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@he Baily Star

Event

Play

Title: Shishu Pacharer Itikatha
Director: Zillur Rahman John

Group: Centre for Ethnic Children
(CEC)

Venue: National Museum Auditorium
Date: July 23, from 7:10pm

Title: Shamayer Proyojoney

Director: Muhammad Bari

Group: Theatre Art Unit

Venue: Mahila Samiti Auditorium, Baily
Road

Date: July 24, from 7pm

Classical Music
Organiser: Shuddha Sangeet Proshar
Goshthi

Participants: Nazira Farug, Malobika
Das, Mukul Dutta

Venue: Biswa Shahitya Kendra

Date: July 28, at 7pm

Exhibition

Title: Quest for Harmony

Artist. Noazesh Ahmed

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Dhanbmondi

Date: July 11-24, from 12pm to 8pm

Film Screening

Title: Destiny of aMan

Occasion: 60th anniversary of victory
over Fascism

Venue: Russian Cultural Centre, House
510, Road 7, Dhaka-1205

Date: July 26, at 11am

Theme: Contemporary Russian Films
Organiser. Russian Cultural Centre in
cooperation with Stamford University
Venue: Russian Cultural Centre, House
510, Road 7, Dhaka-1205

Date: August 01-02

Wedding Festival

Organiser. Spectra Group

Venue: Ballroom, Spectra Convention
Centre, House 19, Road 7, Gulshan 1
Date: July 21-23

Video Screening
Theme: Video screening of still
photography based on Chhinnopotro by
Rabindranath Tagore

Artist: Noazesh Ahmed

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Dhanbmondi

Date: July 24, at6:30pm

T-shirt Exhibition
Title: Abar Elo Borsha

Organiser: Nittopohar

Artists: Qyyum Chowdhury, Hashem
Khan, Abul Barok Alvi, Sheikh Afzal,
Chandra Shekhor Shaha, Dhruba Esh
Venue: Nittopohar, 118/A, Aziz Super
Market (2nd floor), Shahbagh

Date: July 23-August 10

Sculpture

Exhibition

Title: fourth solo exhibition

Organiser: Nittopohar

Artist: Maynul Islam Paul

Venue: La Gallery, Alliance Francaise,
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Date: July 22-31, from 9am to 12am and

Wedding Festival by Spectra

(Left) Sharmin Lucky (C) seen with Masud Ali Khan and Dilara Zaman next to her acting out Gaye Holud formalities, (Right) Dancers performing with a

wedding song

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

ANGLADESHI weddings
have charms of their own,
more so, if it's a 'monsoon
wedding'. To celebrate the torrents
of the season, Spectra is holding a
wedding festival that started from
July 21 and ends today at the
Spectra Convention Centre,
Gulshan. The festival features a
virtual enactment of a traditional
Bangladeshi wedding, in this case,
the wedding of Srabon Konnya
(Maiden of Monsoon).
Popular TV personality Sharmin
Lucky represented Srabon Konnya
and through her Gaye Holud

(Wedding shower), the festival
kicked off. Srabon Konnya is getting
married to the offspring of a 'Free-
dom Fighter' with no dowry. She's
wearing sarees and using products,
allmade in Bangladesh.

Renowned actors, Dilara Zaman
and Masud Ali Khan portrayed the
parents of Srabon Konnya at the
Gaye Holud. They initiated the
occasion by putting Holud (turmeric
paste) on the bride. They shared
their feelings on their "daughter's"
wedding. Special guest eminent
playwright Dr Selim Al Deen and
Chief guest noted playwright and
novelist Syed Shamsul Haque also
spoke at the occasion. The event

was presided over by Vice Chair-
man of Spectra Group, Khalid
Hossain Khan.

The festival seemed to attract the
eligible bachelors/bachelorettes
and their parents. Of course some
people just went there to enjoy a
vibrant display of our heritage.

