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Arrested extremists going 
scot-free
Weak prosecution wrecks cases

W
E are troubled by the report appearing in a leading 
Bangla daily stating that many Islamic militants 
who were arrested repeatedly, some of them red-

handed, have been let off every time they were arrested. This 
was because either there was 'lack of evidence' or the evi-
dence was not properly recorded while the case was being 
prepared. In some cases, names of the accused were 
dropped from the final report of the police. A case in point is 
that of Bangla Bhai who, as reported, was arrested with some 
of his associates twice, in 2002 and 2003, but were inexplica-
bly let off because of the weak case prepared by the police, 
either deliberately or perhaps under pressure from the top. 
This is something that even the concerned police super of the 
district appeared to have taken cognizance of, and we are 
given to understand that departmental proceedings are being 
initiated against the errant IO.   

The report also brings to light the fact that some of the mili-
thtants arrested in connection with the 17  Aug bombings had 

been arrested previously but subsequently let off due to the 
inherent lacunae in presenting the case for prosecution.  

This is where our concern lies. Because it is difficult, read-
ing the report, not to form the impression that there might 
have been a degree of complicity of the administration in 
seeing that these militants went free. The apprehensions that 
were expressed in the media many times in the past, that 
there is a great deal of pressure on the investigating agency 
by the people at the helms of affairs may not be unfounded 
either. Some have conceded that the process of investigation 
gets derailed as the merit of the cases is diluted because of 
political interference from the top. Particularly, the investigat-
ing agencies are demotivated to pursue a case when they 
find ministers and senior leaders in the government repeat-
edly denying the existence of religious militants in the coun-
try, terming it as media propaganda. 

Unless the process of investigation is depoliticised, we will 
not be able to get to the bottom of any of the bombing inci-

thdents, far less the incidents of 17  August.

New low in police discipline
Cops as arms dealers

W
E are extremely concerned over the seizure of 
some smuggled AK47 rifles, linked to the yet unre-
solved Chittagong arms haul, biggest-ever in the 

country, from two police sergeants who have been taken into 
custody with their two 'criminal' accomplices in Chittagong on 
Saturday. It goes to reinforce the impression that the ranks of 
the wayward among law enforcers are increasing and the 
types of crimes they have started indulging in were thought to 
have been the exclusive preserve of hardcore criminals so 
far. 

What is even more worrisome is the fact that not only the 
two cops were in possession of AK47 rifles, they were also 
important witnesses in the sensational case relating to10 
truckloads of arms hauled up at the Chittagong Urea Fertilizer 
Factory jetty last year.

And that's not all -- some of the AK47s they possessed, six 
to be precise, reportedly went into the hands of a notorious 
criminal who is a close aide of a top Shibir cadre. Such deal-
ing in weapons by police officials gets our hackles up as to 
how much more of the arms seized in Chittagong might have 
been spirited away to the underworld caches!

We must congratulate Rab on their intrepid handling in this 
case, because had they not arrested Akash with an AK47 and 
their subsequent investigation not led to the disclosure about 
the two police sergeants' involvement in the dealings, the 
latter probably would have been still  roaming. This thought 
undoubtedly troubles us a lot. 

It also brings the main issue to the fore viz. the irresolution 
of the whole arms haul case which reflects a gross failure on 
the part of the authorities. It also raises our suspicion about 
some law enforcers' involvement in the proliferation of weap-
ons as purveyors and distributors of illegal arms. There does 
not seem to exist any specific mechanism for ensuring trans-
parency and accountability of forces in respect of handling 
arms and ammunition after their seizures! We, therefore, see 
an impelling necessity for the authorities to put appropriate 
measures in place to avert recurrence of such rabid criminal 
behaviour on the part of those who are supposed to be pro-
viding security to society.

T
HE European Union has so 
far survived crisis after 
crisis on sheer brinkman-

s h i p .  T h e  b l o c ' s  s k i l f u l  
policymakers are master crafts-
men of political compromises 
which have kept the EU on track 
for over five decades by applying 
first aid remedies and quick fix 
solutions. But in the meantime the 
internal discord of the organisation 
only deepened. Indeed the EU has 
been plunged into unprecedented 
disarray following failure by the 
bloc's leaders at a recent summit 
to endorse a new seven-year 
financial blueprint for the 25 
nations. The budget collapse, 
coming only weeks after stinging 
rejection of first ever EU constitu-
tion by French and Dutch voters is 
a powerful blow to the EU's hopes 
of becoming a power and a coun-
ter-weight to the United States.

