
KARIM WAHEED

M AHMUDUR Rahman, 
widely known as Benu, 
i s  an  au thor i t y  on  

classical music. However, he 
has not limited himself only to 
that genre of music. Benu's 
versatility is evident through his 
immaculate renditions of Nazrul, 
Tagore and classic Bangla 
songs. The artiste's new album, 
Bha lobash ibey  Bo ley  was  
released on August 21 at the 
Bengal Shilpalaya, Dhanmondi.

P r e s e n t e d  b y  B e n g a l  
Foundat ion, this is Benu's 
second album. About the lengthy 
gap between his first and latest 
album, he says, "Even though 
I've been away from the country, 
in London, I've tried to find 
producers for my album but the 
response I received was 'You're a 
great artiste but there is no 
audience for the type of songs 
y o u  p e r f o r m ' .  M y  f r i e n d  
Asaduzzaman Noor suggested 
that I should contact Bengal 
Foundation regarding my album 
and I'm glad that I did."

Benu was also a member of 
the group of artistes who went 
from one refugee camp to 
another during the Liberation 
War to motivate the people. His 
contemporaries and people who 
had survived the War sti l l  
remember his contribution to the 
movement. During his speech, 
when classical music exponent 
Azad Rahman requested the 
artiste to come back to Bangla-
desh for good, an emotional 
Benu couldn't hold back his 
tears and said, "It breaks my 
heart to see the current state of 

my country, it truly does. I would 
try to return home permanently 
as my family and friends are still 
here." 

Before his performance, the 

artiste explained that the songs in 
his album are Nazrul songs that 
are not widely known and classic 
Bangla songs that had influenced 
Nazrul .  He started wi th a 

devotional piece, translated from 
Sanskr i t .  The compos i t ion  
n a r r a t e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
be tween  the  C rea to r  and  
mankind. 

Chief guest of the event, actor 
Aly Zaker said in his speech, 
"Artistes are the conscience of a 
nation and Benu's voice has 
always influenced us profoundly. 
I hope his new album will be well 
received." 

Resuming his performance, 
the artiste rendered a composi-
tion based on Raaga Shankara, 
followed by a Nazrul song Tomar 
beena tar-er. The latter is based 
on Raaga Khamaaj. Benu then 
rendered Jarey haath diye mala 
ditey paro nai and a Nazrul song 
Bhoriya poraan shunitechhi 
gaan--a fusion of Raaga Behaag 
and Vasanta (the traditional 
style). Following that, the artiste 
performed Amar jibon nodir 
padey. Nidhubabu's romantic 
song Bhalobashibey boley was 
rendered next.  Benu said,  
"Nidhubabu's romantic songs 
were introduced at a time when 
devotional songs were reigning 
supreme. Quite a few people 
didn't take to the songs too 
kindly."

T h e  a r t i s t e  e n d e d  h i s  
performance with Ami jogot-er 
kachhey ghrinnyo hoyechhi, 
tumi jano ghrina koro na, a 
Raaga Bhairavi based number 
a n d  " a n  i m m o r t a l  s o n g "  
according to him.

Shujeo Shyam is the music 
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  a l b u m ,  
Bhalobashibey Boley. The album 
has 12 tracks.
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All programmes are in local time. 
The Daily Star will not be responsible 
for any change in the programme. 

News Bulletin News Bulletin 
BTV
News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55 
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00 
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00 
pm.8:00 pm.

News  (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.

Late Night News (Bangla and English) 
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i 
News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am, 
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm, 
12:15 am.

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and 
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA
News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am. 
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm. 
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and 
English )  at 11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00 
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm. 
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv
News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am. 
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm.  5:00 
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and 
English )  at 11:30 pm. 

TARA BANGLA
News  Headlines (Bangla)  at 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30 
pm.

BBC WORLD
Every hour on the hour

TV GUIDE

PICK OF THE DAY

Bad Boys 2
On HBO at 9:30 p.m.
Genre: Action/ Comedy
Cast: Will Smith, Martin Lawrence

Poribar O Ekti Company
On Channel-i at 7:50 p.m.
Genre: Drama Serial
Cast: Aly Zaker, Aupi Karim, Intekhab Dinar

CULTURAL FEAST

Theatre Festival
Title: Moliere Festival

Venue: Alliance Francaise, Dhanmondi

Date: August 24-26, at 7pm everyday

Schedule 

August 24 George Dandin

August 25 Pejgee

August 26 Bauder Pathshala

Theatre
Group: Centre for Asian Theatre

Venue: Goethe-Institut, House 10, 
Road 9, Dhanmondi

Date: September 24-26, at 7pm 
everyday

Schedule
September 24           The Mission
September 25            Metamorphosis
September 26            Mukhosh

