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Due to space constraints cross-
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PHOTO: AFP

Olimpiada Ivanova waves the Russian colours after creating a world record 
in the women's 20km walk at the 10th IAAF World Athletics Championships 
in Helsinki on Sunday.

AFP, Helsinki

Olimpiada Ivanova of Russia broke 
the women's 20 kilometres walk 
world record when she won the 
world title over the distance here on 
Sunday and walked away 160,000 
dollars richer.

The 34-year-old timed 1hr 25min 
41sec -- breaking the world record in 
the process -- coming home clear of 
Ryta Turava of Belarus (1hr 27min 
05sec) while Susana Fetor of 
Portugal took bronze in a time of 1hr 
28min 44sec.

Ivanova's time of 1hr 25min 
41sec broke the old mark of 1hr 
26min 22sec jointly held by Yan 
Wang of China, who set it in 
November 2001, and Yelena 
Nikolayeva of Russia, who equalled 
it in May 2003.

Another woman also set the 
track alight as women's Olympic 
400m champion Tonique Williams-
Darling of the Bahamas looked most 
impressive in her first round heat, 
though she faces a real challenge 
from world champion Ana Guevara 
and leading American Sanya 
Richards.

The early session was all women 
as the epic heptathlon duel between 
Olympic and reigning champion 
Carolina Kluft and France's 2001 
champion Eunice Barber was set to 
go down to the wire as the Swede 
led her Sierra Leone-born rival by 
just 18 points with Sunday evening's 
800m to come.

The men had a look in as the 
bitter rivalry between Qatar's former 
Kenyan Saif Saaeed Shaheen and 
his ex-compatriots continued apace 
in the 3,000m steeplechase.

Ivanova, the 2001 world cham-
pion and 2004 Olympic silver med-
allist, earned a 100,000 dollars 
bonus for her record-breaking 
efforts and another 60,000 dollars 
for winning the title.

The Russian's path to glory was 
eased when Chinese number one 
Jing Jiang -- who owned the second 
best time this season going into the 
championships -- was disqualified 
after receiving three warnings.

There were tears too for Greek 
walker and Olympic champion 
Athanasia Tsoumeleka, who was in 
fourth position and challenging for a 
medal with the stadium in sight 

Ivanova sets new WR
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"Now we will go to Old Trafford with 
a bit of momentum."

Shane Warne was 20 not out and 
Lee yet to face when play began 
Sunday after Michael Clarke had his 
stumps knocked over by fast bowler 
Stephen Harmison off the last ball of 
Saturday's play.

Both Warne and Lee gave 
England several anxious moments 
with some well-struck boundaries 
before Warne, walking across his 
stumps on 42, trod on his own 
wicket with his back foot while facing 
man-of-the-match Flintoff.

The Lancashire all-rounder, who 
took four for 79, produced a magnifi-
cent display that was vital to 
England's first Test victory against 
Australia with the Ashes still up for 
grabs since their win at Edgbaston 
eight years ago in the 1997 series 
opener.

After scoring 68 in England's first 
innings 407 and then taking three for 
52 in Australia's reply of 308, Flintoff 
starred in dramatic style with both 
bat and ball on Saturday.

First he struck a whirlwind 73 off 
just 86 balls with four sixes (he hit 
nine in the match) and six fours in a 
total of 182 where no other batsman 

scored more than 21 although 
Simon Jones (12 not out) played his 
part in a valuable last-wicket stand 
of 51 in just 49 balls.

Flintoff's Saturday display was all 
the more impressive given he'd 
injured his left shoulder early in his 
innings when on seven after follow-
ing through with a square cut off 
Shane Warne.

And still far from fully fit, he 
bowled Justin Langer with his 
second ball of the day.

Then five deliveries later the 
Lancashire paceman had Australia 
captain Ricky Ponting caught behind 
for nought off a fast leg-cutter.

The day featured several high 
quality performances from players 
on both sides, including Warne's six 
for 46 that left the leg-spinner just 
one short of becoming the first 
bowler to take 600 Test wickets.

Australia, winners of the last 
eight Ashes series, suffered a major 
blow before this match started when 
they lost leading fast bowler Glenn 
McGrath, who took nine for 82 at 
Lord's, during the warm-up before 
play on the first day Thursday after 
he trod on a cricket ball on the 
outfield and tore ligaments in his 
right ankle.

Nevertheless, Ponting chose to 
field first after winning the toss.