"We are in deep crisis… we 
have failed", said Luxembourg 
prime minister, Jean Claude 
Junker whose country had still 

been the EU president. After the 
failed summit the European com-
mission President Manuel Barroso 
admitted dejectedly, "We are 
certainly not in good shape". 
Inevitably the summit collapse 
was followed by a spate of accus-
ing statements by EU leaders 
seeking to prove that they were 
not personally responsible for the 
failure.

German chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder blamed the summit 
debacle on the hardline stance 
taken by Britain which refused to 
accept any change in its 4.6 bn 
euro annual budget rebate and the 
Netherlands which demanded a 
radical cut in its contribution to EU 
coffers.  French president Jaques 
Chirac was adamant that British 
prime minister Tony Blair's stub-
born stance on the rebate was the 
sole reason for summit debacle. 
Blair in turn said he could have 
accepted a review of London's 

budget refund if France, a major 
beneficiary of EU farm subsidies 
had agreed to slash the bloc's 
expenditure on agriculture. Farm 
spending currently takes up 40 per 
cent of the EU budget.

The recrimination and bad-
tempered exchanges among the 
EU leaders are likely to continue 
for months. But the problems 
besetting the EU are not just the 
fault of this or that nation. A visibly 

dejected Junker told reporters that 
the summit fiasco war in fact the 
result of a widening philosophical 
gulf created among the EU's prom-
inent members. Some nations 
want to build politically integrated 
EU while others are content with 
big free trading common market.

The Luxembourg Prime Minis-
ter accused Britain of ensuring a 
complete reorientation of the EU's 
economic policy by revamping the 
budget. For his part Britain's for-
eign secretary Jack Straw blamed 

the summit's collapse on the 
member countries that are trapped 
in the past and refuse to reform 
their economies. But he agreed 
that Europe was divided and the 
division was based on whether 
you wanted a European Union that 
would be able to cope with the 
future or one that would be 
"trapped in the past." According to 
Blair EU needed a thorough 
debate on where its funding 

should go in 21st century and 
called for redirecting moves 
towards biotechnology, high-tech 
and education. Blair claimed that 
his ideas concerned modernisa-
tion and not any ideology. If not all 
some nations like Netherlands and 
Sweden favoured Blair's ideas and 
demanded throughout the summit 
a budget revamp before they 
would give any spending plan a 
green light.

The economic divide in the EU 
is really between Blair's liberal 

reforms and deregulation and the 
social welfare model espoused by 
France and Germany. The gap 
between the two is unlikely to be 
bridged anytime soon. To make 
things worse the decision making 
in the EU has now been rendered 
difficult given the fact that the bloc 
is now comprised of diverse 
nations including many poorer 
Eastern European countries. The 
new Europe is, in fact, a far cry 

from the cohesion club of rich 
nations that it used to be.

Even if the bloc had survived 
crisis in the past, putting the EU 
back on its feet has become far 
more difficult with the ever growing 
numbers of EU's squabbling family 
members fighting long and hard to 
preserve their national interests. 
Moreover, the expanded club is no 
longer propelled by powerful 
France-Germany alliance which 
once pioneered European integra-
tion, brought in the euro currency, 

forged even last year's enlarge-
ment and helped launch EU's 
common foreign and security 
policy. Berlin-Paris axis has been 
diluted because of the shifting 
alliance of the new members. The 
political future of both Chirac and 
Schroeder is uncertain.

