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Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh (R) greets United Progressive Alliance (UPA) chairperson and Congress 
Party president, Sonia Gandhi (L), at the prime minister's residence in New Delhi yesterday before his departure to 
Washington. 
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Author J.K Rowling with a copy of her new book at Edinburgh Castle for the 
worldwide launch of the latest book, "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince" 
at Edinburgh Castle Friday night. Thousands of fans queued up to see the 
events culminating with the author, J.K. Rowling arriving at the launch venue 
to give a reading to 70 children, cub reporters, inside the castle.
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Pakistani Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz (3rd L) poses for photographers along with delegates of the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc) grouping after the start of the 2nd Health Ministers' Conference in 
Islamabad yesterday. Saarc-member countries were urged to consolidate their efforts to make South Asia a healthy 
region by controlling HIV/Aids, Malaria, tuberculosis (TB), and other communicable and non-communicable diseases.

AFP, Kathmandu

UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi said 
Friday the Maoist crisis in Nepal was 
dire and called on the rebels and the 
government to do everything possi-
ble to find an urgent solution to 
restore peace. 

"One does not need to tell the 
people of Nepal that they are facing 
a very serious crisis, but it should be 
noted that a solution is not beyond 
reach," Brahimi told a press confer-
ence after a week-long fact-finding 
mission to the Himalayan nation. 

The UN envoy welcomed a 
Maoist offer for talks on resolving the 
country's crisis, but said the rebels 
must also end their violent campaign 
and lay down their weapons. 

"The commitment made by the 
Maoist leader Prachanda and the 
party leaders is a positive develop-
ment in finding a solution to the 
prolonged Maoist problem. 

"We welcome it as a positive 
development and it should be 

backed up by giving up violence to 
resolve the crisis," he said. 

Later in the press conference, he 
added, "the Maoists should back up 
their actions by giving up arms, 
stopping violence and extortion." 

Maoist rebels have been fighting 
for a communist republic in Nepal 
since 1996 and the uprising has so 
far claimed nearly 12,000 lives. 

"The Nepalese are also con-
scious that this situation should not 
be allowed to continue. A solution is 
needed urgently," Brahimi said. 

"That solution rests on three 
critical elements-a return to consti-
tutional order and multi-party 
democracy, an end to hostilities and 
an inclusive national dialogue 
towards a negotiated solution to 
underlying causes of conflict. 

"The UN believes that the 
Nepalese are capable of developing 
the necessary process which would 
allow them to achieve a peaceful 
solution," he said. 

AFP, REUTERS, London    

The world is confronting an "evil 
ideology" as it wages a hearts-and-
minds struggle with Islamic extrem-
ism, British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair said yesterday. 

Speaking at a Labour Party 
conference, Blair dismissed sug-
gestions -- notably from left-wingers 
in his governing party -- that the July 
7 bombings in London that claimed 
at least 55 lives grew out of the Iraq 
conflict. 

"The greatest danger is that we 
fail to face up to the nature of the 
threat that we're dealing with," he 
said. 

"What we are confronting here is 
an evil ideology. It is not a clash of 
civilisations... It is a global struggle. 
It is a battle of ideas, of hearts and of 
minds, both within Islam and outside 
it. 

"This is the battle which must be 
won... Do not let us underestimate 
or dismiss it." 

Blair rejected suggestions that 
the London bombings were a direct 
reaction to Iraq, saying: "If it is Iraq 
that motivates them, why is the 
same ideology killing Iraqis by terror 
in defiance of an elected Iraqi gov-
ernment?" 

Blair made his remarks as news 
was coming in from Turkey of an 
explosion in a minibus at an Aegean 
Sea resort that killed four people 

and injured at least two Britons. 
Fifty-five people have been 

confirmed dead after four suicide 
bombers, three of them Britons of 
Pakistani heritage, attacked three 
Underground subway trains and a 
double-decker bus during morning 
rush hour. 

Blair's government and the 
police have declared that the 
attacks bore the hallmarks of 
Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda 
network. 