"At the end of the day we got 
close, but all credit to England," the 
Australian skipper said. "They 
played very well throughout this Test 
match.

"It says a lot about the character 
of our team they way we fought 
back. We gave ourselves a glimmer 
of hope but unfortunately we weren't 
quite good enough."

The third Ashes Test match starts 
at Flintoff's Old Trafford home 
ground on Thursday.

SCOREBOARD
Final scoreboard on the fourth day 
of the second Ashes Test between 
England and Australia at Edgbaston 
on Sunday:
ENGLAND: First innings 407 
(Trescothick 90, Pietersen 71, 
F l i n t o f f  6 8 ;  Wa r n e  4 - 11 6 ,  
Kasprowicz 3-80)
AUSTRALIA: First innings 308 
(Langer 82, Ponting 61; Flintoff 3-
52, Giles 3-78)
ENGLAND: Second innings 182 
(Flintoff 73; Warne 6-46, Lee 4-82)
AUSTRALIA: Second innings 
(overnight 175-8)
Langer b Flintoff 28
Hayden c Trescothick b S Jones 31

Ponting c G Jones b Flintoff 0
Martyn c Bell b Hoggard 28
Clarke b Harmison 30
Katich c Trescothick b Giles 16
Gilchrist c Flintoff b Giles 1
Gillespie lbw b Flintoff 0
Warne hit wkt b Flintoff 42
Lee not out 43
Kasprowicz c G Jones b Harmison 
20
Extras: (b-13, lb-8, w-1, nb-18) 40
Total: (All out in 64.3 overs) 279
Fall of wickets: 1-47, 2-48, 3-82, 4-
107, 5-134, 6-136, 7-137, 8-175, 9-
220
Bowler O M R W
Harmison 17.3 3 62 2
Hoggard 5 0 26 1
Giles 15 3 68 2
Flintoff 22 3 79 4
S Jones 5 1 23 1
Result: England won by 2 runs 
and level the 5-Test series 1-1.
Man-of- the-match:  Andrew 
Flintoff.
Toss: Australia.
Umpires: Rudi Koertzen (South 
Africa) and Billy Bowden (New 
Zealand).
Third Test: Old Trafford, August 
11-15.

Eng clinch a cliffhanger

ESPN
New Zealand vs Zimbabwe

First Test, Day Two
Live at 2:00 pm

The first woman to win an Olympic event 
was England's Charlotte Cooper, who won 
the tennis singles title at the 1900 Games in 
Paris. 

Sourav  Ganguly
(Indian star batsman)

"To be among the first three bats-
men to reach 10000 runs and to be 
the second Indian after the great 
Sachin Tendulkar is very satisfying."

Sahin breaks
Bundesliga's
age record
AFP, Wolfsburg

Borussia Dortmund's Turkish prod-
igy Nuri Sahin made Bundesliga 
history on Saturday becoming the 
youngest player to grace the 
German top-flight at the age of 16 
years and 335 days. 

Sahin started Dortmund's 2-2 
draw with VfL Wolfsburg at the 
Volkswagen Arena on Saturday as 
he eclipsed the previous record held 
by Eintracht Frankfurt goalkeeper 
Juergen Friedl. 

Friedl made his debut in 1976 at 
the age of 17 years and 26 days. 

Dortmund coach Bert van 
Marwijk recently said Sahin, voted 
best player at the last under-17 
European championship, was one 

of the biggest talents he had ever 
seen claiming the teenager was 
mature beyond his years. 

"He plays as smart as a 24-year-
old, almost as though he has played 
with us for a long time," lauded van 
Marwijk. 

English Premiership giants 
Arsenal recently had a 2.8 million 
euro bid for Sahin turned down by 
Dortmund even though the club 
have acute financial problems. 

Owen turns 
to Eriksson
SUNDAY MIRROR

Michael Owen has asked England 
manager Sven Goran Eriksson for 
advice about how to resolve his career 
crisis.

After a month of international 
diplomacy, Owen's advisers, Sfx, have 
failed to arrange their client's transfer 
from Real Madrid.

The 25-year-old striker is mindful 
that with the 2006 World Cup Finals on 
the horizon, he can not afford to be 
sitting among the Real reserve players 
for the coming season.

That's why he has sought the 
advice of Eriksson.

Given the lack of interest from 
leading clubs like Chelsea, Arsenal 
and Manchester United, Owen's 
advisers are now ready to ask Real to 
allow the player to leave the Bernabeu 
on a long-term loan deal.