The repercussion of EU's 
setback and its shattered dream 
o f  c o u n t e r i n g  t h e  U S '  
unilateralist policy in global 
politics would cast a gloom not 
only in Europe but across vari-
ous parts of the world where 
people are inspired by EU model 
of  regional  cooperat ion for  
development and prosperity. 
The leading nations of Asia who 
saw emerging multilateralism in 
Europe's attempt to reassert its 
global standing will be disap-
pointed. However, even the 
doomsayers will not predict EU's 
disappearance. The new dynam-
ics would grow within Europe 
itself to put it back on track and 
initiate a forward move afresh. 
One of the silverlinings is the 
shifting of November 2006 dead-
line for constitutional ratification 
to 2007 by when there might be 
new leaders running the coun-
tries like Germany, France and 
the Netherlands to turn the tide 
of popular mood in different 
d i rec t ion  wi th  i ts  pro found 
impact on the making of new 
Europe.

Brig ( retd) Hafiz is former DG of BIISS.

The EU in disarray
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PERSPECTIVES
The repercussion of EU's setback and its shattered dream of countering the US' unilateralist policy in global politics 
would cast a gloom not only in Europe but across various parts of the world where people are inspired by EU model of 
regional cooperation for development and prosperity. The leading nations of Asia who saw emerging multilateralism 
in Europe's attempt to reassert its global standing will be disappointed. However, even the doomsayers will not 
predict EU's disappearance. The new dynamics would grow within Europe itself to put it back on track and initiate a 
forward move afresh.

August 17 our last wake-up call
BRIGADIER GENERAL M. 
SAKHAWAT HUSSAIN (RETD)

W
HAT happened  on  
August 17, 2005 in 
Bangladesh was the 

manifestation of the internal 
fragility of a country, which is 
divided on political ideology. This 
had to happen as the political 
bickering gathered momentum, 
one to evict the incumbent from 
power, other to grab it, relegating 
the national security aspect in 
spite of the writings on the wall. 

thWhat happened on 17  August 
2005 was not something new but 
what was awesome was the 

thenormity of the event. 17  blast 
is till date unprecedented in the 
annals of terror. Hardly any 
parallel can be drawn where the 
whole country was rocked in a 
synchronised manner. It still 
remains unfathomable. About 
400 blasts were caused in a 
spate of half an hour. Whosoever 
was at the command end of the 
dastardly act has conveyed the 
message loud and clear, dis-
played their prowess where the 
security apparatus looked ridicu-
lous.

The blast and the leaflets 
claiming responsibility raised 
many questions that may not be   
simple to answer. Such an act 
only signals the inability of the 
government to treat    the warn-
ings that it got from the series of 
previous blasts that saw much 
more devastation than what the 

th17  Aug blasts have produced. 
Compared to the past blasts this 
may not have caused as severe a 
devastation but this was good 
enough to put the Bangladesh 

government in a tight spot and us 
in the list of countries struck by 
extremists that the western world 
has been apprehensive about, 
including our immediate neigh-
bour. One cannot any more deny 
that there are extremists, grown 
in size for many reasons, either 
directly involved or has been 
used for political or for other 

strategic advantage, both inside 
and outside the country. But at 
this juncture I would rather con-
centrate within the country and 
where we have gong wrong 
though it has to be said that we 
hardly took any lesson from the 
past mistakes.

It would be a simplistic conclu-
sion to put the entire blame on 
the intelligence apparatus with-
out looking at the inside workings 
of these organisation. No doubt 
that there has been massive 
intelligence failure looking at the 
enormous extent of the opera-
tion. Question then is why is that 
the security organisations could 
not claim any preemptory suc-
cess even in a small remote 
district town like Borguna or 
Bagerhat? What prevented the 
preemption that perhaps was 
logical,  for the intel l igence 
should have anticipated such 
kind of threat? 

Surprisingly, most of the blast 

took place in areas, which are 
supposed to have been under 
regular surveillance like the dis-
trict headquarters. The perpetra-
tors chose the heart of the civil 
administration with such ease that 
these lead to only one conclusion 
of intelligence failure and if not 
then failure at the execution level 
as the State Minister for Home 
himself was heard saying that he 

had information for 14 to 16 
August. He then changed his 
statement saying that he himself 
was surprised like others (Daily 
Star-18 August 2005). He never 
defended the intelligence appara-
tus if his earlier statement was 
correct. Rather his changed 
statement also underlines the 
failure theory. 

