the first 
English bowler able to reverse swing.

"Before Gough, the English used 
to search for any lame excuse and 

accuse Pakistani bowlers of cheat-
ing when they reverse swung the 
ball," said Nawaz, attributing 
Pakistan's 1987, 1992 and 1996 
wins in England to the technique.

Now England are using it too, 
and have a chance to turn around 
their unenviable record of having 
lost the last eight Ashes series.

"If England bowlers bowl as they 
did in the second and third Test, they 
have a real chance to win back the 
Ashes," said Nawaz.

England staged a remarkable 
comeback after losing the first Test 
at Lord's by 239 runs. They beat 
Australia by two runs in the second 
Test at Edgbaston while the Aussies 
struggled to clinch a draw in the third 
Test at Old Trafford.

Australia's opening batsman 
Justin Langer said last week that 
coach John Buchanan and skipper 
Ricky Ponting were putting their 
heads together to figure out how to 
deal with England's reverse swing.

Nawaz advised Australian bats-
men not to play shots in haste.

"You need to play late against 
swing and take singles and twos," 
he added.

Nawaz wishes Eng well

AFP, Melbourne

Cricketing great Richard Hadlee is 
revelling in watching English bowlers 
giving Australian batsmen a torrid 
time in the gripping Ashes cricket 
series.

The New Zealand all-rounder, 
who tormented Australian batting 
line-ups during the 1980s, said 
Tuesday it was "absolutely magnifi-
cent" to see England's fast bowlers 
dictating terms in the 1-1 series, 
which resumes with this week's 
fourth Test at Trent Bridge.

Hadlee is impressed with the way 
Andrew Flintoff and Steve Harmison 
have put the Australian batsmen 
under sustained physical pressure.

"Australian bowlers have done it 
to the opposition so often, but for 
Australian batsmen now to be subject 

to it -- I've never seen so many 
Australian batsmen be hit in the 
upper body and the head, on the 
glove, guys jumping around the 
crease," Hadlee said.

"From a spectacle point of view it's 
... absolutely magnificent to see that, 
not because it's Australia, but to see 
any quality fast bowlers put pressure 
on quality batsmen with proven 
records, it's a fascinating thing to 
watch.

"That, to me, is the true battle of 
what the game of cricket is about.

"It's obviously one country ... 
playing another, but the one-on-one 
battles and duels that go on (with) no 
quarter given and none asked -- who 
comes out on top?

"Those subtleties are what make 
the game for me."

Hadlee, one of six selectors who 
chose the ICC world Test and ODI 
teams to play Australia in the Super 
Series here in October, believes the 

Ashes series could go down to the 
last day of the fifth and final Test.

"They're in uncharted territory, 
really ... it could go down to the last 
Test, last day, last ball," he said.

"All it (will be) is a major mistake by 
one or other teams, let alone individu-
als in the side, that will determine the 
series."

Hadlee expects Australia to pick 
Michael Kasprowicz over youngster 
Shaun Tait as the replacement for 
Jason Gillespie, who is likely to be 
axed for the Fourth Test.

"When it's as tight as it is, you go 
with the experience and Kasper has 
the leg-cutter, he can move the ball 
around a bit and at Trent Bridge, it 
does swing around," Hadlee said. 
"So for me, Kasper would be the 
man."

England pacers
please Hadlee

SARFRAZ NAWAZ

REUTERS, Paris

Seven-time Tour de France winner 
Lance Armstrong has denied ever 
taking performance-enhancing 
drugs following a report in French 
newspaper L'Equipe that he had 
used the blood-boosting drug EPO.

Tour de France executive director 
Jean-Marie Leblanc said he felt let 
down by Armstrong after L'Equipe 
alleged the American had taken the 
banned drug in 1999, the year he first 
won the world's greatest cycle race.

Armstrong, who recovered from 
testicular cancer to become the most 
successful rider in the Tour's history, 
has been forced to rebut several 
doping allegations during his career 
and he repeated on Tuesday that his 
sporting successes were 'clean'.

"I will simply restate what I have 
said many times: I have never taken 
performance-enhancing drugs," the 
33-year-old, who retired in July, said 
in a statement on his personal 
website.

L'Equipe, saying it had access to 
laboratory documents, reported on 
Tuesday that six of Armstrong's urine 
samples collected on the 1999 Tour 
de France showed "indisputable" 
traces of EPO (erythropoietin).

L'Equipe published what it 
claimed to be a results sheet from the 
laboratory which appeared to show 
six figures revealing traces of EPO. 
The newspaper also published 
documents from the French cycling 
federation showing exactly the same 
figures under Armstrong's name.

The Chatenay-Malabry lab said in 
a statement that the samples they 
tested did not have names attached 
and they could not confirm if any of 
the samples were Armstrong's.

The lab said all test results had 
been sent to WADA, the agency in 
charge of the fight against doping in 
world sport, on the condition they did 
not use them to take disciplinary 
action.

