No scope for extremism

LA e

N 1',a.\‘ po

v.rm.l.thedmlystar.ml.

in the name of Islam

Stresses PM, assures businessmen of actions against bombers

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Export-oriented garment and textile
sector leaders yesterday told the
prime minister that most of the
prospective foreign buyers have
cancelled their recent scheduled
visits to Bangladesh due to the
August 17 countrywide blasts.

They said buyers are observing
the post-bombing scenario cau-
tiously and are likely to shift their
focus from Bangladesh to other
alternative markets for their
outsourcing destinations if the
situation worsens.

The leaders of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA),
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers

and Exporters Association (BKMEA)
and Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA), who called on
the PM at heroffice, urged her to take
immediate steps to amrest the perpe-
trators of the explosions.

The prime ministertold them the
government will take immediate
steps to arrestthe offendersand take
stern actions against them,

"Bangladesh is a moderate
Muslim country and there is no
scope for practising extremism in
the name of Islam,” sources quoted
the prime ministeras saying.

She added that the blasts were
made at a time when Bangladesh is
making good progress in attaining
desired economic growth and
attracting foreigninvestment.

The textile sector leaders,
expressing their anxiety, said if the
offenders cannot be identified and
go unpunished, the situation would
gooutofcontrol.

The three premier apparel sector
bodies called upon the government
and the main opposition to work
together for upholding the country's
image amid this crisis.

Khaleda also urged the leaders of
the opposition parties to work
together for identifying the "ene-
miesofthenation.”

The textile sector leaders have
plans to arrange a dialogue between
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and the
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina to discuss the national crisis
emanating from the August 17

blasts, sources said.

Earlierata joint press conference
of the three organisations, BGMEA
President Annisul Huq said recur-
rence of such bombings may label
Bangladesh as a termorism-prone
country and can even linkit to inter-
national terrorism.

"The government and the oppo-
sition parties must come forward to
identify the culprits and punish
them, giving up the blame-game
practice,” BKMEA President Fazlul
Haque said, reading out a joint
statementat the press conference.

Such destructive activities will
not only hamper smooth produc-
tion at factories, affecting the coun-
try's overall’ exports, but will also
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INSIDE THE MILITANT GROUPS-3

Extremists get trained in
armed combat

ZAYADUL AHSAN

On January 22, 2001, Chittagong
_police held Salumullah Selim, a 45-
year-old man, from a residence in
the port city, On interrogation, they
learned the taie nature of his iden-
tity -- he'is the army chief of an
Arakan militant outfit called Arakan
~Rogingya. Nitiopal Organisation
(ARNO]). Records showed he. was
proviously arrestedin 2000.
More quizzing brought out
further startling information. He

admitted to police that he trained
local madrasa students in armed
combat. According to him, more
trainers from African and Middle
Eastern countries frequently wvisit
Bangladesh to train' local Islamist
militants.

Away in the forcst of Bandarban,

police followed a narrow trail
through rows of betel nut trees. The
forest, about 25km from the town,
wias dense and dark. One had to walk
for two and'a halfl hours and'cross
two streams and hillocks to reacha

thatched structure.

The hut is a madrasa. Boys take
religious Jessons. during the day;
night turnsitinto a militant camp to
train the same madrasa students in
arms and explosives:

This was one of.the many
madrasas that militants use as
training centres, Three of themwere
sealed by the govemmenl alter
police raids found dummy rifles for
training. They have mustered
enough capability to create a dan-
gerous situation, a Special Branch

report in 2003 warned.
Amorerevealing comment came

- from Saved Kawsar Husain Siddiki,

chairman of now banned militant
group Shahadat Al Higma. On
February 8, 2003, be said in a press
conference in Rajshahi that Higma
arranges arms training to its metn-
bers,

LOur commindo  fighters  can
conduct an attack at any place in 24
hours,” Kawsar boasted. He, was
later arrested in a sedition case for

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

FILE PHOTO

Abandoned equipmentand signboard of a fake farm project, left, ata militant hideoutin remote Mulatali area under Hathazari upazila in Chittagona; file photo
of amilitanttraining camp, Hght, inthe Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Charge sheet in
Aug 21 carnage
case soon

Bhuiyan tells
party rally

STAFE CORRESPONDENT!

