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CNA roundtable 
The Council for National Agenda 
(CNA) will hold a roundtable on 'The 
role of the Election Commission in 
holding general election and its 
reforms', with Justice Md Abdur Rouf 
in the chair. Venue: National Press 
Club. Time: 4:00pm.

Roundtable on media 
Bangladesh Federa l  Union of  
Journalists (BFUJ) organises a 
r o u n d t a b l e  o n  ' P r o b l e m s  &  
prospects of print and electronic 
media in Bangladesh'.  Venue: 
N a t i o n a l  P r e s s  C l u b .  T i m e :  
10:00am.

Medical directory 

launch 
D.Net, a research organisation, and 
Health 21 will launch the 'A-Z Medical 
Directory', with Prof Muhammad Yunus 
as chief guest. Venue: Biam auditorium. 
Time: 10:00am.

Bangladesh-Japan 

joint seminar 
A Bangladesh-Japan joint seminar on 
'Advances in bridge engineering' will be 
held, with Communication Minister 
Nazmul Huda as chief guest. Venue: 
Engineers' Institution auditorium. Time: 
10:00am.

Workshop 
A three-day workshop of Padakhep 
Manabik Unnayan Kendra on 'Annual 
Work Plan and Budget 2005-2006' 
will begin. Venue: Milky Auditorium at 
Dhaka dist r ic t  off ice of  DAE, 
Farmgate.

Sammilita Ainjibi 
Samannaya Parishad
The Sammilita Ainjibi Samannaya 
Parishad will form a human chain to 
press home its demands, including 
separation of the judiciary and 
resignation of the law minister. Venue: 
Supreme Court Bar Association 
premises. Time: 1:00pm.       

Prize giving 

ceremony
The prize giving ceremony of annual 
music and drawing competition 2004 of 
Bulbul Lalitkala Academy will be held. 
Venue: Shishu Academy. Time: 7:00pm.

Seminar on healthcare 
The Eastern Hospital & Medical Research 
Centre organises a seminar on 'Present 
healthcare service in the country: Our 
duty'. National Professor of Dr MR Khan 
will present a keynote paper. Venue: 
Sheraton Hotel. Time: 11:45am.

Discussion 
The United Federation of Garments Tailors 
Workers will hold a discussion to mark the 
30th death anniversary of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Venue: National 
Press Club. Time: 10:30am.

Krishak Samity
Bangladesh Krishak Samity will stage a 
sit-in demanding measures to protect 
jute and jute industry. Venue: 
Muktangan. Time: 3:00pm.

Atab programme 
The Association of Travel Agents of 
Bangladesh (Atab) organises a cultural 
programme and a get-together. Venue: 
Officers' Club. Time: 8:00pm.
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The Chinese government and 
people are eagerly waiting to 
receive Prime Minister Khaleda Zia 
who embarks on a five-day visit to 
China on August 17.

 Chinese Ambassador in Dhaka 
Chai Xi, who is going home today to 
do the preliminary work for making 
Khaleda's visit successful and 
fruitful, paid a courtesy call on Prime 
Minister Khaleda Zia yesterday 
afternoon.

Khaleda hoped that the relations 

between the two countries would 
get a further boost following her 
visit.   

According to officials, this visit 
carries a "special dimension" as this 
year is the 30th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between the 
two countries. 

The anniversary celebrations got 
off through the bilateral visit of 
Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao 
to Bangladesh last April and the 
declaration of year 2005 as 
Bangladesh-China Friendship Year. 
And Prime Minister Khaleda is also 

going to China within this year on a 
bilateral visit that signifies much for 
the diplomatic and bilateral rela-
tions.

On her arrival in Beijing, 
Khaleda, on the first day of the tour, 
would attend a function marking the 
30th anniversary of diplomatic ties.

It would be the third visit of 
Khaleda to China. Two other bilat-
eral visits she had undertaken 
previously after her assumption of 
office in 2001.