Blair said Saturday that Islamic 
extremists played on "the tendency 
to guilt of the developed world", and 
that it would be a "misunderstanding 
of a catastrophic order" to think their 
behaviour can be changed. 

Meanwhile, relatives of one of 
the London suicide bombers said 
yesterday he may have been "brain-
washed" and appealed for new 
leads in a fast-moving investigation 
which has so far linked Britain, 
Egypt and Pakistan. 

"We are devastated that our son 
may have been brainwashed into 
carrying out such an atrocity, since 
we know him as a kind and caring 
member of our family," said the 
parents of Mohammad Sidique 
Khan, 30.

"We urge people with the tiniest 
piece of information to come for-
ward in order to expose these terror 
networks which target and groom 
our sons to carry out such evils."

AFP, Colombo

The Supreme Court scuppering of a 
landmark deal to share aid among 
Sri Lanka's warring parties was 
seen by diplomats and analysts as a 
major setback to the already falter-
ing peace process. 

Hopes of using the aid deal 
signed three weeks ago for confi-
dence-building was dashed when 
the court Friday blocked what is 
known as the Post-Tsunami 
Operational Management Structure 
(P-TOMS), diplomats said. 

Top officials and diplomats close 
to Sri Lanka's Norwegian-backed 
peace initiative said they were 
surprised by the court ruling which 
dims prospects of getting the parties 
back to the negotiating table. 

Both Colombo and the Libera-

tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
had seen the deal as a stepping 
stone to resuming talks that have 
been stalled since April 2003 and 
saving an Oslo-brokered truce. 

"The unfortunate fallout of this is 
the strengthening of the LTTE's claim 
that they can't function under the Sri 
Lankan state," a Western diplomat 
close to the peace process said. 

He added that the diplomatic 
community was worried about the 
peace process amid a spike in 
violence in rebel-held parts of Sri 
Lanka. 

The proposed fund to which 
international donors were expected 
to contribute was also illegal, the 
court held in a move that could hold 
up billions of dollars in international 
aid intended for tsunami survivors in 
rebel-held areas. 

REUTERS, AFP, Sydney/London 

Witching hour passed and Harry 
Potter fans poured into bookshops 
around the world yesterday, 
snatching up copies of the latest 
instalment in the series that prom-
ises to be the fastest-selling book 
in history. 

Ending months of hype, and 
elaborate measures to prevent 
details of the boy wizard's latest 
adventures leaking out, "Harry 
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince" 
hit the shelves at one minute past 
midnight London time.

Children from around the world 
descended on the Scottish city of 
Edinburgh, where Potter author 
J.K. Rowling read from the latest 
book the moment the deadline 
passed.

"I am excited," she said on her 
way into a dramatically lit 
Edinburgh Castle. "You get a lot of 
answers in this book."

On Sunday, 70 aspiring cub 
reporters representing interna-
tional newspapers and broadcast-
ers will hold a press conference 
with Rowling.

In Australia, thousands of 
"Pottermaniacs," some carrying 
live snakes, besieged bookstores 
in the outback, in the country's 
snowfields and along its beaches.

Before dawn on Saturday morn-
ing in Sydney more than 1,000 fans 
boarded a special train called the 

Gleewarts Express, which took them 
to a secret location outside the city 
where they received their copies.

Dressed as their favourite 
characters, fans poured over their 
copies in a cold and eerie country 
mist.

Kate Suthers flew out from 
Britain to take the train.

"I did it three years ago and it 
was fantastic," said Suthers.

Minutes after its release in 
Sydney's central business district, 
non-magic "muggles" and wiz-
ards, young and old, scurried 
down empty streets clutching their 
precious books.

Some dressed as witches, 
caps flapping, stood reading as 
they waited for a bus. Others did 
not even get out of the bookstore.

"There are so many unan-
swered questions," said Elizabeth 
Mackay, 15, as she read the first 
few pages inside a shop. "Its so 
exciting, something has hap-
pened, a bridge has collapsed."

In Britain, thousands of parents 
and children queued outside 
bookshops.

