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Non-govt teachers demand
house rent allowance hike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Non-government teachers yesterday
demanded increased house rent
allowance and residential facilities for

them.

Addressing a rally at Muktangon in
the city, they said existing Tk 100 as
allowance is nothing but a mockery
considering the present price hike of

house rent.

The rally was organised by the
National Front of Teachers and
Employees (NFTE) to protest the govern-
ment's ridiculous house rent allowance
forthem.

Taking part in the rally with dummy
houses made of hard board, paper,
wood and bamboo the teachers said,
"With this disrespectful house allow-
ance, which is same for principal down
to peon, we can afford houses like this
dummy ones".

Principal Kazi Faruk Ahmed, chief co-
ordinator and convenor of NFTE, said,
"Since 1984 we have been drawing Tk
100 as house rent allowance which was
never increased, but the government has
increased the salary and allowances of
ministers and MP's ignoring our just
demand.”

The teachers also alleged that the
government stopped paying 90 percent
basic pay of some two thousand teachers
of 376 colleges across the country from
May last without giving any notice.

NFTE Convenor Md Azizul Islam, Prof
Asadul Haque, Principal Saidur Rahman,
Prof Mirza Mohiuddin, Prof Azhar Ali Mia,
and Prof Mujibur Rahman also spoke at
therally.

After the rally, the teachers marched
towards the Shikkha Bhaban (Education
Directorate Building) in a procession
which was intercepted by the police in
front of Paltan Police Box.
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The National Front of Teachers and Employees stages a demonstration in the city
yesterday demanding increased house rent allowance and residential facilities.

5 killed in Naogaon
road accident

BDNEWS, Naogaon

At least five people were killed and five
others injured when a truck skidded off
the road and fell into a ditch at Moha-
devpurunder Naogaon early yesterday.

The injured were rushed to
Naogaon Sadar Hospital.

The deceased were betel leaf
traders Mohsin Ali Modal, 40, Batuli
Mandal, 40, Raisuddin, 50, Salil, 42,
and Mansur Ali, 60, of Mohanpur,
Rajshahi.

Sources said the truck from

Naogaon was going towards Mohanpur
with the group of traders on board. The
truck skidded off the road and fell into a
ditch as one of the tyres bursts at
Khudra Narayanpur of Mohadevpur.
The five people died on the spot.

Another report from Brahmanbaria
adds, one person was killed and 40
others injured when a bus fell into a
roadside ditch at Shahbajpur under
Sarail upazila of Brahmanbaria district
yesterday.

The victim was identified as Anwar,
30, the driver of the bus.

Implement river-linking project
with a 'sense of urgency’

Says Indian president

PTI, New Delhi

With the devastation caused by the
recent floods in Maharashtra and other
states fresh in memory, Indian
President APJ Abdul Kalam yesterday
said the ambitious project of inter-
linking of rivers should be implemented
with a "sense of urgency" and efforts
should be made to overcome "various
hurdles" inits way.

Addressing the nation on the eve of
59th Independence Day, the First
Citizen stressed the need for achieving
"Energy Independence" by evolving a
comprehensive renewable energy
policy and accelerating research for
forecasting earthquakes.

"While we are celebrating 59th
anniversary of our hard-earned politi-
cal independence, we have to remem-
ber the sufferings of our people
affected by the recent rains and floods
in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Karnataka and Orissa," Kalam said in
his address which entirely focussed on
science and technology aspects.

Reminding that Mumbai and other
areas of Maharashtra had borne the
brunt of nature's fury, he said "rainfall
and floods are annual features in many
parts of the country."

He emphasised that "instead of
thinking about inter-linking of rivers
only at times of flood and drought, it is
time that we implement this
programme with a great sense of
urgency.

"We need to make an effort to

overcome various hurdles in ourway to
the implementation of this major
project. | feel that it has the promise of
freeing the country from the endless
cycle offloods and droughts."

Pointing out that earthquakes were
another natural phenomenon that
affects and causes damages of high
magnitude without pre-warning in
many parts of the country, the
renowned Scientist-President said
there was a need to "accelerate
research" for forecasting quakes.

Research work on earthquake
forecasting is being done in many
countries, Kalam said. In India also
there should be an integrated research
team consisting of experts drawn from
academia, meteorology and space
departments for creating earthquake
forecast modelling using pre-
earthquake and post-earthquake data
collected from various earthquake
occurrences inthe country, he added.

This can be validated periodically
with the proven forecasting data
available from other countries, he said.

Kalam noted that in the wake of
successive calamities driven by nature
across the world, many countries have
started pursuing inter-disciplinary area
of research, known as Earth Systems
Science.

It, he said, is fast emerging as an
area of convergence between earth,
climate, ocean, environment, instru-
mentation and computer sciences.

"I strongly suggest that India should
mount a programme in this emerging
area of Earth Systems Science. This

will call for a dedicated, cohesive and
seamless integration between
researchers in multiple areas an in
multiple organisations," he said.

Delving upon the issue of energy,
Kalam said: "Energy Independence"
has to be India's "first and highest
priority" and the country must be
determined to achieve this within the
next25years.

"This one major 25-year national
mission must be formulated, funds
guaranteed and leadership entrusted
without delay as public-private partner-
ships to our younger generation, now
in their 30's, as their lifetime mission in
a renewed drive for nation-building,"
he said.

Noting that India has 17 per cent of
the world's population but just 0.8 per
cent of the world's known oil and
natural gas resources, he emphasised
the need for developing "energy
security", considering it is the lifeline of
modern societies.

"Energy security, which means
ensuring that our country can supply
life-line energy to all its citizens, at
affordable costs at all times, is thus a
very important and significant need
and is an essential step forward," he
said.

"But it must be considered as a
transition strategy to enable us to
achieve our real goal, that is Energy
Independence or an economy which
will function well with total freedom
from oil, gas or coal imports," Kalam
said.
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