However, whosoever is respon-
sible for such lapses does not 
matter because we do not have 
the culture of accepting responsi-
bility, at least that we know of. As 
usual there would be some 
changes at bureaucratic level as a 
fallout of the incidence but politi-
cal failure would remain veiled, as 
it had always been. Political 
blame-game continues as usual 
and the police take actions as 
usual rounding up so-called sus-
pects in hundreds to prove their 
efficiency. 

Unfortunately, this time it is 
anyone and anybody of a particu-

lar attire or presumably connected 
with the self-declared perpetra-
t o r s ,  t h e  J M B  ( J a m a ' a t u l  
Mujahideen Bangladesh), a little 
known Islamist group, calling to 
establish a state system based on 
the Sharia, that exists in no Mus-
lim country, let alone in a country 
like Bangladesh where Islam 
spread through Sufiism, that 
makes us a tolerant society which 

can hardly be changed through 
coercion. I firmly believe that this 
fact is well known to the perpetra-
tors of the nation-wide blasts. 
Therefore, one needs to be care-
ful in generalising the issue that is 
already showing sign of dissen-
sion in the society, and that could 
be one bigger aim of the extremist 
group.

Having said all the above, what 
lessons can we possibly learn 
though we should have taken 
these lessons earlier to prevent 
what has happened. We need to 
differentiate national security, 
national interest and political or 
personal mileage. Unfortunately, 
political blame-game is taking 
shape as the opposition declared 
strike without giving much impor-
tance to the public sentiments 
which desires to see the end of 
political bickering to close ranks 
to find a way out from the virulent 
atmosphere which has almost put 
the country into brink of disaster. 

Who would they rule or preside 
over if few thousand peacekeep-
ers are sent to 'stabilize a 
destabilized neighborhood' as the 
chief minister West Bengal puts it. 
I can only draw inference of the 
Ivory Coast a country that failed 
only for political reasons.

It is political bickering that has 
provided space for either home-

grown or outs ide-mot ivated 
jihadist forces. If there was an 
intelligence failure the main rea-
son is that all state apparatuses 
have long been politicised in that 
they can hardly attend to the 
national security aspect. Some of 
us have warned time and again 
that our political leaders have 
never taken into account the 
national issues. 

As immediate ramification of 
the blast one Indian analyst Mr. 
Anand Kumar puts it mildly, " 
These blasts also indicate the 
danger posed by the Islamists to 
the political system of the country 
in the coming days. But the impact 
of this Islamic extremism would 
not remain limited to Bangladesh 
and is bound to affect other territo-
ries which the world has seen in 
recent times". 

Let's also quote from another 
Indian analyst who is frequently 
quoted in international press, Mr. 
B. Raman. He writes, "Their (so 

called Jihadist's) internal objec-
tive is to covertly use the funda-
mentalist and jihadi terrorist 
organisations for consolidating 
their power and undermining their 
political opponents. Their external 
objective is to use these organisa-
tions against India. The state-
sponsored growth of these 
organisations has enabled them 
to take advantage of the silent 
complicity of the two Govern-
ments to promote their own 
Islamic and pan-Islamic objec-
tives". These are dangerous 
conclusions if taken as sublime 
warnings.

Finally, let me explicitly say 
that our nation is in grave dan-
ger. Many wakeup calls that the 
nation has received but we 
pretended to sleep over them. 
However, as claimed by the 
Jihadi group in their leaflet, they 
reminded us of those warnings. 
It mentions that they had issued 
three earlier warnings. To me, 
Jihadists or not, this was the 
last wake up call as the two 
Indian analysts has put it. It is 
for our politicians to take them 
seriously, if not, they should be 
prepared for public wrath that is 
already brewing. Should this be 
taken as last wakeup call by the 
parties in politics and differenti-
ate between national security 
and their petty political priori-
ties? We can only appeal to 
saner section of our leaders to 
come together on nat ional  
issues before it is too late.

Warnings are on the wall, try to 
read them.

The writer is a free lance defence and security 
analyst.

HABIBUL HAQUE KHONDKER

H
A S  a n y o n e  s e e n ,  
have you seen in your 
own eyes, that man 

landed on the moon?" The 
Maulavi  Shahib (an Islamic 
teacher) asked me somewhat 
angri ly shortly after the lunar 
landing in 1969. He was not 
convinced that a mortal man 
could land on the moon, a 
heavenly body. That conversa-
tion left a lasting impression on 
the teen-ager that I was.  Why 
do some people want to believe 
what they believe to be true, 
despite the facts that disprove 
or falsify his or her beliefs? 