"Every book just gets bigger 
and bigger," said David Roche of 
Waterstone's book retailer in 
central London.

A Portuguese girl called 
Carlotta was the first in the chain's 
flagship store to buy the new book.

AFP, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh departed yesterday for the 
United States, the country's biggest 
trading partner, where he hopes to 
seal a growing friendship with 
energy deals and closer trade ties. 

Speaking to reporters in New 
Delhi before his departure, Singh 
said he would discuss ways of 
enhancing "relations in the field of 
science and technology" with US 
President George W. Bush during 
his three-day visit starting Monday. 

"In my meetings with President 
Bush, I look forward to a compre-
hensive review of our bilateral 
relations. The United States is our 
largest trading partner," said Singh. 

"Accelerated economic coopera-
tion, relating to trade investment and 
technology collaboration is a primary 
objective. We hope to enhance the 
content of our interactions in the field 
of space and civilian nuclear energy 
cooperation," he added. 

India is barred from buying civilian 
nuclear technology from the United 
States and many other countries 
because it is not a signatory to the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

The United States has hinted it 
wants to relax the prohibition for 
India which is looking for new 
sources of energy to power its 
quickly growing economy. 

Singh, who will stop in Frankfurt 
en route to Washington, will also 
push the US for support on India's 
joint bid for a UN Security Council 
seat with Brazil, Germany and Japan. 

"My visit to the United States is 
an important element of our effort to 
establish friendly and productive 
relations abroad so as to optimise 
the benefits for India's development 
and for our security and foreign 
policy interests," said Singh. 

Singh will address the US 
Congress on Tuesday, the day after he 
holds talks with Bush in the White 
House. 

8 die in military 
helicopter crash 
in Chechnya 
AFP, Moscow

Eight people died when a military 
helicopter crashed in Russia's 
rebellious Chechen republic yester-
day, Russian news agencies cited 
officials as saying. 

"Three crew members and five 
passengers from the Tuzkharoi 
border guard unit died" in the crash 
near the village of Itum-Kale in 
mountainous southern Chechnya 
near the border with Georgia, the 
Interfax news agency cited Colonel 
Alexander Drobyshevskiy, chief 
spokesman of Russia's airforce, as 
saying. 

One injured person was evacu-
ated from the scene, Drobyshevskiy 
said. 

The Mi-8 was carrying a cargo 
load at the time. 

It was accompanied by two Mi-24 
helicopters, which were able to 
accompany a rescue crew on board 
another helicopter to the scene, 
Drobyshevskiy said. 

11 American 
soldiers charged 
with abuse
AP, Baghdad

The US command yesterday 
announced charges against 11 US 
soldiers for assaulting detainees but 
provided few details of what hap-
pened other than to say the soldiers 
served in the Baghdad area but are 
now off duty pending the investiga-
tion.

Also Saturday, a roadside bomb 
killed three British soldiers and 
wounded three others, an unusually 
large number of casualties for British 
troops, who are deployed in a rela-
tively stable part of Iraq.

In a statement, the US military 
said the charges against the 11 
troops, who were not identified, 
were filed Wednesday after another 
soldier complained about the 
alleged assaults.

"None of the insurgents required 
medical treatment for injuries related to 
the alleged assault," the statement 
added. "Only one of the suspected 
terrorists remains in custody of coali-
tion forces at this time."

Bangladeshi 
chef moves to 
regain place in 
record book 
AFP, London

A Bangladeshi-origin curry chef in 
the West Midlands of England was 
attempting yesterday to regain a 
place in the record books by rustling 
up a 10-tonne chicken tikka 
masalla. 

Vast quantities of chicken, spices 
and curry powder were prepared in 
advance to be "poured" into a spe-
cially-made curry pot by Abdul 
Salam, owner of the Eastern Eye 
restaurant in Lichfield, Staffordshire. 

"I was pleased with my three-
tonne curry in 2000, but I want this 
record to stand for tens, if not hun-
dreds of years," Salam said. 

Whatever the outcome, portions 
of the curry -- the highlight of 
Lichfield's annual festival -- were to 
be sold to raise money for a 
Bangladesh-based charity. 