Cultural Evening
Occasion: The 60th birth anniversary 
of Jibon Chowdhury

Venue: National Museum Auditorium, 
Shahbagh

Date: August 23, at 5pm

Premiere 
Title: Enechhi Shurjer Hashi

Organiser: NGO Service Delivery 
Programme

Venue: Ballroom, Pan Pacific 
Sonargaon Hotel

Date: August 29, at 7pm

Musical Soiree 
Title: Classical Music

Organiser: Shuddha Sangeet Proshar 

Goshthi  

Artist:. Zabir Imam Khan Shahi and 

Karim Shahabuddin

Venue: Biswa Shahitya Kendra

Date: August 25, 7 pm

Film Festival
Organiser: High Commission of India

Venue: Auditorium, High Commission of 

India, House 25, Road 96, Gulshan 2

Date: August 12-29, at 6pm everyday

Schedule

August 26 Roja

August 29 Bariwali

Title: British Animation Awards Film 

Festival

Organiser: British Council

Venue: British Council, 5, Fuller Road

Date: August 22-26, at 6pm everyday

Exhibition
Artist: Murtaza Basir

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, 

Dhanmondi

Date: August 17-31

Title: Romance with Nature

Artist: KMA Quayyum

Venue: Saju Art Gallery

Date: August 14-23

Title: Shato Borsher Dhaka

Venue: Gallery Shilpangan

Date: August 11- 25, 10 am to 1 pm and 

5 pm to 8 pm

Occasion: 1000th anniversary of the 

capital of the Republic of Tatarstan, 

Russia- the city of Kazan

Venue: Russian Cultural Centre, 

Dhanmondi

Date: August 28- September 03

Mahmudur Rahman returns 
with a  new album 

Singer India.Arie is hoping viewers will be 
moved to action after watching VH1's 
upcoming documentary, Tracking the 
Monster, in which she and actress Ashley 
Judd visit separate African countries 
grappling with the plight of AIDS.

"It's what the power of this piece is, 
because I intellectually heard the numbers 
and knew that Africa was being devastated. 
When you see it though, you only see a portion 
of it. To get the real picture you have to multiply 
it in your mind," the singer said after a private 
screening of the film. "Seeing it just made it 
much more real."

While Judd visited the island of Madagas-
car and talked with women in prostitution 
about safe sex, India.Arie went to poverty-
stricken sections of Kenya and met with 
people infected with AIDS or the HIV-virus 
and comforted children orphaned by the 
disease.

In one heartbreaking scene, the singer 
asks a 14-year-old girl if she could have 
anything in the world, what would she want. 
The girl, an orphan, says she wants to come 
home with her, and bursts into tears.

The singer says she's frustrated the 
continent hasn't received more help in its 
fight against AIDS: "It's not fair that people 

ignore AIDS in Africa because it's Africa." 
The experience has inspired India.Arie to 
write songs about the devastating disease. 
Some of them will be featured on her new, 
dual-album project; one will be released in 
the fall and another a few months later.

The artiste famed for her chart-topping 
light-hearted song Can I walk with you, thinks 
the new material may lead people to criticise 
her for being too idealistic, but she really 
doesn't care.

Source: AP

Talented model turned actress Tania Ahmed's 
career spans over a decade. Her outstanding 
performances in TV plays and feature films 
make her a prominent name in the entertain-
ment world. Recently she shared her ideas, 
experiences, thoughts and plans about her 
career and the entertainment media with the 
cultural correspondent of The Daily Star.

Any interesting experience?
In the TV play Sekku Sekandar, I played the role of 

Jayanto Chattyapadhyay's wife.  Jayanto is a very 
interesting and humorous person. In one sequence, 
he was supposed to call me names after sipping his 
'daal'. Although he usually sports a moustache and 
beard, at the time of the shooting he was clean-
shaven. Consequently he had to wear a false 
moustache for his role.

When the director said, "Rolling! Camera! Action!" 
Jayanto took a sip from the bowl and began to yell at 
me. However, instead of crying, I laughed at the top of 
my lungs because when I looked at him he was minus 
his fake moustache--which he had dropped into his 
bowl! Everybody else in the set burst into laughter! 
When he tried to put on the wet mustache again, the 
glue had dried up and he could not put it back. The 
make-up artiste had to arrange a new moustache for 
him 

Do you have any reservations about the roles 
you play?