While having a conversation 
with a pro-BNP businessman in 
Singapore, he raised a similar 
skepticism as to who were 
responsible for the August 17 
bombings in Bangladesh. He 
s a i d :  " W h o  k n o w s ,  w h o  
bombed -- but i t must be a 
pol i t ical  party with nat ional 
reach." This gentleman was a 
l i t t le discreet, but a ruling party 
leader in North Bengal was not 
so tact fu l ;  he c la imed the 
Awami League, the major Oppo-
sit ion Party, were responsible 
for the attacks. 

Why would Awami League do 
such things? Of course, the 
fo r thcoming  Saarc  meet ing  
that Awami League for some 
reasons want  to  sabotage.  
Similar accusations were made 

by ruling party leaders last 
year after the brutal killing of 
Mr. Kibria, the well-respected 
F inance Min is ter  o f  Awami  
League government.  Al lega-
tions were made that Awami 
League wanted to spoil the 
ensuing Saarc meeting, and 
thus sacrificed one of its lead-
ers. Let me tell you, these are 
not just outrageous, wild, and 
unsubs tan t ia ted  a l l ega t ions  
made by the morally and intel-
lectually retarded, there are 

many seemingly decent folks 
who tend to believe these to be 
facts. But why?

In the early stage of the liber-
ation war, a Pakistani police-
man imported from the Punjab 
shared a "fact" with me that was 
kept secret from the Bengalis. 
The "fact" was that Sheikh Mujib 
was a full colonel in the Indian 
Army and his mission was the 
destroy Pakistan for which he 
had been working for a long 
time!  

The pol iceman's bel ief is 
understandable. In order to 
make him do the dirty work, his 

bosses implanted these beliefs 
in his mind. We grow up believ-
ing many things that do not exist 
in the real world. But sometime 
propaganda machines -- politi-
cally motivated -- tend to create 
illusions and implant beliefs in 
our minds. I met a North Korean 
some years ago -- a seemingly 
sensible man who bel ieved 
everything his supreme leader 
told. Socialisation may explain 
the source of beliefs but we need 
to know what sustains it. I would 

venture a hypothesis. Beliefs are 
closely related to our sense of 
self-worth. 

Some people believe that on 
9/11 there were no Jews in the 
World Trade Centre in New York. 
I was asked about this subject by 
seemingly sensible people. My 
answer was this: the US census 
does not have religion as a cate-
gory so we do not know exactly 
how many Jews or Muslims live 
in the US let alone work in the 
World Trade Center. The figures 
of religious groups in the US are 
es t ima tes  p rov ided  by  the  
respective religious communi-

ties. Given the sensitivity of the 
issue of religion in the US cul-
ture, it would be almost impossi-
ble to know the religious back-
ground of  the peop le  who  
worked in the World Trade Cen-
tre. Therefore, such a belief was 
highly implausible and it fits 
only with a conspiracy theory 
that the enemies of Muslims 
were behind the terrorist attack 
to tarnish the image of the Mus-
lims. 

Those who believe in that 

conspiracy theory find some 
comfort in the belief that the 
Muslims were innocent of the 
attack. I can think of many posi-
tions on 9/11 ranging from a 
great tragedy to a reprisal from 
the  v i c t ims  who  used  the  
weapon of the weak However, 
the issue at hand is belief. Why 
do some people need comfort in 
their beliefs?  For some people, 
beliefs are close to their sense 
of self-worth.

But is belief simply a matter of 
psychology? I think not. There is 
a political dimension of belief. 
Some bel iefs are pol i t ical ly 

constructed, like the example of 
the Pakistani policeman. Propa-
ganda aside, what people say as 
wha t  t hey  be l i eve  can  be  
explained by the political advan-
tages. 

The ruling party leader, a state 
minister, in putting the blame on 
the opposition Awami League is 
trying to create a smoke screen 
and to get some undue political 
advantage. Similarly, the opposi-
tion would like to put the blame on 
the government for political mile-

age. If you make the government 
look weak or, worse, complicit, it 
loses some legitimacy which may 
end up your way. Surely, these 
are all allegations in need of 
evidence. 