REUTERS, AP, Baghdad 

Suicide bombers killed seven Iraqi 
policemen yesterday and three 
British soldiers died in a roadside 
blast, piling pressure on the govern-
ment a day after militants blew 
themselves up across the capital. 

The pol icemen,  k i l led in  
Baghdad and near the northern city 
of Mosul in separate attacks, were 
the latest victims of a suicide bomb-
ing campaign posing a severe 
security threat to Iraq.

Saturday's blasts also wounded 
28 policemen, police and hospital 
sources said.

Friday's death toll climbed to at 
least 32 with news that an 11th 
suicide bombing in just one day had 
killed three policemen and four 
civilians at a checkpoint south of 
Baghdad in Iskindiriya at night.

The violence prompted Iraqi 
police to tighten their grip on 
Baghdad but insurgents struck again 
in southeast Iraq, killing three British 
soldiers with a roadside bomb.

Tense officers manned extra 
police checkpoints throughout the 
capital, Reuters journalists and 
drivers reported, after a series of 
blasts al-Qaeda described as an 
offensive to seize control of the city.

The campaign of attacks from 
Friday morning until after dark, 
struck US and Iraqi military and 
police targets at all points of the 
compass.

Police said at least 32 people 
were killed on Friday, mostly Iraqi 
troops, and more than 118 
wounded, even though streets were 
mostly quiet for the Muslim week's 
holy day.

On Thursday two US Marines 
died near the Jordanian border in a 
roadside bombing during combat 
operations, the US military said in a 
statement Friday.

Suicide bombings are the big-
gest security nightmare for the 
government, which vowed to stabi-
lise the country after January elec-
tions empowered Shias and Kurds 
for the first time and sidelined 
Sunnis once dominant under 
Saddam Hussein.

Militants, driving cars and blend-
ing in with the population, can strike 
without detection by security forces, 
who themselves have lost hundreds 
of comrades in the attacks.

al-Qaeda's Iraq wing, led by 
Jordanian Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, 
boasted that the attacks had given it 
control of the capital, but there was 
no sign of militants in the streets.

"Through the day and the night, 
Baghdad rang with the music of the 
Mujahideen's bullets and the 
prayers of the martyrs," it said in an 
Internet statement.

"Our Mujahideen now control the 
streets," it said. "Our sheikh Abu 
Musab has urged us to intensify our 
attacks until America is defeated ... 
and we will continue in our jihad."

Lankan court blow to 
aid deal dims early
peace talks hope

Harry Potter mania 
sweeps the planet 

3 UK soldiers, 7 Iraqi 
cops killed in attacks 

Blair lashes out at 'evil 
ideology' of extremism 
'London bomber was brainwashed'

Manmohan embarks 
on US mission to 
boost ties 

Nepali govt, Maoists 
must take urgent steps 
for peace: UN envoy 

AFP, Srinagar

Indian troops yesterday shot 
dead 21 Islamic rebels in Indian 
Kashmir, while two soldiers and 
two civilians were killed as the 
hunt continued for militants 
sneaking across the border from 
Pakistan. 

Nine of the rebels were killed 
during a fierce clash with Indian 
troops along the heavily militar-
ised frontier between India and 
Pakistan in northern Baramulla 
district early Saturday, Indian 
army spokesman Vijay Batra told 
AFP. 

A six-year-old girl also died in 
the exchange of fire between the 
two sides, he added. 

Four militants were killed at 
dawn Saturday during a clash in 
Kashmir's Kupwara district near 
the border between India and 
Pakistan. 

Police said six militants, two 

soldiers and a Nepali national were 
also killed in shootouts and 
gunbattles between militants and 
troops across Kashmir  on 
Saturday. 

On Friday and Saturday, Indian 
troops recovered the bodies of four 
more Islamic militants in the snow-
bound northern Gurez area of 
Indian-administered Kashmir, 
bringing the number of dead mili-
tants found there to 11 since 
Tuesday. 