At the festival, famous brand
names such as Khan Bros,
Roopahali, Mantra, Tangailer Taanti
displayed their sarees and shalwar-
kameez, Diagold and James
Gallery showcased their jewellary.
Decorated bed for the 'just married'
couple and decorations for the
entrance to the wedding venue,
paan (betel leaf) and sweets were

presented respectively by Ferns
and Petals, Paan-shupari and
Premium Sweets by Central.
Persona Hair and Beauty featured
their bridal make up and hair styles.

An interesting feature at the
event is the services provided by
matchmakers of Divine. Divine's
approach is not the same as one's
great grandmother's matchmaker
though. It is pretty up-to-date, in the
sense that the matchmaking service
provides one with eligible bride or
groom based on compatibility. The
registration for Divine's services is
free of charge only at the festival.

All in all, the festival is a fun fare
and has something for everyone.

Up-close

Syeda Farhana: An eye for detail

KAVITA CHARANJI

"There is an overflow of subjects in
Bangladesh," says Syeda Farhana,
an indefatigable freelance
photographer. Inspiration comes
from many sources: migrant
women, vignettes from life in Dhaka,
rickshaws and orphan girls, among
others. Quite often these works are
interspersed with text--which is
where she departs from her
counterparts in the country. As she
says, "My text, along with my
images, offer a new dimension to
the viewer. | sometimes combine
photo text and sound together."

And there's a story behind each
of her subjects. Take the series
Rickshaw and Others (begun in
2000). These photographs are
basically the reflections of a
rickshaw, people, and cloudy skies
on rainwater. This work is akin to a
painting because of its colour and
abstraction. It also captures the
gloominess of the day effectively.

Since 2001, she has been
working on her pet subject--
migration. The work is a story on
women migrants from Bangladesh
to Malaysia. Farhana followed these
women to get a first hand experi-
ence of their re-adjustment to life
back home. "l have been writing
stories about these women with
photographs. The title of the story is
Hasna wants to fly," asserts
Farhana.

The other photographs are about
orphan girls in Khulna and life in
Dhaka (called Dhaka--A city of
many layers). Then there are the
photo stories Dilliwale kaun,
Baharwale kaun? and Poth i desh
(The streetis my country), displayed
on the web. In Dhaka, she seeks to
show the different strata of the city.
In one such work, she combines a
variety of subjects--a mother and
child, the Taj Mahal together with
Mumtaz Mahal, a wheel and graffiti
espousing the purdah. "Basically |
have superimposed one image on
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another," explains Farhana.

Dilliwale kaun, Baharwale kaun
and Poth | Desh, are based on
photographs and conversations with
the Bangladeshi emigrants and give
abird's eye view of their lives in Delhi.

"l always wanted to do something
creative," Farhana recalls. Which is
why she quickly took up an assign-
ment with filmmaker Shameem
Akhter. The film was ltihash Konya
with Farhana as a production
assistant. Reminiscing on those times,
Farhanasays, "While | was working on
this film, | found that most interesting
element was the visual and, therefore,
|took tothe camera.”

Later she was introduced by
Shameem Akhter to a German
filmmaker Ulrike Schaz. Farhana
joined forces with Ulrike as a
translator in a docu-film titled
Kishani Shabha. The film took her to
Hamburg, Germany in 2000.

Rickshaw and others

career as a photographer. Prior to
winging her way to Germany, she
took a basic still camera course in
1999 at the South Asian Institute of
Photography, Patshala in Dhaka. In
2000, she took a diploma course in
photo journalism.

Farhana has held numerous
exhibitions of her works--in Delhi
and Dhaka. The challenge is to gain
acceptance for her experiments
with different forms.

What's the next stop for
Farhana? She is keen to make a
film, but she finds the medium very
expensive. Meanwhile, she is all set
to leave for Delhi as a new media
artistadding sound and photo
writing for the work on the Khulna
orphanage. Another plan is to
exhibit Dilliwale this October in
Berlin and Stuttgart.