Economic ties 
with Dhaka to 
expand, hopes 
Indian president 
Bangladesh High 
Commissioner 
presents credentials

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The newly appointed Bangladesh 

High Commissioner Liaquat Ali 

Chowdhury presented his creden-

tials to Indian President Dr APJ 

Abdul Kalam at a formal ceremony 

at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi 

on Monday.

 While handing over his letter of 

credence, Liaquat conveyed the 

greetings and good wishes of 

President Iajuddin Ahmed and 

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia to the 

Indian President, the government 

and the people, according to a 

message received here yesterday.

President APJ Abdul Kalam said 

that he was happy to welcome the 

new High Commissioner of the 

friendly neighbouring country of 

Bangladesh. The President hoped 

that bilateral cooperation between 

the two neighbours, especially 

economic cooperation, would be 

further strengthened in the years to 

come.

The two countries were bound 

together by bonds of friendship and 

common history and traditions, he 

added.

The President and the High 

Commissioner also discussed 

about the possibilities of greater 

cooperation in the field of science 

and technology between the two 

countries. The Indian President 

extended his greetings to the 

Bangladesh President and Prime 

M in i s te r  t h rough  the  H igh  

Commissioner. 

Earlier, Liaquat served in several 

important positions both at home 

and abroad.

Prior to his appointment in New 

Delhi, he was the ambassador in 

The Netherlands. He was promoted 

to the rank of Secretary and Grade 

"A" ambassador, earlier this year.

Meanwhile, six envoys other 

countries also presented their 

credentials to the President of India 

at the same ceremony. 

They are ambassador of 

Cambodia Choeung Buntheng, 

High Commissioner of Lesotho Dr. 

Shabb i r  Hoosen  Peerbha i ,  

Ambassador of Djibouti Youssouf 

Omar Doualeh, Ambassador of 

Morocco Larbi Moukhariq, High 

Commissioner of South Africa 

Shehloho Francis Moloi and 

Ambassador of Uruguay William 

Ehlers.

Senior members of the missions, 

senior officials of the Ministry of 

External Affairs and Rashtrapati 

Bhavan were present.

Obituary
Abdus Salam, a newspaper agent 
and bookshop owner, passed away 
due to old age complications at 
Mymensingh Medical College 
Hospital in Mymensingh on August 
6 at the age of 80, says a press 
release.

On the occasion, a milad and 
doa mahfil will be held at his resi-
dence at 20/a Baghmara Road in 
Mymensingh after Asr prayers 
today.

Relatives, friends and admirers 
have been requested to attend the 
mahfil.

Meanwh i l e ,  Syed  Fah im  
Munaim, managing editor of The 
Daily Star, on behalf of the employ-
ees of the newspaper, expressed 
condolence and conveyed sympa-
thy to the bereaved family members 
of late Abdus Salam, who had been 
involved in newspaper industry for 
56 years.

Project to
construct
roads in rural 
areas proposed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A project for construction of roads in 
the remote rural areas has been 
proposed for easy access to polling 
centres by security personnel in a 
bid to ensure free and fair voting.

The Standing Committee on the 
Planning Ministry decided to put 
forward this proposal to the govern-
ment. 

The committee will recommend 
to the government to ask the Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) all over the 
country to send list of roads, which 
are not fit for plying of vehicles. The 
project will be undertaken on the 
basis of that list. 

Akbar Ali MP, chairman of the 
standing committee, told the Daily 
Star that law enforcement people on 
election duty cannot often go to the 
vote centres in far flung areas due to 
absence of proper roads, raising 
questions about the fairness of the 
voting. We will propose to the gov-
ernment to take up a project to 
identify such places and construct 
proper roads there in this fiscal year.

The committee has also decided 
to recommend to the government to 
take up a cluster project of con-
structing 2000 school and 500 
madrasa buildings in this fiscal year. 
Lists will be collected from the MPs 
and then a selection will be made 
from that list.

S M Sultan's
anniversary
of birth today
BSS, Narail

The 81st birth anniversary of 
renowned artist S M Sultan will be 
observed here today in a befitting 
manner.

S M Sultan Foundation, District 
Administration and S M Sultan's 
birth celebration committee-2005 
have chalked out a daylong 
programme to mark the day. 
Besides, various socio-cultural 
organisations have also taken up 
elaborate programmes to celebrate 
the anniversary in a befitting man-
ner.