Batra said Friday the dead 
rebels in Gurez were part of the 
largest infiltration into Kashmir 
since India and Pakistan began a 
slow-moving peace process to 
solve the Kashmir dispute 19 
months ago. 

Indian media reports, quoting 
army sources, say around 35 
militants have crossed into the 
Gurez area via snow-covered 
passes as high as 4,850 metres 
(16,000 feet). 

"The searches are on. We are 
seeking militants who might be 
hiding in the area," Batra said 
Saturday. 

Infiltration by militants usually 
picks up when snow starts melting 
in the summer on the alpine 
passes of Kashmir. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming and funding Muslim rebels 
in Kashmir. Pakistan denies the 
charge and says it is doing its best 
to prevent militants from entering 
the Indian side from its zone of the 
divided region. 

The fresh infiltration bids by 
militants were reported on a day 
when Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh left for a state visit to the 
United States. 

More than 44,000 people have 
been killed in Indian Kashmir since 
1989, according to official figures. 
Separatists say the toll is twice as 
high. 

REUTERS, Gaza 

Hamas vowed revenge against Israel 
yesterday after six of its gunmen 
were killed in an upsurge of violence 
that has brought a truce close to 
collapse a month before Israel's 
planned pullout from the     Gaza 
Strip. 

"Revenge, revenge," shouted 
thousands of mourners in Gaza at 
the funerals of four of the gunmen 
killed on Friday in missile strikes 
launched after a barrage of 
Palestinian rocket attacks on Israel, 
which killed one woman.

"When Palestinian blood is shed, 
there is no protection for Zionist 
blood," said Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyah.

The flare-up of violence, which 
began on Tuesday when a 
Palestinian suicide bomber killed 
five Israelis in an attack in the town 
of Netanya, has seriously under-
mined a truce declared by Israel and 
the     Palestinian Authority in 

February.
It has also raised the prospect of 

a disruption to Israel's planned 
evacuation of 9,000 settlers from all 
21 settlements in Gaza and four in 
the West Bank next month which 
had stirred new hopes of reviving 
Middle East peace.

Israel stepped up its air strikes on 
Friday night, pounding three work-
shops the army said were used by 
Hamas to produce weapons and 
officials vowed to keep targeting 
gunmen to prevent rocket attacks 
ahead of next month's pullout from 
occupied Gaza.

Militants hit back hours later, 
firing two rockets at the Israeli town 
of Sderot, near Gaza on Saturday. 
One rocket slammed into the court-
yard of a house but nobody was 
hurt.

Palestinian officials said the 
Israeli missile strikes were unjusti-
fied and would upset a calm 
declared by militant groups in 
February.

PHOTO: AFP

British Muslims pray during a vigil in London's Altab Ali Park Friday for the victims of the four suicide bombings in 
the British capital on the 7th July. The vigil was organised by Bangladesh Welfare Association and Coalition Against 
Terrorism and local Muslim devotees from the East London Mosque and Brick Lane Mosque attended it. 

ME truce in tatters
Hamas vows revenge 

al-Qaeda deputy 
was trained by 
Russia's secret 
service 
AFP, Warsaw

al-Qaeda's number two was trained by 
Russia's secret service and served as 
a KGB agent before becoming Osama 
Bin Laden's right-hand man, a former 
KGB secret agent told Poland's 
Rzeczpospolita newspaper yesterday. 

"Ayman al-Zawahiri trained at a 
Federal Security Service (FSB, 
former KGB) base in Dagestan in 
1998," claimed ex-FSB agent 
Alexander Litvinenko who fled 
Russia in 2000. 

"He was then transferred to 
Afghanistan where he became 
Osama bin Laden's deputy", 
Litvinenko told the newspaper.   

"I was working in that section at the 
time and I can confirm the fact Zawahiri 
was not the only link between the FSB 
and al-Qaeda", he said. 

Last month Al-Jazeera television 
aired a new videotape of Egyptian-
born Zawahiri in which he called for 
more "jihad," or holy war, against US 
forces and Israel. 

Army keeps up hunt for militants 

25 killed in Kashmir 


	Page 1