That approach will be made this 
week and Owen is well aware that, for 
a number of reasons, he may end up 
having to sit tight and endure life as a 
Real reserve.

He currently sits fifth in the pecking 
order, behind Brazilians Ronaldo, Julio 
Baptista and Robinho, and Spanish 
star Raul.

Liverpool are believed to have re-
considered their view on Owen's 
return.

Trying to bring him back would gain 
support in the Anfield boardroom but 
manager Rafael Benitez does not 
appear to be keen on the idea. Only 
Newcastle have so far been prepared to 
offer Owen an escape route but a year-
long loan deal was rejected by both 
Madrid and the player.

Incredibly, Madrid have been 
demanding £18million for Owen. A 
£10m profit on the fee they paid to 
Liverpool last summer.

And with Owen's wages topping 
£100,000 a week even a loan move 
may prove prohibitive to some clubs.

REUTERS, Madrid

Brazilian forward Robinho believes 
he will have few problems adapting 
to European football when he makes 
his move from Santos to Real 
Madrid at the end of the month. 

"I've always dreamed of playing in 
Europe, and in particular Spain, 
because the league there suits my 
style and is the closest to the type of 
football played in Brazil," the 21-year-
old told Spanish sports daily AS yester-
day. 

"In Spain, they tend to pass the 
ball around a lot and play in space 
and that will be perfect for me." 

Robinho signed a five-year 
contract with Real at the end of last 
month when Santos finally agreed to 
accept a US$30 million offer from 
the Spanish giants. 

However, the deal between the 
two clubs included a clause that 
allows the slightly built forward to 

play a handful of league matches 
with Santos before joining Real on 
Aug 25. 

Robinho believes the presence 
of former Santos boss Vanderlei 
Luxemburgo at the Spanish club will 
also help ease his transition to 
European football. 

Luxemburgo took charge of the 
nine-times European champions at 
the end of last year immediately 
after steering Santos to the Brazilian 
title. 

"Luxemburgo knows me per-
fectly and I know how he works," he 
said. "I have got a particular style 
and technique and Luxemburgo has 
always put me in positions where I'm 
used to playing. 

"We were Brazilian champions 
together in 2004 and now I hope we 
can win other trophies together at 
Real Madrid." 

Robinho was also looking for-
ward to linking up with fellow 
Brazilian internationals Ronaldo, 
Roberto Carlos and Julio Baptista at 
his new club. 

"Every time we have played 
together for the national side, we 
have got on really well," he said. "I'm 
delighted that I'm going to be playing 
with them at Real and believe that 
we have got a great chance of 
winning a lot of trophies together." 

'I'll be fine'

ROBINHO

NURI SAHIN

when she was called for a third time.
For Ivanova it represents 

redemption after she received a two 
year doping ban in 1997 after win-
ning silver in the 10,000m walk at 
the world championships -- she 
used her time well to become a 
black belt in the martial arts.

Williams-Darling looked untrou-
bled as she cantered home in her 
heat in a comfortable time of 
51.04sec with Russia's Olesya 
Zykina and Shericka Williams of 
Jamaica filling the two other auto-
matic qualifying placings.

Williams-Darling, whose dra-
matic improvement last year saw 
her climax with the Olympic title 

leaving a devastated Guevara 
trailing in second, said that she was 
not already looking towards the 
final.

Guevara looked sharp as she 
came home first in her heat in a time 
of 51.15sec, the 28-year-old bronze 
medallist at the 2001 world champi-
onships looking fresher than she did 
last year at the Olympics having 
taken on a lighter schedule this 
term.

Shaheen struck the first blow 
against his former country by 
ambling home ahead of Ezekiel 
Kemboi, who took silver behind the 
Qatari in 2003, and set the fastest 
time in the first round.

Footballer 
Debinash
passes away
SPORTS REPORTER

Debinash Sangma's family had 
appealed for financial help from the 
authority only a couple of days 
earlier for the treatment of the ailing 
footballer. But the star defender of 
the 60s went beyond any help when 
he breathed his last at the Abeer 
General Hospital at Eskaton yester-
day afternoon.

Debinash, who was 75, will be 
buried at his native village in 
Dhairpara in Dhubaura upazila, 
Mymensingh, today. He left behind 
his wife and two sons.

Debinash, who played for 
Mohammedan Sporting Club for 12 
years and also played for Victoria 
and Wanderers during a career 
spanning from 1956 to 1969, was 
suffering from bladder blade cancer 
since 1997.