The programmes will begin with 
placing of wreaths at his mazar. 
Qurankhwani, milad mahfil, mazar 
ziarat and arts exhibition and art 
competition will be held at Shishu 
Swarga. Other progarmmes include 
a rally, discussion and prize giving 
ceremony before noon and boat race 
on the Chitra River in the afternoon.

State Minister  for  Water  
Resources Advocate Goutom 
Chakravarty will be the chief guest.

The world-renowned artist S M 
Sultan was born to a poor family on 
August 10, 1924 in Masumdia 
village of the district. Son of Meser 
Ali, a Rajmistri (mason), Sultan's 
nickname was Lalmia.

Death anniversary
BSS, Dhaka

Today is the 29th death anniversary 
of Matiur Rahman, former chief 
reporter of The Bangladesh Times 
and The Weekly Holiday.

On the occasion, Khatme Quran 
and milad mahfil will be held after 
Maghrib prayers at the residence of 
his sister at House # 16, Block # F, 
Section # 2 at Mirpur in the city.

Friends, relatives and admirers 
have been requested to attend the 
milad.

Syed Altaf Hossain

Today is the 12th 
death anniver-
sary of Syed Altaf 
Hossain, former 
GM and Country 
M a n a g e r  o f  
Rupali Bank Ltd, 
Pakistan, says a 
press release.

He died at the 
Aga Khan University Hospital in 
Karachi on August 10 in 1993.

Relatives, friends and admirers 
have been requested to pray for the 
salvation of the departed soul.

Generation E 
launched 
Generation E, the first international 
Internet magazine in Bangladesh, 
has been launched recently, says a 
press release.

The website address of the 
magazine is www.generation-e.info.

The aim of this magazine is to 
create a platform within which the 
youth, from all around the world, can 
share their talents in writing, music 
and photography. 

The magazine is a blend of 
entertainment and information 
tuned for the young generation. The 
site contains a downloadable PDF, 
which has the articles, write-ups and 
contributions of the writers.

Tanvir Hafiz from Stamford 
University is working as the editor-
in-chief of the magazine, while 
Manzoorul Abedin, faculty of East 
West University, Tasneem Tayeb 
from Stamford University and 
Mohammad Tasnim Chowdhury, 
faculty, Stamford University, are 
working as managing editor, execu-
tive editor and supervisory editor 
respectively.

The Generation E aims to create 
a forum of young people who are 
talented and want to show off their 
creativity. 

Interested contributors can 
contact  at  generat ion.  edi-
tor@gmail.com. Visitors can also 
share their opinions about the 
magazine with the editorial panel at 
generation.editor@gmail.com.

Aftab allowed 
to join DU
pol science 
department 
DU CORRESPONDENT  

Prof Aftab Ahmed, discharged vice 

chance l lo r  o f  the  Nat iona l  

University, yesterday joined the 

Department of the Political Science 

after getting clearance from Dhaka 

University Syndicate on Monday 

night.

Earlier, the Co-ordination and 

Development Committee and the 

Academic Council of the depart-

ment urged the Vice Chancellor Prof 

SMA Faiz not to allow him to join the 

department.  They said Aftab should 

not be allowed to join the political 

science department as he had left 

the department to jo in the 

Development Studies department 

before joining the NU on deputation. 

But the syndicate unanimously 

approved the decision to give the 

job back to Prof Aftab, who went for 

a two-month long leave just after 

joining. 

Prof Aftab joined the NU on July 5 

in 2003 on deputation for a four-year 

term, and was discharged on July 20 

following allegations of sexual 

scandal, corruption and nepotism. 

Appeal for help
` 
DU CORRESPONDENT

Siddique Ashraf Sadman, a student 

of KG-2 at Gulshan International 

School, has been suffering from 

cancer in his brain for the past five 

months. 

He had been treated at the CMA 

Hospital in India for the last four 

months. Doctors said the boy needs 

surgery to remove the tumours 

detected deep inside his brain cells. 