Here's hoping that Farhana's
work will create ripples in art and

Profile

H Shahadat and his
approach to art

ISAAC ORTIZAR, Paris

H Shahadat is a talented artist from
Bangladesh, now living and working
in Paris where his family has joined
him. He was born in 1955, and took
a degree in Fine Arts from the
University of Dhaka in 1981. Then
he obtained a French government
scholarship to develop his talents as
an artist in painting, seligraphy,
engraving and exhibit his new
artistic experience.

It is through abstraction that H
Shahadat exploits his palette and
style. It is his way of gradually
transforming his dreams and the
landscapes he has lived in
Bangladesh into plastic metaphors.
So his painting begins as a dialogue
between the artist and his palette to
compose new visions of his distant
beloved land. The different colours -
- blue, green, red, yellow -- join with
the black in order to create poetic
and tranquil scenes that move and
become sublime in the
metaphorphose of colours.

H Shahadat's work balances
forms and colours in the spaces
provided by big and small canvases
with their different materials and
supports. This gives his imagination
a free rein to orient the evolution of
his plastic art. His themes lead him
towards an expression of freedom.
His dialogue with painting is a kind

H Shahadat

of union between art and religion.
The artist, in an exalted mood
and full of passion at the same time,
composes on the canvas gradually
in the shelter of an abstract and
poetic territory. He follows the
technique of geometrisation with oil
and acrylic. He imprints in the large
space of his canvasses with his
motifs as an act of contemplation of
his art. His paintings transmit a new
and specific dynamism of all his
knowledge as an individual raised
on the history of art, poetry and

music of his country.

Thus his spirit permeates his
multiple metaphors and he gives
them a voice like a paradox where
one can discover oneself. He
pastes textured rice paper on the
canvas with the purpose of
creating diverse effects. Through
an array of ripples, rustlings,
pleats, creases, he brings to life
new vibrations of shimmering
colour and opticalillusions.

The writeris an art critique

Recital

Amar Porichoy presented
by Muktobak

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Muktobak, an associate organisa-
tion of Shammilita Shankskritik
Jote (SSJ), arranged Amar
Porichoy, a recital programme, at
the Experimental Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala, on July 21. Displaying
various placards on the stage --
'Tomakey Ashtei Hobe
Shadhinota’, 'Tomar Matir Ekti
Konao Chharbo Na', Shadhinota
Mukti Paak Gonotontro Mukti
Paak' -- the programme portrayed
the struggle of Bangalees against
all sorts of injustice and tyranny.

The script of Amar Porichoy was
jointly written and directed by
Mustafa Zaman Nipun and Shamsul
Arefin Probal. It depicted the cruel
attitude of the oppressors from both
pre and post Liberation War.

To focus the era of pre Liberation
War, the inhuman torture by the
British and Pakistani rulers were
mentioned. By referring to the
historical movements, the
performers reminded the audience
of the legendary rebels like Titumir,
Pritilota and 'Masterda' Shurjo
Shen. The artistes also mentioned
the historical rebellion of Santals, an
ethnic community, against the
British rule and their stand for
human rights. The unforgettable
language movement and the

Members of Muktobak reciting a poem at the programme

also manifested.

Amar Porichoy depicted the
harsh and inhuman approach of
Pakistani rulers towards Bangalees
during the time of Liberation War
and the soulful presentation of the
troupe seemed to create an apt
impact on the audience. The
adaptation of songs suited the

design could have been better.

Even in an independent country,
our people did not often enjoy total
freedom -- the fact was emphasised
in the script. The sacrifice of Noor
Hossain in the '90s to establish
democracy was also pointed out.

Amar Porichoy ended with an
optimistic tone. The performers

RIS 27 Meanwhile Farhana built up her  photography circles. sacrifice of the martyrs in 1952 were sequences. However, the light deserve accolades fortheir efforts.
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