His body was taken to the Green 
Road Church before being kept at 
the ICDDRB mortuary.

"I hoped people would at least 
come to see my ailing father after 
the news was published in the 
papers yesterday. We appealed for 
help because the entire family 
savings went for his treatment and 

we became desperate to save him. 
But we got no response and may be, 
we were too late to seek for help," 
said his eldest son Donald 
Debashish.

A one-minute silence was 
observed in his memory before the 
start of the second half of the 
Premier Football League match 
between Abahani and Dipali last 
evening.

Debashish was the on ly  
Bangladeshi (then East Pakistan) 
footballer to play in the Pakistan 
national team in the 1963 pre-
Olympics in Iran.

DEBINASH SANGMA
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Yellow card: Rajib (Dipali)

TEAMS
ABAHANI:  Nizam, Obaidur,  
Marshall (Shipon), Pradeep, Wali, 
Ujjal, Joy, Ndem, Ibrahim (Tushar), 
Farhad (Zahid) and Tipu. 
DIPALI: Sameer, Domba, Apu, 
Tarek, Azad, Tajul, Chanchal 
(Biplab), Rizvi (Daulat), Rajib, Idris 
and Rubel (Jalal).
Referee: Abdur Rakib.

PHOTO: STAR

Dipali goalkeeper Sameer grips the ball before Abahani's towering defender Marshall reaches a corner during their 
Premier Bank Premier Football League match at the Bangabandhu National Stadium on Sunday.

Abahani's strong
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22 from 13 deliveries that featured 
four boundaries.

This was the last one-day fixture 
for the touring Bangladesh A. They 
have won only one game on the tour 
so far and that came in their last 
one-dayer against Lancashire.

The second string Bangladesh 
side will play two more three-day 
games before returning home.

Nafees flays

Thousand 
pound
fine on Jones
AFP, Birmingham

England fast bowler Simon Jones 
was fined 20 per cent of his match fee 
for gesturing at Matthew Hayden 
after dismissing the Australia bats-
man Saturday during the second 
Ashes Test here at Edgbaston.

The fine, which equates to 
approximately 1,000 pounds, was 
imposed by match referee Ranjan 
Madugalle after Jones was reported 
by all the umpires, including the off-
field officials, for a breach of the 
International Cricket Council's code 
of conduct, the world governing body 
said in a statement Sunday.

Jones, who after having Hayden 
caught at slip by Marcus Trescothick 
for 31, ran down the pitch and 
pointed at the batsman, was charged 
under section 1.6 of the code, "point-
ing or gesturing towards the pavilion 
in an aggressive manner by a bowler 
or other member of the fielding side 
upon dismissal of a batsman."

AFP, Sydney

England dodged a huge bullet in 
their gripping two-run victory over 
Australia to level the Ashes cricket 
series, former Australian Test batsmen 
Dean Jones said Sunday.

Australia, coming into the fourth 
day needing 107 runs with two wickets 
left for an improbable victory, added 
104 runs for their last two wickets and 
almost pinched a famous victory after 
England had dominated the second 
Test at Edgbaston.

"England are not a bad team, that's 
been proven in this match, (but) if they 
lost this match they needed a foot up 
the backside," said Jones, a home-
based panellist on SBS television's 
coverage of the match.

"Honestly, let's be real about it, they 
(England) dodged a huge bullet there. 
Psychologically, they would have 
walked into their dressing room and 
said 'Thank God for that'.

"The Australians will say that they 
played at 60 per cent, we lost (strike 
bowler) Glenn McGrath at the start of 
the Test (with an ankle injury in the 
warm-up), we didn't do that well, things 
didn't go our way, we must improve.

"Now there's a big turning pitch at 

Down under 
stunned

Amritolal 
chess
SPORTS REPORTER 

Grand Master Ziaur Rahman shared 
the lead along with three other players 
in the fifth Amritolal Dey International 
Rating chess tournament after the 
fourth round at the Kalibari Road 
Auditorium in Barisal on Sunday.

Zia, Chanchal Kumar Gosh, 
Delwar Hossain and Abdul Malek 
secured full four points.

Indian Sumon Bose followed the 
leaders with 3.5 points.

REUTERS, Harare

Brendon McCullum and Daniel 
Vettori blazed centuries to turn New 
Zealand's fortunes around on the first 
day of the first Test against Zimbabwe 
on Sunday.