They also advised his parents to 

take Sadman to France or the USA 

for the surgery.

In the meantime, he also needs 

radiotherapy and chemotherapy, 

which involves over Tk 7 lakh, but 

his family cannot afford it.

Sadman's father has appealed to 

the generous people to extend a 

helping hand to save his son. 

The Gulshan International 

School has also urged well-off 

people to come forward to donate 

money for his treatment.

Contributions can be sent to 

Ashfaq Siddiqui, House # 6, Road # 

116, Gulshan, Dhaka or to the 

following account: Savings A/C No.- 

150-180-031-275, BRAC Bank, 

Gulshan Branch, Dhaka-1212.

Interested persons can also 

contact his family at 0172-120215 

or 0191-297112.

Nasir Uddin

Nasir Uddin, a 20-year-old youth, 

has been suffering from serious 

heart disease as both of his heart 

valves became damaged, says a 

press release.

Doctors at the Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujib Medical University 

Hospital said his valves need to be 

replaced immediately.

The treatment involves a huge 

amount of money, which his poor 

family cannot afford.

His family appeals to the gener-

ous people and charities to come 

forward to save Nasir Uddin.

Contributions can be sent to the 

following account: Savings Account 

No.-00-2064206, Sonali Bank, 

Banani Bazar branch, Dhaka.

T O D A Y

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary 
gusty wind is likely at most places over the country with moderately 
heavy to heavy falls at places till 6:00pm today.

It said day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged over the 
country, Met Office said.

Highest temperature 33.0 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday 
at Sylhet and Srimongal and lowest 24.3 degree Celsius at Maizdi 
Court.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:36pm today and rises at 5:32am 
tomorrow. 

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some 
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
 in Celsius percentage
 Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka  30.8     25.3       97       81
Chittagong       29.3     25.5       87       90
Rajshahi         30.7     26.5       93       84 
Khulna           32.2     26.2       91       82
Barisal          31.2     25.0       --       84 
Sylhet           33.0     26.4       89       80
Cox's Bazar      29.0     --         --       92                               

UNB,  Dhaka

Heavy to heavy falls likely 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Chittagong 

A Chittagong court yesterday sen-
tenced two people to death and two 
others to life imprisonment for killing 
a businessman about 14 years ago.

However, eight other people 
were acquitted of charges.

First Additional Metropolitan 
Sessions Judge Md Shahjahan 
handed down the death sentence to 
Nasiruddin alias Nasira Dakait and 
Abdul Malek.

The two other convicts are Abdul 
Khaleque and Rasul Amin.

Of the convicts, Nasiruddin, 
Malek and Khaleque were tried in 
absentia. 

Court sources said the convicts 

s h o t  d e a d  b u s i n e s s m a n  
Mohammad Azad at a brick field of 
one Shahadat Company at Chandra 
Nagar at around 7.30am on October 
16, 1991. They also injured Azad's 
father Shafiqur Rahman. 

The gang came to the brick field 
to abduct Babar, elder brother of 
Azad. But they attacked Azad and 
his father when they tried to resist 
them.

A case was filed with the 
Panchlaish Police Station the same 
day. Police submitted the charge 
sheet on July 31 in 1998 accusing 
12 people, and the charges were 
framed against them on August 01, 
2000. 

Two get death, two life 
term for killing 
businessman in Ctg  

PHOTO: STAR 

Visitors at a fish fair that began at the Shilpakala Academy in the city yesterday. Fisheries and livestock ministry organised the fair.

Results of the written examination of 57th BMA Long Course of Bangladesh 
Army were published yesterday, says an ISPR press release.

Candidates qualified in the exams will have to appear before the Inter-
Services Selection Board (ISSB) for test/interview. The ISSB will send call-
up letters to the candidates in phases.   

Following are the roll numbers of successful candidates:

BMA Long Course exam results 

China eagerly waits to 
receive Khaleda 
 Says Chinese envoy 

The newly appointed Bangladesh High Commissioner Liaquat Ali Chowdhury presents his credentials to Indian 
President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam at a formal ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Monday.
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