The charge sheet in the August 21
grenade attacks on an’ Awami
League (AL) rally last year will be
submitted in a few days, BNP
Secretary General and LGRD

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

JS session begins
on Sept 8

STAER CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Sangsad goes into its
routine session on September 8 1o
meet the constitutional obligation,
ignoring demands for a special
session to discuss the August 17

countrywide bomb attacks.
President Iajuddin Ahmed yes-
terday summoned the 19th session
of the House at 5:00pm. The
SEE PAGE 15COL 6

Islamabad asks
Dhaka not to
send madrasa
students

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Islamabad has asked Dhaka not to
send madrasa students to Pakistan
for higher studies, said a highly
placed source at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairsyesterday.

This was conveyed to Foreign
Secretary Memayetuddin, who
visited Islamabad on August 19-20
to attend the annual foreign office
consultations.

The source sald President Perves
Musharraf himself asked the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

COMMENT ON BLASTS
Dr Kamal demands
resignation of

minister
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Jativa Oikya Mancha President Dr
Kamal Hossain yesterday
demanded resignation of one of the
two cabinet ministers who made
contradictory remarks on' the
August 17 countrywide serial bomb
blasts.

"In the parliamentary system of
democmcy two cabinet ministers
can not give contradictory state-
ments, So the prime minister should
investigale who is right and who is
wrong: The minister who is wrong
should resign within 24 hours,” Dr
Kamaltold ata joint press conference

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

SECOND EDITION

PHOTO! STAR

Ruling BNP holds a rally at Muktangan in the capital yesterday to protest against the August 17 countrywide

bomb blasts.

Islamic Foundation
ex-official held at ZIA

Link to Islamist militants suspected

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday arrested
former Islamic Foundation director
Moulana Fanduddin Masud, off-
loading him from an Emirates flight
at Zia International Airport on
suspicion of his links to an Islamist
militant network.

| Soutees in the law enforcement
agencies said heis suspected to have

a connection with the August 17
blasts.

Masud, who was on the way to
London, was amested at around
10:00am by the Immigration Police
under high-level government
instruction.

However, the government is
playing hush-hush on the arrest. Itis
not. clear now which law enforce-
ment agency has taken him into

custody.

When contacted, the immigra-
tion officials at ZIA expressed their
ignorance about Masud's arrest. The
officer in charge ofthe Airport Police
Station also gave a similar response
to The Daily Star.

But intelligence sources point
outthatafter theimmigration police
arrested him, Masudwas takento an,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Bounty for JMB's
Abdur Rahman

Gout finally orders his arrest

SHARIER KHAN

Initially confined to blaming Awarmi
League for the August 17 blasts, the
government has finally identified
Jama'aml Mujahideen Bangladesh
(IMB) leader Abdur Rahmanas atop
threal to the country and ordered
the law enforcers to arrest him "at
anycost".

A competent source in the Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) said that the
government is now ready to pay
several lakh taka for leads about the

possible hideout of Abdur Rahman,
the mastermind behind the near
simultaneous blasts of Wednesday:
"The evidence against Rahman
and JMB is too overwhelming to be
lulled into the false sense that they
constitute no threat,” said a source.
So far, all the arrested JMB men have
given identical confessions, saying
that Abdur Rahman had orches-
trated the attacks.
"Now, we dare nat conducting the
investigation from an anti-Awami
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Probe in right
direction, says
Babar

BDNEWS, Dhaka

The State Minister for Home
Lutfozzaman Babar yesterday said
the investigation into the serial
bomb blasts is progressing in the
right direction.

He held a series of meetings wlth
the high-ups of law enforcement
agencies and intelligence officials
and discussed about the progress of
the blasts at his office.