In this blame game some 
people and a number of leaders 
show a culture of irresponsibil-
i ty which has now become 
en t renched  i n  Bang ladesh.  
What is equally or even more 
worrisome than the simulta-
neous bombings in Bangladesh 
is the culture of irresponsibility. 
The capture and punishment of 
the bombers are easier than 

arresting the culture of irrespon-
sibility. There are many factors 
for the emergence of the culture 
of irresponsibility where politi-
cians --minus the likes of Dr. 
Kamal Hossain -- play a big role 
but the factor that has the most 
direct bearing is the culture of 
impunity.

Bangladesh has had the inglo-
rious record of using the parlia-
ment, a noble institution for draft-
ing laws presumably to ensure the 
rights of the people to live in 
peace and to secure justice, to 
pass law that gave immunity to 
the culprits, otherwise known as 
indemnity bill. If criminals are not 
tried and punished, if judges feel 
"embarrassed" to pass judg-
ments, if sections of the police 
force fail to demonstrate confi-
dence in the judiciary by becom-
ing the accuser, prosecutor, judge 
and the executor all in one, if 
political leaders rather than being 
role models of responsibility 
make irresponsible statements 
based on innuendos and white 
l ies, how can we expect to 
break the cultures of immunity 
and irresponsibil i ty? We must 
return to a culture of responsi-
bil i ty in order to deal with 
e n d e m i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t o  
strengthen democracy in Ban-
gladesh.   

The author teaches sociology at the National 
University of Singapore.

BICHOLITO

HAT a particular group avowing seeping social change in the name of 

T religion could pull off a coordinated series of bomb blasts in 63 of 64 
districts strikes one as another serious lapse in governance in the 

country. 
For the perpetrators to be so successful in inducing fear and introducing 
chaos in the lives of the citizenry could be explained by two main reasons: 
they were either aided by accomplices from within the law enforcement 
establishment whose connivance, it seems, is easy to purchase these days. 

Alternatively, the hate-mongers were successful because the law enforc-
ers have proven once again their utter incompetence in providing basic 
security to Bangladeshis. 

Both explanations apply to many past episodes (Ahsanullah Master, SAMS 
Kibria, Ivy Rahman, the attack on Sheikh Hasina, as well as the British Ambassa-
dor to Bangladesh) too numerous to list individually that have turned up little to 
placate the fears and uncertainties that many of us face today. 

Either of the two reasons is also a serious cause for alarm to the common 
people who continue to remain neglected while power-brokers flex their 
muscles arrogantly and jostle for advantage to continue the story of exploita-
tion, marginalization and dehumanization that has gripped the country for 
the past three decades. 

Strangely, heads haven't rolled after any of the heinous episodes, neither are 
any expected to roll after this most recent one. This raises questions, again and 
again, as to why the power establishment that cannot protect basic rights of those 
who empower them should continue to occupy the seats of governance. 

But raising that question is like the refrain of a broken record that falls on the deaf ears 
of an impervious power-structure immersed in self-glory and self-gratification while the 
lives of the masses continue to degenerate.  So what is new?

The politics of belief and truth  Connivance or
 incompetence ?

Jihadists or not, this was the last wake up call as the two Indian analysts has put it. It is for our politicians to take them 
seriously, if not, they should be prepared for public wrath that is already brewing. Should this be taken as last wake-
up call by the parties in politics and differentiate between national security and their petty political priorities? We can 
only appeal to saner section of our leaders to come together on national issues before it is too late.Warnings are on 
the wall, try to read them.

 If criminals are not tried and punished, if judges feel "embarrassed" to pass judgments, if sections of the police 
force fail to demonstrate confidence in the judiciary by becoming the accuser, prosecutor, judge and the executor all in 
one, if political leaders rather than being role models of responsibility make irresponsible statements based on 
innuendos and white lies, how can we expect to break the cultures of immunity and irresponsibility?

Strangely, heads haven't rolled after any of the heinous 
episodes, neither are any expected to roll after this most 
recent one. 
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