“CDP arrested on

.E'BL Debzi Ca'rd

FBL Cards Division
Pbmmnmssm BEO.2.U556360 Bxr. 213

ple’s nght to I'lnow =

2SR AN

Vv, medaﬂystnr,mt

1b export rise pfoves

doomsayers wrong

MONJUR MAHMUD and

AZFAR AZIZ

The country's exporters have put

the post-MFA doomsayers to shame

by fetching approximately $8.58
billion in fiscal year (FY) 2004-05 or
nearly $1 billion more than $7.60
billionin FY04.

"Exports sawa tremendous surge
last fiscal, fetching around one
billion dollars more than the previ-
ous fiscal. It proved wrong the fear
and predictions athome and abroad
that our exports might stumble in
the second half of FY05, suffering a

| $8 58b earned in FYOS desplte IME WB's post-MFA warning

major setback due to elimination of
the MFA [Multi-fibre Agreement]
quotas,” said a top official of the
commernce ministry.

According to Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB), the total export earn-
ingin thefirst 11 months of FY05 was
$7.785 billion. The EPB is yet to

finish calculating June's export

figure but estimates it to be more

.than $800 million, which puts the

annual eamning at $8.585 billion,
slightly more than' the targeted

$6.565 billion.
"The target was considered
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

ARF to accept
Bangladesh
as member

AFP, Vientiane

Fomgn tninisters from Asia's main
security forum agreed yesterday to
accept Bangladesh as the group's
26th member as they wrapped up
ilks inthe Lao capital ofVientiane.
‘Bangladesh's admission to the
an Regional Forum (ARF) was
nmended by the 10-member

" Association of Southeast Asian

ations (Asean).
"(The ministers) welcomed and
to Asean's consensus on the

. admission of Ban gladesh asthe26th

aniEipam in the ARE" the meet-

ing'sfinal statementsaid.
Bangladesh's membership will
SEE PAGE15COL 3

rape charge

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A policeman was arrested yesterday
for rapinga teenage girl at a hotelin
Farmgate area on Thursday night.

The 17-year-old victim, who
came from Mymensigh to visit the
capftal is undergoing treatiment at
Dhaka Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH).

Mirpur police said they arrested
nayek Nurullslam, 32, of Riot Police
yesterday after thevictim filed a case
with the police station (case No, 94)
under Women and Children

. Repression Prevention Act.

~ Police and sources said the girl
SEE PAGE 15 COL §

Natwar to discuss
irritants in ties

STAR REPORT

Dhaka is putting finishing touches
ta the itineraries of the three-day
official’ visit of Indian External
Affairs Minister K Natwar Singh
from August 6, which diplomatic
circles expect will consolidate the
Indo-Banglarelationship.

However, Dhaka does not know i

whether Singh is bringing a letter
from Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh for his
Bangladeshi counterpart Khaleda
Zia, as was reported by Indian press
yesterday.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Natwar Singh

Babar in US
explains steps
to try Kibria
killers, protect
Ahmadiyyas

UNB, Dhaka

State Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar, now on an
official visit to the USA, called on
Senator Edward Kennedy at the
Capitol Hill on Thursday.

He apprised the US Senator of
various measures taken by the
Bangladesh government to ensute
trial of all the killings, particularly
that of former finance minister Shah
AMSKibria.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

BRI s UL T RO L

ECOND EDITION

Jt:

ar

TODAY'S ISSUE 20 PAGES

,ﬁ;,h,ter. hasheensufferinguntold

\

PHOTO: STAR

Elderly freedom fighter Arafat Ali Khan lies at DMCH with an amputated leg since June 22. After four years of beg-
ging, Arafatthat day was going tameet the PMto seek help, butinstead was severely injured inaroad crash,

Lawyers demand free &

fair judicial system

No security, no respect for constitution: Dr Kamal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sammilita Ainjibi Samannay
Parishad at a grand rally of lawyers
yesterday made an 18-point
demand formulated on the basis of
suggestions placed by lawyers to
make the judiciary free from
"politicisationand corruption”.
The platform of pro-opposition
lawyers also demanded formation
of an independent commission

through consulting the opposition
parties to ensure appointment of
honest and competent lawyers as
High Courtjudges.

Referring to the verdict of Majdar
Hossain case [The Supreme Court's
12-point directive regarding separa-
tion of the judiciary from the execu-
tive], the lawyers demanded that
appointment, promotion and trans-
fer of judges to the lower court
should be made through the Judicial

Service Commission.