McCullum scored 111 and Daniel 
Vettori made 127, the fastest Test 
century by a New Zealander, to guide 
the visitors to 452 for nine at stumps 
after they were sent in to bat.

The aggressive McCullum drove, 
cut and pulled with gusto from the 
outset after arriving at the crease with 
New Zealand teetering on 113 for five.

McCullum faced 112 balls and hit 
15 fours and a six.

He and captain Stephen Fleming, 
who scored 73, righted the innings with 
their sixth-wicket partnership of 120.

The less elegant but equally effec-
tive Vettori smashed and grabbed his 
runs off 98 balls with 20 fours and two 
sixes.

He reached his century off a record 
82 balls with 15 fours, and was yorked 
by fast bowler Heath Streak two overs 
before the close.

The previous New Zealand record 
was the 83 balls Bruce Taylor needed 
to reach three figures against the West 
Indies in Auckland in 1968-69.

Medium pacer Blessing Mahwire 
took three for 115.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the opening 
day of the first Test between New 
Zealand and Zimbabwe at the Harare 
Sports Club ground on Sunday:
NEW ZEALAND: First innings
J Marshall c Taibu b Mahwire 5
Vincent c Carlisle b Mahwire 13
H Marshall lbw b Mpofu 20
Fleming c Carlisle b Mpofu 73
Astle c Taylor b Streak 23
Styris run out (Masakadza) 7
McCullum c Cremer b Mahwire 111
Vettori b Streak 127
Franklin b Cremer 13
Bond not out 41
Martin not out 4
Extras: (b-1, lb-7, w-2, nb-5) 15
Total: (For 9 wkts in 89 overs) 452
Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-24, 3-63, 4-104, 
5-113, 6-233, 7-309, 8-369, 9-432
Bowler O M R W
Streak 23.4 5 102 2
Mahwire 26 4 115 3
Mpofu 16.2 1 100 2
Cremer 22 0 113 1
Taylor 1 0 14 0
ZIMBABWE: Taylor, Ferreira, 
Ebrahim, Masakadza, Wishart, 
Carlisle, Taibu, Mahwire, Cremer, 
Mpofu, Streak.
Toss: Zimbabwe.
Umpires: Mark Benson (England) 
and Darrell Hair (Australia).

McCullum, 
Vettori show

Old Trafford. Who knows what will 
happen?"

The Ashes series goes to the third 
Test at Manchester's Old Trafford 
ground starting on Thursday.

Former Australian Test captain 
Allan Border admitted to a sense of 
deja vu as Australia fell an agonising 
three runs short of victory.

The last-wicket effort of Brett Lee 
and Michael Kasprowicz, which 
almost stole an unlikely win, took 
Border back 23 years when he and 
Jeff Thomson went within four runs of a 
similar Ashes win at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground.
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Extras: (b-4, nb-3, w-9) 16
Total: (For 4 wkts in 50 overs) 262
Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-21, 3-51, 4-
216
Did not bat: Pathan, Kumble, 
Zaheer, Nehra
Bowler O M R W
Butler 8 1 30 1
D Powell 7 2 35 1
Best 7 0 40 0
Banks 10 0 41 1
D Smith 10 0 43 0
Deonarine 8 0 69 1
WEST INDIES
Marshall lbw b Pathan 19
Morton c Dravid b Nehra 84
Joseph c sub (Harbhajan) b Pathan 4
Deonarine c Kumble b Nehra 6
Banks lbw b Kumble 6
Smith lbw b Kumble 26
R Powell c sub (Rao) b Kumble 4
Ramdin not out 74
Best b Sehwag 3
Butler run out (Kaif) 9
D Powell not out 5
Extras: (b-2, lb-5, w-7, nb-1) 15
Total: (For 9 wkts in 50 overs) 255
Fall of wickets: 1-37, 2-44, 3-59, 4-
70, 5-98, 6-112, 7-195, 8-208, 9-240
Bowler O M R W
Pathan 8 1 34 2
Zaheer 10 0 51 0
Nehra 9 0 60 2
Kumble 10 0 38 3
Sehwag 10 0 43 1
Yuvraj 3 0 22 0
Result: India won by 7 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Yuvraj Singh.
Toss: India.
Umpires: Daryl Harper (Australia) 
and Tyron Wijewardene (Sri 
Lanka).
Final: India v Sri Lanka, August 9.

Yuvraj takes
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