Despite the lack of proof and 
Armstrong's denials, cycling officials 
expressed disappointment.

"I remain cautious and slightly 
circumspect but this is troubling and I 
feel disappointment inside me, like 
many sports lovers must do," 
Leblanc told French radio station 
RTL

Asked if he felt let down by 
Armstrong, Leblanc said. "Yes".

International Cycling Union (UCI) 
president Hein Verbruggen told 
Reuters: "We have to wait and see if 
this is true.

"Only then will we be able to ask 
ourselves whether there should be 
any legal action and whether this is a 

further blow for cycling.
"I have to say this is not pleasant 

but, for the moment, it only involves 
Lance Armstrong and France."

There were no tests to detect 
EPO, a drug that increases the level 
of red blood cells and endurance, in 
1999.

However, samples from the 1999 
Tour were kept and have been 
recently retested by the specialist 
anti-doping laboratory in Chatenay-
Malabry outside Paris.

The World Anti-doping Agency 

(WADA)-accredited lab, which 
developed the test to detect EPO, 
started retesting last year samples 
that had been taken between 1998 
and 1999 and frozen. The new tests 
were part of a scientific research 
programme.

A spokesman for WADA said the 
latest research results from the 
French laboratory had arrived at the 
Montreal-based organisation on 
Monday.

He said that like the lab, WADA 
had no means of matching names to 
the samples and this could be done 
only by the French cycling federation, 
the French sports ministry or the UCI.

Despite being in a class of his own 
in recent years, Armstrong could 
never win over French fans or jour-
nalists. "LA Confidential", a book on 
his life containing accusations of 

doping, was published on the eve of 
the 2004 Tour.

The leader of the US Postal team, 
which became the Discovery 
Channel team this year, he lost a 
Paris court case in 2004 when his 
request that the controversial book 
should include his denial of drug-
taking was turned down.

"To all the cynics, I'm sorry for 
you," Armstrong said after his final 
Tour triumph in July. 

"I'm sorry you can't believe in 
miracles. This is a great sporting 

event and hard work wins it."
Armstrong said in his statement of 

denial on Tuesday: "Unfortunately, 
the witch hunt continues and 
(L'Equipe's) article is nothing short of 
tabloid journalism.

"The paper even admits in its own 
article that the science in question 
here is faulty and that I have no way to 
defend myself.

"They state: 'There will therefore 
be no counter-exam nor regulatory 
prosecutions, in a strict sense, since 
(the) defendant's rights cannot be 
respected.'"

The American retired after win-
ning his record seventh Tour de 
France in July. Before winning his first 
Tour in 1999, Armstrong won a battle 
against testicular cancer, undergoing 
two operations and four bouts of 
chemotherapy.

Armstrong accused 
of doping 

LANCE ARMSTRONG
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Combined prizemoney and match 
payments for the ODI series will be 
1.254 million US dollars, while the 
total money available for the Super 
Test will be 1.39 million US dollars.

The ICC has accorded the 
matches official Test and ODI sta-
tus.

WORLD  SQUADS
TEST: Shoaib Akhtar (PAK), Mark 
Boucher (RSA), Rahul Dravid (IND), 
Andrew Flintoff (ENG), Steve 
Harmison (ENG), Brian Lara (WIN), 
Jacques Kallis (RSA), Muttiah 
Muralitharan (SRI), Shaun Pollock 
(RSA), Virender Sehwag (IND) 
Graeme Smith (RSA, captain), 
Sachin Tendulkar (IND), Daniel 
Vettori (NZL).
ONE-DAY: Shahid Afridi (PAK), 
Shoaib Akhtar (PAK), Herschelle 
Gibbs (RSA), Andrew Flintoff (ENG), 
Jacques Kallis (RSA), Brian Lara 
(WIN), Muttiah Muralitharan (SRI), 
Makhaya Ntini (RSA), Kevin Pietersen 
(ENG), Shaun Pollock (RSA, captain), 
Kumar Sangakkara (Sri), Virender 
Sehwag (IND), Sachin Tendulkar 
(IND), Daniel Vettori (NZL).

South African 

Div II chess 
starts Aug 30
BDNEWS, Dhaka

The Second Division Chess League 
has been deferred by five days and 
will now begin on August 30 at the 
Chess Federation Hall Room. 

Interested teams have been 
requested to send their entries by 
August 28 with an entry fee of Tk 
460. 

BOA chief calls 
on Rahman
BDNEWS, Dhaka

Newly appointed president of the 
Bangladesh Olympic Association 
(BOA) and Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen 
Moeen U Ahmed called on State 
Minister for Youth and Sports Fazlur 
Rahman at the secretariat yesterday. 

They discussed the participation 
and preparation of Bangladesh in 
upcoming tenth South Asian Games to 
be held in Colombo in April next year. 
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