Addressing the rally as the chief
guest, eminent jurist Dr Kamal
Hossain said the government is
violating the constitution in running
thestateaffairs,

"The Jatiya Sangsad has become
ineffective as the constitution is not
being followed there,” Dr Kamal told
the rally organised by the Ainjibi
Samannay ParishadontheSupreme

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Easing waterlOgging at
cost of canals' death

MORSHED AL KHAN

While the city's surviving natural
canals urgently need excavation to
get back navigability and avoid
drying out, a government initiative
to address the need has been
diverted to cleaning drains and
storm sewers to ease waterlogging in
the city.

Dhaka Water and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) has already spent
more than Tk 50 crore of the TK 203
crore fund for a waterlogging

removal projectin the Dhaka metro-
politan area without any 'compre-
hensive plan' for permanentdemar-
cation and restoration of the canals,
sources said.

The project originally envisaged
recovery and excavation of the
canals in line with the findings of a
study conducted by the district
administration, which had identi-
fied 14 out of 35 natural canals as
'recoverable’ and still in use with
‘toolittle draft' fornavigation during
thelean period.

In May, Dhaka Wasa removed

. some thatched structures from 12

canals, including the Kalyanpur and
Gulshan-Banani canals, at a cost of
over Tk 26 lakh but did nothing to
restore the characters of these
canals and' to properly connect
them to the rivers outside the
embankmentof thecity.

These canals need immediate
manual excavation, as dredgers are
tool large to enter these narrow,
shallow waterways, otherwise il

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

.-.-;a‘:ﬂb,

Bapex rejoinder,
our reply

Bapex in a rejoinder on The Daily
Star news headlined "Niko skirts
plan todrill reliefwell" published on
Monday said that some pointsin the
news ilem were not correct.

The rejoinder said: Niko submit-
ted the relief well drilling
programme in the afternoon of July
23, 2005, which is still being
reviewed by Bapex.

Thus objecting to the plan in
writing by the Joint Management
Committee is baseless.

Moreover, the purpose of drilling
areliefwell is to seal the gas leakage
SOLTCES,

Quite often a successful relief

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

2 NGO workers
murdered

STAR REPORT

Unknown assailants hacked two
NGO employees to death in
Boalmari upazila of Faridpur
Thursdaymidnight.

The dead are Tapan Kumar Roy,
30, of Fakirpara village of Nababganj

upazila, and Liplal Marandi, 35, of

Mahalpur village of Birganj upazila
of Dinajpur. The two, also preachers,
worked for an international NGO,
the Christian Life Bangladesh, as
field workers in Dhupapara village
of Boalmari.

Police and locals said the victims
were sleeping in their house when
the assailants stormed into the
house breaking the door at 2:00am
and stabbed them indiscriminately.

To restrain the locals from rescu-
ing the two, the killers had'chained
the doors of houses in the neigh-
bourhood, localssaid.

However, hearing the victims'
cri¢s, people came and rushed them
to Boalmari Health Complex, where
the doctorsdeclared themdead. The

" police sent their bodies to Faridpur

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Ordeals éfa
deprived '
war hero

SHAHEEN MOLLAH

Arafat Ali Khan, a freedom

miseries with an amputated leg
for more than a month at Dhaka
Meglical College and Hospital
(DMCH).

Arafat, 76, of Daulatpur vil-
lage of Netrokona, was left at the
DMCH by some unknown per-
sons following an accident after *
he had arrived in the capital.
Only a' week ago the hospital
authorities came to know that he
isafreedomfighter and admitted
himin the orthopaedic ward.

Once a valiant saldier of the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), Arafat
was shown abscondlngfo]]mmng
the political unrest in 1975. This
deprived him of all kinds of

' SEE PAGE 15 COL4 |

Int'l probe into
amnesty

to Jhintu
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent jurnst Dr Kamal Hossain
yesterday demanded’ an intermna-
tional probe into the ‘controversial
presidential amnesty to Mohiuddin
Ahmed Jhintu, a convicted mur-
derer sentenced to death.

*Thintu had been awarded'death
penalty along with two others in a
double-murder case, His two co-
convicts had already been executed
while he has managed to have the
presidential pardon &nd gone to
Sweden,” DrKamal Hossain, anoted
jurist, told the BBC Bangla Radio

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Bémkef commits
suicide on his
wedding day

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mystery shrouds the tragic death of
a banker, who allegedly committed
suicide yesterday on the day of his
marriage ceremony at
Mohammadpurin thecity.

Shafiullah Patwari Sohel,
accounts officer of NCC Bank at
Motijheel, hanged himself from the
ceiling at his sister's Banshbari
residence.

Sohel's relatives suspuct ‘that his
would-be in-laws might have can-
celled the marriage that prompted

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Keeping mobile affordable...
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‘a mobile connection?

Look out for the special pack with the i'pack sticker

® i'pack offer also available with Pre-Paid M2M and Pre-Paid M2M Plus (T&T incoming) connections
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