Meanwhile, the Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Abdul
Qaiyyum, ata postmeeting briefing,
told journalists that they have
received a lot of information from

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Morshed has no
info about US
expert in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The foreign ministry has no knowl-
edge about the arrival of any US
explosives expert in'Dhaka to assist
the intelligence agencies in investi-
gating the August 17 seral bomb
blasts.

According to newspaper reports,
US explosives expert James Dalton
Telfer came to Dhaka on Sunday to
assist the Directorate General of
Forces Intelligence (DGFI).

When asked, Foreign Minister M
Morshed Khan yesterday said, "1
have no knowledge about this...]
sawitin thenewspaper.”

He said the foreign ministry has

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Three Khulna
journos get
death threat

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Three journalists of Khulna yester-
day received death threats allegedly
from an extremist.

The three journalists are Shaikh
Abu Hasan, president of Khulna
Press Glub and Khulna bureau chief
of the daily Prothom Alo, Liaguat Ali,
editor of the daily Purbanchal and
Rafiul' Islam Tutul, Khulna corre-
spondentofThe News Today.

Two DISTS IN KHULNA

Massive hunt for
blasts coordinator

STAR REPORT

Law enforcers have started a mas-
sive hunt to nab a man, who coordi-
nated the bomb attacks in two
districts of Khulna division, an.
investigatorsaid.

Soon after four armestees men-
tioned his name during interroga-
tion at the JIC (Joint Interrogation
Cell), members of law enforcement
and intelligence agencies started
operation totraphim,

Anothersource however told The
Daily Star at 9:20pm yesterday

possibly the coordinator has already
been nabbed and is on way to
Dhaka.

He would be presented before
the four arrestees to verify him and
hisrole inthe August 17 blasts.

The source said two arrestees
from Satkhira and two others from
Kushtia admitted at the JIC the man
was in charge of coordination and
supplying bombs.

"[twill be asignificant progressin
investigation if the arrestees can
identify the coordinator,” the inves-
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gunned down

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Criminals gunned down a Dhaka
Electricity Supply Authorities (Desa)
employee and wounded another iny
front of the Desa office at Lalbagh
yesterday.

Abdul' Khalek, 55, a drver of
Desa, was handing over the Keys to
his vehicle to the on-duty driver
Touhidur Rahman Munna in front
their office at Noor Fattah Lane
when an unknown youth shot them
bothataround 3:30pm.

"1 was taking the keys when the
youth, aged around 30, wearing a
shirt and trousers, aimed a pistol at
Khalek," saidinjured Touhid.

"The youth shot Khalek in the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

The three journalists received | S

three computer composed letters at
around 7:30pmat Khitlna Press Club
sent by one Mahmud Hasan in
which they were threatened with

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

PHOTO: STAR

Leader of the Oppasition Sheikh Hasina holds the baby of Belal Hossain, killed in
August21 grenade attacks, while his wife, left, wails as they met Hasinayesterday.

AUG 21 BLASTS
Hasina demands
int'l probe

UNB, Dhiaka

Opposition leader Sheikh Hasina
has once again demanded a fair and
neutral international investigation
into the August 21 grenade attacks
on herrally.

"As the government had com-
plicity in the grenade attack, it
destroyed all the evidence and
didn'thelp the foreign investigation
teams," shealleged.

Hasina made the pungent
remarks when the family members
ol those slain and crtically injured
in the August 21, 2004 grenade
atiacks on the Awami League (AL)

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Smus Broadband mtraduces F!ber Opttc. _
Select video from our server and watch it whenever you want.

Stiius Broodband \BD] 11d. House: 134 Road:12,Block: £ Bononi-1213, Phore: 9891643- 5. 9B63047-8, 0171-945100 weh: wwnwsinivshrocdbond com
Distributors: Gulshan: Mol Satellite System (9895301); Bunai: FATIHAH (0152-347588); Baridhoro: Plens Sftware {0191-491905); Motiitiee), #aghtiazor (7119451, 9552533

[