I have played many roles--from a glamorous young 
girl to a dying old woman, an aristocrat lady to a 
courtesan. As an actress I am ready to act in any role 
that would further my career.  

What is the best dialogue you have delivered?

In the TV serial Ronger Manush, I played Manjela 
and had a habit of saying, "I am very angry, I can hit 
you anytime," in the Manikganj dialect. My little fans 
used to enjoy this dialogue and always requested me 
to recount these lines.

What is your real self?
I am simple at heart. I never bother about what 

people will think about me. I always say what I believe 
is true. I do get into trouble every now and then 
because of my outspokenness.

Do you have any hidden talent?
Since my teens I have been an expert in the art of 

bridal make up.  My neighbours and friends used to 
take me to distant places to do the bridal make up. I 
guess one can say I'm a make-up artist.

Who are your role models?
My all time favourites are Jaya Bhaduri, Sophia 

Loren, Julia Roberts and Kabori Sarwar.
In which film have you given your breakthrough 

performance?
Humayun Ahmed's film Shyamolchhaya, Sohanur 

Rahman Sohan's Swajon and Biswaroner Nadi.
Your dream role
My long-standing dream is to play Labonya of 

Shesher Kobita. On the whole, as I said, I have given 
up dreaming because I have been disappointed 
before. 

What is your most treasured possession?
It's my heart, which is full of love and desire…
What do you think are the basic qualities of an 

actress?
She must be a good human being with a pure heart. 

Observation power and a strong personality should go 
along with these qualities. 

ILLUSTRATION: DEEPITA

Tracking the Monster 
A documentary on AIDS 

New TV serial Megh Rang Meye
The Rolling Stones launched into 
Start Me Up to kick off their latest 
North American tour at Boston's 
historic Fenway Park, a fitting venue 
and fitting opening song for the aging 
but irrepressible rockers.

Mick Jagger appeared as spry as 
ever, strutting across the giant stage.

"It's great to be back in Boston," 
the 62-year-old lead singer told the 
crowd last Sunday night.

It's been 43 years since the 
Stones first took shape and three 
years since they launched their Forty 
Licks world tour, which many 
mistakenly believed would be the 
last for Jagger, Keith Richards and 
the crew.

On Sunday, fans across the age 
spectrum converged on the baseball 
stadium for the concert, many in T-
shirts emblazoned with the band's 
trademark lips and tongue logo.

The Stones opened with classics 
Start me up, You got me rocking, 
Shattered and Tumbling dice, before 
playing Rough Justice, a song from 
their soon-to-be-released album, A 
Bigger Bang.

The 37-city tour gives the new 
album plenty of exposure. It hits US 
stores September 6, and with 16 
tracks, it's the Stones' longest studio 
album since the 18-song Exile on 
Main Street in 1972.

The tour may well test the band's 

stamina. The three remaining 
original Stones -- Jagger, Richards 
and drummer Charlie Watts -- are 
62, 61 and 64 respectively. Guitarist 
Ron Wood, now going on 30 years 
touring with the band, is the baby of 
the bunch at 58.

Sixty-something or not, the 
Stones aren't having trouble selling 
tickets, even with prices ranging up 
to $400 in some venues.

Source: Internet

Stones keep rolling
CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT 

Promising director Taher Shipon has directed 
playwright Masum Reza's 26-episode TV serial 
Megh Rang Meye, which will be aired on ntv in 
October.

Shipon said, "Though Masum Reza lives in 
London, during his last visit he gave me scripts 
of 10-episodes of the serial. He completed 
scripts for the rest of the episodes in England."

On the plot of the serial, Shipon said, "The 
play follows the Western trend. Megh Rang 

Meye is a love story with a twist. Sadrul Pasha, 
a young artist, is in love with a mysterious girl 
named Meghla, but simultaneously he is after 
the money of another girl named Mouri. At one 
stage Pasha kills Meghla and intends to marry 
Mouri. When his wrongdoing is unveiled, the 
play veers to a tragic end."

Shahed Sharif Khan performs the role of 
Sadrul Pasha in the play. Aly Zaker, Ahmed 
Reza Rubel, Joya Ahsan, Tanvin Sweety are in 
the other major roles in Megh Rang Meye.

India.Arie singing to African children

Shahed and Joya in the play

"Instead of 
crying, I laughed 
at the top of my 

lungs as 
Jayanto was 

minus his fake 
moustache!"

--- Tania

Mahmudur Rahman performing at the event

BTV
08:40       Bishwa Protidin
09:00      Satellite Programme
12:30  Shasthya Tathya 
01:30   Educational 

Programme
02:05   Computer round
02:30   Darpan
03:05   Selected Programme
04:05   Shangeeta
04:30   Prottashar Alo
05:05  Probash Mela
05:30  Talk Show
06:35  Chittagong 

Programmes
07:00  News Headlines, 

Weather forecast, 
Share Market

07:05  Quiz Quiz
07:30  Musical Programme
08:30   Home Circus
09:25  Drama Serial: 

Arshinagar
10:25  Teknaf Theke Tatulia 
10:30  Soanli Shokal
12:05  Satellite Programme

CHANNEL i 
09:30 Shongbad Potrey 

Bangladesh 
09:45 Tritio Matra
10:30 Grameen Phone 

Cricket Online
11:30 Aamar Chhobi
12:30 Aaj Dupurey
01:00 Ebong Cinemar Gaan 
01:25 Public Reaction
02:40 Special Programme
04:45 Sa Re Ga Ma 
05:30 i Sports 
06:00 Music Plus
06:30 i-speed
07:50 Drama Serial: Poribar 

O Ekti Company
08:25 Drama Serial: Ek 

Akasher Tara
09:35 Drama Serial: 

Chalchhe Chalbey
10:00 Close-up Juke Box

ntv 
08:35 Aajker Shokal
09:05 Drama Serial: Bela 

Bhumi
09:30 Crime Watch
10:05 Bhinyo Swader 

Khabor 
10:30 Shajghar
11:00 Chhobir Gaan
11:30  Gombhira
12:02 Sigle Episode Play
02:30 Drama Serial: Jhut 

Jhamela
03:15 Tifiner Fankey 
03:40 Drama serial: Akash 

choya
04:25 Gallery
05:20 Apnar Jigyasha
06:20 Shubho Shondhya
06:50  Frankly speaking
08:25 Drama Serial: Bela 

Bhumi
09:20 Nupur
10:00 Drama Serial: 

Rangchhut
11:25 Dindarpan

ATN BANGLA 
10:30 Talk Show: 

Annodrishti
11:05 Drama Serial: Mohona 
11:35 Business this Week
12:15 Amar Computer 
12:50 Musical Programme
01:25 Cine Gaan
02:30 Drama Serial: 

Ghunpoka
03:15 Drama Serial: O Amar 

Chokkhu Nai
03:45 Drama Serial: Bhawal 

Raja Shannyashi
04:15 Shomoshamoyik
05:10 Nari 
05:45 Islami Sawal Jawab
06:20 Aynar Shamney 
08:00 Drama Serial: 

Shukhnagar 
Apartment 

08:30  Drama Serial: Farary 

Siren
09:00 ATN Taroka (acting)
10:30  Musical Programme

HBO
8:15 Identity
10:00 I Q
12:00 The Sum of All Fears
2:30 Event Horizon
4:30 HBO Sneak Peek: 

Bad Boys II 
5:00 Presumed Innocent
7:30 Tremors II Aftershocks
9:30 Bad Boys II
12:15 Tales from The Crypt 

41: The Bribe
1:00 On Deadly Ground

STAR MOVIES
08:25 The Mummy
10:30 Species 2 

12:00 Les Miserables 
02:15 Father Of The Bride 

Part Ii 
04:05 Grosse Pointe Blank
06:00 Laws Of Attraction  
07:35 Drumline
09:35 The Hand That Rocks 

The Cradle
11:30 Species 2 
01:00 Jill Rips

STAR PLUS
11:00 Meri Saheli     
11:30 Shanti 
12:00 Tedhe Medhe Sapney       
12:30 Hit Filmein Hit 

Sangeet- 20 M     
01:00 Kasautii Zindagii Kay    
01:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 

Bandhan         
02:00 Bhabhi 

02:30 Kesar  
03:00 Saarrthi        
03:30 Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 

Bahu Thi    
04:00 Kahiin To Hoga  
04:30 K.Street Pali Hill       
05:00 Telebrands      
05:30 Hit Filmein Hit Sangeet- 

20 M     
06:00  Shaadi Number One        
06:30 Aladdin         
07:00 Kim Possible    
07:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 

Bandhan         
08:00 Princess 

Dollieauruskamagicbag    
08:30 Dekhho Magar Pyar Se     
09:00 Kasautii Zindagii Kay    
09:30 Miilee 
10:00 Kavyanjali      

10:30 Kahaani Ghar Ghar Kii    
11:00 Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi 

Bahu Thi    
11:30 Kahiin To Hoga  
12:00 K.Street Pali Hill

STAR WORLD
11:00 Yes Dear        
11:30 Wonderfalls     
12:30 Still Standing  
01:30 Becker 
01:30 The A Team      
02:30 Oprah Winfrey Show       
03:30 Bold And Beautiful       
04:30 Hollywood Squares        
05:00 Whose Line Is It 

Anyway  
05:30 Buffy The Vampire 

Slayer 
06:30 The Simpsons    
07:00 That 70s Show   

07:30 Friends         
08:00 Newsradio       
08:30 Ed     
09:30 Rockstar: Inxs  
10:00 The Simple Life 
10:30 Tru Calling     
11:30 Newsradio       
12:00 Friends

ANIMAL PLANET
11:30 Growing Up Wild 

Cheetahs
12:30 The Planet's Funniest 

Animals
01:00 Pet Powers Incredible 

Journeys
01:30 Amazing Animal Videos
02:00 Amazing Animal Videos
02:30 The Protectors
03:30 The Protectors Animal 

Precinct
04:30 Growing Up Wild 

Cheetahs
05:30 The Jeff Corwin 

Experience  
06:30 The Planet's Funniest 

Animals
07:00 Pet Powers
07:30 Amazing Animal Videos
08:00 Amazing Animal Videos
08:30 The Protectors Serial 

Killer Python
09:30 The Protectors 
10:30 Growing Up Wild 
11:30 Animals A-Z 
12:00 Animals A-Z 

DISCOVERY
10:30 Wild Discovery  
11:30 Great Leaders Kennedy
12:30 Colour of War Wrath
01:30 Space and Universe 

Moon Power
02:30 FBI Files 
03;30 Kitchen Chemistry 

Chocolate
04:00 Fat Free Change
04:30 Wild Discovery 
05:30 Operation Junkyard 

06:00 Splat  
06:30 Man and Machine 
07:30 Wild Discovery 
08:30 Ten Years Younger  
09:30 Classic Discovery
10:30 Extreme Machines 
11:30 New Detectives

STAR SPORTS 
09:00 Hitz    (R)
09:30 Motorcycle 

Programming Final 
10:30 Usga Golf Walker Cup 

2005 
12:30 English Premier 

Football League 
2:30 Gillette World Sports 

Special 
03:00 Team India 

Programming India 
Glorious   (R) 

04:30 Tna Wrestling 
Programming Tna 
Wrestling   (R) 

05:30 Extreme Programming 
Wild Spirits 2005/06   
(T)  

06:00 The Rugby Show    (T)  
06:30 Gillette World Sports 

Special 
07:00 Tna Wrestling 

Programming 
08:00 The Golf Club 
08:30 Super Spells 
09:00 Tri-Series England Vs 

Australia 8th Odi 
Highlights(T)  

10:30 Tna Wrestling 
Programming Tna 
Wrestling   (R) 

11:30 Classic Boxing Gene 
Fullmer V Sugar Ray 
Robinson   (R)

12:25 Super Spells 

ESPN
08:00 English Premier 

Football League 

10:00 English Premier 
Football League 
Tottenham Hotspur Vs 
Middlesbrough (T)

12:00 Figure Skating 2005 
State Farm U.S. Figure 
Skating   Mens & Ladies 
Short Programs(R) 

02:00 Great Outdoor Games 
Espn Great Outdoor 
Games   (R) 

04:00 English Premier League 
Highlights    (R) 

05:00 Football Focus    (L) 
06:00 Great Outdoor Games 
08:00 Icc Cricket World    (R) 
08:30 Sportscenter 

Sportscenter India   (L) 
09:00 Cricket Gold    (R)  
11:00 Super Spells Super 

Spells With Wasim 
Akram   (T) 

11:30 Sports center India   (R) 
12:00 Sports center Asia   (S)

TEN SPORTS
08:00  Gamer TV
10:00 WWE Raw
10:30 This Week in Review
11:30 FIM Speedway World 

Cup : Great Britain
12:00 Athletic World Show
02:00 Carribean Classics
03:00 Italian League 

Highlights: Ep 3
03:30 ATP Tennis
04:30 Trans World Sports
05:00 Gamer TV
05:30 Gillette World Sport
07:30 WWE Smackdown
08:00 Gamer TV
09:00 FIM Speedway World 

Cup: Sweden
09:30 World Rally
10:00 Great Centuries
11:00 German League 

Highlights : Ep 2
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